














SCREEN 


















































Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y by Variety, Inc. Annual subscription, $10. Single copies 25 cents, 
Entered as Second-class matter December 2°, 1905, at the “ost Office at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. 


COPYRIGHT, 1941, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 





VOL. 144 NO. 6 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1941 PRICE 25 CENTS 





HAND-ME-DOWN STARDOM 





Shoddy Broadway 





¥ 7? 


Legit a Big PICKFORD. LL Yj $2,000,000 Bankroli to Finance 





Disappointment to Hinterlanders pyrx sSypprssias, © Show Greuit for Service Men 





By MILT SAMUEL 


San Francisco, Oct. 14. 
Are New York’s far-famed show 
houses decadent? Or are the musty, 
threadbare interiors, the discourte- 
ous attendants, the unattractive, un- 
showmanly exteriors of the nation’s 
No. 1 show town all that the hin- 

terlander has a right to expect? 
When an ex-VARIETY mugg, with 
a sincere and long-standing interest 
in the theatre gets his first crack 
at a New York visit, he naturally 
looks forward with keenest an- 
ticipation to catching as many 
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Time Out Profile? Army and Navy morale chiefs 
Idea Is to Perpetuate Glam- will meet with Eddie Dowling and 
aa . . . other execs of the Citizens Com- 
Cincinnati, Oct. 14. our Formulae That Built Bob Hope whispers that he |mittee today (Wednesday) for their 
Bernadine Flynn, who plays Fortunes — Original Stars wants to do a serious role next. third conclave in a week on camp 
Sade in the serial ‘Vic and Guidi , ‘What,’ he asks, ‘does John j|entertainment. After months of dal- 
Sade,’ had to be written out of uiding Carbon Copies Barrymore have that I couldn’t lying by both the CC and the Army 
the script last Thursday and Fri- | sleep off?’ Morale Branch it appears that, with 
day (9-10). She played the pre- new chieftains at the head of both 
vious day (Wednesday), but gave USE CLASSIC ROLES organizations, soldiers and _ sailors 
birth to a son, her second child, : jare considerably closer to getting 
Thursday. |shows than at any time in the past 

She’ll return this week to the By JACK JUNGMEYER —although at a 25c admish fee. 
program, which will air from her Another good sign is that the 
hospital room. Actress, formerly Hollywood, Oct. 14. United Service Organizations is pre- 
on the Broadway stage, is the Hollywood showmen for years paring to up its grant to the Citizens 


shows as possible in a limited time. 
In my case, I expected to see not 
only entertaining plays and mu- 
sicals with excellent casts, but 
also some houses that live up to 
New York's reputation as our Jead- 
ing theatrical center. I assumed, of 
course, that San Francisco’s few legit 
theatres could not compare with 
those of New York. 

Was I mistaken? Of course, I 
didn’t see every legit house in 
Gotham, but from my own observa- 
tions, and those of friends in see- 

(Continued on page 45) 





Met Opera Named 
‘Co-respondent’ . In 
Detroit Divorce Suit 


Detroit, Oct. 14. 

The Metropolitan Opera Co. has 
been named as ‘co-respondent’ in a 
divorce action here by William H. 
Heidt, Detroit attorney, who’s been 
granted a divorce from his wife, 
Winifred Heidt, operatic soprano, 
after charging that her desire for 
an opera career had ruined their 
13-year marriage. 

Giving his wife’s age as 35 and his 

(Continued on page 45) 


‘PEE WEE’ AND ‘MUGGSY’ 


WOULD DROP NICKNAMES 


‘Pee-Wee’ Erwin, now leading a 
new band, will eventually lose his 
nickname. His handlers deem the 
tag undignified for a leader and so 
will fade the label while bringing 
his given name ‘George’ to the fore. 
His billing now reads George ‘Pee- 
Wee’ Erwin. Trumpeter has been 
known by the nickname for years 
during his playing as a side-man in 
big-name and broadcasting studio 
bands. 


_ Another who is going through a 
Similar metamorphosis, for the same 
reason, is Muggsy Spanier, who 
opened in N. Y. at the Arcadia Ball- 
room last Thursday (9). He’s now 
billed as Francis ‘Muggsy.’ He has 
also carried his monicker for years. 
a new band is about eight months 


wife of Dr. C. C. Doherty. Committee to enable it to put on the 


have devoted part of their energies 


ed shows that Dowling and the Army 
and ingenuities to encouraging box- are planning. USO, which managed 
100 WATTER office lightning to strike twice. A! Ue to exceed by some $5,000,000 its cam- 
a | 
0 | | 

















15-year hunt, still unrewarded, has| — ; d on teanane Dy or we 
; grantec e , ; 0 budget 
been on for a second Rudolph| has been worked out completely for 


Valentino, Now come Mary Pick-| Pittsburgh, Oct, 14. | the winter’s entertainment program, 
- ry oe ages a ge ae Now it’s the Ku Klux Klan that | (Continued on page 52) 
ye e1r . va be P o y meg A lis taking credit for the Senatorial ee ee 
carbon Copy principle a step turther'flm investigation. Speakirg at an e.° ° ' 
Critics in Secret Confab 


by seeking to find and then to guide; sw : : 
ites as , _|Oorganization meeting here last week, | 
professional heirs to their techniques wal . 
. . j; James A. Cclescott, Miami horse 
and materials. () L Ba ° 
n Law barring hgrs. 


|doctor and chief Kluxer of the KKK, 
(Continued on page 20) 
From Barring Critics 








claimed the Klan already had be- 
a —— {come again a militant force in some 
legislative circles and, referring to 


Federal Communications Commis- | ~y ‘ : + 2 = 
| New Booze Tax Br ings several prominent Hollywood pro- 


sion yesterday (Tuesday), helped ex- | 








pedite the intensive drive that the| Plenty Gypping by Bars lucers, added: ‘You don’t think this! A secret meeting of the Critics 
Ty ‘ 7 mS C ‘ | 5 . 

United States has undertaken t ¢ . e senate committee investigating the! Circle was held last week for the 
counteract Axis propaganda by is-| Since the new tax law became op- {movies is an accident do you? Look} purpose of discussing the proceed- 


suing a license to operate a 100,000-| erative, with the levy on liquor in-|at those who are behind the com-| ings intended to test the legality of 


| watt international shortwave trans-| creased, there has been a wide tend- | mittee ang then look at the old rec-|the Davidson Act, which prohibits 





| mitter to W. I. Dumm, owner of| ency by saloon ops to gyp, especially | (Continued on page 52) | managers from barring any person 
[aren Ces Fane Soe ee oo in midtown New York. In some} | with a ticket, unless because of dis« 
| this shortwave 100-kilowatter will be! places smaller whisky glasses are in lorderly conduct. N. Y. state law 
| directed at the Far East and South use, while prices have been in-| ‘That’s NSG, Pop!’ ;assures admission to theatres of 
= 1. | cranes Broadway drama _ reviewers, col- 
While Dumm is waiting for his} Estimated that the customer is not Hollywood, Oct. 14. | yinnists and others who may have 
own equipment to be manufactured] only forced to assume the increased | John Huston may have the dis-| po caq the-ine al p Per i . 
the office of the Coordinator of In-|tax, but pays twice the amount of |'/mction of being the first director | Suit. claiming $500 aaitiating was 
formation, headed by Col, William| the levy. One well-known midtown |t® bark orders at his father, Wal- | Chaminade one yen 
J. Donovan, will aid him in getting a| restaurant, which has been charging |ter Huston, as the star of a picture a ee 
| transmitter that he can have set up/the top price of 50c per drink of Elder Huston is being sought fo! 


|immediately. It is expected that he| Scotch, has jumped the rate to 60c,|the lead in ‘Treasure of Sierra Ma NAME BAND FOR PRO 
| will have it in operation from 30 to!/ or 20% more. New tax is nowhere |dre,’ a Warner studio high budget — 


60 days. Intimations have come} near that proportion. film 
iat Ghiaiagiek bat anaes tage| cee nen FOOTBALL INTERMISH 


power grants will be issued for | 
shortwavers on the east coast and| 


e °e@ . | 
in the southern area of the United | e iviefa— Nn emoriam On a deal that was started during 
, the making of 20th-Fox’s ‘Sun Vale 


States. } 


ley Serenade Glenn Miller will take 


a“ ’ ? ; hi band and singing troupe to Eb- 
SHIRLEY TEMPLE’S 4G French Resort’s Forlorn Season Contrasts Strangely ;. . va, to Beas Suatay (10) 


DI D T | to give a between-halves concert at 
E RA 0 A ES) , the Dodgers-tu.ttsburgh football 
WE KLY With Other Years game. Dan Topping, owner of the 
+ Dogers, is Sonja Henie’s husband. 
Hollywood, Oct. 14. | Miss Henie is starred in ‘Serenade.’ 

Shirley Temple makes her first Cannes, Sept. 22. SANGER CIRCUS GOES ON | Topping is building a large port- 
start in a commercial series, doing/ Contrasting strangely with other | “ jable bandstand, which will be 
four programs for Elgin Watch over years, the Cote d’Azur this season Founder’s Kin Nabs Bankroll to | wheeled to mid-field for tne show. 

















CBS during December. She moves Keep 140-Year Show The grid intermission will be longer 
into Lifebuoy’s ‘Hollywood Pre- —— than usual to allow Miller plenty 
miere’ spot, vacated due to William London, Oct. 14. | time to give a performance. 

Esty agency’s contention that soap | Sanger’s Circus will keep to its; Miller is currently playing six 
sales are off during the holidays re- y a 140-year tradition. A new show has} days a week at the Pennsylvania 
gardless of radio plugging. Deal was| While the French themselves vol-| been readied to hit the road this| hotel, N. Y., and usually local 802 of 
set by Dick Marvin, radio head of untarily abandoned Nice, Cannes,| year controlled by George Sanger, the AFM doesn’t allovy a seventh 
Esty, with the moppet said to be Saint Tropez, Antibes, Juan les Pins | grandson of the founder, in associa- 'day’s work. They gave Miller per- 


has had a forlorn, abandoned ap- 
pearance. Niteries, casinos, theatres | 
and beach directors have _ been) 
squawking to high heaven. 








drawing $4,000 a week. Asking price and other Riviera centers for the | tion with Gubby Ginnett. | mission, however, and in addition 
for Shirley at peak of her film ca- Alps and other interior regions in The Sanger animals and equip-| Topping has hired a 25-piece mili- 
reer was $10,000 for a guest shot. Savoie, Canal, etc., the foreigners | ment were sold recently, with Sanger | tary band composed’ of local’s musi- 
| Young actress will appear andj| were cleared out by legislation | and Ginnett finding a bankroll to buy |cians. Miller’ crew is, of course, 
Ising in four Christmas plays. (Continued on page 48) | essentials ‘also on salary, 


big 











OE IES 


ee 


-—— wae aig Staaten ots } rate Sager ea Se 




































2 














MISCELLANY 


VARTETY 


Wednesday, October 15, 1941 





Qu 


Jolson Pays Off 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. 

Six years ago Al Jolson interviewed the then-new open golf cham- 
pion, Sam Parks, of Pittsburgh, on his NBC radio show. He asked Parks 
where he got his start. The champ told him at the Summit hotel, in 
Uniontown, Pa. ‘That’s a rotten hotel,’ Jolson cracked. Leo Heya, the 
proprietor, sued for $100,000 damages. He first tried to sue Jolson, but 
re could never catch up with him. He then sued NBC and got a 
$15.000 verdict. But the appellate court overruled the award and 
Heyn collected nothing but the publicity. ’ 

Jolson’s uncalled-for crack has rankled Heyn for years. Anyway, it 
did until last week. when the star turned up at the Nixon theatre here 
in ‘Hofd On to Your Hats.’ Jolson found a wire upon his arrival, It 
was from Heyn and read: ‘I'll bury the hatchet for a couple of tickets 
for the wife and myself.’ Jolson promptly dispatched a whole box 
to Heyn. 


Record 15,000 Crowd Sees Opening 








Of Rodeo at Madison Square Garden 





By JOE SCHOENFELD 
Around 15,000, a record opening- 
night crowd, last Wednesday (8) 
watched the teeoff of the 16th annual | 
rodeo at New York’s Madison Square | 
Garden. An unusua!ly rambunctious 
bunch of broncos, bulls 


3d Eberle Brother, 18, 
Turns to Band Vocaling 





| As soon as the Eberle brothers be- 
| come old enough to leave home they 
become band vocalists, it seems. Bob 
cows gave the crowd a large meas- | Eberle is with Jimmy Dorsey; Ray 
P nie | Eberle is with Glenn Miller. A third 
ure of thrills, tossing willynilly the |) other who's to get a new first 
cowboys and cowgirls competing for | name, is to join Hal MclIntire’s new 
nearly $50,000 in prize money. 
Plus the excitement, the rodeo is| New York, Oct. 25. McIntire was sax 
‘featuring for the second straight | player with Miller, who's helping the 
year Gene Autry, cowboy film star,/new band get started. Latter is at 
who brings with him Champion, his | the Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y.; Dorsey 
magnificant stallion, and Champion,|j; on the Coast making a film for 
Jr., who could be the old man’s twin Paramount, 
brother. Both horses look as though| Bob Eberle, the oldest, originally 
they’ve just come out of Elizabeth | started with the Dorsey Bros. band, 
Arden’s beauty salon; even their|put remained with Jimmy when the 
hooves are manicured—in pink. _The| Dorseys split. Ray Eberle at that 
steeds did highschool tricks in &/time was in short pants, but was old 
makeshift centre ring and on Opening | enough when Miller started. He's 
night the crowd, or an unflattering | never been with any other outfit. 
ag by Autry about the Brooklyn| New Eberle entrant is fresh out of 
odgers, disconcerted them and they ischool. He’s 18 years old. 
balked at jumping through hoops. | —_ 


Both scrammed from the ring and} 
Rep for Two More Pix 


and wild 








Flynn Pays $40,000 
To Settle Long Court 
Action by Selznic , 


Los Angeles, Oct. 14. Crosby and his crew go into the 

Errol Flynn paid $40,000 to settle | Trianon nitery here for a 16-week 

the suit filed against him by Myron | stand. 
Selznick, his former agent. From 
now on the film actor’s affairs will 
be handled by MCA Artists, Ltd. 
Court actions had been going on for | 
months following Flynn’s claim that 
he had negotiated a salary increase 
for himself at Warners without the 
aid of Selznick and was no longe! 
required to pay commissions to that 
agency. 

Official statement by Barry Bran- 
nen, attorney for Selznick, said: 

‘A full settlement of the contro- 
versy between Myron Selznick & Co 
and Errol Flynn has been reached. 
Under the terms of the settlement 


(Continued on page 55) Bob Crosby Held 





Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

| Republic exercised its option on 
Bob Crosby and his band for two 
; more pictures, to be filmed within 








| — 
|  LASTFOGEL, SPITZ EAST 
Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Abe Lastfogel and Leo Spitz left 
for New York over the weekend. 
Former will pass his annual six- 
week winter visit at the William 
Morris office, and Spitz has con- 
cluded a 10-day client checkup here. 





‘Night’ Play Ready 
Dramatization of Jan Valtin’s ‘Out 
of the Night’ is virtually completed. 
Day Tuttle (and Skinner) 
rently reading it. 


is cur- 


|band when it goes into rehearsal in | 


| Marge Whiting’s Hit 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Margaret Whiting, who did sus- 
taining duty here on NBC, goes on 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade to share the 
| vocals with Barry Wood. 
| She’s the daughter of the late Dick 
Whiting, songwriter. 





Sez He’s Champ Piano 
_ Marathener (238 Hirs.); 
Sues Ripley for 6056 


Los Angeles, Oct. 14. 

Who is who among marathon 
piano players is the question in a 
$605,000 damage suit filed by Eddie 
Carter, claimant to the continuous 
jthumping title, against Robert Rip- 
lev, carioonist. 

Carter, who claims the world’s 
record by virtue of lashing the hoss 
iteeth for 238 consecutive ours, ce- 
lclares he was deprived of employ- 
iment by Ripley’s publication of a 
'cartoon dep.cting one William Hajek 





in the act of playing a piano 336 
hours. The Hajek feat, plaintiff 
|charges, was done with the aid of 


an identical twin, making it a re- 
jlay instead of a solo. He asks $500,- 
000 punitive damages, $100,000 com- 
pensatory damages and an additional 
$5,000 to be placed as a standing 
|offer to prove that the Ripley car- 
toon was wreng. 





WOOD, CAPRA, ARNOLD 
LEAD ACAD. PREZ FIELD 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

New board of governors of the 
| Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
land Sciences holds its first meeting 
| Oct. 30 to elect a president to suc- 
ceed Walter Wanger, who contem- 
plates a long visit to England. Lead- 
ing candidates are Sam Wood, Frank 
Capra and Edward Arnold. 

Actors on the new board are rep- 
resented by Charles Coburn, Rosa- 
lind Russell and Edwar:’ Arnold; di- 
| rectors by Frank Capra, Frank Lloyd 
'and Sam Wood; producers by Y. 
Frank Freeman, David O. Selznick 
and Darryl F. Zanuck; writers by 
Howard R. Estabrook, James Hilton 
and Norman Reilly Raine; and the 
science branch by John O. Aalberg, 
Farciot Edouart and Ray Wilkin- 
son. 








| deuiecuiaeael 
| Wm. A. Brady Better 


William A. Brady was forced to 


bed with a severe pulmonary attack | 


recently, but promptly responded to 
treatment It was a recurrance of 
an ailment he had about three years 
ago. 

After being confined for about two 
doctors 


weeks, gave him the free- 


dom of his home. Vet showman is 
attending to business principally by 


| telephone. 








the agency receives the aggregate 








sum of $40,000 in cash and other con- 
siderations, and all pending actions | 
against Flynn will be dismissed.’ 


Crosby’s Cuffo Broadeast 
A Hit with Argentine 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 14. 





One-shot of Bing Crosby over | 
Radio El Mundo and the Red Blue 
and White Network here, with 


singer’s fee going to the Patronato 
Nacional de la Infane@ia, children’s | 
charity, drew much favorable 
ment as a good-will builder 

Crosby, down to vacash and look | 
at horses, refrained entirely from 
personal appearances, refused to at- 
tend the opening of ‘Road to Zan- 
zibar’ and fought all official greet- 
ings. Sponsor was Kraft Argentina, 
S. A. subsid of the U. S. Kraft. 
Local office of J. Walter Thompson 
handled arrangements for one-time 
broadcast. 

Script was cleverly handled with | 
singer piecing out enough Spanish 
to play straight man to film s‘ar 
Nini Marshall and others who ap- 
peared with him, Eduardo Armani, 
using special arrangements by Melle 
Weersma, gave out with jive which 
Crosby rated as good as the best 
Yanaui beat while Juan D’Arianza 
supplhied tangos for the session 

Crosby promised to come back 
mext year with wife and kids. : Fee 
not disclosed, agency explaining that 
while high for here, it would look 
like peanuts in the U. S. 


com- 


Universal Pictures 
Under 





Personal 


Management of: 





ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


‘So long as these boys are working, life isn’t altogether bad.’ 


Gilbert Seldes, Esquire. 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
EDWARD SHERMAN 


| gave me a chance to be in a love scene. 





} 
| 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


PRESSES ESEPFEFESE SESE SSSSSSSSSS ESOS EFESCECOCFE¢+4¢464 


; 


Just finished ‘Rise and Shine.’ 
as he kisses Linda Darnell. 


Broadway Rose is heartbroken. 


— 





; 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 


Mark Hellinger, the producer, finally 


I stand next to George Murphy 


After they mugged her in the clink and 


she saw the picture, she wanted it destroyed. Rose claims they made her 


look like ‘The Reluctant Dragon.’ 


A certain Broadway producer put on so many turkeys he now gives each 
| patron a dish of cranberry sauce with each ticket. 


Got the shock of my life yesterday 
never been out with Franchot Tone 
(3) wore a sweater just to keep her 


when I met an actress who (1) had 
; (2) had never been to Ciro’s, and 
warm! 


Arthur Lyons, the agent, is doing so well out here, all the typewriters 
in his office are equipped with mink ribbons. 


A certain night club in Hollywood 


folded so fast that it was stuck with 


400 bottles of liquor and 200 mickeys. 


It’s a funny thing out here. 


Actors who have been overlooked by Hol- 


lywood, as soon as they get successful usually buy a house overlooking 


Holly wood. 


Radio Department 


My fourth Ballantine broadcast went over swell. 


from the studio audience—how did 
hands anyhow? 

Dennis Day to 
he'll only mow every other blade of 


I got plenty of laugks 
that Fred Allen script get into my 


Id Jack Benny that if he doesn’t get that raise from him 


grass on Jack’s lawn. 


Do you think Burke and Van Heusen will bring back ASCAP? 
A certain music publishing house has so many dog tunes in its catalog, 
with every songsheet you buy they throw in a leash, 
Hangnail Descriptions 


Rudy Vallee and Hugh Herbert: 
Georgie Price: 
...-Maxie Rosenbloom: 
Three darts and a dash. 

Observation 

Everything in Hollywood is done 


it always has big flood lights to attract the customers. 


The Little Foxes....Walter Wincheil: 
Bookie-worm....Pedestrian Crossing- Street: 


Croon and Loon-...Billy Rose and 
Scoops to Conquer 


Department 
in a big way. When a store opens 


Billy, the Midget, 


opened his new restaurant the other night and had six other midgets 


standing in front of the place with fi 
Went to my first football game of 


ashlights. 


the season at Gilmore Stadium. It 


was so hot that day the players wore halters, shorts and off-the-face berets. 
My Chinese gardener corralled me and said, ‘Don’t you remember me, 


Mr. Berle?’ 
the lawn and went through a series 


ished, he said, ‘Don’t you recognize me now? 


at Loew State 10 years ago.’ 


Eavesdropped at Mike Romanoff’s: 


I replied that I didn’t and he then threw himselef down on 


of acrobatic routines. When he fin- 
I opened the bill with you 


‘Is she ugly—it takes a beautician 


three hours to make her look as good as her passport picture.’ 
Eavesdropped at Biarritz: ‘Is he naive? He even saves Beatrice Fairfax 


columns.’ 
Eavesdropped at Bit of Sweden: ‘ 
chines, he even walks with a tilt.’ 


He’s such a sucker for pinball ma- 


My brother (the one who sings for his supper—and is he hungry!) has 


turned author, 
Whatever 
Clinton & Rooney 
Kitty Doner 
Joe Boganny’s Bakers 


He is now writing for 
Became of 


ewords for bankbooks, 
pa? 

Smith & Strong 
Clifton & DeRex 
Suljy & Houghton 


Afterpiece 


Thirty days has September, April, 
Rose. 





June and November—and Broadway 








Kyser’s Airport Kut-Up; Mayer, 


Strickling to Coast; Petrillo in N.Y. 


Bennett, Pere’s, Pic 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Richard Bennett is making his first 


film appearance in years in the 

;Orson Welles production of ‘The 
Magnificent Amberssons’ at RKO. 
Father of Constance, Joan and 


Barbara Bennett will play a charac- | 
ter part. 


| 


Gracie Fields’ $2,550 | | 
At Pabst, Milwaukee: 
Feared ‘German’ Town! 


Milwaukee, Oct. 14. 

Gracie Fields, the English comedi- 
enne, was a bit dubious about hav- 
ing Milwaukee included in her | 
present itinerary for the British War | 
Relief. She had heard this was a 
German town, and what was more 
she was booked to play the Pabst | 
theatre, built for and devoted for 
many years to German drama and 
Deutsches kultur. 

However, she came in here last 
Tuesday night (7), accompanied by 
a kilted bagpipe band and a male 
Scottish dancer, and in a house 
scaled from $3.30 down to 55c played 
to an estimated gross of $2,550 in one 
performance. 

By the end of the evening she had 
"em all singing in community fash- 
ion the comic songs she taught and 
led them in. 


——___ 


McLEOD'S METRO TERMER 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Norman McLeod has been Riven a 
three-year 





directing contract at 
Metro. 
He recently completed ‘Panama 
Hattie.’ : 


| carnival 


{just pausing for a broadcast. 


By GEORGE FROST 


With Kay Kyser, the Kollitch Kid 
bounding in from the W. Coast Mon- 


}day (13) aboard American Airlines’ 
|Mercury, four 42-ton flying boats 
swinging at anchor in Bowery Bay 
while their east and westbound 


trans-Atlantic travelers jammed the 
marine terminal and George Raft 
bidding adieu to such lovelies as 
Betty Grable, as he departed 
clime aboard the evening TWA 
Stratoliner for Los Angeles, New 
York’s LaGuardia Field presented a 
setting to the Columbus 


Day crowds that mobbed the mu- 
i head 


Cad. 


tnis 


+ -+ _ aAimom o 
Ul, GL a UTTIC 4 

Kut-up Kyser grandstanded the 
observation deck crowd into such 
gales of giggles that airport attaches 


nicipal airp 


|began checking the dime-colleciors 


fearing an influx of tin-ten-centers. 


|Asked to pose a ‘gag’ shot for the 


filmers, Kyser nearly ‘strangled’ Ona 
Munson, who happened to be on the 


same ship. 
Another in-er on the Merc was 
Arthur Murray’s wife, who was met 


|at the port by the fox of the fox- 


trot and the couple stood by, with 
the mob, to watch Kyser klown. 
Kyser, back in these precincts for 
the first time since the robins put 
on their annual opening number, will 
spend four weeks in the met area, 
playing at army camps and broad- 
casting. He just completed his third 
RKO Radio pix, ‘Playmates,’ and 
mid-November will see the bespec- 
tacled baron of the bandsmen leave 
for a three-week rip through Bos- 
ton, Washington and Pittsburgh's 
noiser election districts and, by the 
time this calendar is torn-up, he 
will be back at the factory making 
his fourth picture. 

Blonde Miss Munson is due out-of- 
town again tomorrow (Thursday) 
on her 
(Continued on page 53) 
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Tuesday s Congestion of Comedians 


FEAR SKY-HIGH SALARIES 





+ 





Trade Will Watch the McGee-Hope-Skelton Radio 
Marathon This Year—Violates Basic Booking 


VAUDE “REVIVAL 





Spotting of Red Skelton on the 
NBC Red Tuesday nights at 10:30 
p.m. immediately following ‘Fibber 
McGee and Molly’ and Bob Hope 
creates one of the most unusual 


booking situations in radio history. 
The radio trade is certain to watch 
the results with the keenest of in- 
terest (see Red Skelton review this 
issue), because it seems clear that 
Skelton will influence Hope just 
ahead of him quite as much as vice 
versa. 

Three socko comedy turns in suc- 
cession is in violation of the book- 
ing experience and tradition of show 
business. Comedy, especially of the 
belly laugh kind, has usually been 
considered a peak. It was the next- 
to-closing act. Not to be topped. A 
half hour of Hope's electric tempo 
following the steady, but milder, 
pace of the McGee show means that 
Skelton comes up after the listening 
public has already seemingly had 
more than the ordinary dose. 

It’s still going to get Skelton 
plenty of invaluable publicity at a 
time when Metro is giving him a 
buildup as their cinematic answer 
to Hope. Skelton made an auspi- 
cious beginning last week, going miles 
ahead in standing and stature of the 
Skelton who was a ‘B’ program with 
mediocre material some years ago. 

Although, theoretically, Skelton 
picks up a big audience from Hope, 
this may not be a complete blessing 
in the end. The strain will be ter- 
rific. A show of such promise would 
probably be in healthy, more normal 
surroundings if spotted after an aver- 
age, rather than a peak, audience. 


BEA LILLIE WOULD BE 
ON N. Y. HOTEL’S BILL 








If Beatrice Lillie, who has been 
trying to get a priority out of Lisbon 
on the clipper, can make it, she will 
induct Capt. Alastair MacIntosh’s | 
new Cotillon Room in the Hotel 
Pierre, N.Y. Chi-chi spot will em- | 
phasize that the Lillie proceeds go 
to British charity. 


William Scotti and Ralph Leon- 
ardo bands already look set Most 
is Oct. 30 


likely opening date 


90% Tax Bite Too Much, 


Opines Clarence Brown! 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Tax problem has forced Clarence | 
Brown to forego his English trip to 
produce-direct two pictures for 
Metro. ane of which, ‘Random 
Harvest,’ which may now be done 
here. He figured that 90% of his 
income, during the London stay, 
would go to U. S. and Britain for 
taxes 
Ben Goetz, is making the trip, 
leaving end of this month. 


Harlan Thompson Acquires 


Det. Newspaperman’s Play 


Detroit, Oct. 14. 


Harlan Thompson has signed a | 
contract for production of ‘Sleep It | 
Off,” three-act farce written by 
Lyford Moore, Detroit newspaper - 
man. 

The play formerly was held by 
Jed Harris, who was forced to delay 
Production because of picture com- 
mitments. 


Doug, Jr., Called by USN 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., arrives in 
New York today (Wednesday) on 
his way to Washington, where he'll | 
take over active duty in the Navy 
Dept. 

He recently finished work in Ed- | 
ward Small’s ‘The Corsican 
Brothers.’ 





| Please.’ 


| Los Angeles, Cal., 


lof the radio section of the Office of | °fgtne 


| line up film names for a new de- 





Bookers Concede There Is 


Running Gag 


WOULD CHa Welles Reported Undeferential 
To Lady Esther Cosmetics Execs 
And They May Cancel His Show 





More Stage Show Interest 
Than at Any Time Since 
1930, But Bidding for Tal- 





Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
A running gag—but one that 
really runs—has been suggested 


Kids Carry On 





by Cecil Underwood, producer ent May Bring Inflative Will PR sear Spe oi 
of ‘Fibber McGee and Molly,’ for Salaries signed to an actor contract by 
the four comedy shows that are Hal Roach 


packed into two solid hours on 
NBC’s red skein Tuesdays. 
Idea, after the manner of relay 
runners, would be for Burns and 
Allen to start the gag rolling, 


Plays in his first picture with 
Noah Beery’s boy, Noah, Jr., in 
‘Dudes Are Pretty People.’ 


B’KLYN SITUATION 











It’s conceded by vaudeville book- 


Molly: Rca Boal poy! ma ers that there’s more interest in H’ wood Film People 
Hove, whe would roll i over stage shows currently by theatre op- 


erators than at any time since 1930, 
with the ‘comeback’ getting stronger. 
However, the moderate wholesale 
resumption of vaude is already tax- 
ing the bookers with the problem of 
finding enough headliners, comedy 
acts and bands to go around, 

Chiefly concerned in the vaude 
‘revival’ are the independents and 
one major, RKO. Latter figured to 
pay more attention to stage shows’ 
b.o. possibilities when Charles Koer- 
ner became the circuit’s general the- 
atre manager. He gained a reputa- 


Starring Contracts 
At Par for Lorina, , | tion for showmanly treatment of 
Meteeevanl Ti08 | Stor ix soe warand, nnd een 


|his first moves as top theatre exec 


the station break to Red Skelton. 
Figured Skelton rates the tag for 
being on the tail end of the’ 
gag parade. 

Hardly likely that the four 
agencies involved will okay the 
stunt, but gag writers are work- 
ing on it just the same. 


Attend Mexico City 
Catholic Pilgrimage 


Mexico City, Oct. 14. 

Hollywood was well represented 
in the large delegation that accom- 
panied Msgr. Dr. John J. Cantwell, 
Archbishop of Los Angeles; 36 other 
prominent Roman Catholic clergy- 
men and 80 others on the special 
pilgrimage train that arrived here 
(9) for the Coronation of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, Mexico’s patron Saint. 
Latter featured celebration of Co- 
Jumbus Day (12), called in Latin- 
America ‘The Day of the Race.’ 

The Hollywoodians present were 














; was to restore RKO’s Keith Boston, 
(Continued on page 40) 


Zorina 
starring 








plus actor 


and Victor Moore drew 
|tion Picture Producers Association, 
Ben Piazza, the company’s studio 
the studio mext January. Moore e 
Alejandro Buelna, director of the 
slated to appear first in ‘You , 
can and American. William Hawks, 
calls for occasional time out to per- 
‘Information, | ; : 
R member of the prominent Mexican 
One will be Walter Wanger’s produc- | Pierre Lawrence, writer, and several 
15 stations. It will originate in the } Shrine. Hawks and Reachi are col- 
‘The Golden Pheasant.’ 
Named as one of the heirs-at-law, | Blues,’ with Bing Crosby, Mary Mar-| After at 
uncle, Henry J. Coogan, who died | KHJ, Hollywood. and will be carried | Mexico’s second largest city, where 
daga County Surrogate’s Court here. | for both programs. 
bearing date of April 16, this year. ie ; 
Henry Anton Steig has been signed Hoilywood, Oct. 14 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
| Fred Beetson, director of the Mo- 
contracts at Paramount 
after studio execs caught a rough | |and Mrs. Beetson; George J. Schae 
cut of ‘Louisiana Purchase. Zorina, | fer, president of RKO, and Mrs. 
? 
currently on the road with the | Schaefer; Joseph I. Breen, RKO v,p,: 
‘Louisiana’ stage play, checks into} b ] ; i 
; scout, and Mrs, Piazza, 
due to report in May. Jack Haley. 
Another new Paramount sane at 
The picture folk were greeted b 
tee is Oscar Levant, composer- —r P 7 
’ federal tourist department, and a 
Your Way,’ to be produced and ai. large number of aim people Mexi- 
rected by Edward H. Griffith. Pact ! ar 
mit Davant te cart t hi dio president of United Producers; Man- 
OVE : y o is ré 
mt? concert want deta Male « | ;uel Reachi, Mexican government 
dé oncer ( s. Ss p | on oak ‘ 
: . . babund representative in Hollywood and 
of the standbys on 
Mutual will carry sponsored broad- 
casts of two forthcoming Hollywood | family that has long been identified 
pictures within the next few weeks.| with the amusement business, and 
’ . 9 
oogan S$ in eritance ° tion, ‘Sundown,’ with Gene Tierney technicians, arrived by plane. Schae- 
vs and Bruce Cabot, scheduled for 11:30- | fer is to make a picture of the color- 
From Grand-Uncle in N y 12 tomorrow night (Thursday) over|ful religious ceremonies at the 
. — 
Four Staf€heatre, Hollywood. 
Syracuse, N.Y., Oct. 14. Paramount's ‘The Birth of the | Dé titled 
Jackie Coogan, famed kid screen|tin and Eddie (‘Rochester’) Ander- | ceremonies and sight-seeing in and 
star of the silent films, was not| son. is slated for 9-9:30 p. m. Nov. 1. | about this city, the pilgrims leave 
mentioned in the will of his grand-| Jt will originate in the studios of | on Thursday (16) for Guadalajara, 
Sept. 26, leaving an estate of undis- by 63 stations. Show will include a/| they will make a brief stopover en- 
closed value, according to a petition | number of popular ASCAP tunes of | route home. 
for probate of his will filed in Onon-| the past. Buchanan is the agency 
The petition was filed by Mary E. | Se Cohan Oka S WB Bio 
Coogan, this city, a niece, named as | y g 
executrix without bond in the will Steig Swings to Par > oe 
She was represented by former Sena- : 
tor Fr: ater lL. McElIrov to a writer pact by Paramount. He Warner Bros. script of his life 
von ° ‘ \f r Yor r > Coas cat. jer ?t > tj >» ‘Yankee ( > 
Arthur Coogan, this city, a nephew left New York for the Coast on Sat under the title “Yankee Doodle 


story, 


receives $200. Miss Harriet Bauder urday (11). Dandy,” has been okayed by George 
ecei S g I Ss arr DpDaua - sy 

, “ohe 
niece, is given a bequest of $400, and A brother of cartoonist William | M. Cohan 
Agnes Klie a niece, this city, $200. | Steig, he is an expert On swing mu- Cameras turn as soon as Jame 
A sister, ~ sain Coogan, this city, | sic He recently authored a book | Cagney, who will play the lead, gets 
receives a gift of $1, the residue to | labeled ‘Send Me Down.’ back from vacation 


the petitioning niece, Mary E. Coo- | 
gan. 

ane eters of Jackie Coogan, and | 
brother, Robert, also | 
listed as an heir-at-law. is ‘The 
Jackie Coogan Production Company,’ 
according to the 


his oungel 


Screen Writers Have No Glamour 


petition. 


That’s the Burthen of Weighty Debate Between 
Crix and Scribs 


SEEKS FILM HEP 


Arthur om to “etrwees for | 
Radio Section of OEM 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. | ton, 
‘glamour’ | aldo. 


Robert Rossen and Fred Rin- 
Screen writers have no 
Washington, Oct. 14 


‘the step-children | 
Arthur Kurlan, production director Bley 


and therefore are 


industry,’ as far as public | whose judgment is given 
planed to! recognition is concerned, it was | product that the public will view. 
ruled by Wolfe Kaufman and Frank | The scribes acknowledged they must 
Nugent, officiating at a debate be- | continue to write out their 
| tween critics and scribes on ‘What | and be accepted as ‘a necessary evil 
| We Think of Writers and What We! to be pushed around while other 
Think of Critics.’ geniuses continue to grab credits.’ 
Carrying the ball for the scriven- Writers were bluntly told they 


Emergency Management, 
Hollywood last night (Tuesday) to 


;fense program, 10:30-11 Sunday 
nights, starting Nov. 9, over Mutual. 

He will seek the services of | 
writers as well as actors. He ex-| 


pects to remain on the Coast about a ers were Douglas Churchill, James would have to publicize themselves 
| week, returning east to produce the! Francis Crown and Jack Grant | being as Judge Nugent ruled, ‘with- 
series. | Writers’ case argued by John Hus- | out glamour.’ 








laborating on a Mexican picture to || 


yund of religious and lay || 


Critics were told there’s no such 
|animal; that they’re only reviewers | | 
finished 


hearts | 


Sudden departure for the Coast of 
Ted Sisson, Pedlar & Ryan N. Y. 
radio exec, has given spur to a ru- 
mor that Orson Welles and the Lady 
Esther cosmetics account of Chicago 
are already failing to see things eye 
to eye and that the cosmetic firm 
is casting around for another show. 
The agency itself firmly denies that 
there has been any such train of 
developments. 


According to the understanding in 
New York radio circles the account, 
which has strong radio ideas, has 
found Welles is tough about ac- 
cepting ‘suggestions’ and that has 
made the account unhappy since it 
had been able on all its previous 
programs to convey to the names 
involved what it consdered to be the 
right concepts of popular entertain- 
ment. 


BUDDY ROGERS’ SUDDEN 
CALL TO HOLLYWOOD 


Buddy Rogers returned unexpect- 
edly from New York to the Coast 
Monday (13) after only 4 hours in 
the east. He was called by RKO to 
begin work in a new picture in the 
Lupe Velez ‘Spitfire’ series. 

Rogers had arrived in New York 
Saturday (11) with his wife, Mary 
Pickford. 


Una Merkel $ Radio Spot 


Una Merkel steps into the Philip 
Morris’ Tuesday night show onethe 
NBC-Red Nov. 4. She will do a 
weekly 10-minute script spot in the 
role of a newspaper reporter. 

Biow, agency on the account, is 
still talking to Gertrude Lawrence 
about taking over Morris’ Sunday 
night period on CBS for a dramatie 
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‘BUNDLES FOR BIOFF’ KEYNOTES 


OPENIN 


DAYS OF LABOR LEADERS’ TRIAL IN N.Y. 


Akin to a Hollywood Script Are Details of Schenck- 
Kent’s Payoff Modus Operandi to Willie Bioff 


and Geo. E. Browne—Charged Off as ‘Expenses’ 


The $100,000 which Nicholas M. | 
Schenck last week testified he, ad 
Loew’s president, paid to William | 
Bioff and George Browne in 1936 | 
and 1937, came out of the personal 
funds of David | 
Bernstein. It was later repaid to him | 





Loew's treasurer, 


of various 


through falsified expense accounts in | 
the names Loew's and | 
Metro execs. So Bernstein declared | 
in Federal Court in New York yes- | 
terday (Tuesday) at the trial of| 
Browne and Bioff, top execs of the | 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes, on charges of labor 
racketeering. 

Bernstein followed Schenck to the | 
witness stand yesterday and will re- | 
sume his testimony this morning. J. 
Robert Rubin, Metro v.p., is slated 
to follow him. 

Bernstein testified that when 
Schenck told him in April, 1936, that 
he would need $50,000 in cash to 
hand over to Bioff and Browne in 
order to prevent labor trouble at the 
studio, he went to his own safe de- 
posit vault in the National City Bank 
and took the required amount in 
large bills. Explaining, under ex- 
amination of assistant U. S. attorney 
Boris Kostelanetz, how he recouped 
the coin, Bernstein stated: 

‘As the occasion arose and various 
officers of the company needed ex- 
pense vouchers, I asked them to in- 
erease them b° $5,000 or various 
amounts. In some cases I had the 
vouchers made out in full for me 
until I had gotten back the entire 
amount.’ 

‘Did you have the vouchers drawn 
on the parent company or any par- 





ticular subsidiary?’ Kostelanetz 
asked. 
‘No,’ replied Bernstein, ‘I used 


leach tossed a bundle containing $50.- 


line of questioning after Correa and 
the judge remonstrated that it was 
repetitious. 


‘Bundles for Bioff’ | 
Described by Execs. 


Browne-Bioff trial began with se- | 





lection of an all-male jury last 
Wednesday (8), continued through- 
out Thursday, with Schenck on the 
witress stand all that day, and ad- 


journed from then until yesterday 
afternoon. 

Description by Schenck of how he 
and Sidney R. Kent, 20th-Fox prez 


000 in cash on Bioff’s bed in the | 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., high- | 
lighted the trial last week. Coin | 


was part of the $550,000 tribute Cor- 
rea charged Browne and Bioff levied 
on the industry under a threat of a 
theatre closedown ‘tha: wiil cost you 
a lot more than that.’ 

Boodle was put up by Metro, 20th, | 
Warner Bros. and Paramount and 
perhaps by RKO. First four are the 
only ones named in the original in- 
dictments handed down last May, 
but Correa obtained permission from | 
the judge on opening day of the | 
trial to include RKO. It hasn't been 

(Continued on page 22) 





Roach Upping Mature’s 
$450; Actor’s 20th Pic 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Victor Mature, reported baiking at 
further loanouts by Hal Roach until 
his weekly salary is raised above the 
present $450 figure, has been prom- | 
ised an adjustment course.’ | 


‘in due 





various companies so as not to dis- 
close the particular ny 


Fancy ‘Expei Rills 
Ut? 


Loew tre. ihen identified va- 
rious vouchers and papers by which 
he got his coin back. First was an 
expense voucher tc Marvin H. 
Schenck, head of the Marcus Loew 
Booking Agency (100% Loew sub- 
sid), for $6.150. Bernstein said he 
got $6,000 of it. 


Another item was $9,250 payment 


to Al Lichtman, then Metro v. p. in| 


charge of sales, for ‘expenses in con- 
nection With the annual 
in Chicago, May 10 to May 15, 1936.’ 


Bernstein stated: he got the entire 
amount in that case 
Still another was a voucher’ for 


$12.300 to Rubin for 
Outlays in connection with the G-B 
(Gaumont-British) matter’ Bern- 
stein said that Rubin retained either 
none or $300 of the money, to the 
best of his memory. Trial was ad- 
journed at that point until this 
(Wed.) morning. 


Emphasi: on Joe Schenck 
Riles His Brother, Nick 


Schenck flared up ai defense coun- 
sel Martin Conboy during his cross- 


examination by Conboy. Latter kept 


hammering at the conviction of ! 
Schenck’s brother, Joseph, earlier | 
this year on income tax evasion 


charges and his indictment. on which 
he is awaiting trial, for perjury. 


Conboy wasn’t asking questions. 
but making long statements preceded 
by ‘Do you know that...’ Judge 


John C. Knox finally put a stop to it 
and U, S. attorney Mathias Correa 
termed it ‘unfair,’ but not before 
Schenck blurted out angrily: 

“Why do you tell me all that. Other 
people know it as well as I do. 
don’t you ask anybody in this court- 
room?’ 

Conboy also tried to get Schenck 
to admit that perhaps he wasn’t at 
the second meeting of the parties to 
the studio labor basic agreement on 
April 18, 1936. Schenck last week 

_testified that it was ai this meeting 
Bioffs demand for $2,000,000 was 
*rivately discussed. 

Schenck, however, refused to be 
ponfused by the minutes of the meet- 


pg which Conboy produced and the | they were asking an increase and |theatre exec, then arranged with | 


defense counsel finally dropped the 


Refunds | 


convention | 


“expenses and | 


Why | 


Understood he has _ consequently 


agreed to report next week at 20th 


| Century-Fox for ‘Highway to Hell.’ 


Actor, who came to attention last | 
, Season on Broadway in a featured 
| part in ‘Lady in the Dark,’ recently 
|completed ‘Shanghai Gesture’ on a 
locnout. Studio had balked at pay-| 
| ing more money, claiming it made no 
profit on the farmouts to other com- 
panies. However, Mature is repori«d 
| Slated to get the increase for his next 


| picture, ‘Passage to Bordeaux.’ at 
RKO. His next after that will be 
‘Lady Panama,’ to be made by Josef 
j}von Sternberg for Arnold Press- 
berger at United Artists. 

Selznick agency, which handles 


| Mature, has reached no agreement 
jon the new cor -act. Understood 
| Roach farmed « Mature to Press- 
| berger for $3,0 week. 





Surprise, Surprise 


After Nicholas M. Schenck 
testified that Loew's had pre- 
viously paid George Browne 
¢100.000 for killing off a strike 
of projectionists in New York, 
defense counsel suggested that 
he shouldn't have been surprised 
at new demands. 

‘But I was suprised,’ declared 


Schenck. ‘I was surprised that 
anybody should ask me for 
$2,000,000.’ 








‘BUCK - PASSING 
ON PAYMENTS 
DESCRIBED 


Metre, during the past three 
years, hasn't itself paid the $50,000- 
a-year tribute allegedly demanied 
oy George Browne and William Bi- 
off. but has ingeniously back-passed 
the payments to the company from 
which it buys its raw film stock. De- 
scription of the Metro sleight-of- 
hand was one of the highlights of 
the opening address to the ey by 
United States attorney Mathfas Cor- 
rea in the current trial of the two 
IATSE execs, on charges of labor 





| racketeering. 


For a number of years, Correa said. 


| 
Smith & Aller who handled sales of | 
DuPont film in Hollywood, had been | 


trying to break into Metro, which 
had been buying its raw stock ex- 
clusively from -Eastman. Suddenly 
S. & A. were told by Louis B. Mayer 
that they were ‘in’ if they agreed to 
the man nominated by the studio to 


handle the Metro account. Film 
distribs agreed at once. 
In the meantime—and this came 


out in the testimony of Nicholas M. 


Schenck, too—Schenck had told Bioff | 


that he was scared of the appearance 
on the books of $50,000 being paid 


out in cash and asked Bioff if he 
minded getting the coin in some| 
other way. Bioff didn’t, as long as 


it wasn’t in the form of a check. 
Brother-in-Law’s Soft Touch 


It was then arranged for Bioff's 
brother-in-law (he hasn’t been called 


by name in court) to take the job 
as Smith & Aller’s ‘agent’ on the 
Metro film account. His ‘commis- 


sion,” which Correa said he believed 


to be 7%, amounted to just $50,000 a 
year—plus taxes. 
Taxes, it seems, resulted from 


Bioff’s squawk to Schenck that if h¢ 
got his $50,000 this way, 
at least, it would all be on the up- 
and-up and it would show on the 
(Continued on page 45) 





In 
torting $550,000 from 


addition to the charges 
film 


E 


tne majo! 
companies, which 
William are cur- 
rently being t1 RKO 
had previously handed Browne more 
| than $150,000 (plus taxes) to kill off 


on George 
Bioff 


Loew's and 


|Browne and 


el 
lea, 


a strike of projectionists in New 
| York in 1935. 

| That came from Nicholas R. 
|Schenck as _ incidental testimony 
under cross-examination of George 
| Breslin, defense counsel. Prosecu- 
|iing attorney Mathias Correa pro- 





fessed himself to be as much in the 
dark on this point as other court- 
|house spectators, since the $150,000 
| item doesn’t appear in the indict- 
ment. This caused Schenck to en- 
\large on the testimony in re-direct 
lexamination yesterday (Tuesday ). 
Although the testimony isn’t per- 
fectly clear, it appears that Local 
306, the New York projectionists’ 
unit of the IATSE, threatened to pull 
out its men in Loew and RKO 
| houses. Their contract had expired, 


‘the companies sought a decrease. 


of ex-} 


Schenck Tells of 1506 to Browne-Bioft | 
Killing N.Y. Projectionist Strike in 35 


‘The president,” Schenck testified 
‘said that we were entitled to re-| 
ductions, but he couldn't do it be- | 
cause of internal conditions.’ 

Charles C Moskowitz, Loew’s 
theatre chieftain, who had been do- 


ling the negotiating, finally came to 
Schenck and told him that nego- 
tiations were at a standstill and the 
strike was imminent. Schenck ad- 
|vised Moskowitz to go to Browne, 


as international prez of the IA, and 
see if a_ settlement couldn't be 
reached. 

| Schenck testified that Moskowitz | 


/came back and told him that Browne 
said: 

‘Yes, I could do that. But I want 
$150,000 from the two companies.’ 


Metro’s share was $100,000 and 
RKO’s = $50,000, Moskowitz told 
Schenck Bioff had stated. 

Fearful that even the shortest 
shutdown of theatres would cost 
many times that, Schenck advised 


Moskowitz to pay the money. 


| Major L. E. Thompson, RKO 


(Continued on page 22) 


et 


ostensibly | 


- LaGuardia’s AMPA Talk 





Mayor F. H. LaGuardia will be 
‘the principal speaker at tomorrow's 
| AMPA luncheon at the Hotel Edison, 
Y. As national director of the 
Office of Civilian Defense he will 
outline the function of the film in- 
dustry in the present emergency. 

Louis Nizer will be toastmaster. 


Indicted Lou Kaufman’s 
Newark Union (Ops) 
In Receivership Suit 


Application for the appointment 
of a receiver for Local 244, Newark 
operators, and an accounting of 
funds since the beginning of 1929, 
was heard yesterday (Tues.) before 
Vice Chancelor Bigelow in Chancery 
court, Newark, who ordered union 
officers to show cause on Nov. 5 
why this action should not be taken. 

Petition was brought in the New- 
ark courts by six members of the 
operators local there and follows 
quickly on the heels of the indict- 
ment for alleged extortion of Louis 








| Kaufman, business agent of the 
|}union. The Newark local is affili- 
ated with IATSE. Federal indict- 


ment against Kaufman came on the 
eve of the trial of George E. Browne 
and William Bioff, also for extortion. 
Members of the Newark booth- 
men’s local accuse Kaufman and 
other officials of the union with 
pocketing 50° of the $29,000 re- 
ceived in annual dues. Kaufman 
and co-defendants are also asked to 
pay the union $13,000 in counsel fees 
and costs arising out of an earlier 
case brought. by members. 
Complaint of the Newdrk union’s 
members states Kaufman divided 
theatres in four classes, with scales 
| ranging from $110 weekly down to 





between $25 and $40 in the fourth | 


| classification; also that operators in 
one house received $35 weekly 
whereas the rate for the theatre had 
been fixed at $90. 
by Kaufman,’ the complaint 
|‘was for revenge, or for 
| benefit, or for both.’ 


shifted from good paying booths to} 


others where the rate was less if 
| they incurred the displeasure 
| Kaufman, it is added. 

In addition to Kaufman, officers 
named in the action are 
Shadbolt, Daniel Oliner, William C. 
Uessler, Harry S. Oppenheimer, An- 


|}drew Gerring, Gus Benner, Tony 
Coccio, Vincent Shauler, George 
Reitly, Ivan Hoag, John Torten, 


Harry Shocket, Herman Hutter and 
Albert Schulz. 

L.A. to N. Y. 
Betty Baldwin. 
Johnny Beck. 
Michael Blankfort. 
Charles Bover. 
Ed Cashman 
Betty Compson, 
George Cukor. 
Bebe Daniels. 
S. B. Dobbs. 
Douglas Fairbanks, 
Betty Field. 
Rosina Galli. 
Jack Kelly. 
Kay Kyser. 
Abe Lastfogel. 
Laudy Lawrence. 
Val Lewton. 
Ben Lyon. 
Jeanie MacPherson. 
Richard Marvin. 


On: Misnenn 
Wid whUriovti, 


av. 


Arthur. Murray. 
Edward G. Robinson. 
Joseph M. Schenck, 
David QO. Selznick. 
Howard Shoup. 
Simone Simon. 

| Ted Sisson. 

Leo Spitz. 

Lyle Thayer. 

Walter Wanger. 
Corliss Wilbur. 

Don Woods. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Harry Baldwin, 
Ed Beloin. 
Jack Benny. 
Myrt Blum. 
| Dennis Dave. 
Alice Faye. 
Phil Harris. 
Arthur Kurlan, 
| Zora Layman. 
Will Lee. 
Mary Livingstone. 
| Bill Murrow. 
Arthur Pryor. 
| Rachester. 
Buddy Rogers. 
| Damon Runyon. 
| Everett Sloane. 
Henry Anton Steig. 
Don Wilson. 





EXPECT BROWNE 
OUSTER AS 
AFL Y.-P. 


Seattle. October 14. 

Ousting of George F. Browne as a 
vice-president of the American 
Federation of Labor seemed assured 
with the report of the Laws Com- 
mittee, Friday (10), okaying the re- 
duction of vice presidents from 15 to 
13. The committees action was 
unanimously approved by the con- 
vention, thus putting the official 
seal of approval on the reduction of 
the number of v.p’s, first rec- 
ommended by the Executive Council. 

So far Browne's name has not been 
mentioned, and delegates and officers 
are mum on the subject, but in- 
formed sources say that the execu- 
tive Council asked Browne to re- 
| sign, but he refused on the ground 
that it would prejudice his case in 
court. 

Number of vice presidents has 
| been 14 since the death last July of 
| Thomas Rickert, and therefore elec- 
|tion of v.p.’s will probably consider 
| the present slate with the exception 
of Browne. 

Windup of the convention's first 
week of sessions saw most of the 
speeches, reports and routine busi- 
ness out of the way, and the decks 
cleared for action on committee re- 
ports and resolutions. 

Condemnation of the senste sub- 














‘This arrangement | 
states, | 
personal | 
Ops were also! posed. 


of | 


| 


committee probe into motion pic- 
| tures was assured when the second 
resolution bearing on this was sub- 
mitted by Frank Gillmore, AAAA 
delegate, and introduced by unani- 
mous consent. Resolutions intro- 
| duced reached the number of 174, 
with one asking that WCFL, Chicago, 
the ‘Voice of Labor,’ be exempt from 
| all forms of Federal income taxation. 
|It is expected that the convention 
will consicer the preposred Yederal 
tax on incomes of radio stations and 
also that such taxation will be op- 


Locals Order IA Ignored 
Hollywood, Oct. 14. 


Federal mediation on pending 


Harold | wage deals between the producers 


and 10,000 film technicians is under 
discussion. Such proposal is to be 
submitted tonight (Tuesday) at a 
meeting of the Affiliated Property 
Craftsmen. 

Definite move to* oust George 
Browne and Willie Bioff from con- 


trol of IATSE studio locals is under 
way, touched off by demand for 
resignation of Dave Lory as biz rep 


of Film Technicians for his too close 





association with the B. & B. boys. 
| Local membership, by resolution, 
|}has instructed officials to ignore 
further oral orders from the IA In- 


| ternational. 


Union Membership 
Or Reading Pegler 
Disqualifies Jurors 


Membership in a union and too- 
close reading of Westbrook Pegler’s 
column proved immediate 
for being excused from service on 
the Browne-Bioff jury Only one 
union man got on and he’ belongs to 


reasons 


an independent outfit As for 
Pegler readers, they couldn't help 
having prejudged the defendants, in 
the estimation of counsel.. The col- 
umnist was largely responsible for 
bringing the labor leaders to their 
present predicament. 

Any connection, past or present, 
with show biz also eliminated a 
| prospective juror. One woman who 
was once an actress ‘she belonged 
to Equity and thought it was fine 
then, but since has married and 


changed her mind, she said) and a 
femme opera warbler were both ex- 
cused, Also a guy whose wife is an 


exec of a Fifth avenue” store 
patronized by the Schencks. 
Fact that jury is all-male was 


said by both defense and prosecu- 
tion counsel to be pure coincidence, 
but it hardly seemed so from the 
manner in which both sices used up 
their ‘challenges’ to keep femmes 
from the jury for no apparent rea- 
son. One theory is that they figured 
Bioff’s pandering past in Chicago is 
bound to come up and might em- 
bafrass the distaff side. 

Jury, as chosen after three-hour 
elimination, consists of a New York 
phone company cable tester, a West- 

(Continued on page 45) 
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FEWER PIX, LONGER RUNS 





——> 


Priority on Certain Materials, Due 
To Nat! Defense, Finally May 
Force Elimination of Dual Films 


Pressure of national defense may 
succeed in what every other effort 
has failed to do—eliminate double 
features. Priorities on certain mate- 
rials going into raw films and chem- 
icals required to process them are 
seen as forcing a cut in the num- 
ber of films turned out by Holly- 
wood in the next few years. 

Rationing process on materials, 
brought about by the nation’s effort 
to build up its military security, 
hasn’t as yet hit the film industry 
seriously, in fact, searcely at all. 
That the problem of supplies is go- 
ing to get tougher as time goes on, 
however, is doubted by no one fa- 
miliar with the defense production 
picture. 

Not only is it going to be difficult 
to get certain materials, but it is go- 
ing to become increasingly tough to 


obtain delivery as_ transportation 
systems become more and more 
loaded with defense production 
equipment. 


Shortages are imminent in several 
metals, machinery and chemicals, al- 
though laboratories report their only 
difficulty now is in obtaining car- 
bon tetrachloride and acetic acid. 
Equipment industry has more orders 
than it can fill, with aluminum the 


big problem. Priority ratings are 
obtained on Government orders, 
which are filled immediately, while 


civilian orders are accepted with un- 
certainty as to delivery date. 


Wall St. Reaction 
Tips U’s Corporate 


Simplification OK 





Sensational advances scored by 
Universal preferred on the big board 
and by common shares and certifi- 
cates of same on the N. Y. Curb Ex- 
change last week tipped financial cir- 
cles that progress was being made by 
U in its campaign looking towards 
corporate simplification. At the 
Universal home office, no 
tion was made of the rapid rise 
company securities in a couple of 
days trading excepting that corpora 
tion earnings were continuing at a 
high rate. 

However, it is 
Street that the 
earned by U is 
to push plans faster for 
tion of the corporate setup. 
than a year ago company 
tives pointed out that such 
fication is the ultimate aim 
versal. Company is understood 
want both the 8% 


Wall 


being 


believed in 
high profits 
enabling 


More 
execu- 
simpli- 

of Uni- 
to 


tha ] lanwvwina 
bic = CUMNON sh ares retired, i¢av 

only U common certificates ont 
standing on the Curb Exchange. Be- 


sides saving material interest out! 
annually on some 10,000 shares of 
preferred now outstanding, such an 


alignment would leave a single stock 
issue in line to receive corperate 
idends. Universal presently is pay- 
ing its $2 quarterly 
preferred. 

Both the common 
for the common climbed speedily to 
within fractions of previously estab- 
lished highs of the year. The pre- 
ferred roared forward five points in 
One day. 


Hawks’ Three for RKO 


Hollywood, Oct. 14 
William Hawks, currently pre- 
Paring production of the John Stein- 
beck story, ‘The Red Pony,’ for RKO, 
closed a deal to make three more 


div- 








pictures for the same lot. 

First of the new trio. will be a 
Ronald Colman starrer, still un- 
titled. Second will be Stephen 
Morehouse Avery's Mexican story. 


The Gilded Pheasant.’ 





Swapping Info? 





Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 
Add exhib squawks: 


This time exhibitors are com- 
plaining that exchangemen are 
Swapping info about deals so 
that Distrib A knows what the 
theatre op is paying to Distrib 
B and holds out for equal prices, 
even for inferior product. 


Indie exhibs are also burning 
at alleged practices of checkers 
who give out their grosses to 
competitors. 











explana- | 


"| during the 


executives | 
simplifica- | 


prefe rre d and then 


ay 


dividend on the | si 


and certificates | 





UA, 20TH'S DET. 
DEALS; RKO, 
U ALSO 


Detroit, Oct. 14. 


Deal for 1941-42 product has been 


signed by United Artists with But- 
terfield for the circuit’s 100 out-State 


houses, Jack Goldhar, district man- 
ager, announced. On the fire now 
are negotiations with United De- 
troit chain and the Co-Operative 
Theatres for most of the houses in 
the Detroit area. 

Deals for all three of the first 


blocks sold under the consent decree 
closed here by Lester Sturm, 
20th-Fox branch manager, with the 
United Detroit Theatres and the But- 
terfield Circuit. 
RKO’s Additional Deals 

In addition to two deals with Ca- 
the 
has 
this 


were 


nadian circuits covering entire 


RKO 
others 


season’s product, 


. ? 
eral 


country 
the 


with sev in 


past week, some for 


second group of five on the 


1941-42 season, others for both the | 
first and second blocks or a total of | 
10 

These include sale of the second | 
group to the Sparks circuit in Flor- 
ida; Luca & Jenkins in Georgia, 
| Kincey-Wilby in the Carolinas; 
Everett Enterprises, also in North 
and South Carolina; deals for the 
first and second groups with Jeffer- 
son Amusement in Texas; J. Real 
Neth circuit in Ohio; and a late con- 
tract with the Oscar Lam chain in 
>| Georgia for the first five 1941-42 pic 
} tures 

Canadian deal were with the 
United Amusement and Confedera- 
tion circuits, both in Quebe 

Universal’s Contracts 

Ww. A. Scully, Universal's sales 
chief, and W. J. Heineman, his as- 
stant, set a three-year contract 
with Fox West Coast and a pact of | 
similar length with Warner Bros. 
Long term deals also were set with 
RKO and contracts obtained with 


several Publix partners. Among the 
latter are pacts with Great States, 
Balaban 


Minnesota Amusement Co., 
& Katz circuit, Wilby & Kincey, In- 
termountain, Texas Consolidated, 


Butterfield and Interstate. 


Lashin Moves Up at Par 


Oct, 1 





Holly ywood, 


E. D. Lashin took ove set 
tion of ‘Dr. Broadway’ at Paramount, 
r succeeding . Eugene Zukor, who | 


joined the na a lieutenant com- 
mander. 

Formerly assistant production 

acer, Lashin will work under 


of Sol C. Siegal. 


VV as 


upervision 





closed | 


current | 


| the 





GHANGEOVES 
NOW VARIABLE 


Extended Engagements on 
Pictures Now Range from 
One Day to Half-a-Week 


—Practice Increasing 











USING LESSER PRODUCT 





Where product is none too plenti- 
ful, subsequent run houses are being 
forced into extended dates because 
circuits playing ahead of them are 
starting to jazz up set policies by 


holding film from an extra day to a‘ 


half week or more. Some chains, 
having first call in neighborhoods, 
notably Loew’s and RKO in the 
Greater New York area, are not 
sticking with any regularity to es- 
tablished change days. 

While in the past now and then 


| leading circuits have dated outstand- 


ing films for a week instead of a half, 
it appears that the practice to stretch 
‘em, even if for just an extra day or 
two, is occurring with considerable 
frequency so far this season. The 
effort to get along on less film is one 
of the reasons. 

Circuits are also beginning to be 
less prone to let money draws go but 
while this leaves less customers for 
them on runs that follow, subsequent 
operators are also extending dates. 


This is caused in part by the fact 


that most subsequents regularly fol- 
(Continued on page 55) 





FILM - BAITERS 


CALLED IN 
CALIF. 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

Among the 50 witnesses called for 
today’s (Tues.) resumption of state 
legislative interim committee hear- 
ings, investigating un-American ac- 
tivities are G. Allison Phelps, radio 
commentator and long-time baiter 
of the picture business; F. K. Fer- 
enz, exhibitor of Nazi films, and Rus- 
sell Mack, former film writer. 

Assemblyman Jac Tenney, con- 
ducting the inquiry, said the hear- 
ings would be concerned chiefly with 
Nazi and Fascist activities in South- 


| ern California. 


MORE NITE FOOTBALL 
HIJINKS TO IRK B. 0. 


Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 14 


Ban on high school 


games threatened after victory cele- 
brants of one senee 91 went beserk in } 
downtown snakeda and crashed 
the RKO Palace Kids marched up 
and down aisles cheering, much to 
| the irritation of paying customers, 
some of whom joined ushers in giv- 
ing bum’s rush. 


invaded a restau- 
and chairs into 


Cheerers then 
rant and tossed table 
the street. Cops quieted this by- 
play and school officials laid down 
law. Some members of school 
board are thumbs-down on football, 
which recently was revived after be- 
ing banned for a quarter century. 


Broaden A’s at WB 


Hollywood, Oct. 14 








First result 


productions at Warners is the slating 








4 4 7, ' 
night football 


; nec 





of the abolition of ‘B’ | 
| half of the product has already been 


Mary Pickford, Korda, Selznick in N. Y. 
Huddles on UA Company Business; 
Joe Bernhard Leads Field for Prez 


» 
a 





Double Killer 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Maurice and Frank Kozinsky, 
producing their first Monogram 
picture, ‘I Killed That Man,’ are 
also bumping off two Kozinskys. 
From now on, their names will 
be Maurice and Franklin King. 











SMALL WANTS 


BETTER SALES 
SHAKE IN UA 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 


Representation on the United Art- 
ists Board in the matter of sales is 
being sought by Edward Small, so 
his pictures ‘won’t be overlooked’ in 
top sales bracket allocation. Fig- 
ures he’s entitled to have a sales rep 
on the board as his outfit is making 
half the UA product this year, and 
next year it goes to 10 or 12 pic- 
tures. 


Small is requesting that Jack 
Schlaifer be allowed to sit in on sales 
allocations. Small contends too 
many producers, with single pack- 
ages of films, are given bop percent- 
age allocation while his company, 
with a strong volume, is left out of 
this bracket. Believes he’s entitled 
to this concession, declaring his pic- 
tures ‘get fastest playoff’ of UA 
group and rates this protection of 
his interests on price and percentage 
allocation. 


Small’s UA contract rung to 1945, 
and he’s awaiting action on his re- 
quest to seat Schlaifer at the next 
directors’ meeting. 


Columbia’s Frequent 
Sales Meets to Hasten 
New Product Playoffs 


Columbia’s district managers will 
be called together every eight to 10 
weeks during the year to make a 
continuous. analysis of the speed of 
picture play-offs, salesmanager Abe 
Montague declared in New’ York 
Friday (10). Need for a quickening 











| of liquidation, he said, results from 
the greater 


number of top bracket 


pictures — anything costing over 
$600,000—Col is releasing this year. 
“Whereas in the past,’ he said, ‘we | 
| have had top pictures only once 
every three months and thus had 
plenty of time to handle them, we | 
are now getting important pictures | 


twice a month, 


sary, therefore, to regear our whole | 
organization.’ 
In regearing, Montague said, it} 


was discovered that all the bottle- 
cks weren’t on the exhib side but | 
that there had been holdups within | 
the company itself by the necessity | 
of sending playdates to New York 
for approval. Each exchange now 
has the final word on dates, he said. 
eliminating delay. 

In addition, Col for the first time 
is going to be able to give not only 
the title of its pictures for the whole 
season, but casts and other details 
as well, stated Montague. Studio 


| has been working on this changeover 


for more than a year, he said. First 


of five ‘A’ pictures before the end |announced and the rest will be 
of this month. First is ‘Juke Girl,’;| made public in tradepaper ads 
already under way, with Ann Sheri- | within a few days, sajes chief as- 
| dan in the star spot. | serted, 

Four others for October shooting} Montague chairmanned a regional 
are ‘Always in My Heart.’ ‘In This} conclave of salesmen in New York 
Our Life” ‘A Night Eefore Christ-| over the weekend. Similar one is 
mes’ and ‘Arsenic and Old Lace. |} about to be held on the Coast. 








It has become neces- | 





Mary Pickford and Alexander 
Korda began a series of huddles in 
New York Monday (13) with their 
new partner in United Artists, David 
O. Selznick. Charles Chaplin, who 
completes the UA-owner roster, may 
come in from the Coast later in the 
week to sit in on the huddles. 


By the time the conclave con- 
cludes, probably in about a week, the 
owners agree, UA will have a presi- 
dent. Rumor factory is still work- 
ing overtime on possible choices for 
the job—which has been vacant for 
the past three years—but it can be 
authoritatively stated that the field 
has been narrowed to one entry, 
Joseph Bernhard, head of Warner 
Bros. theatre circuit, 


George J. Schaefer, prez of RKO 
and a former prez of UA, is not be- 
ing considered to play a return en- 
gagement, it has been learned. Kor- 
da, who along with Samuel Goldwyn, 
was responsible for bringing about 
Schaefer’s resignation in 1938, hasn't 
altered his viewpoint since that time, 
it is said. 

Among business transacted at 
Monday’s gathering of the UA tri- 
umvirate in Miss Pickford’s Sherry- 
Netherland hotel suite was the sign- 
ing of their names by the former 
femme pic star and Korda to final 
papers making Seiznick an owner of 
the company. There are a number 
of separate contracts in the Selznick 
deal. Major ones were signed 10 
days ago. The one on Monday was 
said to contain ‘the mechanics’ of 
operation under the new partner- 
ship. 

Rogers, Hurley 

Confabbing didn’t reach the point, 
it is believed, of considering new UA 
producers, but it is understood that 
among those to be discussed are 
Charles R. Rogers and Harold Hur- 
ley. Latter until a few years ago 
was in charge of B picture produc- 
tion at Paramount. 


Miss Pickford returned to New 
York on Saturday (11) after flying 
back to the Coast for three days 


to be at the bedside of Richard Mc- 


Farland, company manager for Doug- 


las Fairbanks in early legit days and 
later exploitation manager for UA in 
London. McFarland, 73, is seriously 
ill, 


PRODUCERS AT 20TH 
ARE DIS-ASSOCIATED 





Oct. 14. 
Darryl Zanuck has upped all for- 
néer associate producers to full pro- 
ducership, according to the new stu- 
dio roster at 20th-Fox. Given the 
new billing are Ralph Dietrich, 
Foy, Len Hammond, Mark 
Hellinger, Nunnally Johnson, Rob- 
ert T. Kane, wattem Le Baron, Wal- 
ter Morosco, Bo Morros, Lou Os- 
trow, William and Milton 
Sperling. 
Listed 
tors are 


Stahl. 


Hollywood, 


Bryan 


Per 


‘lberg 


among 


Ernst 


the producer-direc- 
Lubitsch and John 


Sequel In Reverse 
Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

‘A Tommy in the U. S. * coun- 
terpart of ‘A Yank in the. my A va 
£0es before the lenses Nov 3 at 20the 
Fox. 

H. Bruce Humberstone is director 
and Len Hammond associate pro- 
ducer. 





GRAHAM TAKES OVER 
Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Jo Graham made his directorial 
bow at Warners yesterday (Mon.) 
in ‘Always in My Heart,’ with Kay 
Francis and Walter Huston playing 
top roles 

Until 


dialog d 


recently Graham was a 
irector on the same lot. 
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With preliminary intimation from 
England that Great Brit- 
ain’s new frozen coin pact for Amer- 
ican major. distributors may freeze 
more money in Britain than the cur- 
rent one, negotiations went into the 


crucial stage this week, with Will 
Hays personally in command, assist- 
ed by heads of all major companies. 

Because U. S. distribs have sought 
the complete unfreezing, excepting 
for actual operating expenses and 
quota film production in England in 
the new agreement covering the 12 
montks starting next month, report 
that Britain wanted to freeze more 
than two-thirds of total revenue in 
new pact came as a blow to Amer- 
ican negotiators. 


Hays and presidents of all major 
companies have been taking direct 
charge of negotiations. Hays has 
made several trips to Washington 
recently, reviving the old belief of 
many U. S. film company foreign 
managers that ultimately pressure 
would have to come from the White 
House to secure fair adjustment of 
the frozen money situation in 
Britain. 


In the year ending this month, the 
eight American distributors were 
permitted to remit only $12,900,000 to 
the U. S., or about 33% of total reve- 
nue collected from distributing prod- 
uct in Great Britain. As in the 
-first pact, this is figured after de- 
ducting operating expenses of the 
eight companies on the British Isles. 


Critical 


Because approximately $40,000,000 
of the major companies presently is 
tied up in Britain, situation may 
soon reach a critical stage unless re- 
lief is given U. S. film companies. 
If only the same terms as in the 
current agreement are fixed in the 
new pact, American. distributors 
likely would have an additional 
$25,000,000, or slightly more, tied up 
on the British Isles during the com- 
ing 12 months. It’s estimated that 
only about $4,000,000 of this could 
be used for quota film production in 
England because of dearth of tech- 
nicians and players currently avail- 
able in that country. 


Because exhibitors in  Pritain 
early in the war informed their gov- 
ernment they wanted a full supply 
of U. S. pictures, American distribu- 
tors have complied with the British 
request to send a full supply of 
screen product to Great Britain. 
They have done this despite the 
fact that experience has shown a 
curtailed supply in some. foreign 
countries actually has produced vir- 
tually the same revenue as the com- 
plete season’s lineup. American 
distributors have no thought of cur- 
tailing this full supply, and likely 
would not unless something unfore- 
seen develops in future relations. 


Gable, Garson Slated 


sources 





For ‘Cimarron’ Remake 





Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

Metro is mulling the remake of 
*Cimarron,’ the Edna Ferber yarn 
about Oklahoma pioneers, this tire 
with Wesley Ruggles as producer- 
director and Clark Gable and Greer 
Garson as co-stars, 

First filmed version was made by 
RKO with Richard Dix and Irene 
Dunne in the top-roles, Metro 
bought the screen rights a year ago 
and has been waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to shoot it. 

Miss Garson and Walter Pidgeon 
draw the high spots in Metro’s ‘Mrs. 
Miniver,’ a tale of tragic family life 
in England. William Wyler checked 
into the Culver City lot as director 
under Sidney Franklin’s producer 
supervision. 


Won't Drop German Pix 


Milwaukee, Oct. 14. 

How long the German Kino, local 
home of German pictures and Nazi 
propaganda, will be permitted to op- 
erate is the subject of much specula- 
tion, and frequent rumors are heard 
that the theatre will be closed pend- 
ing the outcome of the international 
situation. Management, however, as- 
serts that such rumors are unfound- 
ed and that enough German film is 
under contract and available to con- 
tinue for many months, 

House plays duals most of the 
time, too. . 








Even Tougher Now on Chances 
To Thaw Out More British Film Coin 





Sherman’s Echo 





Hollywood, Oct. 14. 


Harry Sherman makes actors 
out of cowpokes and Uncle Sam 
makes soldiers out of “actors, 
leaving Sherman behind the 
eight-ball. After months of 
training in cinematic art, two 
buckaroos, Brad King and 
James Ferrara, are galloping off 
the Hollywood range to join the 
Army. 

There was another Sherman 
who also had a word for war. 


SEE $3,500,000 
NET FOR U 


Universal’s net profit before fed- 

















and other year-end writeoffs is ex- 
pected to top $3,500,000 for the year 
ending this month, according to Wall 
Street estimates. 

Company wrote off $751,000 for fed- 
eral income and excess profits taxes 
in the first 39 weeks, indicating that 
around $1,000,000 might have to be 
deducted for the full year. This 
would leave net profit for fiscal year 
at better than $2,500,000. However, 
the final net will depend greatly on 
jusual year-end writeoffs plus any 
shifts in amortization always in- 
cluded in the final quarter. 

U earnings currently are reported 
to be running close to those in the 
third quarter, which nearly hit 
$1,000,000. Any final net greater 
than $2,500,000 would beat the total 
for 1940 when Universal reported 
$2,390,772 after all writeoffs. 





Cooling Off Period 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Production start on ‘Highway to 
Hell’ at 20th-Fox was pushed. back 
to Oct. 20 to permit Victor Mature, 
one of the principals, to wind up his 
current job in the Arnold Press- 
burger picture, ‘Shanghai Gesture.’ 


Other principals are Pat O’Brien, 
Carole Landis and Nancy Kelly, with 
John Brahm directing. 











eral income and excess profits taxes | 


| From Tanks to Alfalfa 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

Hal Roach sent ‘Hay Foot,’ second 
of his streamlined service comedies, 
into work on location with Fred 
| Guiol directing. 

Guiol, who piloted ‘Tanks a Mil- 
lion,’ is using practically the same 
cast in ‘Hay Foot.’ 


Philly Variety Wary, 
Recalling B.K. Wheeler’s 
1939 Spiel—For a Fee 


Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 


Philly film industryites are a little 
wary in choosing this year’s speaker 
for the annual Variety Club shindig 
skedded to be held Dec. 11. They re- 
member, shamefacedly, that the 
chief address of the 1939 banquet 
was made by Senator Burton K. 
Wheeler, Montana Democrat, who 
professed to be a ‘friend of the in- 
dustry.’ 

Senator Wheeler, who since has 
| become the spearhead of the anti- 
| motion picture clique in the Senate, 
| received a fat fee plus expenses for 
| a 20-minute spiel in which he lauded 
ithe film industry for its ‘devotion 
to Americanism, charity, ete.’ 
Wheeler also spoke of his friendship 
for the film crowd hack in his home 
state. 

Local filmites can’t figure out how 
a. guy, who gave them such a pat on 
the back, could turn such a complete 
about-face in such a short time and 
get the old stiletto out for them. 

Master of ceremonies at the 1939 
banquet was former New York 
Mayor James J. Walker. Other 
speakers on the bill were U. S. Sen- 
ator Joseph F. Guffey, Pennsylvania 
Democrat; ex-Governor Nice of 
Maryland, and others. Wheeler was 
the only one'of the politicos paid. 

Frank McNamee, former’ ex- 
change manager of RKO and now 
associated with Jay Emanuel in the 
exhibition end of the business, is 
chairman of this year’s affair. 


TUNING ‘GOLD RUSH’ 
FOR HOLIDAY REISSUE 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Charlie Chaplin’s northern trek in 
‘The Gold Rush’ will be 1,500 feet 
shorter but more musical when it is 
reissued for the Christmas trade, 
Old silent fikm is being cut down 
to 8,000 feet to increase its tempo, 
with Chaplin’s own score and narra- 
tion winding up this week. Reissue 
will be released through United 
Artists. 


























Selling Under the Decree Tougher, 
Salesmen Spending Longer Hours 





Charged with keeping sales mov- 
ing, which they are not finding so 
easy to do on the new season’s prod- 
uct because of the terms their ex- 
changes are ordering them to get, 
and the time element on negotia- 
tions that is so important now, film 
salesmen are putting in longer hours 
than ever before. Covering 
accounts much oftener, they are also 
doing plenty of night work and, in 
many cases, are dragging the branch 
managers around to nearby buyers 
when in need of help. 

Reported also that the picture 
peddlers, regardless of the limits 
placed on their expense accounts, 
are digging deeper into the jeans to 
entertain prospective or regular ac- 
counts with whom they are dis- 
cussing deals. Opposition is keen 
and the bosses want their pictures 
to move faster, with result the seller 
is willing to go a little farther in 
trying to get recalitrant exhibs to 
loosen up even if a contract is ob- 
tained at the cost of added personal 
expenses. 


their 


More Guesting 

While guesting an account in one 
way or another is not new to sales- 
men and branch managers, it’s much 
more on a basis approaching the 
wholesale and with greater fre- 
quency. Where before a salesman 
closed with an exhib for an entire 
year, if he’s with one of the five 
consent-decree distributors, he is 
now constantly selling his product. 
Because of opposition from the de- 
cree sellers, the lads with. the full- 
line distribs are also more on the 





job. They have not found their po- 
sition any the easier, as had been 
expected in some quarters. 

Among other things, salesmen are 
under the strictest orders this sea- 
son and are being held to account 
for all their dealings with theatres, 
including promises that are not on 
paper, and the 
like, not to mention forcing of shorts 
and westerns which is forbidden by 
the decree. 

Salesmen Added 

While additional salesmen have 
| been added by many of the com- 
panies, the salaries have not gone up 
in relation to the increase in re- 
sponsibility and the pressure under 
|which they are now working, 
{notably those under decree 
which have to sell and re-sell their 
customers’ several times on the sea- 
son, 

Under the old system, salesmen 
often spent their time (very often 
leisurely) in getting contracted ac- 
counts to date pictures that are 
available, in reconsidering cancella- 
tions, making spot bookings with 
others, selling a couple reissues, etc. 
They still have those chores to at- 
tend to when having time, if any, 
in addition to negotiating their reg- 
ular deals every month of the year, 
looking at pictures that are being 
screened in the exchange zones, 
making out contract applications and 
other forms, helping the bookers 
move film, etc. 

Salesmen work on a set salary, 
plus expenses and allowance for 
their cars. 
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Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Oct. 14, 


Ann Ayars drew player contract 
at Metro. 

B. Reeves Eason renewed as 
shorts director by Warners. 

Mary Beth Hughes’ player option 
taken up by 20th-Fox. 

Howard Koch's’ writer 
lifted by Warners. 

James T. Farrell inked scripting 
ticket at 20th-Fox. 

Richard Wailace signed to two- 
picture acting deal at RKO. 

Virginia Weidler’s minor acting 
contract with Metro approved by su- 
perior court. 

Bonita Granville’s minor contract 
with RKO approved by superior 
court. 

Warners picked up player options 
on Hank Mann, Inez Gay and Ger- 
trude Starr. 


D.C. FILM PROBE 
NOW SEEMS COLD 


Washington, Oct. 14. 
Second weekly postponement of 
the resumption date for the senato’s 
controverted inquiry into ‘war- 
mongering’ charges against the film 
industry makes it look increasingly 
as though the Isolationists have holed 
up and pulled the hole in after them. 
They still deny they have dropped 
the hot potato, though skepticism 
continues whether the fishing ex- 
pedition ever will start up again. 

The latest deferral, announced 
Wednesday (8), differed from others 
in that Chairman D. Worth Clark 
set no time for going back to work. 
In the past, when he has revised 
the time-table, he has gone through 
the motions more. convincingly, 
merely extending the recess to an- 
other date. Not so, on this occa- 
sion. 

‘The committee will meet again in 
the near future, subject to the call 
of the chair,’ Clark explained last 
week. The call can be expected ‘just 
as soon aS we can get the members 
together.’ 

Clark still won't admit the going 
is too rough for his liking or that 
Senator Ernest W. MacFarland, 
with frequent screams the proceed- 
ing is aimed in the wrong direc- 
tion, has penetrated his epidermis. 
But his unwillingness to go forward 
with only the Arizonan to keep his 
company seems significant—particu- 
lary since many senate subcommit- 
tees have no. compunctions 








option 








about 


ber on deck. 


U. S. Quashing Case 
Vs. Ex-Judge Davis, 


Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 


to ask for another retrial of former 
U. S. Circuit Court Judge J. War- 
ren Davis, Attorney-General Francis 
Biddle announced Friday (10). 


$12,500 in bribes from ex-film mag- 
nate William Fox, has been tried 
twice but each time the case ended 
in a deadlock by the juries. In both 
casé& Morgan S. ex-Fed- 
eral bankruptcy Was Co- 
defendant. 

Fox, who pleaded guilty to the 
charge of bribery, is sawaiting sen- 
tence. The Government had claimed 
that Judge Davis had accepted the 
money to decided favorably for Fox 
in litigation involving the former 
motion picture tycoon’s bankruptcy 
proceedings. Judge Davis retired 
early last year while his personal 
finances were being investigated by 
the F.B.I. 


Kaufman, 
referee, 





HIS DOUBLE PAST 
Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Conrad Veidt draws the top spot, 
a dual role, in ‘Out of the Past,’ to 


be produced by Irving Asher at 
Metro, 





John Meehan and Paul Gangelin 
wrote the screenplay. 


holding hearings with but one mem- | 


In Fox Bribe Suit 


The Government has decided not | 


Judge Davis, accused of receiving | 


Best Film B.O. Supporters Are U.S. 
Families in $2,500 Income Range 


b 


Washington, Oct. 14. 
Bales of fodder for film industry's 
economic analysts and statistical] ef- 
forts is provided in a report from 
the National Resources Planning 


Board picturing how American fami- 
lies spend their incomes. Multitude 
of tables based on 1935-36 outlays is 
the most comprehensive study of 


spending and saving. ‘ 


City folks, as suspected, spend 
much more annually for film en- 
tertainment as their country cousins, 
but the study brings out some new 
slants on film patronage habits ac- 
cording to size of income and of 
family. The betteroff shell out the 
largest sums but on a proportionate 
basis the best boxoffice supporters 
are the middle-class households in 
the $2,000 to $2,500 a year range. 

Analysis of recreation expendi- 
tures for American families as a 
whole shows a rise in the amount 
spent for film ducats from §$2 per 
year at the under-$500 income level 
to $51 for those in the $10,000-and- 
over bracket. But the latter group 
forks over $83 for ‘other admissions,’ 
while the next highest figure in this 
other column is $29 for those in the 
$5,000-$10,000 category. 


The aggregate expenditures show 
the backbone of the film business is 
families who have from $f,000 to 
$4,000 a year income. Peak is $48,- 
000,000 slid through the wicket by 
members of households in the $2,- 
000-$2,500 group. They account for 
48% of the 1935-36 outlay of $334,- 
000,000. Next biggest take is $34,- 
000,000—10.1% of the total—by those 
in the $1,500-$1,750 and the $3,000- 
$4,000 brackets. 

Middle-Class Backbone 


Importance of the middle-class 
trade to the film industry is empha- 
sized more strongly by the study of 
outlays on the basis of numbers of 
families at different financial strata. 
Taking the fourth of the nation with 
lowest incomes (below $710), those 
up to $1,160, those up to $1,840, and 
those over $1,840. Annual expendi- 
ture by the top 25% was $181,000,000, 
or 54.2% of the total, and the amount 
for each group declined as the in- 
come fell off to a low of $18,000,000 
for the bettom quarter. 


Disregarding the amount of in- 
come and numbers of families, the 
Federal figure-jugglers found farm 
families spent $26,000,000 for film en- 
tertainment, rural non-farm families 
$60,060,000, and urban families $248,- 
000,000. Thus only 25.8% of box- 
office revenues come from the vil- 
lages and hayfields. 

Not much geographical variation 
from the basic pattern was shown 
by the studies. Only to the extent 
|} that annual income varies from re- 
| gion to region. Bottom outlay for 
families with under $500 a year was 
$1 in the South, $3 in North Cen- 
tral and Mountains-Plains areas, and 
$4 in New England and Pacific Coast. 
Maximum figures (for families in 
$5,000-$10,000 bracket) were $39 in 
North Central and South, $38 New 
England and $35 in Mountains- 
| Plains and Pacific areas. 

Conclusions were reached through 
the sampling process which included 
two metropolitan areas (Chicago and 
New York), six large cities (Provi- 
dence, Columbus, O., Atlanta, Den- 














ver, Omaha-Council Bluffs, and 
| Portland, Ore.), 14 middle-sized 
| cities, 29 small cities, 140 villages 


and 66 farm counties. 


| Roosevelt, Coslow, Mills 


In New Soundie Setup 


Los Angeles, Oct. 14. 


Soundies get a new alignment in 
the formation of R. C. M. Produc- 
tions, designed for the distribution 
of the 3,500 Mills coin-in-slot proj- 
ects from Coast to Coast. The new 
title is derived from the surname 
initials of James Roosevelt, Sam 
Coslow and Gordon Mills, all of 
whom were concerned in the origi- 
nal soudie idea, now in the course of 
revamping. 





Coslow is president and chief of 
production for the new outfit and 
Mills represents the Chicago firm 
which has been turning out slot ma- 
chines for. years. Company signed 
Josef Berne and Dudley Murphy as 
soundie directors on two production 
units, 
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CURB ON NEW BLDG. LIKED 


Mich. Allied Using FDR’s Quote 
On Pix as Trailer to Ballyhoo Biz 


a 
as 





Detroit, Oct. 14. 
‘We have seen the American 
motion picture become the fore- 
most in the world. We have seen 
it reflect our civilization through- 
out the world * * * the aims, as- 
pirations and ideals of a free 
people and of freedom.’ 
—President Roosevelt. 


With that as a starter, Allied The- 
atres of Michigan will launch a 
statewide drive throughout Michi- 








gan in which all chains and groups | 


as well as independents will partici- | 


pate as the films start re-selling 
themselves to the public (and them- 


selves) through parading the com- 
ments on pix by the nation’s and 
local notables. 

That was the big idea which 


stemmed out of the recent conven- 
tion here of Allied, in which unity 
was the keynote, and which brought 
a burst of enthusiasm still gaining 
momentum and expected to extend 


the Michigan crusade into a na- 
tional campaign. 
While the President’s remark, 


made on Feb. 17, 1941, on motion 
pictures might be construed as an 
advance slap at the recent Senate 





investigation it has no devious im-, 


port as the exhibi.ors now start out 
to mend fences, restore their own 


confidence in their business and sell: 


the public on the idea that ‘pictures 


are the greatest form of entertain- 
ment in the world.” The screen 
newspapers, billboards and_ other 


medéums will be used in the cam- 
paign. 

Ray Branch, re-elected president 
of Allied, thinks iis the greatest step 
ahead in the 23 years of the asso- 
ciation and will serve to refire the 
exhibitors grown cold as 
to knit together the entire 


AS WRITERS GUILD PREZ 


well as! 
indus- | 


try and the imporiant section which | 


pays at the boxoffices. The plan 
came through Ear! Hudson, prexy 
of United Deiroit, who provided 


the quotation from the President as 
well as others for a starter. 


The exhibitors, quick to point out | 


that an industry which spends a lot 
of time selling other things can sell 
itself, moved into a united front on 


the program, the Co-Ops, chains and lon the executive board. 


independents all agreeing. to partici- 
pate and with George Dembow, of 
National Screen, offering to provide 
all the trailers at cost. It 
ured out that from the exhibitors 
own enthusiasm could spread 
motion picture good-will both up 
and down, to preducers and to pub- 
lic. 


was fig- 


they 


National Keynote 
Quotations, as typified by the 
President’s, will be national in scope. 
They not only will be used in trail- 
ers but the same quotes will be used 


to top the newspaper ads and on 
billboards. Added to.those of na- 
tional note, local personages also 


will be used to make the campaign 
more intimate. Columnists, ministers, 
educators, officials, clubwomen, etc., 
will be sought cut for their sup- 
port and observations with no little 


focus put on the idea that pix ‘pro- 


vide so much fer so little.’ 
The unity pi came afte 
Branch, in one the opening 


speeches, warned the exhibitors that 


}and Harry Tugend. 


| Franklin, 


| urging that the code of ethics among 


|}dent the nominees are Ralph Block 


McCarey Pilots Ginger 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

20th Fox signed Leo McCarey to 
produce and direct the second of 
three pictures starring Ginger Rog- 
ers on the Westwood lot. Filming 
starts in January. © 

First starrer for the actress under 
her $175,000-per-picture deal with 
the Wesiwood studio is ‘Roxie’ Hart,’ 
currently in preparation with Wil- 
liam Wellman as director. 





Morrison Tells AMG 
To Enforce Ethics, Or 
Permit Talent Raiding 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

Leo Morrison tossed a hombshell | 
into the meeting last night (Monday) 
of the Artists Managers Guild by 


agents either be tightened, or open 
season declared on client stealing. 
Morrison recently quit the AMG, bit- 
terly assailing the organization for 
permitting another percenter to per- 





suade John Wayne to break a con-| 
with 


tract him. | 
Ethies were discussed most of the! 
night, but no direct action will be} 


taken until 
sifted. 


Situation is thoroughly 


BRACKETT, BUCHMAN UP 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

committee of the 
Screen Writers Guild picked Charles 
Brackett and Sidney Buchman as 
presidential candidates at the annual 
election Nov. 12. For vice-presi- 


Nominating 


and Mary C. McCall, Jr.; for secre- 
tary, Leonard Lee and Robert Ros- 
sen; for treasurer, Richard Maibaum 


For 11 members and six alternates 
the com umit- 
tee nominated 42 writers, although 
additional candidates may be nomi- 
nated up to Oct. 23 on petitions 
signed by 25 active members in good 
standing. List thus far comprises 





Art Arthur, Claude Binyon, Ralph 
Block, Charles Brackett, Harold 
Buchman, Sidney Buchman, Hugo 
Butler, Alan Campbell, Jerome Cho- 
ljorov, Mare Connelly, Myles Con- 
nelly, Olive Cooper, Philip Dunne, | 


Francis Faragoh, Joseph Fields, Paul 


Paul Gangelin, Oliver H. 





|P, Garrett, James Gow, Don Hart- 
man, Boris Ingster, Charles Kauf- 
man, Harry Kurnitz, Leonard Lee, | 
Robert Lees, Richard Macauley, 
Richard Maibaum, Brian Marlow, | 
Mary C. McCall, Jr., Jane Murfin, 
George Oppenheime E. E. Para- 
more, Jr., Frank Partos, Nat Per-| 
rin. Maurice Rapf, Betty Reinhardt, | 
Allen Rivkin, Stanley Roberts Stan- 
ley Rubin, Dwight Taylor and Ha 

Tus I 


the industry faces the prospect of 
oppressive taxa and that the 
Senate investigation, despite the fact 
it was treated as a joke in some) 
quarters, ‘can have very serious 
repercussions on the entire indus-| 
try.” Commenting on the heavy | 


turnout of distributor executfives, he 
said, ‘One trouble in the industry 
has been that homeoffice executives 
haven't got around and met exhibi- 
tors. Under today’s conditions more 
unity is needed.’ 


_M. A. Rosenberg, a director of Na- 

tional Allied, declared the Philadel- 
Phia convention stand was due to 
temporary swaying of the audience 
by ‘stump speech’ methods. He de- 
Clared the action no true expression 
of Allied sentiment since certain 
men ‘took advantage of the audi- 
ence being worked up and appealed 
to prejudice rather than reason.’ 





Screen Writers Guild | 
Tightening Provisos 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

Screen Writers Guild is tighten- 
ing restrictions on membership and 
will vote on two amendments at its 
annual meeting Noy. 12. Proposals 
would bar from activity member- 
ship writers whose principal duties 
include the status of producer,’ as- 
sociate producer, director or execu- 
tive with power to hire and fire 
writers. Also those who within a 
period of two years have not re- 
ceived screen credit for a feature 
length screenplay or original story 
on short subjects. 

Scribes unemployed for 13 weeks 
would be transferred from active to 





associate membership 


+ —_—_—_—- 


aOPa FURTHER 
BU. COMPETITION 


Defense Priority Restrictions 
on Non-Essential Building 
and Construction Ac- 
claimed 





—_—— 


SHORTAGE OF MATERIAL 


Governmental action, placing ex- 
pansion in the exhibition 
erection of 


ield 
through 


} 


received with acclaim among ex- 
hibs who live in constant fear that 
someone will build against them. 
such action has threatened scores 
of theatre operators, mostly in the 
smaller category, when they refused 
to play ball with opposition exhibs 
or, aS has occurred in the past, with 
various distributors. 

In other instances, circuits have 
often invaded towns where inde- 
pendents have been doing well, in- 
cluding major as well as unaffiliated 
chains. Numerous suits have re- 
sulted when strongholds of indies 
have been invaded but seldom have 
the aggrieved exhibs been able to 
get relief. 

Threat 
opposition 


of oppression or of new 

which sometimes has 
ruined towns because of resulting 
overseating conditions, has by de- 
grees been discouraged and lessened 


but not with such completeness as 
foreseen through the new ruling 
against non-essential construction. 


Move taken during the’ past week 
by the Supply, Priorities & Alloca- 
tion Board of the defense program 
prohibits all private building proj- 
ects requiring ‘appreciable quantities 
of critical materials.’ 

Action is similar to that taken in 
Canada sometime ago where no one 
can build a theatre unless a gov- 
ernment permit is obtained. They 
are reputed to be very difficult to 
get and will be issued only in spe- 
cial circumstances, as expected will 
be the case in this country. 

Question remaining to be settled 

(Continued on page 23) 


ALL MAY STOP 





BIZ IN MINN. '2:=:: 


Minneapolis, Oct. 14 
t 


The initial setback received by the 
consent decree film companies in 
their fight to invalidate the Minne- 


sota anti-decree law is reviving the 
proposals previously made by several! 
distributors to move 
branches from here to Hudson, 


of the 


and other towns just across the 
Minnesota border and only a few 
miles from the Twin Cities. How- | 
eve Northwest Allied leaders de- 
clare ‘it’s all a bluff,’ despite the fact 
United Ariist closing its local e 
change Ox 25 

Haskell M. Masters, westert 
manacel f UA. in. & telegra Y to 
he manager and other emplo} 
yf I Exchange, stated that the 
nove ‘has been made necessary d 
to legislation in the state of Min- 


1ich makes it impossible 
for us to operate in that state.’ 
Plans are now being completed to 
utilize the services of as many em- 
ployees as possible in nearby U. A. 
exchanges. 

All employees, however, have been 
given two weeks protective notice. 


nesoia \ 


theatres at a/| 
virtual siancstill, is expected to be |} 


their | 


Wis., | 


+ 








Rogell’s Solo for RKO 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

RKO closed a director deal with 
Al Rogell for one picture, still un- 
named, to be made under produc- 
‘ion supervision of J. R. McDonough. 

Rogeil checks in about Dec. 1, 
when he finishes “True to the Army’ 
at Paramount. 











Rooters Scarce In 
Film Gridders; Extras 
Demand Double Pay 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

Refusal of regular film extras to 
accept $5.50 studio calls as atmos- 
phere players caused a shortage of 
‘college rooters’ in two football pic- 
tures at 20th-Fox and Warners. Hun- 
dreds of extras, called by Central 
Casting demanded $10.50, rather 
than be typed in the $5.50 class. 
Guild call for $10.50 
when less than 30 are called for an 
Rule also provides 
that regular extras formerly on the 
$8.25 class are entitled to the new 
wage. There is a technical question 
wkether there is any rule requiring 
an extra to accept a $5:50 call. 
Studios require plenty of atmosphere 
players these days, with so many 
collegiate and military pictures de- 
manding crowded backgrounds, 


METRO DUSTING OFF 
ITS “TISH’ STORIES 


New rates 


individual set. 





Mary Roberts 
stories, which appeared in 
urday Evening Post, are being 
dusted off by Metro. Studio 
owned rights to them for a number 
of years, but has never filmed any 


Rinehart’s 
the Sat- 





of them. 

Originally contemplated for Marie 
shelved when 
Metro is now seeking an- 
other player to handle the various 
escapades of the tough old gal with 
the heart of sterling. 


they were 


‘Common Clay’ Remake 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Old stage play, ‘Common Clay,’ 
filmed as a Lew Ayres-Constance 

















‘Tish’ | 


has | 


Minn. Anti-Consent Decree Mess 
May Force Distribs to Get Ruling 
From Judge Who Signed Law in N.Y. 


vv 





While six major distributors are 
exploring the Minnesota. situation 
anew and giving consideration ta 
plans for a possible solution, law- 
yers are reported mulling the ques- 
tion of dangers involved in any se'l- 
ing action taken at this time, be- 
cause of fear that the case, contest- 
ing the legality of the Minre ota law 
against consent decree sales, might 
be jeopardized. 

Meantime, however, distribs have 
determined to go to bat on the con- 
stitutionality of the law following 
failure to get a temporary injune- 
tion in Minnesota. They are also 
considering going to Federal Judge 
Henry W. Goddard in New York 
who signed the consent decree. 
Among other things, Judge Goddard 
might be asked to rule on whether 
distribs could offer all their product, 
as provided under the Minnesota 
law, and still contest it in the courts. 

Distributors under the decree who 
are not selling 1941-42 pictures in 
Minnesota as a result of that state’s 
law are Metro, Warners, RKO, Par- 
amount and 20th-Fox. While not 


| under the decree, United Artists a’so 


is not’ selling Minnesota accounis 
since it sells most of its film singly, 
because of the producer-owner seiup 
in the company. 

First positive action, aside from 
no selling, is being taken by UA in 


scheduling the closing of its ex- 
change for Oct. 25. Accovnts in 
northwest Wisconsin, North and 


South Dakota, will be 
other branches. 


WB Bow-Out 
Minneapolis, Oct. 14. 
With the product situation grow- 
ing increasingly ‘serious for them, 
and their worries aggravated by 
Grad Sears’ announcement that 
Warner Bros. will do no Minnesota 
selling until a final determination of 
the state’s anti-consent decree law, 
at least, Minnesota independent ex- 
hibitors anxiously are awaiting 
edicts from the other decree com- 

panies and United Artists. 
The muddled state of affairs is ex- 


pected to be clarified somewhat 


serviced by 


when David Shearer, counsel for 
these major disiributors fighiing ihe 
state law, and Moe Levy, 20°h-Fox 
| district manager, return m New 


: Bennett starrer in 1930, is being 
brushed off for a remake at 20th-Fox, 
with James T. Farrel! on the rewrite | 
Ovo 
Ura i i] ) rina authored a 
i stage ro n py ( K - 


RKO’s Mr. Moneybags 


Oct. 14 
Increased pel the RKO 
the establishment of a 
new job, studio treasurer, to be held 
by Earl Rettig. former financial as- 
sistant to Reginald Armour, aide to 
George J. Schaefer, president. 
Rettig’s new post is apart from 
the functions of G. B. Howe, comp- 
troller of the studio. 


Ho ly wood, 
onnel on 


lot caused 





Report current RKO also has com-)} 


pleted plans to move out. 

' If the branches were located out- 
side the state they couldn’t sell in 
Minnesota unless they were regis- 
tered. And if the companies regis- 
ter, the Northwest Allied leaders 
assert, they'll have to sell under the 
state anti-decree law which requires 
them to include their entire season’s 
product in their deals subject to a 
minimum of 20% cancellation privi- 


jlege. Therefore, nothing would be 
| Bained by the moving. 
|} It is known, however, that, fol- 


jlowing the court's refusal to grant a 
| temporary injunction against the 
state law, some of the film com- 
panies have started looking into the 
idea of moving the branches out of 
Minneapolis and the state. An- 
nouncements are expected shortly in 
‘at least two instances. 


York this 
reveal 


week, It’s expected they'll 
whether it may be necessary 
for many Minnesota independent ex- 
hibitors to close their 
erate unprofitably because of 
Minneso a 


houses or 
1941-42 
non-selling by the other 
four companies and UA, too. 


OnDe 


Since the district court denied the 
companies’ application for a tempo- 
rary injunction agains! the s.a.e law 
requiring distributors to sell their 
}entire season’s prvduct subiect to a 
190¢. minimum cancelation nrivileve 
instead of in grouns o7 five, She 
and Levy have bee: Ne York 
i conferring with ho fice ¢ Is 
ind lewvers regarding the = 
cedure 

Keep i tine ped r : > 
il t nase t yt) S “ 
didn nea ] h t 
Warner Bro i 
the ite la Che » | ¥ 
that the othe { 1 oO 
P amou t 220i! Lk »‘ ] 
decide to go to the fe ie t ; 
New York to cbhiain a rele from 
the law and lose no time in doing 
it. so that, without further delay, they 





can buy 1941-42 product. 

The sooner the selling sitaris—with 
or without such release from the 
consent decree (‘(Norihwest Allied, 
the law’s sponsor, claims the com- 
panies could sell under the siate law 
without any release)—the better for 
the independents. Some of them 
are nearly under the gun as far as 
the sort of product their theatres are 
accustomed’ to playing is concerned. 
Others, who have enough pictures to 
keep their doors open for two to 
three months more, need the major 
1941-42 product for Sundays and 
normaliy profitable overations right 
now. 
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(OPERETTA) 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Victor 
Baville production. Stars Nelson Eddy 
and Rise Stevens. Features Nigel Bruce 
and Florence Bates. Directed by Roy Del 
Rath. Seore, Oscar Straus; additionai 
gongs, Gus Kahn and Bronisiau Kaper. 


Original operetta lyrics, Stanislaus Stange; 
original German lyrics, Rudolph Bernauer 
and Leopold Jacobson. Based on Ferenc 
Molnar’s play, ‘The Guardsman’; adapted 
by Leonard Lee and Keith Winter; dances 
giaged by Ernst Matray; musical adapta- 
tion Herbert Stothart and Brontslau 
Kaper; camera, Karl Freund; musica 
rangements. Merrill Pye; film editor, James 


are 


E. Newcom Tredeshown in N. ¥. Run- 
ning time, 102 MINS. 

Karl LAR. .< cecccceccceccecde Nelson Eddy 
Maria Lanyl....cccccese eecses Rise Stevens 
Bernard Fischer........:e......Nigel Bruce 
Madame Helene......++++++- Florence Rates 
Magda.......scccccccccess Dorothy Gilmore 
Liesel (maid)........-+e.--Nydia Westman 
ANTON... cc cccccesescvsconrres Max Barwyn 
Klementor. ...secseeseceecees Charles Judels 





‘The Chocolate Soldier’ is a dull 
operetta. Metro undoubtedly figured 
a two-ply vocal parlay, Nelson Eddy 
and Rise Stevens, the new Metropera 
star. And the theory of enticing a 
sizeable segment of new film fans— 
the music lovers—-to the Straus 
opera (fortified by the two star 
names) may work out. But on the 
screen, it’s pretty tired entertain- 
ment and only fair returns, at best, 
are indicated. 

The multiplicity of credits is ex- 
plained by a curious mixup over 
G. B. Shaw’s ‘Arms and the Man,’ 
which was the original book basis 
of ‘The Chocolate Soldier.’ Finding 
that Shaw was committed to Gabriel 
Pascal for ail film rights, Metro took 
the Oscar Straus score (having 
cleared everything on ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’ from its original German 
source) and spliced the whole thing 
onto Ferenc Molnar’s play, ‘The 
Guardsman,’ which rights the studio 
owns and has filmed before. The 
result ‘is a somewhat curious hybrid. 

But its lethargy (runs 102 minutes) 
fis not born so much of whether it’s 
Shaw or Molnar. It is the general 
old school, operetta, motivation. 

The plot of a husband, doubtful of 
his wife, disguising (with beard, 
etc.) as her lover, is fundamentally 
old-hat Continental farce. Through 
t all, of course, the wife is hep that 

er husband is trying to pass him- 
self off as another man. The hus- 
band is alternately gratified, or 
vexed, as his doubts and suspicions 
are dispelled or accentuated, de- 
pending on the wife’s moods and re- 
actions to his amorous advances. 
And through it all the audience is 
on to the obvious ruse. 

Thus, lacking suspense the picture 
unfolds its weary way punctuated by 
12 — count ’em — vocal interruptions. 
These include a couple of reprises of 
‘My Hero,’ excerpts from ‘Than- 
hauser’ (‘Evening Star’) and ‘Samson 
and Delilah’ (‘My Heart at Thy Still 
Voice’), a couple of original inter- 
polations, the ‘Flea Song,’ and 

While My Lady Sleeps,’ by the late 
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international saboteurs, FBI agents, 
and Scotland Yard operatives, ‘Inter- 
national Lady’ qualifies for at least 
featured billing by Senatorial isola- 
tionists. With sufficient advance 
steaming up, extolling its merits aS a 
thriller, the film should be a busi- 
ness getter in every type of theatre 
except in New York's Yorkville. 
There are no subtleties as to the 
fundamentals in the screenplay. The 
facts are simply stated: that sabotage 
by Hitlerites must be stamped out. 
In this highly commendable under- 
taking, British and American spies, 
under various aliases and disguises, 
vie with each other. It’s a tie con- 
test as George Brent, U.S.A., and 
Basil Rathbone, of Scotland Yard, 
finish up with Hitler’s head man 
handcuffed between them. In the 
matter of romance Brent is out front 
for the affections of Ilona Massey. 
Miss Massey is here doing her first 
straight film role, and acquits her- 
helf, both photogenically and histri- 
onically, in a manner that guarantees 
more frequent screen appearance. 
To attempt a plot summary would 
require a dozen code keys. But high- 
lighted in the story is an amazing 
new method of spy communication 
by which the tonal phrasings and 
melodies of a broadcast aria, sung by 
Miss Massey, reveals to U-boat cap- 
tains and German bombers. the 
whereabouts of aircraft and supply 
ships enroute from Canada to Britain. 
It’s even much more complicated 
than that, because the headquarters 
of the saboteurs in America (in 


. Yonkers of all places) must be de- 


stroyed. 

Success formula for this type of 
spy yarn lies chiefly in the pace of 
the action, the building of suspense 
over long range footage, and reason- 
able explanation of identities and 
motives of the leading characters. 
All of these requirements are ably 
handled by Tim, Whelan, who di- 
rected. 

Pictorially the production is un- 
usually appealing. Hal Mohr has en- 
hanced the theme with excellent 
shots of air, land and sea action. 
Modern equipment of radio record- 
ings, playbacks and the machinery 
and tricks used in spy hunting, are 
interestingly shown. Some of the 
portrait shots of Miss Massey are 
very beautiful. Too bad that the 
script has her on the wrong team. 

There are also some excellent con- 
tributions by the supporting players, 
notably Gene Lockhart and Marjorie 
Gateson, who plays a society hostess 
without a thought about the new in- 
come tax schedules. 

‘International Lady’ is up to the 
minute war melodrama. Flin, 


UNHOLY PARTNERS 


(ONE SONG) 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of 
Marx production, Stars Edward G. Robin- 
son, Edward Arnold, and Laraine Day. 


Samuel 





Features Marsha Hunt and William T. 
Orr. Directed by Melvyn LeRoy. Screen- 


Gus Kahn and Bronislau Kaper, The| Play by Earl Baldwin, Bartlett Cormack, 


latter also collaborated with Hervert 
Stothart on the musical adaptation 


and direction, and there are no less|and Turner Layton. 


than three full-stage operetta-with- 
in-an-operetta numbers. 

Neison Eddy and Rise Stevens, one 
of the more photogenic Met divas, 
are cast as the principals of a sup- 
posed hit musical sh playing in 
some anonymous Balkan capital. 
She yens for grand opera—her 
former field before marrying Eddy— 
and that starts the plot, as 
imagines her romantic conquests of 
operatic glory | still 
domestic felicity/ 

Eddy works hard in his role of the 
pseudo-Russian, effecting a neat 
makeup as the vodka basso and gut- 
turaling his lines with a caviar 
brogue. But the slow plot is against 
both leads. Miss Stevens is pleasant 
to look at. Vocally, she gives an ex- 
cellent account of herself. Nigel 
Bruce, as the family friend, effective- 
Jy registers the slow-take school of 
comedy in. standard style, and 
Florence Bates as the harridan of a 
personal maid, punctuates 
quence tellingly. 

Production is handsome; incidental 
dances professional but not socko; 
scoring is topnotch but even the in- 
terpolations lend nothing to refresh 
the overly familiar Straus music. 

The stellar songbirds may prove 
something, however, as and if they 
draw the lyceum-Chautauqua concert 
type of patronage to make up for 
the slack that will be left by the 
more mundane film fans. Abel. 


her se- 





International Lady 


United Artists release of Edward 
roduction. Stars George Brent, 
jassey, and Basil Ruihbone. 
Gene Lockhart, Marjorie Gateson, George 
Zucco, and Martin Kosleck. Directed by 
Tim Whelan. Screenplay, by Howard Estn- 
brook, from a story by E. Lloyd Sheldon 
and Jack DeWitt. Camera, Hal Mohr; film 
editor, William Claxton; asst. dir., Sam 
Nelson; musica] director, Lud Gluskin. 
Score by Lucien Moraweck. Previewed in 


Small's 
llona 
Features 


projection room, N. Y., Oct. 10, ‘41. Run- 
ning time, 100 MINS, 

Wir TAAWICY .0ccccceecovescces George Brent 
Caria Nise .. cccsccccvccecs: Tiona Massey 
ee Basil Rathione 
Bidney Grenner..ceesesesess: Gene Lockhart 
Webster.....cccccrere eoseee--George Zucco 
Dr .Rowan..... onntesesevens Francis Pierlot 
Bruner......ee.s 000 2000 ons Martin Kosleck 
ORION assoc scce eccccces-Charles D. Brown 
Mrs. Grenner.............-Marjorie Gateson 
Moulton. ...ccocccescccsses Leland Hodgson 
Bewell. ..vccvcccccescvecesecs Clayton Moore 
Denby..... bbhbC ee Co ese ted Gordon DeMain 
a. Frederic Worlock 





An exciting and entertaining melo- 
drama. Filled to the last reel with 


he JAS 
disturb her} 


and Lesser Samuels. Camera, George 
Barnes; film editer, Harold F. Kress. Song, 





‘After You've Gone,’ by Henry Creamer 
Previewed in frojec- 
} tion room, N. ¥., Oct. 10, ’41. Running 
| t ne, 94 MINS. 
| Bruce Corey.......... Edward G. Robinson 
Merrill Lambert.........-.. Edward Arnold 
BENE CHONI. cccccenbes<ccee cn Laraine Day 
cB 4 a Marsha Hunt 
SN PW Ollcacs40-ce00e0s William T. Orr 
Michael Z. Reynolds...........Don Beddoe 
Managing Editor.........Walter Kingsford 
Capes AR, 24 ¢0essenees on Charles Dingle 
SR ey ee oe Charles Halton 
SOE Ton 75.0 6b.060000600006506 Joseph Downing 
Rees SRORUNG o'n. cb 06060K00600~ Clyde Fillmore 
Colonel Mason.....cccoccece> Emory Parnell 
RNNUEiarcaic ba Oeabbdebedeseodbaee Don Costello 
re ae Marcel Dalio 
Edward G. Robinson has been 


playing the crusading newspaper 
editor for so long in his radio serial 
that it seems only natural for him to 
turn up as boss of the city room in 
‘Unholy Partners.” He’s a tough 
heartiess and unscrupulous foe of 
gamblers and crooks, worst of whom 
is Edward Arnold. Theirs are two 
names for the marquee; the third is 
Laraine Day as Robinson’s all-know- 
ing private secretary. A promising 
setup, but the film turns out a con- 
ventional melodrama with all the fa- 
miliar newspaper yarn cliches. It is 
just an ordinary feature. 

Further cause for surprise that the 
picture disappoints is that Mervyn 
LeRoy is the director. The combi- 
nation of Robinson and LeRoy scored 
in “Five Star Final’ for Warners in 
1931, and ‘Partners’ is laid back in 
the same post-war, prohibition pe- 
riod, but it’s an unconvincing piece 
of fiction which Earl Baldwin, Bart- 
lett Cormack and Lesser Samuels 
have whipped together. 

The story has Robinson returning 
from France with the A.E.F. to his 
former newspaper job on a conserva- 
tive daily. He has an idea that the 
times demand a new type of journal- 
ism, the sensational tabloid, but his 
efforts to obtain backing are unpro- 
ductive until he approaches Arnold, 
gambler and gangster. The latter 
agrees to finance the paper as a 50-50 
partner, and thereafter the film is 
concerned almost entirely with the 
feud which develops between the 
two. At the windup Robinson shoots 
his associate in self-defense during a 
quarrel. He, too, comes to a tragic 
end when he is lost at sea as a pas- 
senger on a transatlantic flight which 
has been promoted by his newspaper 
as a publicity stunt. This sequence 
recalls the similar tragedy which be- 
fell Phil Payne of the New York 
Mirror, 

Both Robinson and Arnold play the 
leads with the snarling bravado rem- 





Miniature Reviews 


‘The Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) 
(Operetta). Sluggish musical 
entry which Nelson Eddy and 





newcomer, Rise Stevens, must 

carry. Disappointing. 
‘International Lady’ (UA). 

Current war spy thriller. Made 


to order for the better first runs. 

‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G). Con- 
ventional newspaper melodrama 
of the gangster era. Just ordi- 
nary; plays like a reissue. 

‘Sundown’ (UA). Okay ad- 
venture meller that will do 
modest business. 

‘Target For Tonight’ (WB). 
British of Information approved 
thriller of R. A. F.; a ‘must’ for 
realism. 

‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ (U) 
(Musical). A very weak 59- 
minute feature which lets good 
talent down badly. 

‘Flying Cadets’ (U). Edmund 
Lowe and William Gargan bol- 
stering lightweight aviation 
thriller; dualers alone. 

‘Mercy Island’ (Rep). Enter- 
taining adventure meller in new 
pictorial setting. Good dual sup- 
port for family trade. 

‘Jesse James at Bay’ (Rep) 
(Songs). J. J. rides again, with 
Roy Rogers and George Hayes 
doing all right. A better western. 

‘Port Arthur’ (French). Dated 
Danielle Darrieux spy-meller 
won’t count for much, even in 
arties. 








iniscent of the gangster style of films. 
In fact, it all seems like a reissue. 
This is particularly true of the gal- 
lery of deadpan gunmen who are 
forever showing up in doorways and 
alleys with guns in their right-hand 
pockets. Of similar vintage are the 
romantic sequences. Miss Day, who 
has been coming to the front rapidly 
of late, has no chance at all. Marsha 
Hunt sings pleasantly a song entitled 
‘After You’ve Gone.’ 

In his direction, LeRoy never 
really gets the story rolling, and 
there is conspicuous lack of any in- 
genuity in handling of characters or 
incidents. Comedy has been omitted 
from the script. Flin. 


SUNDOWN 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 


United Artists release of Walter Wanger 
production. Stars Gene Tierney; features 
Bruce Cabot, George Sanders, Harry Carey, 


Joseph Calleia, Reginald Gardiner, Carl 
Esmond, Mare Lawrence, Sir Cedric Hard- 
wicke. Directed by Henry Hathaway. 


Screenplay by Barre Lyndon from his Sat- 
urday Evening Post; camera, Charles Lang; 
editor, Dorothy Spencer; special effects, 





Ray Binger. Previewed in Studio Projec- 
tion Room, L. A. Running time, 90 MINS. 
TT er eee are Gene Tierney 
Crawford. «..0+cceetecessececece: Bruce Cabot 
Major Coombes.............George Sanders 
Bishop.........-«+++.-Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
BOOT . 6 0.600 0440060506464 40406 Harry Carey 
Se ccccccess..-- Joseph Calleia 
Lieutenant Turner....... Reginald Gardiner 
PROP PONE.6 st tedsw vide shederses Carl Esmond 
PIMIURMS wide beau sdeens< Mare Lawrence 
DEPPUNNE: 6ot0cnss.ceeonsoebes et Jeni Le Gon 
NS rare dbee tank ha abe Emmett Smith 
Kipsang’s Bride......... Dorothy Dandridge 
BEDUTRO «6:40 00 0406054 6sen on Gilbert Emory 

An adventurous melodrama, un- 


folded in a colonial outpost of British 
East Africa, ‘Sundown’ is a timely 
and interesting tale of its type, which 
—despite low voltage marquee values 
of cast—will carry through key runs 
solo for moderately successful biz. 

Locale is cinematically fresh, the 
Kenya country near the Abyssinian 
border. Barre Lyndon’s screenplay 
of own Satevepost story neatly mixes 
informative material of conditions 
with interesting drama of current 
conditions on East African front; 
while Henry Hathaway directs in 
straight line to hold audience at- 
tention, and accentuate the dramatic 
highlights en route, 

Although Gene Tierney gets star 
lacks fire performance necessary 


to put over the role assigned. Bruce 
Cabot holds major importance, and 


delivers solidly. George Sanders, 
Harry Carey, Joseph Calleia, Car] 
Esmond, Reginald Gardiner, Marc 


Lawrence and Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
combine to provide excellent support 
throughout. 

Story details the British adminis- 
tration of colonies, and the far- 
reaching efforts of Nazi agents to 
foment native uprisings against the 
British. Cabot is local commissioner 
of Manieka, being joined by army 
officer Sanders, who is detailed to 
uncover gun-running plot to natives. 
Esmond, secret Nazi agent, arrives 
posing as mining engineer; also Miss 
Tierney, operator of large caravans 
and network of native trading posts. 
Girl promises full cooperation to 
British, and leaves suddenly with 
Esmond to learn latter’s plans and 
headquarters, after telling him his 
real mission. Cabot follows caravan, 
and there’s rousing excitement in 
hidden caves until Sanders and 
soldiers arrive to rescue the pair and 
clean out the Nazi mob. Story takes 
every possible opportunity to indict 





| dictator hip and world domination 
| aims of Nazi and fascists, Finale 


are being held in bombed church, 
and Hardwicke, as bishop and father 
of deceased Sanders, makes a ringing 
plea for faith in the final victory. 
Picture carries advantage of top 
roduction mounting. Mostly ex- 
eriors in and around the outpost and 
surrounding country, the photog- 
raphy of Charles Lang gets the 
utmost out ef the scenic values with 
topnotch camera work. Walt. 


TARGET FOR TONIGH 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Warner Bros. release of Crown Film Unit 
production. Directed by Harry Watt. Pro- 
duced with full co-operation of Britain's 
Royal Air Force (released with approval of 
Ministry of Information). Unit manager, 8. 
Spiro; story by Harry Watt and B. Cooper; 
camera, Jonah Jones, E. Catford; editor, 
S. McAllister; music by R.A.F. Central 
band. Previewed in Projection Room, N.Y., 
Oct. 9, '41. Running time, 48 MINS, 





This is the most realistic picture to 
come out of the current European 
war. Film is gripping right from the 
first shot of a zooming British obser- 
vation plane, just back from photo- 
graphing military objectives in Ger- 
many. It leoks like a sure grosser. 

‘Target for Tonight’ is propaganda 
at its peak, a forthright documentary 
of R.A.F. bombing activities in the 
preseht conflict, told in succinct 
fashion and with thrill packed on 
thrill. 

While it is a little difficult to be- 
lieve that every person appearing in 
the production is a member of the 
R.A. (because it’s not reasonable 
to believe so many excellent actors 
got into this branch of service), this 
is to the film’s credit. Makes for a 
lifelike story without amateurish 
flareups. Fact that so many stand- 
ard British screen players are not 
available for film work in England 
today is partly remes by the 
many thespians in this air epic. 

Story essentially traces the ex- 
periences of one bomber (F, letter 
used to designate a particular ship 
in the Bomber Command) from the 
time, first photographs are obtained 
for inspection by the command until 
the bombing plane safely returns to 
its home field. This naturally brings 
in all the ramifications of elaborate 
preparations before the boys hop off 
at dusk. Closeup is given thy tes 
ters, different departments, loading 
of bombs, inspection of machine gun 
bullets and clips and precautions 
needed on weather and other flying 
conditions. 

The carry-on and casual spirit of 
the R.A.F. fighters seldom is over- 
done. While the detailed buildup 
for the bombing expedition is slight- 
ly drawn out in opening sequences, 
this does not detract from the fact 
that here is one of the ‘must-see’ 
films of 1941. Wear. 


Moonlight in Hawaii 
(MUSICAL 





billing, the girl has little to do, and | 


Downs, Sunnie O'Dea, Maria Montez, 
Marjorie Gateson, Richard Carle. Directed 
by Charles Lamont, Story, Eve Greene; 
;adaptation, Morton Grant, James Gow, 
Erna Lazarus; song, Gene de Paul, Don 
Raye, Johnny Noble Leileiochoku; editor, 
Arthur Hilton; photography, Stanley 
Cortez. At Palace, N. Y., half dua! bill, 
week Oct, 9 ‘41. Running time, 59 
MINS, 
WORE 3.05 00 0400860800 0045000008 Jane Frazee 
BMONOSS <ccc0e o ccvecdes coeceses Leon Errol 
Ce os cecedeoeeeeetenson< Mischa \uer 
WED. ccowcccesecececcosecsce Johnny Downs | 
GROTER. ccccccoesecees ~eceveces Sunnie O'Dea 
iceneeees Maria Montez 
me, WO .204000 Marjorie Gateson 
BAOTTEOR, 6 .0000009000080600008 Richard Carle 
PELE REGS catows Kéeeeeeeees Elaine Morey 
The Merry Macs: 
a) SERA ~ «sneconeans Jud McMichael 
Ms + c uhins coedews Ted McMichael 
Sa Joe McMichael 
oe eee Mary Lou Cook 





| 








shifts back to London, where services’ 


Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 
duction. Stars Jane Frazee, Leon Errol, 
Mischa Auer, Merry Macs; features Johnny 


tioned serves for the production 
number toward the finish which in- 
cludes Maria Montez, a group of 
hula dancers, an orchestra which 
Auer conducts and others. 
‘Hawaiian War Chant,’ dene by the 
Merry Macs, was written by Johnny 
Noble Leileiochoku. 

Errol and Carle are paired as men 
in the pineapple juice business who 
fall out, each going on the make for 
Miss Gateson because she’s wealthy 
and they could use some capital. 
Meantime, Downs and the Merry 
Macs are trying to get on the air for 
either Errol or Carle. When Errol 
does a drunk in Carle’s apartment, 
in which are a lot of valuable art 
objects that he breaks, some good 
laughs are drawn but otherwise they 
are of the thinnest texture. 

For a musical, picture is much 
shorter than the average, running 
only 59 minutes. It’s still long 
enough, however, but being a weak 
sister makes an easy fit for houses 
to pair it with a strong ‘A’ cere, 

har, 


FLYING CADETS 


Universal release of Pau! Malvern pro- 


duction. Features William Gargan, Ede 
mund Lowe, Peggy Moran, Frank Alberte 
son, Frankie Thomas, Roy Harris. Die 
rected by Erle C. Kenton. Original screen- 
play, Joseph West, Roy Chanslor, Stanley 
Rubin; camera, John W. Boyle. At Rialto, 
N. Y., week Oct. 13, ‘41. Running time, 
60 MINS, 

TIP. .ccccececevecsccecececs William Gargan 
ROOK ccedcvcccccrccecosesess Edmund Lowe 
BIRCy cccccccscvccccccccecescs Peggy Moran 
Bob...cceccse eecccsseccceces Frank Abertson 
AdAMB...ccccsesccces ecceces Frankie Thomas 
BOATRGB. cncccccccscccccceseccces Roy Harris 
Br. PAM. .cccccvcccce cess Charles Williams 
Mer. TayloP.ccccocoescccscecs: John Maxwell 
CondwctOr, .cccecccsccsseces George Melford 
Colonel....6. eeccvcescccoosd Arch Hendricks 
MAIy . .cccccccccovecescceees Louise Lorimer 





Saga of training young America to 
become crack aviators in U. S. flying 
corps has been done several times by 
producers in recent months, and 
much more effectively than in ‘Fly- 
ing Cadets.’ Never intended as any- 
thing other than a programmer, it 
does seem a waste of talent to shove 
William Gargan and Edmund Lowe 
into such a trite yarn. Nice for lower 
rung of dualers, where it will make 
coin for the distribs. 

Bob Ames (Frank Albertson), 
young airplane enthusiast, wants to 
develop a flying school for army 
aviation aspirants and also win a 
government contract on his new 
speedy plane. Not clear: which he 
wants more, but scripters ultimately 
decide to concentrate on his high- 
speed plane because it rings in air 
circus gyrations. His assistant is Wil- 
liam Gargan while Edmund Lowe, 
war ace and older brother, enters 
plot because a crack aviator ig 
needed to train the boys at the free- 
lance school, 

Erle C. Kenton has done nicely in 
directing the screenplay Joseph West, 
Roy Chanslor and Stanley Rubin 
cooked up. H. J. Salter’s musical 
backgrounding covers lightweight 
production values, while John W. 
Boyle’s photography is best on the 
flying material. Wear. 


MERCY ISLAND 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 


Republic release of Armand Schaefer pro- 











Some good talent goes sour in a 
tiresome musical laid in Hawaii, 
turned out for Universal by Ken 
Goldsmith and weakly directed by 
Charles Lamont. The numerous 
song numbers are small help and the 
comedy is of the mildest character, 
there being only one sequence, with 

eon Errol, that gets any laughs. 
Even as the supporting feature on 
double bills it will disappoint. 

In addition to Errol, the cast in- 
cludes Mischa Auer (also wasted), 
Marjorie Gateson as a slightly wacky 
widow, Jane Frazee, the Merry Macs 
and others. Their combined efforts 
to wrest some life from a poor 
script, a problem which also no 
doubt confronted Lamont on the 
direction, fail miserably. Comedy 
lines given Errol, Auer, Richard 
Carle and others are woefully weak. 
: Story is a haphazard concoction of 
incidents, starting with arrival of 
Johnny Downs in. Hawaii as escort 
for a party of visitors headed by 
Miss Gateson. He's a refugee from 
the three male members of the 
Merry Macs troupe and works into 
most of the song numbers with them 
in addition to numbers with Miss 
Frazee. This is latter’s second pic- 
ture. She was in ‘Buck Privates’ 
and is a looker who handles herself 
well. In addition to Mary Lou of 
the Merry Macs quartet, Sunnie 
O’Dea and Elaine Morey also mix 
into the singing. 

Of the songs turned out by Gene 
de Paul and Don Raye, ‘All for One’ 
and ‘It’s People Like You’ listen 
pretty well but are unlikely to be- 
come hits. Downs and Miss Frazee 
do the latter. Other numbers, 
mostly with the Merry Macs, plus 
others, include ‘Poi,’ ‘We'll Have a 
Lot of Fun,’ ‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ 





and ‘Aloha Low Down.’ Last-men- 


duction. Features Ray Middleton, Gloria 
| Dickson, Otto Kruger, Don Douglas Die 
rected by William Morgan. Screenplay by 
Malcolm Stuart Boylan; from novel by 
Theodore Pratt; camera, Reggie Lanning} 
editor, Ernest Nims; production manager, 
Al Wilson. Previewed in studio projeGe 
tion room, Oct. 7, °41. Running time, 
71 MINS. 

Warren Ramsey......es.ee-- Ray Middleton 
Lesile Rams@y.....cscess ,..-Gloria Dickson 
Dr. Samderson.ceccccccesesess Otto Kruger 
Clay Wooster ccccoseccecces + DOR Dougwe 
Cast. LOWO. cecccceccveess Forrester Harvey 
Wiel. ctcenaboss ....-Terry Kilburn 





Projected against the novel] back- 
ground of the Florida Keys, ‘Mercy 
Island’ is a well-told drama that 
maintains good suspense during the 
unfolding of an adventurous tale. 
Picture is due for sustained audience 
attention in supporting slots of the 
duals. 

Malcolm Stuart Boylan delivers an 
above par script from Theodore 
Pratt’s novel, taking advantage of the 
fresh and interesting pictorial back- 
grounds provided to display the mel- 
odramatic features of the tale. Story 
details the adventures of a big game 
fishing party that puts out from Key 
West for a day’s angling. There’s 
Ray Middleton; his wife, Gloria Dick- 
son; college pal, Don Douglas; skip- 
per, Forrester Harvey, and dockboy 
Terry Kilburn. Insisting on chasing 
a large fish through the keys, Mid- 
leton projects the party on a remote 
key with a disabled boat and limited 
provisions. Meller tempo speeds up 
with Middleton displaying mild in- 
sanity to put everyone on edge. 
Group is saved by recluse, Otto 
Kruger, former prison doctor and 
fugitive from a mercy killing charge. 
Lone inhabitant sparingly doles out 
his limited supply of food, while 
Middleton becomes a madman. Lat- 

(Continued on page 20) 





Title Changes 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

‘Miss Achilles’ Heel’ is release title 
for ‘Her Honor’ at Metro. 

‘Four Jacks anu a Queen’ became 
‘Four Jacks and a Jill’, at RKO, 

Paramount switched from ‘My 
Favorite Blonde’ to ‘You’re Danger- 
ous, 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 9 





‘Jekyll’ $14,000, Having Trouble With 


Femmes in Chi, But ‘Foxes’ Great ~ 


$20,000; ‘Wife’ Pulling 


ling Good $1,0 








Chicago, Oct. 14. 

Three pictures of importance got 
going this weekend and all indicate 
considerable strength at the box- 
office. Chicago has ‘Nothing But 
¢he Truth,’ which drew only so-so 
notices, but biz is plenty satisfac- 
tory for the Bob Hope flicker. Pal- 
ace is doubling ‘Little Foxes’ with 
‘Spitfire’s Baby,’ but it is strictly the 
Bette Davis starrer which is getting 
the attention in all copy and from 
the public. Third is ‘Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde’ in the United Artists. 

Roosevelt continues with its_first- 
run double feature policy, currently 

Jaying ‘Our Wife’ and ‘Dressed to 
Kill’ and will manage a fair enough 
week. State-Lake on Friday (17) 
enters its final week as a vaudfilm 
spot, and on Oct. 24 goes straight 
pictures with ‘Sergeant York,’ which 
figures to go eight weeks or more in 
this house. 

Oriental on Oct. 24 quits its pres- 
ent double feature policy and re- 
turns to vaudfilms. Oriental cur- 
rently has ‘Harmon of Michigan’ as 
one of its two pictures, and the foot- 
baller is accounting for coin, es- 
pecially on a mob of highschoolers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—S‘un Valley’ (20th) (2d wk.). This 
makes third week in the loop and 
still okay at $4,500, after taking 
down good $6,400 last week. 

Chicago (B&-K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and stage 
show. Bob Hope item drew some 
demurrers from the press, but still a 
good boxoffice item that will ripen 
the take to fancy $38,500. Last week, 
‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) and vaude, 
so-so from the start and had to be 
aided by another picture preview at 
final show to count up to $30,800. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Mr. Jordan’ (Col). Columbia 
continues to spend considerable coin 
in aiding advertising on this one in 
this holdover house, where indica- 
tions are for good enough $5,000. 
Last week. ‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G), 
mild at $4,100. 

Oriental (Troauois) (3.200: 28-44) 
—Harmon’ (Col) and ‘Life Begins 
Hardy’ (M-G). Top flicker is doing 
the bulk of the cood trade here, as 
it hasn’t been milked around town. 
Which means maybe $8,500. fine. 
Last week. ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and 
‘Out of Foe’ (WB), fair enough 
$7,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500: 33-44-66)— 
‘Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Spitfire Baby’ | 
(RKO). Combination powerfully | 
sold and etting great $20,000. Last | 
week, $10.200. pretty low for ‘This| 
Woman’ (U) and ‘Mob Town’ (U). 

Reosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—-“Our Wife’ (Col) and ‘Dressed | 
to Kill’ (20th). Double bill looks | 
for all right $11.000,-mainly on ‘Our | 
Wife.” Last week, ‘Belle Starr’| 
(20th) and ‘Nine Lives’ (WB),| 
Sagged sherply in second session to 
finish at meacre $7,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700: 28-44)— | 
‘Flying Blind’ (Par) and ‘Spices of | 





1941’ unit on stage. Strength of | 
stage item pushing gross to excel-| 
lent $19.000. Last week, ‘Spooks’ | 


(Mono) and ‘Sweater Girl’ unit, good | ‘ 


$18.100. 

United Artists (B&-K-M-G) (1.700: 
35-55-65-75)—"Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G).| 
Opened Saturday (11) and lack of | 
ability to drag in femmes is its one | 
big problem. Initial session from 
here looks like $14.000. fair but un- 


der expectations. Last week, ‘Mr. 
Jordan’ (Col). finished fortnight to | 
80-so $8.700. 





ASTAIRF-HAYWORTH 
BIG $6,000 IN OMA 


Omaha, Oct. 14 
Fred Astaire - Rita Hayworth’s 
“You'll Never Get Rich’ clicking at | 
the Brandies. Johnny. ‘Seat’ Davis’ | 
band plus ‘Married Bachelor’ are 
likewise doing fine at the Orpheum. | 
Omaha has ‘Navy Blues’ and ‘Flying | 
Blind’ and will get comfortable gross. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1.500: 10- | 
25-35-40)—‘Never Get Rich’ ([Col) | 
and ‘Harmon Michigan’ (Col). Very | 
big $6,000, nossiblv more. Last week, | 
second of ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO), dis- | 
appointing $3,000. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000: ee 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 


55)—‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G) with 
Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis band. Very 
Satisfactory $14,500. Last week, ‘Wild 
Geese’ (20th) and Horace Heidt band, 
fine $21,700. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
— ‘Navy Blues’ (WB) and ‘Flying 
Blind’ (Par). Satisfactory $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) 
and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th), $7,800. 
~vtate (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)— 
Dive Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Blossoms 
Dust’ (M-G), split with ‘Land Lib- 
erty’ (M-G), ‘Very Young Lady’ 
(20th) and ‘Bachelor Daddy’ (Col). 
Pretty good $1,000. Last week, 
Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and ‘Bride 
C.O.D. (WB), split with ‘Moon 
Burma’ (Par), ‘Too Many  Biondes’ ! 





' 


| wk. ). 


(U) and ‘Fighting 69th’ (WB), 
$1,200 2 ee 


Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—Raiders Desert’ (U), ‘Angels 
Broken Wings’ (Rep) and ‘No Time 
Comedy’ (WB), triple, split with 
‘Passage Hong Kong’ (WB), ‘Rookies 
Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Shepherd Hills’ 
(Par), and ‘Hurry Charlie’ (RKO) 
and ‘Bride C.0.D."(V"B). Nice $: 109. 
Last week, ‘Outlaws Cherokee’ (Rep) 
‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB) and ‘Knock- 
out’ (WB), triple, split with ‘Billy 
Kid’ (Cap), ‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) 
and ‘Power Dive’ (Par), and ‘Lady 


Lousiania’ (Rep) and ‘Bride 

Crutches’ (20th), fair $1,000. 
Avenue-Military-Dundee (Gold- 

berg) (960; 600; 300; 25)—Dive 


Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Blossom Dust’ 
(M-G), split with .‘Land Liberty’ 
(M-G), ‘Very Young Lady’ (20th) 
and ‘Bachelor Daddy (Col). Good 
$1,200. Last week, ‘Shepherd Hills’ 
(Par) and ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB), split 
with ‘Moon Burma’ (Par), ‘Fighting 
96th’ (WB) and ‘Too Many Blondes’ 
(U), $1,000. 


NY. TOWN NG. 
$7,000 IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Oct. 14. 

Biz continues good here, with re- 
cent nighttime opening of downtown 
department stores helping keep them 
in town for added nocturnal action. 

‘Nothing But The Truth,’ at Keith’s, 
is marching ahead to a healthy fig- 
ure. Also very steady is ‘Ladies in 
Retirement,’ nicely bolstered at the 
combo Hipp by a good vaude layout. 
Rest of town, mostly in h.o., holding 
good pace, with ‘Honky Tonk,’ at 
Loew’s Century, extra solid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17-28- 
44)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding excellent pace to very strong 
$15,000; possible third stanza. Last 
week, Gable-Turner opus rang the 
bell with resounding $22,700, biggest 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Ladies in Re- 








|} in this house since ‘Gone.’ 


tirement’ (Col) plus vaude headed 
by Yvette. Maintaining good pace 
to $16,000. Last week, second of 


‘Never Get Rich’ (Col), plus vaude, 
added fairish $9,300 to strong open- 
in’ round at $15,600. 

Feith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 17- 
28-33-39-44)—‘Nothing But Truth’ 
(Par). Nicely spotted and headed 
for $12,000. good. Last week, 
‘Started With Eve’ (U) in second 
week, added $6,200 to initial setto at 
bie $11,400. 


New (Mechanic) (1.581; 17-28-35- 
44)-Vank RAF.” (20th) (2d wk) 
Maintaining strong pace to add good 
$6,590 to very good opener at $9,100; 
roth socko figures for limited capa- 
mitxr h ore 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 17-28-40-44- 


55)—‘New York Town’ (Par). Quick 
booking to mark time for ‘Sgt. York’ 
(WR) clated to follow. Wiil inch out 
we!: $7.900. Last week. ‘Navy Blues’ 
(UrO\ A intine $8800. 


Karo’ Mofty 82.000. Port.: 


\‘Navy Blues’ Okay $7,400 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 14. 
Despite heavy competish from San 
and International 


Francisco Onera 


| Stoek Show, theatre biz surged up-| 


ward last week, with S.R.O. signs 
| pr minent. 

This week, ‘Citizen Kane’ is climb- 
ine hich et the Broadway, with the 
only other new show. ‘Navy Blues,’ 
lalso doing well at the big Para- 


|} mount. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2.000; 35-40- 
50)—Citizen Kane’ (RKO). Well 
advertised and looks for strong $8,- 
009. Last week, ‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) 


and ‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep), second 
week, high $6,300. 


Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500: 35-40-50)—‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) 


and ‘Seattergood’ (RKO) (4th wk.). 
Good $3,000. Third week satisfac- 
tory $3,500. 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(1.800; 35-40-50)—Never Get Rich’ | t 
'to Metropolitan for second downtown | 
is proving still a_ boxoffice | 


(Col) and ‘Harmon Michigan’ (Col) 
(2d wk.). Nice $4,500. First week, 
great $7,300. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3.000: 35-40-50)—‘Navy Blues’ (WB) 
and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th). Going 


over for strong $7.400. Last 11 days, 
‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) and ‘A¢- 
fectionately Yours’ (WB) (4 days) 
and ‘West Point Widow’ (Par) ( 


wk.), fine $12,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
49-50)—‘Honky Tonk’ (‘M-G) (2d 
Smash $7,500. First week. 
colossal $9,099. ; 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of Oct. 16 

Asteor—‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ (M-G) (10th week). 

(Reviewed in Vanrrery, July 23) 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(49th week). 

Capitol—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) 
(3d week). 

(Reviewed in Vanery, Sept. 17) 

Criterion — ‘Married Bachelor’ 
(M-G) (15). 

(Reviewed in Vanriery, Sept. 10) 

Glebe—'Target for Tonight’ 
(WB) (17). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 

Music Hall—‘All That Money 
Can Buy’ (M-G). 

Psxramount—Hold Back the 
Dawn’ (Par) (3d week). 

(Reviewed in Variety, July 23) 
ae Cadets’ (U) 

4). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 

Rivoli—*This Woman is Mine’ 
(U) (18). 

(Reviewed in Vanrtery, Aug. 27) 
.Roexy—'‘A Yank in the R.A.F’ 
(20th) (3d week). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 10) 

Strand—‘Sergeant York’ (WB) 
(17). 

(Reviewed in Variery, July 23) 

Week of Oct. 23 

Astor—Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ (M-G) (llth week). 

Broadway—‘Dumbo’ (Disney). 

(Reviewed in Varrery, Oct. 1) 

Capitol—-‘Smilin’ Through’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 17) 

- Paramount—Nothing But the 
Truth’ (Par) (22). 

(Reviewed in Variety, July 30) 

Rivoli—‘This Woman is Mine’ 
(U) (2d week), 

Strand—‘Sergeant York’ (WB) 
(2d week). 


‘YANK’ SOCK — 
$35,000, DET. 


Detroit, Oct. 14. 
‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ is making 
‘Charlie’s Aunt’ look like a sissy at 
the b.o. Playing the Fox, the picture, 
off with nice exploitation, is zoom- 
ing up to top the previous high 
grosses hit by the Jack Benny film. 
Biz, which had drifted down dur- 
ing the past few weeks, is on the 
upsurge again. Michigan is having a 
nifty week, too, with ‘Nothing But 
the Truth’ and ‘Buy Me That Town.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—Our Wife’ (Col) (2d wk) and 
‘Burma Convoy’ (U). On the duller 
side with fair $6,000. Last week, 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th) (4th wk) and 
‘Flying Cadets’ (U), fair $6,500. 














Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-45- 
55)Yank in R.A.F.’ (20th) and 
‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U). Smash 
$35,000 in sight. Last week, ‘Our 
Wife’ (Col) and ‘Woman Is Mine’ 
(U), nice $17,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


and ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par). 
Healthy $18,000. Last week, ‘Hold 
Back Dawn’ (Par) and ‘Henry Ald- 
rich’ (Par), good $17,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 40-45-55)—“Hold Back Dawn’ 
(Par) and ‘Sign of Wolf’ (Mono). 
Fair $8,500. Last week, ‘Citizen Kane’ 
(RKO) (2d wk) and ‘Met Argentina’ 
(RKO), slick $10,000. 

United .Artists. (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 40-45-55) —- ‘Blossoms Dust’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Married Bachelor’ 
| (M-G). Average $8,000. Last week, 
‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and 
| (M-G), good $9,000. 





40-45-55)—‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) | 


‘Get Away’ | over: 


A very strong weekend, followed 
by a good take Monday (Columbus 
Day), this week will mean very 
profitable business for Broadway 
pictures which have more than the 
average draught. The town is 
cluttered with holdovers, but they 
are all pulling at the boxoffice, with 
the current stanza in most cases 
close behind last week’s grosses. 
Again where stageshows are a part 
of the policy the tenor of the busi- 
ness is most steady. Three-day holi- 
day weekend no doubt brought in an 
appreciable number of tourists. 


Only major first-run bringing in a 
new picture is the Rivoli. It opened 
‘This Woman-Is Mine’ Saturday (11), 
but picture’s getaway speed was not 
so fast. Probabilities are that the 
first week will not count to more 
than $20,000, under average. 

‘It Started With Eve’ is very big 
on its holdover at the Music Hall, 
indications pointing to $87,000. This 
compares with $90,000 fhe first seven 
days. Equally sturdy is ‘Yank in the 
R.A.F.’ now in its third sock week at 
the Roxy at a $48,000 pace, while last 
stanza (2d) was $52,000. This show 
goes a fourth lap. ‘Hold Back the 
Dawn’ and Xavier Cugat started a 
final (3d) round today (Wed.) at the 
Paramount after coming through 
with very big $51,000 on the seven 
days ended last night (Tues.). 

Strand show, ‘Maltese Falcon’ and 
Jan Savitt, is another holdover that 
is attracting "em. Currently on its 
second session, the gross should be 
about $34,000. The first week was 
$38,500. Will not hold over, since 
‘Sergeant York’ and Phil Spitainy 
are scheduled for Friday (17) on a 
booking set some time ago. 

‘Honky Tonk’ remains a_ third 
rubber at the Capitol, although it is 
no sensation there. This week <‘2d) 
is comparatively better at $25,000 
than the first, however, when $32,000 
was reported for film. In both cases 
this is satisfactory profit for the 
straight-filmer, though under hopes. 

The second-run stageshow house, 
State, again is in the chips. Joe 
Frisco, Maxine Sullivan and others 
are on the vaude bill, while ‘When 
Ladies Meet’ is the picture. A very 
fine $27,000 looks in. 

‘Fantasia’ ends a 49-week run, 
longest for any talker roadshow on 
Broadway, Saturday (18). House 1s 
being taken by RKO and Disney for 
‘Dumbo,’ which has a charity open- 
ing Oct. 23 under the auspices of the 
Vocational Service for Juniors. A 
pop grind run begins the following 
day. 

. Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew's) (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.:25) — ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) 
(10th wk). Last week (9th) $8,600 


and departs in a week or so. 
Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 


ney) (49th-final wk). Closes longest 
roadshow talker run ever on Broad- 
way this Saturday (18). Last week 


(49th) $11,900, still a fair profit. 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO-Disney) opens a 
grind run here Oct. 24. 

Capitol (Loew's (4,820; 35-55-85- 


$1.10-$1.25)—‘“Honky Tonk’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). About $25,000 seen, profit- 
able, but not big. and remains a third 
week, with ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) 
now scheduled for Oct. 23. First 
seven days for Gable-Turner film, 
$32,000, okay. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,662; 35-44-55- 
75)—‘ Married Bachelor’ (M-G). 
Opens here today (Wed) after “Tanks 
a Million’ (UA) failed to nab a hold- 
on seven days through last 
night (Tues.), $6,500, fair enough. 








Wash. Product Strong; Honky Tonk’ 


~ Hot $21,000, Feminine Touch Big 206 


| 


— 


Washington, Oct. 14. 

Product is top-notch and s‘ is busi- 
ness, three new films fighting for 
' the bulk of the coin. ‘Honky Tonk,’ 
lat Palace, seems the leader with a 
| hot $21,000, but the Gable-Turner 
|starrer is being hard pushed, by 
‘Feminine Touch.’ at Capitol,’ with 
|‘Hold Back the Dawn,’ at Earle, just 
'a few strides behind. 
‘One Foot in Heaven,’ moved over 


| week, 


| magnet, too, hinting a sock opening | 


week at the Earle was more than a 
fluke accounted for by the world 
premiere ballyhoo. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 


—‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G), plus the | 


Hartmans on stage. Comb» hittinz 
fast clip toward solid $29.000. 


week ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G), nlus 


vaude, fell off =fter sock open'ng but 
still oke at $19,000 
Columbia (Loew) (1,224: 28-44) 


Last | 


, ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) (2d run). Thin 


'$4.000. Last week, ‘Lady Be Good’ 
(M-G) (2d run), below average 
$4,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 


‘Hold Dawn’ (Par), plus stage show. 
Solid $19,500. Last week, ‘One Foot 
Heaven’ (WB), plus vaude, excellent 
$20.500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.830; 39-55)— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) (3d wk). Eas- 
ing off only slightly but still pstent 
| at $9,000. Last week, very good $12,- 
000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1 499: 28-44)— 





N.Y. B.0. Upbeat Continues; Woman’ 
Weak $20,000, ‘Eve,’ $87,000, ‘Yank,’ 














(86, Big H.0s, Fantasia’ Ending Ron 


‘Harmon of Michigan’ (Col) got $5,- 
000, weak. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55 )— 
‘Law of Tropics’ (WB). No dice; only 
$4,000, r. Last week, ‘Great Guns’ 
(UA), $6,000 oke. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75 )—Little Foxes’ (RKO) (2d 
run) and ‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ (U) 
(1st run). film drawing all the 
business, wi very big $15,000 
sighted. Show holds over as result, 
something seldom done here. Last 
week, ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Sun 
Valley Serenade’ (20th), both second- 
run, eight days, $9,000, fair. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) and 
Xavier Cugat (3d-final wk). Begins 
windup session today (Wed.), though 
still a smash show. Second week 
through last night (Tues.) grossed 
$51,000, while first seven days was 
$62,000. Prior bookings and back-up 
product prevent fourth week. 


Radio City Musie Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 }—‘It 
Started with Eve’ (U) and stage 
show (2d-final wk). A honey at the 
boxoffice, $87,000 on holdover fol- 
lowing first week’s take of $90,000. 
‘All That Money Can Buv’ (RKO) 
opens tomorrow morning (Thurs.). 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Flying Cadet’ (U). Brought in 
Monday (13) and away fairly. 
‘Burma Convoy’ (U) wasn’t so hot, 
$5,200, while ‘Bowery Blitzkrieg’ 
(Mono), in front of it, was the same. 

Rivoli (UA) (2.092; 35-55-75-25)— 
‘This Woman Is Mine’ (U). Moved 
in Saturday (11) and not showing so 
much, only about $20,000 being an- 
ticipated. Final. six days on sixth 
week of ‘Unfinished Business’ (U) 
under $10,000. Picture made a mod- 
erate profit on its engagement. 

Rexy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—Yank in R.AF.’ (20th) and stage 
show (3d wk). Continues at very 
smart pace; this week (3d) probably 
$48,000, while second was $52,000. 
Begins fourth stanza Friday (17). 
Several films are waiting to get in 
here. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450: 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—"When Ladies Meet” (M-G) 
(2d run) and vaude headed by Joe 
Frisco and Maxine Sullivan. Heavy 
vrofit will result from likely $27,000. 
Last week, ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) 
(2d run) and Lou Holtz, Hartmans, 
others, $25,000, good. 

Strand (WB) (2,756: 35-55-75-85- 
99)—-‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and Jan 
Savitt (2d wk). Maintains good pull 
for about $34,000 on holdover. as 
against $38,500 the first week. Can’t 
be held due to prior booking of ‘Ser- 
geant York’ (WB) and Phil Spitalny 
for Friday (17). 


‘York,’ $7,000, Cantures 
Lincoln; ‘Kane, $3,300 


Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 14. 

‘Sergeant York,’ opening with a 
WB-backed ‘Nebraska premiere.’ 
rolls way ahead of a village booked 
more strongly than at any time this 
year. Lincoln is getting 25-40-55 for 
the Gary Cooper starrer, compared 
to regular scale of 10-30-44. : 

Stuart and Varsity, with ‘Nothing 
but the Truth’ and ‘Citizen Kane.’ 
respectively, are chortline de-n’te 
the ‘York’ opposish. Big weekend, 
bolstered by crowds in this footba!!- 
nuts burg for the Nebraska-Kansas 
game, made merrier the tinkle of 
the take. 

Estimates for This Week 








Coloniai (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15-20) — ‘Dreaming Out 
Loud’ (RKO) and ‘Frontier Fury’ 
(PRC), split with ‘Deadly Game’ 
(Mono) and ‘Saddle Mount2in 
Roundup’ (Mono). Staunch §$1.000. 


Last week, ‘Petticoat Politics’ (Ren) 
and ‘Billy Kid Outlawed’ (PRC), 
split with ‘Prairie Stranger’ (Col) 
and ‘Little Men’ (RKO), fair $800. 

Limeoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1.503: 
25-40-55 )—Set. York’ (WB). Rave 
reviews and editorial splash in 
dailies helping toward terrific $7,000, 
biggest since ‘Gone.’ Last week, 
‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par), fine $3.700. 

Nebraska (J. H. Coover- Par) 
(1,236; 10-25-30) — ‘Dark Streets 
Cairo’ (U0) and ‘World Premiere” 
(Par), split with ‘Navy Blue’ (M-G) 
and ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th). Riding 
along with rest of the town for 
strong $1,600. Last week, ‘Hit Ro-d’ 
(U) and ‘Murder Among Friends’ 
(20th), split with ‘San Antonio Rose” 
(U) and ‘Stors Look Down’ (M-G), 
average $1.400. 


‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) (move- Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1.884- 
over). Still a winner, looking tyward | 10-20-44)}—‘Nothing but Truth’ (Par). 
|}a cork'ns °399 Last week, “Navy | Hope-Goddard duo always good here, 
| Blues’ «WS8) (2d run), managed pd | this time for very solid $4.999. Last 
average SAN week, ‘New Vork Town’ (Par), dis- 
Potare (Teor) (9949- 98-55)— | arnointing $7 600. 
‘Horky *--*" “*-G\. Gable -n4 Varsity ‘Nob'e-Tetorer) (* 190; 
Turner he*'s -ranch em marnese f-~ 10-30-44)—Kane’ (RKO). Word-of-, 
rekeroo “91.900. Last weer. ‘Sem | morth not helping too much, but 
VWattar? (SUH) diconn-intinety licht | will null in good $3,300. Last week, 
e190 nnn ] Stans len’? (OTOP) pica te 9Aan 
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Wednesday, October 15, 1941 


And while “A Yank in the R.A.F.” makes holdover history in every key city... 
“Week-end in Havana” begins its first engagement at the Denver Theatre, 
Denver, by breaking every opening day record of a decade! Another 


spectacular showmanship smash from the great smash-makers of 20th! 


— ee 
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Foxes'-Vaude Great $21,000 in Healthy 
Frisco; ‘Rich-Harmon’ Neat $10,000 


— 


San Francisco, Oct, 14. 


Fiock of strong pix on the street 
this week, both newcomers and hold- 
overs. Best of the new entries is 
‘Little Foxes.” which is doing smash 
business at the Golden Gate. Aided 
by exploitation, ‘You'll Never Get 
Rich’ is bringing a little prosperity 
to the Orpheum, which can stand it. 
‘Smilin’ Through’ doesn’t mean much 
at the Paramount. 

Standout amon 
‘Honky Tonk,’ which is in a big third 
week at the Warfield. ‘Yank in the 
R.A.F.’ is doing all right in its sec- 
ond frame at the Fox, 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
“Yank in RAF’ (20th) and ‘Aldrich 
for President’ (Par) (2d wk). Still 
nifty at $13,000. First week, terrific 
$2,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—Little Foxes’ (RKO) .and 
vaude. Huge $21,000 with both 
screen and stage fare above average. 
Last week ‘Parachute Battalion’ 
(RKO) and vaude, fair $11,500. 

Orpheum (Blumentfeld) (2,440; 
35-40-50)—‘Never Get Rich’ (Col) 
and ‘Harmon Michigan’ (Col). Looks 
like good $10,000. Last week ‘Bad- 
lands’ (U) and ‘Mob Town’ (VU), 
started big, but slipped, finishing up 
with $8,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 35-40- 
50)—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and 
‘World Premiere’ (Par). Poor $10,- 
500 indicated. Last (2d) week, ‘Hold 
Back Dawn’ (Par) and ‘Buy Town’ 
(Par), fine $9,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) and 
‘Buy That Town’ (Par) (moveover). 
Third week on the street will finish 
with about $4,500, average. Last 
(moveover) week, ‘Navy Blues’ 
(WB) and ‘Highway West’ (WB), 
$4,400. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-50)—‘Lydia’ (UA) (2d 
wk). House is having a hard time 
to get going. Very mild $4,000. Last 
week wasn’t much better. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 
—Honky Tonk’ (M-G) '(3d_ wk). 
Holdover still piling ’em in for swell 
$10,000. Last (2d) week, big $15,000. 


the h.o.’s_ is 


R.AF.’, $14,500, Soars 


a 


Seattle, Oct. 14. 
‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ at Fifth Ave- 
nue is heading for terrific biz, get- 
ting best opening day biz in years. 


To bolster biz Tuesdays, John 
Danz’s Palomar, vaudfilmer, is 
broadcasting the Ben Tipp program 
from the stage over KIRO, under 


title of ‘Defense Dividend Quiz.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen 
(850; 30-40-58 )—‘Igady Good’ (M-G). 
Moveover from Fifth Avenue get- 
ting good $2.700 Last week, ‘Sun 
Valley’ (20th), third week, $3,000, 
big. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 23-40)—‘Life Begins Hardy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Qut of Fog’ (WB) (2d 
run). Look for only $2,200, very 
poor. Last week, ‘Ghost’ (U) and 
“Geese’ (20th) (2d run), okay $2,700. 

Fifih Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349: 30-40-58) —‘Yank RAF’ 
(20th). Big campaign aiding for 
terrific $14,500. Last week, ’Lady 
Good’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Wed- 
ding’ (M-G), $8.300, big. 


: Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
Kane’ (RKO). Not getting any ads 
or publicity in Heart’s local rag, the 
Post-Intelligencer, but getting along 
for big $8.000. Last week (30-40-50), 


‘Our Wife’ (Col) and ‘Harmon’ (2d 
wk.—five days), fair enough $4,000. 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Dawn’ (Par) (3d 
wk.). Indicates good $2,800. last 


week, $3,400, big. 

Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-58)—‘Navy Blues’ (WB) 
and ‘Nine Lives’ (WB) (2d wk.). 


Anticipate good $4,700 in five days. | 


Last week, swell $7,500. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 25-50) 
‘Law of Tropics’ (WB) solo and 
vaude. See big $5,500. Last week, 
Sons O’ Guns’ (WB) and ‘Golden 
Hoofs’ (20th), plus stage, good $5,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039: 30-40-58) — ‘Nothing But 
Truth’ (Par) and ‘Aldrich for Pres.’ 
(Par). (2d wk.). Headed for $7,400, 
swell. Last week, $11,500, mag- 
nificent. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
58)—‘Belle Starr’ (20th) and ‘San 
Diego’ (M-G) (3d wk.). Looking 
for nice $3,000. Last week, $3,800, 
good. 
se Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
36)—‘Shepherd’ (Par), two days, and 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) (2d run), 
five days. Indicate good $2,800. Last 
week, ‘Bride C.0.D.’ (WB), two days, 
and “Blondie Society’ (Col) (2d run) 
$2,600. scod * * “e 
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Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Last Week..... . $1,723,400 
(Based on 24 cities, 169 thea- 
tres, chiefty first runs, including 
|e, 





eheee 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year eee es $1,654,100 


(Based on 26 cities, 179 theatres) 


RAF, $12,000, 
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Louisville, Oct. 14. 


satisfactory showing, paced by “Yank 
in R.A.F.’ at the Rialto, and a nice 
dual bill of ‘New York Town’ and 
‘Henry Aldrich’ at the Strand. Hold- 
over of ‘Honky Tonk’ is making a 
creditable showing at Loew’s State. 
Weather has turned cooler and 
favorable for  first-runs. Ken- 
tuckiana Institute, promoted by the 
Courier-Journal, made some inroads 
on downtown b.o.’s last week, but 
had tapered off by the week’s end 
enough to give the pic houses a 
— to grab the Saturday-Sunday 
iz. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Hold Back Dawn’ 
(Par) and March of Time. Jogging 
aiong at fair pace, after moreover 
from Rialto, for $2,000. Last week, 


‘Get Rick’ (Col) and ‘Harmon of 
Michigan’ (Col), good $2,200. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1.200: 15-25) 


—Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Bad Men 
of Missouri’ (WB). Alright $1,600 
indicated. Last week, ‘Shepherd 
Hills’ (Par) and ‘Tight Shoes (VU), 
satisfactory $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and 
‘Officer and Lady’ (Col) (2d wka@. 
Holding good pace despite pretty 
stiff opposition across the street at 


Rialto. Outlook is for okay $7,000. 
Last week, terrific $18,000. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,100: 


15-30-40) —‘Law Tropics’ (WB). Not 
doing so hot as a single. aiming at 
slightly under average $3.000. Last 
| week, ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) on h.o. 
stanza managed good enough $3.400. 

National (Indie) (2,400; 35-50)— 
‘Blackout’ (UA) and ‘Back Stage’ 
script unit under supervision of 
| Bert Smith. Live talent is the draw 
| here, with a line of 24 girls. Some 
local patrons seem to be under im- 
pression that house has. burley 
policy, which may not help the b.o. 
any. With help of midnight show 
Saturday (11), should manage fair 
$4,200. Last week, ‘Cock-Eyed 
| Sailors’ (UA) and stage show, al- 
|right $4,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400; 15- 
| 30-40)—‘Yank in R.A.F.’ (20th) and 
|‘Man at Large’ (20th). Tyrone 





| 





| 


NATIONA 








L VILLE CLICK 


Downtown houses are making a | 


‘Power and timely story combining 


0 soar gross to potent $12,000. May 
1.0, Last week, ‘Hold Back Dawn’ 
(Par) and March of Time, swell 
$9,000 and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40)—'New York Town’ (Par) and 
‘Henry Aldrich’ (Par). ‘Henry 
Aldrich’ getting plenty of juve at- 
tention; shaping for fine $4,000. Last 
| week, ‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO) 
and ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), mild 
$2,400. 


‘Kane’ Gets Raves, $9,000 
In Mols.; Gable-Turner, 
Despite Crix, $11,000 


Minneapolis, Oct. 14. 

There's a pair of outstanding new- 
comers to keep loop turnstiles click- 
ing. Both ‘Citizen Kane’ and ‘Honky 
Tonk’ are commanding plenty of at- 
tention and even ‘Barnacle Bill,’ the 
only other important starter, is put- 
ting up a good front. 

While ‘Citizen Kane’ has the critics 
raving, ‘Honky Tonk’ met with a 
cool reception from the reviewers. 

Successive Orpheum stage shows 
}are on the horizon—Jimmy Dorsey 
| Oct. 25 and Orrin Tucker the follow- 
| ing week. or 
Estimates for This Week 
(Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 


— 





i 





Aster 


High’ (Par), dual first-runs. In for 
five days and should reach good 
$1,400. ‘Mob Town’ (U) and ‘Tillie 


the Toiler’ (Col), also dual first-runs, 
open Thursday (16). Last week, 
‘Highway West’ (WB) and ‘Tight 
Shoes’ (U), dual first-runs, split with 
‘Hurry Charlie’ (RKO) and ‘Mystery 
Ship’ (U), also dual first-runs, okay 
$1,800 in eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 
\‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par). Moved 
here from State and in good spot to 
|nab feminine trade. Headed for mild 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G), 
nice $3,600 after good $8,500 first 





week. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 28)—‘Art 
of Love’ (French) and ‘Bedroom 
Diplomat’ (Indie), dual first-runs. 


Emphasizing the sex angle and mov- 
jing fast toward good $1,400. Last 
|; week, ‘Paroled Big House’ (Indie), 
ilight $600. 

| Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Barnacle 
Bill’ (M-G). Very well liked and 
| headed for big $4,000 in 8 days. Last 
}week, ‘World Premiere’ (Par), 
|yanked after very bad six days, 
| $1,200. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 28-39-44)— 
i‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO). Well ex- 
|ploited and critics’ raves and word- 
| of-mouth inflating the takings to fine 
| $9,000. Last week, ‘You'll Never Get 
Rich’ (Col), nice $7,200. 


State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
\‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G). Opinion di- 
vided regarding this one’s merits, 


|but the Gable-Turner combo spells 
|boxoffice. Terrif $11,000 in sight. 
| Last week, ‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par), 
| fine $8,300. 
| Uptown (Par) (1,100; 
‘Aloma of South Seas’ (Par). First 
|neighborhood showing. Looks like 
ipretty good $2,200. Last week, 
|‘Moon Miami’ (20th), first neighbor- 
| hood showing, okay $2,400. 

| World (Par-Steffes) (250; 28-39-44) 
|—‘Never Get Rich’ (Col), moveover. 
Here after brisk seven days at Or- 
pheum and still going strong. Looks 
\like good $2,500. Last week, 


28-39 )— 


on top of strong $6,500 in first Or- 
pheum week and $2,400 in second 
canto here. 


‘Blondie Society’ (Col) and ‘Flying : 


‘Mr. | 
| Jordan’ (Col) (3d wk), good $1,800 | 








Gable-Turner Torrid $32,500 
In L.A.; ‘Foxes’ Nifty $29,000, 
York, $22,000, Socko in 4th Wk. 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week... $343,200 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


YORK’ $20,000. 
PANICS CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Oct. 14. 


With a seven-day grind at ad- 
vanced prices, ‘Sgt. York’ is shooting 
off the Hipp’s heaviest artillery. 
Extra shift of ushers brought in to 
handle the crowds, which auger 
super $20,000. 

‘Beachcombers Revue,’ plus ‘Our 
Wife,’ is dropping another fat pot 
into Palace’s lap, and ‘Nothing But 
Truth’ is cutting some nice dividends 
for State. Although every chain here 
but Loew’s has hiked its admish 
prices, the increase hasn’t affected 
attendance. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-45-55 )— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO). Hefty $7,000 
for moveover. Last week, ‘Citizen 
Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk), good $5,520. 











Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Mystery Ship (Col) and ‘Wide 
Open Town’ (Par). Satisfactory 


$1,500 on four days. Last week, ‘Hold 
Ghost’ (U), better at $1,600 on half 
week. 

Circle (Polster) (1,800; 20-35)— 
‘Highway West’ (WB) and ‘Broad- 
way Limited’ (UA) (2d run). Okay 
$2,400 on full frame. Last week, ‘Dr. 
Kildare’s Wedding’ (M-G) (3 days), 
fair $1,000. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 44-50-60-66) 

‘Sst. York’ (WB). Scale jumped 
10c for this run, but war pix rolling 
along like an army tank, with smash 
$20,000 in sight. Last week, ‘Little 
Foxes’ (RKO), fine $13,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; #0-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Our Wife’ (Col) with ‘Beach- 
combers’ unit on stage. Nice balance 
in this bill, packing good pull for 
$17.500. Last stanza, “This Woman 
Mine’ (U) and Artie Shaw’s orch, 
happy $19,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Nothing But Truth’ (Par). Bob 
Hope’s broadcasts in his home town 
last week and midnight stage ap- 
pearance at preview got comedy off 
on right leg. Very worthwhile $14,- 
000. Last round ‘Hold Back Dawn’ 
(Par), sagged surprisingly, only 
$9,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Takings still rich: $6,300 without any 
trouble, after batting out great $9,800 
last week. 
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L BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Bette Davis in ‘Little Foxes’ Vies with ‘York’ and ‘Honky Tonk’ 
For Top Take—‘Yank’ Strong, Durbin Hefty. 


lj king expanded to include dozen cities, 

BR yg wey Bette ‘Rev ~~ Little Foxes’ moveover in Washington; ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB), get- 
| (Goldwyn-RKO) is showing increasing strength at the ting flatter ing critical con ni t where t own: ‘Our 
| boxoffice, forcing ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Sergeant Wife’ (Col) and ‘Never Get Rich’ (Col), starring Fred 
| York’ (WB) to make room for a three-cornered top Astaire and Rita Hay worth a 
| money rating. Until the current week, ‘Foxes’ had ‘JUST AVERAGE 
| been limited to sparse bookings. Reports from VARIETY Just average are ‘Smiling Through’ (M-G), in 
|correspondents describe the added engagements as Providence and Frisco, and ‘Lydia’ (UA) 
socko, wham, terrif and smash Business is holding generally at a point substan- 

Standouts include $23,000 initial week in Boston; tially above normal in nearly all the key cities, and 


$21,000 at Proctor’s, Newark; sock 8G and held over in 
Providence, and equally good in Chicago, Buffalo (3d 
week) Cleveland, Washington and Denver. 

‘Honky Tonk’ is in the holdover groove in nearly 
every spot where it is playing. It is in third weeks at 
Providence, Frisco, Los Angeles and Cleveland; and 
second stanzas in Louisville, Baltimore, Kansas Cute, 
Portland and Indianapolis. ; 

‘Sergeant York,’ at upped prices, has taken just 
under $50,000 in first two ‘weeks in Pittsburgh, con- 
tinues strong in Los Angeles, two houses, and is best 
in town in Kansas City, Cleveland, Cincinnati and 
Lincoln. 

Also in the select holdover group is ‘Yank in the 
R. A. F.’ (20th), which broke through $35,000 at its De- 
troit opening, and is continuing in Frisco, Baltimore, 
Kansas City, Boston and Buffalo. 

Qualifying for top billings in first runs, based on 
i scattered returns, are ‘It Started With Eve’ (U), 
bTadies* in Retirement’: (Cold, whieh *Kieked in’ with 





slightly higher in the subsequent runs. Shifting em- 
ployment to essential war industries so far is reflected 
in drooping receipts only in Detroit and a few other 
midwest communities. Ali the indices by which show- 
men anticipate the trends in patronage are favorable— 
in the case of outstanding entertainment. Anything 
less than the best is brusked off by the public, which 
is smartened to recognize quality. Getting tougher all 
the time for mediocre product. 

Caught at the teletype: First runs using name bands 
in combination with films are increasing rapidly. 
‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) on the bill with Horace Heidt 
at the Tower, Kansas City, and ‘Hurricane Smith’ 
(also Rep) on the screen in support of Larry Clinton 
at the Adams, Newark. Esquire, Minneapolis, is dual- 
ling ‘Art of Love,’ (Fr) and ‘Bedroom Diplomat’ (Ind) 
for a glamorous marquee. ‘Fantasia’ (Disney-RKO) 
closing (19) at the Carthay Circle, Los Angeles, after 
37 weeks’ run. Some of the majors still have several 
of thé first group‘ of consent’ decrée ‘five’ bf the *shelt: 


vv 











$16,000 in Baltimore; ‘One Foot in Heaven’ (WB), in a | 





Los Angeles, Oct. 14. 

Better than recent averages are 
being maintained by picture thea- 
tres here, with ‘Honky Tonk,’ at the 
State and Chinese, sighting good 
$32,500 aggregate. ‘Little Foxes’ is 
the runnerup with hea!thy $29.000 
fer the RKO and Pantages. 

‘Sgt. York’ continues to break 
house records at the Hollywood and 
Downtown, with $22,000 for fat 
fourth week in prospect. It will 
hold for fifth week and opens Thurs- 
day (16) at the Beverly, running in 
three houses simultaneously. 

‘Citizen Kane’ opens Thursday at 
the Hawaii at pop prices. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,418: 83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 


(37th wk). Final week, with windup 
Sunday (19), promises good $5,500. 
Last week tepped several months 
average with $4,600. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) 
and ‘All-American Co-Ed’ (UA). 


Clark Gable and Lana Turner will 
send this one along to a fat $14,500. 
Last week, ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) 
and ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), fetched ex- 
pected $9,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (4th wk). With 
over $100,000 already taken in rec- 
ord three weeks in both WB houses, 
prospects are for another fancy $12,- 
000. Last week brought fine $14,000. 

Four Star (UA-FWC) (900: 30-44- 
55)—Yank in R.A.F.’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Single-billing, holdover should bring 
so-so $3000. Last week yielded a 
mild $2,800. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—Sgt. York’ (WB) (4h wk). Top- 
ping all holdover recerds with smart 


$10,000 in sight. Last week, socko 
$13,000. 

Orpheum (B'’way) (2,200; 30-44- 
55)—‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) and 
‘Rags to Riches’ (Rep) with Ozzie 
Nelson’s band topping stage bill. 


Should do a fair $8,200. Last week 
‘Scattergood Meets Broadway 
(RKO) and ‘Hurry, Charlie, Hurry’ 
(RKO) with Ted Fio-Rito’s band, fair 
$7,200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘The Little Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Sing 


Another Chorus’ (VU). All signs 
point to an excellent $15.000. Last 
week, ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO) 


and ‘Parachute Battalion’ 
yielded fair $8,800. 
Paramount (Par) 


(RKO), 


(3,595; 30-44-55- 


75)—‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par) 
(3d wk) and ‘Buy Me That Town’ 
(Par) with Jay Whidden’s orch. 
Holdover with added features indi- 


cates good $12,000. Last week, ‘Hold 
Back Dawn’ with Bob Crosby’s orch, 
okay $16,500. 


RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)— 
‘The Little Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Sing 
Another Chorus’ (U). Indications 
promise stout $14,000. Last week, 
‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO) and 


| ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), got by 


with $7,600. 
State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 30-44- 
55-75 )—“Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘All 


American Co-Ed’ (UA) Pointing 
for a big $18,000. Last week, ‘Lady 
Be Good’ (M-G) und ‘We Go Fast’ 


(20th), reached $12,600 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55)—Lady Se Good’ (M-G) 
and ‘We Go Fast’ (20th). Should get 
fair $3,800. Last week, ‘Yank in 
R.A.F.”’ (20th) and ‘Niagara Falls’ 
(UA), good $6,700 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—Lady Be Good’ (M-G) and ‘We Go 
Fast’ (20th). Should gather a fair 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Yank in R.A.F.’ 
(20th) and ‘Niagara Falls’ (UA), sat- 


|isfactory $6,400 


WB Paid $100,000 For 
British Propaganda Pic 


Warner Bros. is reported to have 
obtained the British propaganda 
film, ‘Target for Tonight.’ for distri- 
bution in U. S. for $100,000. Deal 
was set by a member of the film 
division of the British Ministry of 
Information in N. Y. during recent 
weeks. Understood that March of 
Time was hot for the picture orig- 
inally as were several other major 
distributors. 

Feature picture, which depicts op- 
erations of the R. A. F. bomber come 
mand including portions of an ac- 
tual raid on German oil depot, was 
directed and scripted by Harry Watt, 
former March of Time director and 
writer. Film runs 48 minutes. 

‘Target’ was released in Great 
Britain last: Jinly.s** * - ae 


seen’ 




















12 VARIETY Wednesday, October 15, 1941 


WHEN the m-m-m-m Girl GETS HER m-m-m-m MAN 
that’s always a m-m-m-m MONEY PICTURE! 


Story of a modern Lorelei of the South Seas... 
‘A White Savage temptress... captivating 
hardy seafarers! —— ae 
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Pitt. Booming: ‘RAF’ Record $13,000 
Bachelor -Lunceford-Robinson 2G 


7 





—_— 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. 
Pittsburgh's really a boom town 


this week, and should ring up big- | 


gest total first-run gross in a couple 
of years. At Senator, ‘Yank in 
RAF.’ will hit a new house record, 
topping previous mark by several 
thousand dollars, while at Penn ‘Ser- 


ant York,’ in its second week, is 
oe for an all-time high and h.o. 
Although missing the record last 
week because of bad break in 
weather, ‘York’ will ring up one for 
its two-week run at Penn. 

Usually when two first-run spots 
go so big, remainder of town suffers 
but that’s not so this stanza. Combo 
of Jimmie Lunceford-Bill Robinson 
and ‘Married Bachelor,’ at Stanley, 
js shooting Warner’s deluxer back 
in upper brackets again while over- 
flow from Penn, just a few doors 
away, is helping ‘Belle Starr’ to an 
okay four-day holdover at Fulton. 

” Estimates for This Week 

Fulten (Shea) (1,700; 25-35-50)— 
‘Belle Starr’ (20th) (2d wk). Get- 
ting only four days on h.o., house go- 
ing back to resular Wednesday (15) 
opening with ‘It Started With Eve 
(U). Turnaway biz for ‘York’ at the 
Penn nearby gave Fulton great sec- 
ond week-end, around $2,200. Go- 
ing to $3,000 for the abbreviated sec- 
ond session. Got its lift from Penn 
in previous week, too, for an open- 
ing stanza at a nice $5,500. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
60)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk). Still 
going great, spectacular $20,000 for 
h.o. Previous second week mark 
here held by ‘Boom Town’ (M-G), 
around $16,000, which means that 
‘York’ will set a new two-week rec- 
ord, having grabbed $29,500 on 
opener. Bad weather Monday and 
Tuesday kept it from matching or 
bettering ‘Boom Town's’ record- 
breaking figure of better than $31,- 
000. ‘York’ moves Friday (17) to 
Warner for at least two weeks, at 
advanced prices, with ‘Honky Tonk’ 
(M-G) coming in next. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)—‘Parson 
Panamint’ (Par) and ‘Nine Lives Not 
Enough’ (WB). With so much that’s 
good in town, ‘B’ twinner at small- 
seater doesn’t have a Chinaman’s 
chance. Maybe $1,500, awful. Last 
week, ‘Lydia’ (UA), om move-over 
from Penn very good $2,800. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—Yank R.A.F.’ (20th). Setting new 
attendance and money marks every 
day and will wind up pretty close to 
$13,000 for a house record by almost 
$3,000. Previous high held by ‘This 
Thing Called Love’ (Col), which got 
about $10,300. Great campaign 
‘Yank’ got it off to flying. start. 
Should get at least 
Last week, third of ‘Mr. 
(Col), excellent $5,000, giving 
ture close to $22,000 for the run. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 25-40-60)— 
“Married Bachelor’ (M-G) and Jim- 
mie Lunceford-Bill Robinson. 
ored shows have seldom failed to do 
biz here, and with Robinson to back 
Lunceford and a widely-praised film 


Jordan’ 


pic- 


to boot, house is heading for fine 
$22,000 and ought to get that with 
ease, bettering everything except 


Glenn Miller for past month. Last 





three weeks. | 





for | 
|rave reviews and ¢reat campaign are 


| 
| 
{ 
| 


Col- | 


week, Tony Pastor and ‘Interna- 
tional Squadron’ (WB), disappoint- 
ing $16,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-40)—‘Re- 
luctant Dragon’ (RKO) and Frank 
Buck's ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO). 
They have to be big around here 


these days; just average pix won't} 


do the trick. Current double fea- 
ture, not bad at all, if proof of that 
Will hardly do $2,900, in the dog- 
ouse. Last week, ‘World Premiere 
(Par) and ‘Down San Diego’ (M-G), 
near $2,700, also awful. 


‘HAVANA,’ ON DENVER 
DUAL, FINE $12,000 


Denver, Oct. 14 
, but the Truth’ is packing 
one and holding over 
Weekend in Havana,’ on dual at 
Denver, is also strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

ep bladdin’ (Fox) (1,400; 25-40) 
Yank in RAF.’ (20th), after week 
at Denver. Strong $5,000. Last week, 


‘Noth 
the Denham 


n 


‘Our Wife’ (Col), after week at Den- | 


ver, nice $5,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—‘Little Foxes’ (RKO), after week 
at Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last week. 


(When Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and 
Whistling in Dark’ (M-G), after 
week at Orpheum, ditto. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 25-35- 
40 )\—‘Nothing but Truth’ (Par). Big 
$13,500 and holding. Last week, 


— ann = (Par), third week, 
‘ ‘ uy hz t ae >. . e 
$9.000. y 1at Town’ (Par), fine 
‘ Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
Weekend Havana’ (20th) and ‘Nine 
week, WB). Fine $12,000. Last 
‘. ‘Yank j 9 + 

$14,000, in R.A.F.’ (20th), fine 

Orpheum (RKO) 

‘Caroline’ (RKO) 


- ‘Parachute 
Battalion’ (RKO), 


Last 


and 
Fair $8,500. 


} 1 { 
a new l 


(2,600; 25-35-40) | 


week, ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO), good 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Woman Mine’ (U) and ‘Mob Town’ 


(U). Fine $6,500. Last week, ‘Law 


Tropics’ (WB) and ‘Last Duanes’ 
(20th), good $7,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—Our 


Wife’ (Coli), after week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Cyclone 
on Horseback’ (RKO). Good $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Belle Starr’ (20th), after 
week at each Denver and Aladdin, 
owe Young Lady’ (20th), good 


Memphis Hits Paydirt; 
‘Honky’ Socko $11,000, 
‘York,’ ‘RAF’ Trim H.0.s 


Memphis, Oct. 14. 

Hollywood struck paydirt in Mem- 
phis this week. ‘Sergeant York,’ 
having set a new record at the War- 
ner in its initial week, is pulling 
swell holdover trade, while Metro’s 
‘Honky Tonk’ is packin’ ’em at 
Loew’s State in its first showing. 

‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ is doing the 
normal second week sag after a 
strong opening at Loew’s Palace. 
Surprise of the month is ‘Nothing 
but the Truth,’ which is rating only 
so-so at the Malco. Biz may build, 
but not good so far. 

Competish has been exceptionally 
keen, Mid-South Fair and National 
Dairy Show breaking all-time rec- 
ords this week. ‘Water Follies of 
1941’ closed Saturday night after 
cutting into the weekend take. Little 
theatre preemed for year last night. 

Estimates for This Week 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
‘Nothing but Truth (Par). Hope 
romp got by crix nicely, but has not 
done so well against blitzing com- 
petition. May pull u>» to fairish 
$5,600. Last week, ‘Hold Back Dawn’ 
(Par), $5,800, okay. 

State (Loew) (2,600: 10-33-44)— 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G). Gable-Turner 
doing landoffice biz for possible $11,- 
000, sockeroo. Last week, ‘Married 








Bachelor’ (M-G), four days, and 
‘Kildare’s Wedding’ (M-G), three 
days, $2,500, weak. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200: 10-33-44)— 
‘Yank in R.A.F.” (20th) (2d wk). 
Should nab better than average 
$4,000 for holdover. Last week, 
ditto, $7,500, swelegant. 

Warner (WB) (2.000: 25-40-44)— | 
‘Sot. York’ (WB) (2d wk). Upped | 


admishes, terrific Tennessee appeal, 


driving ‘York’ to $6,500 for second 
session after unprecedented $12,000 
on first. 

Strand (Lightman) (1.000: 10-22- 
33)—‘Charley's Aunt’ (20th) (2d 
run), three days; ‘Harmon Michigan’ 
(Col), one day; ‘Two Latins’ (Col), 
three days. Ought to rate good 
$1,650. Last week, “Tom, Dick’ (RKO) 
(2d run) and ‘Power Dive’ (Par), 





split week, $1,400, fair. 


‘NAVY BLUES’ ONLY NEW 
K. C. FILM, OK $7,000 


Kansas City, Oct. 14. | 
Situation on theatre row this week 


| 


is a direct about-face as the Tower, | 
which usually trails, comes in to! 
lead the pack with Horace Heidt | 
band on stage with ‘Pitt Kid’ on 
screen to ring up rousing $15,000 


under a top tariff of 50c. This won't 
break any house record, but it is a 
neat figure for any house in town, 
let alone this 2,100-seater. Newman 
only other house in the ving 


m, ‘Navy Blue and givin 


: W waa 


‘Honky Tonk 
holdo\ el 
sails along into 
‘Sergeant York,” < expected 
‘Yank lt { » R 
solidly in the 10 oft F v-M 
nouse 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire - Uptown 
(820 and 243: 10-50-44) 
R.A.F.’ (20th) (2d wk). 


‘Yank 


should total around $4,700 on s1x 
days after good $9,700 on first week. 
Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 


Ship’ (Col) (2d wk). Second week 
will better some first weeks, and 
$9,500, a lively figure. Last week, 
rousing $15,000, be house has seen 
in many months. 

Newman (Paramount) (1.900: 10- 
28-44)—'Navy Blues’ (WB). Looks to 
give good account of itself despite 


heavy opposition. Only new straight 
film bill in town this week and no 
need for blues at $7,000. Last week, 
‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par), in second 
week. firm $5.200. 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 15-40-55) 
‘Set. York’ (WB) (2d wk). Film 
may ring up $8,500 on the holdover 


(Fox - Midwest) | 
Holding its | 


| pace fairly well and combined takes | 


10-28-44) | 
—Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Mystery | 


| Train Robbery’ (Indie) on_ scree 
| Sock show carried to swell $7.000 for 
| weekend. 


to top most first week runs here. | 
First week, $12,000, was huge. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30-50)— 
‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) and Horace 
Heidt band. Raised rates and steady 
patronage as indicated by weekend 
influx likely to carry past $15,000, 
sock figure in this house. Last week, 
‘Great Guns’ (20th) and vaude (10- 
20c), was better than average combo 
with $6,700. 


FOXES’ GREAT 
— $23,000 IN HUB: 


Boston, Oct. 14. 

Good trade all over town and the 
holiday helped the post-weekend 
b.o. ‘Little Foxes’ is the biggest 
entry, and the Ted Lewis stage show 
at the RKO Boston is crowding it 
for second place. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-44-55- 
65)—‘Sing Another Chorus’ (U) and 








Cooler Weather Peps Philly; ‘Honky’ 
Terrif $26,000, ‘Aldrich’ Kaye $23,000 





4g 


‘Smiling Through’ (M-G) and ‘Down 
in San Diego’ (M-G). Fair $11,500. 
Last week, ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and 
‘Niagara Falls’ (UA) (2d wk.). 
knocked off zowie $13,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘New York Town’ (Par) and ‘Flying 
Blind’ (Par). Holding its own and 
looking for good $7,000. Last week, 
‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) and ‘Doc- 
tors Don’t Tell’ (Rep) (2d wk.), 
swell $6,000. 


‘Foxes’ Snappy $13,000 
In Cincy; Honky’ Smash 
166, ‘Bachelor’ $12,000 


Cincinnati, Oct. 14. 











Ted Lewis unit on stage. Tuning up 
to a hefty $19,000. Last week, ‘Bad | 
Lands’ (U) and Andrews Sisters on 
stage, $24,800, socko. 


Fenway (M&P) (1.373: 30-40-44- 
55)—Yank in R.A.F.’ (20th) and | 
‘Chan in Rio’ (20th). Both con- | 


tinued from one week at Met. Head- 
ing for dandy $9,000. Last week 
‘This Woman Mine’ (U) and ‘Free 
and Easy’ (M-G), $6,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
40-44-55)—‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and 
‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO). Doing 
standup biz and shaping up to ter- 
rific $23,000. Last week, ‘Sun Val- 
ley’ (20th) and ‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO), 
third week, $13,000, very good. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-40- 
44-55)——‘Nothing but Truth’ (Par) 
and ‘Buy That Town’ (Par). Doing 
seedy matinee trade, but okay night 
biz will boost it to around $20,000, 
okay. Last week, ‘Yank in R.A.F.’ 
(20th) and ‘Chan in Rio’ (20th), $23,- 
500, smash. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 30-40-44- 
55)—‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) and 
‘Lone Wolf Takes Chance’ (Col). 
Aiming at staunch $19,000. Last 
week, ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and 
‘Harmon Michigan’ (Col), second 
week, $18,200, big. 

Paramount (Mé:P) 
44-55)—Yank in R.A.F.’ (20th) and 
‘Chan in Rio’ (20th) (both con- 
tinued from Met). Will hit around 
$14,000, very big. Last week, ‘This 
Woman Mine’ (U) and ‘Free and 
Easy’ (M-G), dual, $8,500, sood. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-55)— 
‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Takes Chance’ (Col). Flirting 
with $15,500, very good. Last week, | 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Harmon | 
Michigan’ (Col), second stanza, $14,- 
000, excellent. 





(1,797; 30-40- 





Translux (Translux) (900: 17-28- | 
44)—‘Rags to Riches’ (Rep) and 
‘Real Glory’ (Par). (revival). Will | 
take around $4,500. Last week, | 


‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Algiers’ | 
(UA) (revival), $3,600. 


Se 


‘YANK,’ $13,000, ‘FOXES,’ 
$8,000, BIG IN PROV. 





se } 


Oct. 14. 


keeping 


Providence, 

Ideal theatre 
main stemmers smiling, with most of 
the houses doing snappy biz. Ma- 
jestic has a nifty in ‘A Yank in the 


IS 


weather 


| R.A.F..” as has the RKO Albee with 


‘The Little Foxes,’ and the Strand | 
with ‘New York Town.” Fay’s re-| 
opened its vaude-pic policy with a | 
bang. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Mexican 
Spitfire’ (RKO). Opened Saturday 
(11) and running for scck $8,000 in 
ive-day ur Good fo ect 1 week 
[ ; wre I W y] ri 
RKO) nd Gay Falk KO) 
nice $7.000 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1.400: 28-39 
50)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘) 
igara Falls’ (UA) 3d downtov 

Still going st r nic 
$3,100 Last week Va Blue 
(WB) and ‘Bad Men M (WI 

| (2d run), good $2,800 

Fay’s (Indie) (1.400: 28-39-50) 
‘Private Nurse’ (20th) and Lya Lys 
and vaude on _ staé£ge. Started off 

igrand, with holiday helping for 
nifty $7.000. Last week, ‘Meet 
Again’ (RKO) and ‘Gangs of Sonora’ 
(Rep), fair $2,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) and ‘Cracked 
Nuts’ (20th) Great $13,000 Last 


week, ‘Belle Starr’ (29th) and ‘Bride 
Wore Crutches’ (20th), swell $11,000 


Metrcpolitan (Indie) (3.200: 30-40- 
55)—Lou Holtz. Ruth Terry, Carl 
Hoff and orchestra and Erik Rhods 
featured in stage show with ‘Great 


een. 


Playhouse (Indie) (1.300; 25-40)— 
‘49 Thousand Horsemen’ (Indie) and 
‘Dangerous Lady’ (Indie) Not too 
good $2.500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50) 


| film is the town’s tallest for a long 


| days. 


| transfer for third week on front lire. 


| ished 


| ‘Scandals,’ 


Smash grosses on ‘Honky Tonk’ 
at the Pelace and ‘Little Foxes’ at 


the Albee are upswinging this 
week’s biz to a healthy autumn 
mark. Take on the Gable-Turner 


‘Sergeant York,’ in its third 
at the Capitol, is holding 


while. 
week 
strong. 

Shubert. with ‘Married Bachelor’ 
and the ‘Hollywood Sweater Girls’ 
unit, is back in stride after last 
week’s early-season dipper. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO). Very good 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Yank in R.A.F.’ 
(20th), excellent $14,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 44-50-60)— 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (3d wk.). Okay 
$6.000. Last week (2d), big $9,000. 
Film drew $14.000 on first week. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-23)— 
‘Hurry, Charlie’ (RKO) and ‘Saint’s 
Vacation’ (RKO), split with ‘Under 
Fiesta Stars’ (Rep) and ‘Docto.s 
Don’t Tell’ (Rep). Average $2,000. 
Ditto last week on ‘Private Nurse’ 
(20th) and ‘Night Train’ (20th). 
divided with ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO) 
and ‘Man from Montana’ (U). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Yank R.A.F.”’ (20th). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. All 
right $4.800. Last week, ‘Ladv Be 
Good’ (M-G), (2d run), fair $4,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1.500: 33-40-50)— 
‘Started with Eve’ (U). Transferred 
from Palace for second week. Miss- 
ont $2,509. Same last week for 
‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO), five 


(1,400: 33-40-50)— 
(M-G). Second 


(RKO) 
Be Good’ 


Lvric 
‘Lady 


‘Unfin- 
dull 


Last week, 
(U) (3d wk.), 


$2.000. 
Business’ 


Brutal 


$2,500. 

Prlace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50)— 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G). Socko $16,000 | 
for town’s biggest figure in months. | 
Last week, ‘Started with Eve’ (U), | 
$9,000, no complaint. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 
‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G) and ‘Hol- | 
lywood Sweater Girls’ unit. Pleas- | 
$12.000 Last week, ‘Smiling 
Ghost’ (WB) and George White's | 
$10,000, season’s low. 





ing 


‘EVE’ PFRKY $9,000 IN 
FINE INDPLS.; ‘RAF’ 12¢ 


Indianapolis, Oct. 14. 
Tinkling of the tills sounds a joy- 


|; ous symphony in the downtown sec- 


tor this week as business hits a forte 


pitch in all three big houses. The 
Indiana is ringing up the highest 
with ‘Yank 


ate *3 eae 
eross of the Tall season h 


a 


R.A.F.’ dualled with ‘Charlie Chan 
Rio.’ Loew’s is holding over 
ky Tonk.’ and “Tanks a Million’ 

a terrific first week and get- 
mazuma than usuall: 

there a good first week. Ci 
cle is also robust with ‘It Started 
With E nd ‘Sing Another Chorus.’ 
Lyric holding over ‘Hold Back 
D ind ‘Flying Blind’ after first 
at Circle but pickings are 

Estimates for This Week 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- 
40)—‘Started With Eve’ (U) and 
‘Sing Chorus’ (U), good $9,600. Last 
week, ‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) and 

‘Flying Blind’ (Par), ditto $8,750. 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.100; 25- 
30-40)—‘Yank R.A.F.”’ (20th) and 
‘Chan in Rio’ (20th), very strong 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Navy Blues’ 
(WB) and ‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB), 

O-SO $7.100. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400: 25-30-40) 
Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks 
Million’ (Col) (2d wk.), big $10,000. 
Last week, same bill terrific $13,500. | 


Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,900: 25-30- 
40)—‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) and} 
‘Flying Blind’ (Par) (2d wk.). After 
first showing at Circle. poor $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and | 
‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th) (3d wk.) 
weak $3,600. 


|impi 
lerals 


ee 


Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 

Cooler weather is putting a little 
zing into the old b.o. this week after 
a couple of stanzas in the doldrums. 
Leading the pack by several lengths 
is ‘Honky Tonk,’ which is nearing 
record grosses at the Stanley. Alss 
in the chips the the combination of 
‘Henry Aldrich for President’ and 
Sammy Kaye’s band at the Earle, 
and ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ at Boyd. 

There were a couple of extra- 
curricular diversions over the week- 
end which served to sap patronage at 
some houses. One was Gracie Bar- 
rie’s appearance at the British War 
Relief affair in Convention Hall. An- 
other was the cuffo entertainment 
offered at the week-long Food Show. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Lydia’ (UA) (2d wk). Sloughing off 
to mediocre $7,500 after fair $10,000 
for initialer. ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) bows 
here Friday (17). : 

Areadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—New Wine’ (UA). First initial 
run showing at this indie in many a 
moon, but grossing a weak $3,009. 
Last week ‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G), 
tied it with $3,000 for second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par). Boyer- 
Goddard-DeHavilland combo netting 
satisfactory $15,500. Last week, 
‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) snared a poor 
$9.000 on its second week. 

Eorle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Aldrich for President’ (Par) with 
Sammy Kaye orch on stage. Combo 
netting a powerful $23,000. Great 
contrast to the anemic $17,000 in the 
tills lest week for ‘Married Bachelor’ 
(M-G) and Larry Clinton’s orch. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-63)— 
‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (2d wk). Hold- 
over sood for $12,500, after punchy 
$21,000 for bow-in last week. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Major Barbara’ (UA) (2d run). 
Just so-so $4,000. Last week, ‘Jordan’ 
(Col) collected a neat $4,000 in the 
second week of a deuce run show- 
ing. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-58) 
—Nothing But Truth’ (Par). Six 
days of a third run still good for 
$4,800. Film yanked to put house 
back on a Friday opening. Last 
week, ‘Navy Blues’ (WB) ultra-sour 
$3.500 for eight days of a second-run 


showing. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-638) 
—Honky Tonk’ (M-G). Lana and 
Clark packing ’em in to the tune of 
a sockeroo $26,000 this sesh. Just 
double Jast week's meagre $13,000 
for ‘Never Get Rich’ (Col). ‘Honky’ 
good for at least two more weeks. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57)— 
‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col). Preity 
good $5,000. Last week, ‘Nothing But 
Truth’ (Par) netted a sock $5,500 for 
a second run. 


LADIES’ HEFTY $8,000 
IN HEALTHY BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Oct. 14. 
stiles continue to turn 
essively, with the week’s num- 

neatly in clover. Nothing 
But Truth,’ at Buffalo, is top item. 
Repeat .rubber for ‘Yank in R.A.F.’ 
sturdy at the Lakes, and ‘Ladies 


Retirement’ is in a brisk session 








Downtown 


is 
in 


at the Lafayette. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
|‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and ‘Buy 
|Me Town’ (Par). Spurting along at 
nifty clip for probably $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) and 


‘World Premiere’ (Par), snug $13,000. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000; 35-55) 
‘York R.A.F’ (20th) and ‘Smiling 
Ghost’ (WB) (2d wk). Still gro »- 
ty laurels, around $10.000, 


bing pler 
ing ple 
' 


Lest ‘ riproaring $17,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Hold 
Back Dewn’ (Par) and ‘World I 
nievé Por) (2d run). Mild $5.500. 
Last w k, ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) 
" We Go Fast’ (20th) (2d run), 
190d enough $6,000. 

Lefeyotte (Hayman) (3,300; 20-44) 

Ladi« in Retirement’ (Col) 1 
Latir Manhattan’ (Col) Getting 

h play for around $8,000. Last 
Unfinished Business’ (U) ] 
‘Moonlicht in Hawaii’ (U) (2d wk), 
second cession snagged snappy $8.900. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 

44)—‘Fether Takes Wife’ (RKO) and 


‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep). Geared to 
around fair $6,000. Last week, ‘Litile 
Foxes’ (RKO) (3d wk) = (35-55), 


healthy $6.000. 


Winner a Loser 


Minneapolis, Oct. 14. 

An investigation by the county at- 
torney’s office to determine if thea- 
cash drawings constitute game- 
bling was ordered by Judge W. A. 
Anderson in municipal court here. 
The action followed the arrest of 
Ernest Linde for drunkenness. 

Linde told the judge that he won 
$3 in a theatre cash drawing and 
then went out to ‘celebrate,’ spending 
the winnings in a saloon. 


tre 
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‘““Somewhere in Europe’ -each night-the R.A.F. raids the 


enemy. Here-in a full-length feature-is the authentic, 
thrilling story! 


No actors these. From Commander-in-Chief to Ground 
Crew-they’re just men doing a job-a great job! 


You'll fly with them over the enemy’s lines! Unbeliev- 
able? We thought so too ’till we saw it. Thrilling? Man, 


this is tops! 
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Dixie Sees Another Civil War, 
But Now Its 


on Birth of Blues’ 








Memphis, Oct. 14. 

‘Civil War has broken out in Dixie 
over the origin of the Blues. 

What started as a press-agent’s 
pipe dream in connection with the 
world premiere of Paramount’s ‘The 
Birth of the Blues,’ has turned into 
a nightmare of Frankensteinian pro- 


portions. 
Preem was announced for Mem- 


phis, where W. C Handy wrote ‘St. 


Louis Blues’ and other first jazz 
laments. But a publicist down New 
Orleans way suggested that the Lou- 
isiana city really cradled the Blues 
while Handy was still jiving in 
three-quartered pants. His whis- 
pered word got around in Official 
circles. Soon there was action. 


Mayor Maesiri of New Orleans 
whipped off a wire to Y. Frank Free- 
man, Par studio chieftain in Hol- 
lywood, demanding a change in 
scenery for the unveiling of the 
Bing Crosby-Mary Martin-Brian 
Donlevy-Jack Teagarden opus. Free- 
man telegraphed back that Buddy 
DeSylva had looked into the mat- 
ter, decided Memphis was the proper 
spot to launch his big musical be- 
cause of Handy’s Beale Street back- 
ground. Meantime, Mayor Chandler 
of Memphis shot a message calcu- 
lated to checkmate the downriver 
uprising. 

La. Guv Steps In 

The thing simmered for a day or 
two and then Governor Sam Jones 
of Louisiana jumped into the fray 
with* both feet. He fired a wire at 
Freeman, stating his disgust in no 
uncertain terms. Then he wired 
Roark Bradford, noted Southern au- 
thor from whose folk tales ‘Green 
Pastures’ was dramatized, as follows: 
‘I wish to designate a citizen to 
represent Louisiana in Hollywood 
at an inquiry into the true birth- 
place of the Blues, that form of 
plaintive and distinctive music so 
long associated with New Orleans. 
I thought naturally of you and I 
am sure you will make a perfect 
envoy who will assure us recognition 
once and for all as the birthplace of 
this distinctive music. May I count 
on your acceptance?’ 

Bradford accepted with alacrity 
and a telegram. Said he, to Gover- 
nor Jones: ‘I appreciate the honor of 
being selected to defend Louisiana, 
back-of-town New Orleans and Ba- 
sin Street as the cradle of the Blues 
against the spurious claims of those 
Northerners from Memphis. With 
truth and justice on our side, I 
pledge to compel those Beale Street 
Yankees to saying Buddy Bolden’s 
old moan: ‘If you don’t think I’m 
sinkin’, Lawdy, look what a hole 
I'm_ in. (Signed) Roark (Blues) 
Bradford.’ 

That brought action from Mem- 
phis, Freeman meanwhile having 


hs 


St. L. Theatres, Trolley 
Co. in Mutual ‘Tieup 


St. Louis, Oct. 14. 
A novel way to exploit screen fea- 


tures at the first-run houses here 
was worked out by Les Kaufman, 
representing Fanchon & Marco, and 
Rex Williams, manager of Loew’s, and 


execs of the St. Louis Public Service 
Co., which operates all street cars 
and motor buses in the city. Re- 
cently, the company inaugurated a 
75c. per week ticket enabling the 
holder to use the ducat on any street 
car line or bus an unlimited num- 
ber of times after seven p.m. It was 
a means of upping the company’s 
revenue and also that of the down- 
town and midtown first runners. 


The deal calls for the first-run 
houses to alternate in having the 
mugg of the featured player in their 
‘A’ picture printed on the pass. 
While no picture title is permitted, 
or the name of the theatre used, the 
street car company believed that the 
picture of the screen star was suf- 
ficient. In return, trailers calling at- 
tention to the new weekly ticket, are 
used in all of the deluxe houses. 


SPG N.Y. UNIT BALKS 
AT ALLYING WITH CIO 


Reported that at a stormy meet- 
ing of the Screen Publicists Guild 
during the past week strong opposi- 
tion to joining the Congress of In- 
dustrial Organizations, recently pro- 
posed, was voiced by leading pub- 
licist-members who threatened to re- 
sign from the union if such a move 
was made. 

This group, said to number around 
90, represents a minority in the SPG 
but include the better-known and 
higher-paid publicity men in the 
major companies. They don’t think 
that the SPG should affiliate either 
with the C.LO. or the American 








UA PLAYERS IN N.Y. ON 
PUFFEROO JUNKETS 


Tlona Massey and her husband, 
Alan Curtis, arrived in New York on 
Monday (13) to wind up a personal 
appearance tour on behalf of two 
United Artists pictures, ‘Interna- 
tional Lady’ and ‘New Wine.’ 


Ona Munson, who recently com- 
pleted work in Arnold Pressburger’s 
‘Shanghai Gesture,’ is also in Man- 
hattan this week for interviewing 
and puffing of the pic under the 
guidance of UA publicity-exploita- 
tion force. 


RKO POLLING 
N.Y. DAILIES’ 
READERSHIP 


RKO is using its theatre patrons in 
a poll to determine greatest amount 
of reader interest and at each house 
has spotted a girl in the lobby to 
hand out cards on which preferences 
are noted. 


On the card patrons coming into 
the theatres are asked to check the 
morning and evening newspapers 
they read as well as the Sunday 
paper. Additionally, they are re- 
quested to indicate ‘in which one 
newspaper would you like to see 
RKO advertising?’ 

Circuit is asking those filling out 
card not to sign their names. A little 
pencil is attached to the card for 
convenience, so that they may be 
filled out on the spot. 














Bally Helps ‘Fantasia’ 





Getaway in Buenos Aires 





Buenos Aires, Oct. 14. | 

Largest single one-night gross in | 
film history was rung up here by the | 
opening of Walt Disney’s ‘Fantasia’ | 


at the Broadway. With the artist 


| 





Federation of Labor but, instead, re- 
main independent as a labor unit in 
pictures. 


Negotiations between the SPG 
and the major film companies have 
been delayed partly because of juris- 
dictional questions involving inde- 
pendent publicists’ and absence from | 
the city of publicity-advertising 
directors at different times. 


lest, and socialite sponsors of the 
|‘Casa de Obreros’ pushing ducats, 





Real ‘Yanks’ Help Bally 
‘R.A.F” Showing in Det. 


Detroit, Oct. 14. 
For a special showing of ‘A Yank 





stated in Hollywood he’d be glad to 
hear the New Orleans’ claim pre- | 
sented by Bradford before a special | 
committee of judges, if and when the 
author of ‘John Henry’ showed up | 
in Hollywood. Lieut. George W. Lee, | 
Negro author of such books as ‘River 
George’ and ‘Beale Street,’ spat such 
hot words as ‘Creole Negroes,’ ‘hot 
Haitians’ and ‘Negroes more French | 
than Afric in extraction’ as he out- 
lined how the Blues developed in 
the cottonpatches of the Memphis 
Delta and was first transcribed on 
paper for publication by Handy. 

Handy himself, the ‘Father of the | 
Blues,’ dictated a rap at New Or- | 
leans’ ‘presumption’ from a sick bed | 
at his New York home. 

Bradford came in for excoriation 
in both The Commercial Appeal and , 
the Press-Scimitar, Robert Johnson 
of the latter referring to the for- 
mer Tennesseean as ‘the New Or- 
leans Judas’ and Harry Martin of 
the former stating ‘it has been 15 
years since Roark Bradford quit 
newspapering and a man can for- 
set a lot in a 15-year separation from 
the city desk.’ 








in the R. A. F.’, in advance of the 
picture’s opening, the Fox theatre 
here rounded up 25 of the real ar- 
ticle. What’s more, 
ure, they gathered 
pilots. 

Tre stunt won for the house a 
rare concession from the Ford Motor 
Co., which permitted the special 
showing in its Rotunda Theatre for 
the American and British fliers. 


It was fairly easy gathering up the 


25 British 


up 


genuine ‘Yanks with the R. A. F.’ 
for the screening, which caught 
plentiful press interest, since the 
Americans are under training in 
Windsor, Ont., just across the river. 


The real Britishers were just as easy 
to get since several hundred of them 
are receiving advance traini 
having been shipped here from 
land, at the Naval Air Base at Grosse 
fle, a suburb. 


their 


At Least It’s Arty 
Detroit, Oct. 14. 


Now it’s still life aiming to bring 
them into theatres. The Town thea- 





The words kept sizzling up and 


down the Mississippi. Meanwhile, | 
Memphis was watching to see | 
whether Bradford really goes to | 


Hollywood for that preeming and | 
the birthplace laurels. 





From UA to Khaki 


Sam Kreisler of United Artists’ h.o. | 
press department resigned Friday | 
(10) to join the army. 

He had been with UA for the| 
Past nine months. } 


| pull 


tre here, part of the Whisper-Wets- 


| Opener was the first done in what 


| with a mike in the lobby and kliegs 


for good meas- | 


and his staff on hand to hypo inter- 


gross was $17,500 in pesos ($4,100 


U. S.). 

Entire take went to charity, but 
fact that white-tie set was willing 
to plank down 15 pesos apiece, while 
usual admish is two, was taken as | 
an indication of advance interest. 
‘Gone With Wind,’ when it opened 
at the Ideal, asked 15 pesos for 
charity but tossed in a champagne 
supper. Broadway is also larger, 
1,863 to 1,046. 

Double normal prices of five and 
four pesos have been set for the run. 





was ballyed as ‘estilo Hollywood,’ 
outside. Notices were uniformally 
good with. Pampero, Nazi sheet, as 
usual swatting away with both fists. 
Latter hits Yanqui efforts so regu- 
larly, however, that it’s only news 
when he tosses a bouquet. 








Loew’s Criterion May Be 


B’way Showcase for UA 


Loew’s has entered the New York 


first-run market for United Artists 
pictures for the Criterion, as they} 
became available. The theatre re-| 
cently bought ‘Tanks a Million,’ | 


Hal Roach’s streamlined feature run- 
ning 50 minutes. This was the first 
UA to play Crit it 
opened four years ago 


UA 


film the since 


has not had an established 


| Broadway first-run since it gave up 


|on UA product in Greater N. Y. fol- 


man chain, has set up an art gallery 


in the lobby in which it will use the | 


works of local and national artists to 
in customers to its pix. The 
series was started off with 50 water 
colors by Hal Burris. 

What’s more the theatre gives 
away special brochures on the col- 
lection to all its customers. Out of 
it the artist gets the free exhibit and 
what he can pick up on sales. The 
theatre it gives an artistic 
overtone sc bills. 


figures 


to its reen 


the Rivoli some years ago. It has 
been offering its top product to 
Radio City Music Hall, with those 
not wanted by the Hall spread 
among other houses, including the | 
Rivoli, Roxy, Globe and Rialto, } 

Loew’s has a long-term franchise 


lowing the first-run engagements. 





FRANK McGRANN A V.P. 

Frank McGrann, exploitation man- 
ager for Columbia Pictures for the 
past seven years, has resigned to 
accept the vice-presidency of ithe 
Modern Merchandizing Bureau to 
handle motion picture tie-ups. 

Frank P. Rosenberg, assistant ex- 
ploitation manager, has been ap- 
pointed acting head of the depart- 


ment, | 


| operation 


| ner 


| president 
' with the entire slate put in without 


Can't Get Product, Mpls. Esquire 
Goes Newsreel; Theatres, Exchanges 





Minneapolis, Oct. 14. 
Berger Amus. Co., independent 
circuit, of which Merle Potter, for- 
mer Tribune film editor is general 
manager, will turn its 290-seat loop 
Esquire into a newsreel theatre. 


House originally was constructed for 
such a purpose, but feature film pol- 
icy substituted. Difficulty in obtain- 
ing satisfactory film product is in- 
fluencing present change. Town 
never has had newsreel house. 





Finske’s N.Y. Berth 
Denver, Oct. 14. 

L. J. Finske, for years division 
manager for J. H. Cooper theatres 
in Colorado, goes to New York to 
join the Paramount Pictures theatre 
division; succeeded here by Pat Mc- 
Gee, recently with Schine in Ohio. 

The name of the new theatre being 
erected by Sam Fainestein and John 
Anderson on Welton street will be the 
Senate—unless the owners change 
their minds again which they have 
done several times. It started as the 
Esquire, then the Vogue, to the Ava- 
lon, and they hope it will open as 
the Senate. 

Adj. John Bertalero, partner in 
the Black Hills Amus. Co,, who has 
been taking part in the war games 
in Louisiana as part of the national 
guard, is home in Rapid City, S. D., 
to spend a furlough. 

Alex Singelow, lately of Seattle, 
returned to his job as salesman for 
UA, covering the northern territory: 
He succeeds Percy Taylor, who goes 
to Salt Lake City as exchange man- 
ager for the same company. 

John De George has taken over 
the Navajo, Denver. House closed 
some time. 

Wm. Steiner, producer-distributor, 
making Denver his headquarters 
while he sells several films. 





WB Aides Elect Officers 
Newark, Oct. 14. 

The Warner Club, local Warner 
employes organization, has elected 
the following officers to serve for 
the 1942 fiscal year: 

George Kelly, president; Jack 
Levy, Marion Roberts and Arnold 
Eisen, v.p.s; Sally Schachman, secre- 
tary; Albert Mann, treasurer; John 
A. Flaherty, chairman of contribu- 
tions and loans. Board of governors, 
Lete J. Hill, Eugene Genthorn, Mil- 
ton Brenner, Robert Clark, Raymond 
Willams, Sam Roth and Gertrude 
Kapnek. 





Loveridge’s Policy 
Des Moines, Oct. 14. 

John Loveridge, formerly manager 
of the Blackstone, Chicago, bought 
the Casino, Des Moines, from Abe 
Frankel and will take possession on 
Nov, 1. Will rename it the Esquire, 
show newsreels and shorts from 11 
to 1 and from 4 to 6 and full length 
features the balance of the day. Des 
Moines had not had a newsreel thea- 
tre previously, 


Lyric, Bridgeport, Reopens 
Bridgeport, Oct. 14. 

Lyric, Loew-Poli mainstemmer, 
dark since spring, reopened (9) with 
‘Honky Tonk,’ held over after week 
at Loew-Poli. Nate Rubin in from 
New Haven L-P to manage, with 
Sheldon Rose assisting.. Latter is son 
of Harry Rose, manager of Globe, 
also Loew-Poli, in Bridgeport. 

Lyric had good season of burlesque 
and Sunday names as Max Rudkin 
last winter and _ spring. 
Understood Rudkin wanted to come 
back but objected to boost in rent. 





Knighton’s Extra Duties 
Seattle, Oct. 14 
Matt Knighton, right hand man for 
Jerry Roos at Palomar (Sterling), 
ha additional duties; personnel 


| manager of entire chain. 


Warren 
Princess 
to go to 
the two Sterling 
houses. 


Butler, formerly mer. 
Sious City, Ia., arrived here 
as city mgr. for 


Anacortes 


Zimbalist Heads WB Club 
Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 
Al Zimbalist, of the exploitation 
and advertising department, has 


} 7 4n nw | | 
been elected president of the War- | 


Club. Other officers chosen 
were Joseph Feldman, v.p. in charge 


'of welfare; Floyd Bretz, v.p. in 
|charge of membership; J. Ellis Ship- 


man, treasurer, and Helen Mahoney, | 
; sec, 


Members 
mittee chosen: 


of the finance com- 
Ted Schlanger, Ship- 


!man, Ed Hinchey, Feldman and Zim- 


balist. 
Charlie Goldfine, Aldan, elected 
of the Showmen’s Club, 


opposition. 

Bill Goldman’s Erlanger getting a 
new front and marquee. The house 
has been leased for the presentation 
of the Children’s Theatre series and 
the ‘Mask and Wig’ show. 


Charles Dutkin. formerly of the 


Chain (John Danz) | 


Girard, now in Naval hospital. 

George Sobel, indie exhib, elected 
Junior Vice Commander of the Clair 
Post, American Legion. 


Henry Friedman and _ associates 


have bought out Harry Fried’s in- 
terest in the Lawndale. 





Hampton Back as Mer. 
Spartanburg, S. C., Oct. 14. 
Nelson Hampton, recently resigned 
from Spartanburg Herald-Journal 
newspapers as art and promotion di- 
rector, has returned to State as man- 
ager. He succeeds Joe Edmondson, 
Jr., transferred to Ritz, Columbia, 
aS Manager. 
James Cartledge, 
manager of State, 
Palmetto as manager. 


Suvern Allen, manager Strand 


here, drafted. Army’s first local the- 
atre ‘victim.’ 


until recently 
transferred to 





Dark 6 Years, Cinema to Reopen 
Detroit, Oct. 14. 
Closed for six years, the 2,300-seat 
Temple, Saginaw, purchased by 
Howard Bernstein, upstate exhibitor, 
who intends to reopen it shortly. 


Following remodeling, the old Gar- 
rick, Milan, Mich., reopened by 
George Aley, who has named the 
house the Esquire. 

Herbert Ives, former booker and 
city salesman for Monarch, now in 
same post with Producers Releasing 
Corp. here. He replaces Carl Zipper, 
resigned. 





Canadian Briefs 
Regina, Sask., Oct. 14. 

Tivoli theatre, Saskatoon, Sask. 
remodelled and air-conditioned and 
runs now under Odeon banner. 

Gail Egan, formerly assistant man- 
ager of Palace theatre, Calgary, 
made director of sports and special 
events at station CFAC, Calgary. 

Ross Caldwell, sign painter at.the 


Grand theatre, Regina, has joined 
the air force. Norm Mullock re- 
placed. George Carnie, usher at the 
Grand, joined the army. Connie 
Peters replaced. 

E. S. Flynn is new manager of 


Globe theatre, La Fleche, Sask. 


Admission to the Princess theatre, 
Edmonton, was four empty bottles 
recently. About 4,000 were collected 
and turned over to the army. Suc- 
cessful aluminum matinees were 
staged at the Capitol, Edmonton, and 
the Palace, Calgary. 





Spanish Languager in S.F. 
San Francisco, Oct. 14. 
Charles Emmanuel this week pur- 
chased the Sutter theatre lease from 
Allen and Irwin Lee and will con- 
vert the house into a Spanish lan- 
guage policy effective Friday (10), 
taking product away from Golden 
State’s Verdi. 


MONO LAB DEAL WITH 
‘PATHE, H’WOOD, ALL SET 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Monogram washea up its final con- 


with Pathe Laboratories 
{through the election of Alton A. 
| Brody, Hollywood chief of De Luxe 
| Labs, Inc., to replace Ray E. Young, 


| Pathe representative, on the board of 
| directors. Other changes were the 
| naming of P. J. Friedhoff as secre- 
| tary-treasurer, and William Hurlbut 
|as a board member. 

In the last year Monogram has 
| bought 65,866 shares of its own stock, 
|} once held by Pathe, and is in a posi- 
| tion with other labs for its 
processing work on film product. 








nection 


to deal 


N.Y. Methodist Conclave 
Sees WB Pic Privately 


Buffalo, Oct. 14. 
Western New York Methodist min- 
| isters attended what was in many 


cases their first motion picture dur- 
jing the Genesee Annual Conference 
| of Methodist Churches this week 
| when a private showing was given 
j}at the Buffalo Consistory of ‘One 
|Foot in Heaven’ (WB). Bishop 
| Charles W. Flint of Syracuse headed 
| the conference and was largely re- 
| sponsible for the showing reported 
ito have been made in conjunction 
| with the Hays office. 

Original plan was to show the 
picture in the Asbury Delaware 
| Methodist Church during the meet- 
| ings but the location was considered 
| toe strong medicine for the attending 
| clergy and the Consistory site was 


| substituted 
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Release of Suppressed Anti-Nazi Pic 


In Argentina May 


Be Tipoff to Gov't 


f aking Fi Firmer Pro-Democracy Stand © 


+ 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 7 

Opening locally of three strongly 
anti-Nazi picts within the past week, 
following official banning of a long 
list of similar films, has given rise to 
a belief that Argentine government 
may be getting off its long-held neu- 
trality fence. 


Pix are the Russian-made ‘Profes- | 
sor Mamlock,’ being handled inde- 
pendently by theatre-owner Fran:+ 
cisco Reich; ‘Man-Hunt’ (20th) and | 
Columbia’s ‘They Dare Not Love,’ 
showing at the Select Lavalle, Ideal 
and Normandie in downtown Buenos | 
Aires, respectively. 

Considering banning of such past 
efforts as UA’s ‘Great Dictator’ and 
‘Pastor Hall,’ WB’s ‘Confessions of 
‘Nazi Spy’ and the Ariston-Republic 
‘Man of Conquest,’ the easy sailing 
of the current crop is alf'the more | 


remarkable. Only a few weeks ago 
the Columbia-distributed British- | 


made, ‘Voice in the Night,’ was also} 
nixed after municipal censorship | 
board passed the buck to the Min- | 
istry of Foreign Affairs. 
Several Factors Responsible 

Observers say several factors re- 
sponsible for the shift. One is that 
many of the pix nixed to date were 
stymied as a result of protests by 
German Ambassador Edmond von 
Thermann. Heiler is currently in 
bad odor here because of disclosures 
by the Congressional Committee, 
headed by Deputy Raul Damonte 
Taborda, which has traced respon- 
sibility for Nazi propaganda and 
storm troop organizations right to his 
doorstep. Demands for his expul- 
sion have been made by a vote of 78 
to 1 in the Chamber of Deputies, and 
although Acting President Ramon S. 
Castillo and the cabinet have taken 


no stand, it’s cut down a lot of his 
wind. 
Another is that even rightest- 


minded officials are beginning to 
fear too much of an outcry were 
more pro-democratic films to be 
halted. Majority of the public here 
is strongly democratic as is the press 
in general, sentiment for the allies 
being somewaere about 80%. Demo- 
cratic groups have long urged the 
U. S. and Britain to take a definite 
stand on the question and hit back 
every time the Axis kicks on a film. 

This apparently won’t be neces- 
sary now but careful o.o. is being 
kept anyway. 


‘NUTMEG TREE’ CLICKS 
AS LONDON STAGE PLAY 





London, Oct. 14 
‘The Nutmeg Tree,’ legiter, which 
Opened last Thursday (9) at the 
Lyric, looks like a success. It wa 


cordially received by opening week 
audiences. 
Production is 


from Margery 
Sharp’s novel of the 


Same name. 


‘Nutmeg Tree’ was produced un- 
successfully by Brock Pemberton. 
starring Gladys George, at the Mar- 
tin’ Beck theatre, N. Y., last sea- 
gon. 





Godfrey Tearle May - 


Retirement for Fox Pic 


London, Oct. 1. 

Plans of 20th-Fox here may upset 
ideas of Godfrey Tearle 
ment. 

Thesp stated he was through after 
eurrent film chore, but he’s likely to 
be enticed to repeat his stage role in 
‘Light of Heart,’ skedded by Robert 
Kane as his next for*here. 


on retire- 





Margon on Inspection 


C. C. Margon, Universal’s Latin- 
American supervisor, left last week 
on an extended inspection trip of 
Central and South America. He 
plans to visit Mexico City first. 

Margon will be gone about four 
months. 





RETURN TO NORMALCY 


Southampton, Eng., Oct. 1. 
Indications of return to normalcy 
of South Coast cinema biz are seen 
in Southampton, with the town now 
operating 14 situations. 
Pre-war total was 18, 





British Labor Threat 


London, Oct. 1. 


Threat to labor situation is 
seen by producer Michael! Balcon 
in current crop of U. S. plans for 
British film production. 

Money bags will outbid the 
locals on wage scales, via huge 
frozen coin, Balcon fells, along 
with many others. 








Pro-Soviet Aussie 


Hits ‘Comrade X’: 








May Recall Film’ 


Brisbane, Sept. 26. 
Slap the Nazis, but leave the 
Russians alone—that’s the present at- 
titude of pic payees in this sector 
since the Russian effort against the 
Nazis. 


Before the Nazi attack against the 
Soviet nobody would have given 
two hoots about Russia; today, how- 
ever, it’s a different story and the 
plugs are all for Stalin and the 
U.S.S.R., hence film distribs and ex- 
hibitors, pulsing the swing of pub- 
lic opinion, have laid off releasing or 
screening any fare detrimental to the 
present war setup. 

Metro, prior to the Nazi-Soviet war, 
was readying release of ‘Comrade X,’ 
a satire on the Soviet, throughout the 
ace Aussie spots. However, Metro 





and decision was reached to ice the | 


pic for a span ‘just to see how things | 
went.” Metro’s N.Y. office finally de- | 
cided on a release here. 
anticipating a ridicule of the Soviet, 
staged a big demonstration against 
the pic. 

Anticipation here is that the au- 
thorities will request recall of the 


pic, or else Metro will make cuts to 
eliminate the scenes resented by 
payees. Tips are, however, that ‘X’ 


can't hope for biz in this sector, and 
date under any terms, 
‘Comrade’ for Sydney 
Sydney, Sept. 
Metro execs declare, 


26. 


| 


| there 


| that exhibs will decide not to play- | 


irrespective of | 


the Brisbane setback, that ‘Comrade | 
X” will be dated into Metro's St. 
James, Sydney, for a long run bid in 


about five weeks. 

Friends of the Soviet Union, 
dentally, 
about 


inci- 
is arranging for arrival of 
15 Russian-mades, 


} actor 


' 


found the market unfavorable for ‘X’ | “SS”: 


° Sylvaine Plays Set 
For London West End 


London, Oct. 1. 
non Sylvaine has placed three 
* ivs with O’Bryen, -Linnit and 
Dunfee, a chiller, a straight drama 
ae a farce. 
hey’re skedded for West End 
Bs Ane this season. 


BRITISH EXHIBS 
DEPLORE GAL 
DRAFT 


London, Oct. 1. 

Film theatre operators through- 
out the country are aghast at last 
week’s announcement that all femme 
|'workers up to age of 26 will be 
| drafted for specialized services. It 
followed what had been accepted as 
bonafide assurances from govern- 
ment officials that cinemas would be 


viewed as exempt from any. further 
personnel greb. Now the usherettes, 
etc., are joining the men for service. 
Just what the industry can do 
seems pretty well settled. They can 
do nothing. Announcement was too 
definite: to admit of eventual nego- 
tiations or any favored trade. Or 
to make it even more definite, of- 
ficials admitted one exemption— 
counter hands in grocery stores, 


Aussie Exhibs Would 
Tax U.S. Films On 


Revenue, Not Footage 

















Sydney, Oct. 14. 
Annual congress of the Exhibitors’ 
has agreed to propose to the 


federal government that the present 
method of assessing a duty on 
American films on a footage basis be 


Payees, not | ¢liminated and to introduce an ad 


valorem tax in. its place covering 
earnings on each film. The associa- 
tion believes new method is fairest. 

The association has agreed that 
should not be any govern- 
mental restrictions of film imports. 
Also that the government should not 
attempt to take control of the in- 
dustry in any shape or form. 


Olivier Sought by Par 


For ‘Crichton’ in England | 


London, Oct. 1. 
Paramount is reported making ad- 
neces to Laurence Olivier to star 
‘The Admirable Crichton,’ but 
hasn’t given any favorable 


Va 
in 


reply. 
He’d need to be given special leave 
the Admiralty. 


hw 
Dy 





US. Distribs Resume Film § 








To Mexico as Exchange Strike Ends 


Whe strike of exch rkers 


in Mexico against U. 


ange 
Ss. 
tributors was settled Saturday 
night. Instead of an 
of 331/3% sought by the Syndicate 
of Union Workers, settlement was 
made for a 15% average tilt. 

Long string of demands, includ- 
ing one on seniority which the dis- 
tribs said would have hamstrung 
them, were eliminated in the peace | 
terms. One of demands washed out 
by the settlement was that which 
would have given two 
picked to represent the Syndicate, a 


wo 
dis- 
{11) 
boost 


major 


average 


vacation in Hollywood each year at) breaks 


| sweeping 


the distributors’ expense. 
All eight majors resumed film 


.the 


workers, | 


service to Mexican accounts on Mon- | 


day (13). When U. S. film company 

foreign managers huddled at the 

Hays office in New York last Thurs- 

day (9), they learned that the strike | 
| settlement was virtually assured. 
Mexico City, Oct. 14. 

Freedom ‘rom labor headaches for 

at least two years, until Oct. 11, 1943. 

|is assured the eight major American 


pic distributors with mination of 





| Cine 


staggered strikes against M-G, 
Columbia, Warners, RKO and Par 
and the signing of a new work agree- 
ment for all eight. The trade is fast 
becoming normalized with the end- 
ing of the walkout. Cinemas had 
suffered a trade drop of as high as 
50% during the unpleasantness that 
began Sept. 2. The government 
also experiencing a considerable cash 
,recovery from the resumption 
| proceeds from cinema taxes and pic 
import duties. 

Biz resumed normally (13) in the 
five exchanges the strike had closed 

The Americans got some _ good 
this time, instead of the 
soaking that was theirs | 
when the four-months strike in 1935- 
36 ended. Exchanges won their long 
battle to be considered as ‘confiden- 
| tial employes.’ 

Pay boost provides for 10% 
frontoffice folk and 20% for others; 
also 100% pay during the strike. 

A 15-day strike that closed the 
Royal, leading cinema _ of 





$2,468,732 Net 





London, Oct. 1. 

Gaumont-British financial re- 
port for fiscal year ended last 
March 31 indicates net profit of 
$2,468,732. Ordinary divvy is 
again passed up, but a 5%% 
share goes to holders of Cumula- 
tive First Preferred. Of the 
balance, $311,352 goes to general 
reserve; latter stands now at 
$5,125,288. 

Report makes note of fact, that 
comparatively few G-B houses 
were damaged in air-raids, with 


business maintaining a_ steady 
uptrend since those unhappy 
b.o. times. 








Whitney Urges 
Use of Shorts In 
Pan-Am. Setup 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 7. 

Uncle Sam's plans for using mo- 
tion pictures in promotion of closer 
relations and better understanding 
between the American republics will 
depend increasingly on short picts 
rather than any other medium, John 
Hay (‘Jock’) Whitney revealed here 
shortly before heading north to Bra- 
zil and the States. 

Chairman 
Section of the Office of the Coordi- 
nator of Inter-American Affairs 
(Rockefeller Committee), Whitney 
disclosed that the enthusiastic way 
in which Latin-Americans, together 
with U. S. officials and residents 
south of the border, have responded 
to detailing of ideas in this direc- 
tion had convinced him shorts of- 
fered a big opportunity. They can 
be punchy, less expensive and time- 
lier, Whitney explained in detailing 
his reasons for their practicality. 

Basically, the use of shorts in in- 
ter-American plans falls into two 
divisions (1), 16 mm. stuff, which is 
more or less a State Department baby 
although Whitney’s group is supply- 
ing the material: (2), regular com- 
mercially produced ~ and 
celluloid suitable for both 
which would be 


Americas 





companies and distributed in reguiar 





of the Motion Picture | 





handled j 


made by the major | 


| theatres. 

Whitney's look-see leading to his 
conclusions on this line has involved | 
personal visits to Brazil, Argentina 
and Chile, plus extensive research 
data supplied by observers in other 
Latin republics 

Whitney found official as to 
cooperate in the Motion Picture Sec- 
tion plan _ particularly trong in 
Chile and Brazil. In the lat ter i ? ou- 
rival Fonte director of the De: 


partment of Press and Propaganda, 
was particularly strong for coopera- 
tion with the U. S. in film exchange, 
exhibition, ete. Armando Rojas 





is | 


of | 


for | for 


Castro, director of the Instituto de 
Cinematografia Educativa de la Uni- 
versidad del Estado (Film Educa- 
tional Institute of the State Univer- 
sity) in Santiago, Chile, and Minister 
of Foreign Relations Rosetti are 
| working with Whit 
Castro, Whitney found, has 
training cameramen. and 
| of shorts to make newsreels and doc- 
j} umentaries, a number of which are 
ove popular in the U. S 





, also 
ney’s group 


been 


likely to p1 


Whitney, Disney Lauded 
| Stressing what ‘sweH’” job John 
| Hay ‘Jock’ Whitney had done on his 
trip to the lLatin-Americas in 
cementing hemispheric _ solidarity, 
Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign chief, 
jreturned to New York last week 
from a Latin-American 
claimed that all distributors of 
|American films there were working 
| hand-in-hand to develop Pan- 
|Americanism. He also paid high 
tribute to Walt Disney for the good- 


a 





|will he spread in South America on | 
$3,800. 


| his recent jaunt to collect material 
forthcoming films. 


Whitney returned Monday (13). 





Novelty film presentation of 


Empalme, Sonora state town on the | ‘Romeo and Juliet’ is being readied 


Southern Pacific Railway of Mexico, 


ended with a complete victory for | Marco 


|} the help. 


|for Mexican production this fall by | 
Aurelio Galindo 
journalist. 


producers | 


| (4.14 to the U.S. 


a 


WB's Maxwell Buy Revives Metro Deal 
For Ostrer Theatre Holdings in G-B 


London, Oct. 14. 

Warners’ recent purchase of 
nearly half interest in Associated 
British has led to a revival of ne- 
gotiations between Metro and Gau- 
mont-British to acquire the Ostrer 
holdings in latter corporation. Un- 
derstood deal is strictly for G-B’s 
theatre interests. Isidore Ostrer, 
chairman of the board, is reported 
as constantly conferring with Metro 
executives here. 


Metro already has_ substantial 
holdings in Gaumont-British, as has 
20th-Fox. Several Gaumont-British 
pictures have been purchased by 
Metro for world-wide distribution. 
Company also is constantly making 
deals whereby its product is spotted 
into G-B theatres. 





N. Y¥. Office in the Dark 

New York office of Loew's (Metro) 
denied having any knowledge of 
such negotiations, pointing out that 
Metro officials in Britain have been 
active in setting product deals with 
G-B circuit, but that is all. 

Because 20th-Fox holds a stake in 
G-B production and has made many 
of its quota features at the Gau- 


mont-British studio, Shepherd's 
Bush, any current deal by Metro 
doubtlessly would be for theatre 


outlets. Metro operates several the- 
atres of its own in British key cities. 

Mark Ostrer is managing director 
for Gaumont-British while other 
Ostrer brothers, Maurice and David, 
are directors of the G-B distribu- 
tion company. 

Fact that Warners was able to 
swing a deal to obtain substantial 
holdings in a British theatre corm- 
pany, using frozen funds to a great 
extent, may be back of reported re- 
vival of negotiations. Idea back of 
this, of course, would be that if one 
American distributor is permitted to 
make use of funds in this manner, 
others should be accorded the same 
right. 


‘Sunny’ Sunny $5,500 
In B.A., ‘Billy’ Weak 56 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 7. 
So-so biz everywhere in the capi- 


tal this week. RKO’s ‘Sunny’ at the 
Opera copped the top gross with 
$22,000 in pesos (about $5,500 U.S.), 


which is o.k. for the house, but hard- 
ly smash. Increasingly mild week- 
end weather held partly responsible, 

Other estimates, 
tine pesos, 


Argen- 


given in 
2 U.S. 


currently worth 25c 
dollar), follow 
Ambassador (Lautaret and C: 
400; $2, $1.50)—‘Hor 00n 
3’ (WB). Pretty weak $11,000 

Ideal (Lococo) (1,046: $3, $2.50) 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th). Pretty 
$19,000, with word-of-mouth helping 
pickup. 


ivalo) 
for 


good 


Rex (Cordoro, Cavalo and Lauta- 
ret) (3,305; $2, $1.50)—‘Billy the Kid’ 
(M-G). Weak $20,000, mainly due to 
obscure (for Argentina) U.S. cliff- 
hanger theme, 

Normandie (Lococo) (1.420: $2, 
$1.50 m/n)—‘Scotland Yard’ (20th). 
Weak at $12,000. 

Monumental (Coll and Di Fiore) 


(1,330; $2, $1.50)—‘Candida Million- 


arie’ (EFA-Argentina-Made). Strong 
with $10,000 for the second stanza 
after a smash $20,000 on the opener. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400: $2, $1.50) 
‘Sunny’ (RKO). $22,000. 

Broadway (Lautaret and Cavalo) 
(1,863; $5, $4 with $4, $3 and $2 for 
kids on matinees only). ‘Fantasia’ 
(RKO). $18,000 on third week and 
due for holdover at upped admish. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950: $2, $1.50) 
—Hamilton Woman’ (UA). Zingy 


$14,000 for first week of second run. 


| First week $60,000 at Opera was a 
| record here, 


survey, 





author- | 


} 





‘Underground’ Tops 
Havana at $3,800 


Havana, Oct. 7. 

Warners’ ‘Underground’ at the 
America led the town last week with 
One day’s personal of Pedro 
Vargas, Mex tenor, helped. 

‘She Knew All the Answers’ (Col) 
drew $2,500 at the Fausto and ‘Flame 
of New Orleans’ (U) at Radio Cine 
ran $1,600. 


The Mexican farce, ‘Noche de 
Recien Casados,’ tallied $1,900, and 
another Mex opus, ‘Signo de la 


Muerte,’ grossed $2,000. 
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M-G-M Hit with Frank Morgan, ClaireTrevor, Marjorie Main, Albert Dekker, Henry O’ Neiil, Chill Wills 





Screen Play by Marguerite Roberts, John Sanford. Directed by Jack Conway. Produced by Pandro S$. Berman. 








Third week at Capitol as we ge to press! Held over everywhere! 
W's doing over 200% of normal business nationwide. 
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TRADE SHOWINGS 


(From Oct. 


(Alphabetically arranged according to Exchange City, 
and chronologically sequenced according calendar 
date and hour screenings. A readu reference for all 


exhibitors, embracing ALL the five major distributors 


to 


ALBANY 
THURS., OCT. 16— Si 
2:00 p.m.— Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI... OCT. 17— ‘ ; 7 
2:00 p.m.—Small Town Deb,’ ‘Swamp Water’ (20th) 


20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— P ’ 
11:00 a.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ “‘Two-Faced Woman 
(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 


ATLANTA 
THURS., OCT. 16— 


11:00 a.m.—'Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
2:00 p.m.—Hot Spot’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 

FRI., OCT. 17— 
11:00 a.m.—Small Town Deb’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
2:00 p.m.—Swamp Water’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 


TUES., OCT. 21— : ; : 
10:30 a.m.—Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman 
(M-G), RKO P.R. 
BOSTON 


THURS., OCT. 16— 
11:00 a.m.—Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
2:00 p.m.—Hot Spot’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI., OCT. 17— 
11:00 a.m.—‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
2:15 p.m.—Swamp Water’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— ; 
10:00 a.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman 
(M-G), M-G-M P.R. ‘ 
2:15 p.m.—Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman 
(M-G), M-G-M P.R. 


BUFFALO 
THURS., OCT. 16— 
2:00 p.m.—Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI., OCT. 17— 
2:00 p.m.—Small Town Deb,’ ‘Swamp. Water’ (20th), 


20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 
1:30 p.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ “Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 


CHARLOTTE 
THURS., OCT. 16— 
1:30 p.m.—‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
3:00 p.m.—Hot Spot’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
FRL., OCT. 17— 
1:30 p.m.—Small Town Deb’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
3:00 p.m.—Swamp Water’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 
1:30 p.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 


CHICAGO 
THURS., OCT. 16— 
10:30 a.m.—‘Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
2:15 p.m.—‘Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI., OCT. 17— 
10:30 a.m.—‘Small Town Deb,’ ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
2:15 p.m.—Small Town Deb, ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 


20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 
10:00 a.m.—*Shadow of Thin Man’ (M-G), H. C. Igel’s P.R. 
2:00 p.m.—Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G), H. C, Igel’s P.R. 


CINCINNATI 
THURS., OCT. 16— 
9:00 a.m.—Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
1:30 p.m.—Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI., OCT. 17— 
$:00 a.m.—‘Small Town Deb,’ ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 
‘ 20th-Fox P.R. 
1:30 p.m.—Small Town Deb,’ ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 


20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 
1:00 p.m.— Shadow 
(M-G), 


of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
Palace Thea. P.R. 


CLEVELAND 


THURS., OCT. 16— 


2:00 p.m.—‘Hot Spot,’ ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI., OCT. 17— 
2:00 p.m.—Swamp Water,’ ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 
1:00 p.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 
DALLAS 


THURS., OCT. 16— 
10:00 a.m.—*Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
2:00 p.m.—‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 

FRL., OCT. J7— 
10:00 a.m.—‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
2:00 p.m.— Swamp Water’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 

TUES., OCT. 21— 
10:30 a.m.—Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 
2:30 p.m.— Shadow of Thin Man’ (M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 


DENVER 
THURS., OCT. 16— 
1:30 p.m.—Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R, 
FRI., OCT. 17— 
1:30 p.m.—Small Town Deb,’ ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 


TUES., OCT. 21— 
1:15 p.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ 
(M-G), Paramount P.R. 


DES MOINES 

THURS., OCT. 16— 

12:30 p.m.—Hot Spot’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
-:00 p.m.—‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
FRIL., OCT. 17— 

12:30 p.m.—Swamp Water’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 

2:00 p.m.—Small Town Deb’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 

1:00 p.m.—Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 

(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 


‘Two-Faced Woman’ 


DETROIT 
THURS., OCT. 16— 
10:30 a.m.—Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
1:30 p.m.—Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI., OCT. 17— 
10:30 am.—Small Town Deb,* ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
1:30 p.m.—Small Town Deb,’ ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 


20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 
1:36 p.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G). Max Blumenthal’s P.R, 


INDIANAPOLIS 
THURS., OCT. 16— 
1:30 p.m.—Moon Over 
20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI., OCT. 17— 
1:30 p.m.—Small Town 
20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES... OCT. 21— ? 
9:00 a.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man’ “‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), 26th-Fox P.R., 


Shoulder,” ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 


Deb,’ ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 











15-Oct. 25) 


under one table. This will be brought up to date each 
week, listing the schedule of releases for the ensuing 
10 davs from VaRiety’s date of publication. Key: T. for 


Theatre; P.R. for Projection Room.) 


KANSAS CITY 
THURS., OCT. 16— 
10:00 a.m.—Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th) 
20th-Fox P.R. 
2:00 p.m.—Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
FRL., OCT. 17— 
10:00 a.m.—‘Swamp Water,’ ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
2:00 p.m.—Swamp Water,’ ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 
1:00 p.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), Vogue T, 
LOS ANGELES 
THURS., OCT. 16— 
10:00 a.m.—*Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), | 
20th-Fox P.R. 
FRIL., OCT. 1j— 
10:00 a.m.—Small Town Deb,” ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 


20th-Fox P.R. 

TUES., OCT. 21— 
10:30 a.m.—Shadow of Thin Man’ (M-G), 
2:30 p.m.—TwotFaced Woman’ (M-G), 


MEMPHIS 
THURS., OCT. 16— 


10:30 a.m.—Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
2:30 p.m.—Hot Spot’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
FRL., OCT. 1i— 
10:30 a.m.—‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R,. 
2:50 p.m.—Swamp Water’ (206th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT, 21— 
1:00 p.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 


20th-Fox P.R. 
2Uth-Fox P.R. 


FILM BOOKING CHART 





(For information of theatre and fitm exchange bookers VARieTy presents 

a cemplete chart of feature releuses of all the American distributing com- 

panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 


Key to. Type Abbreviations. M-—Meio@rama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
| Figures herewith indicate date of VARtety’s review and running time. 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—8/29/41 
Our Wife (Col) 8 206 C 9 M. Douglas-R. Hussey 
When Ladies Meet (M-G)_ 8 27 c 103) J. Crawtord-k. Tavior 
Saddle Moun.ain Roundup (ono) Ww Range Busters 
| Aloma of the south Seas (Par) 8 27 RD 76 D. Lamour-d. Hall 
Fiying Blind (Par) 8 20 M69 R. Axilen-!. Parker 
Liltle Foxes (RKO) 8 13 D 115. B. Davis-H. Marshall 
| Doctors Don’t Teil (Rep) D J. Beal-F. Rice 
Pittsburgh Kid (Rep) 93 w 7% B.Conn-J. Paiker 
Sun Volley Serencde (20th) 7 23 CD 86 §S. Henft-G. Miller 
Major Barbara (UA) 5/7 D 115 W. Hiller-R. Morley 
Dive Bomber (WB) 8 13 D 130 E. Flynn-F. MacMurray 











WEEK OF RELEASE—$9/5/41 


| Mystery Ship (Col) 8 6 D 65 P. Kelly-L. Lane 

| Gentleman from Dixie (Mono) D J. LaRue-M. Marsh 
Jekyll and Hyde (M-G) 72 D 127 #S. Tracy-l. Bergman 
Citizen Kane (RKO) = 4 16 D 120° O. Welles-J. Cotton 

| Bad Man of Deadwood (Rep) 917 Ww 61 = R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Charley Chan in Rio (20th) 8 27 D 66 S. Toler-M. B. Hvghes 

| Badlands of Dakota (U) 9/10 w 7 R. Dix-F. Former 

| Smiling Ghost (WB) D 71 


8/13 


W. Morris-B. Marshall 
WEEK OF RELEASE—9/12/41 








a 











MILW AUKEE Harmon of Michigan (Col) D T. Harmon-A. Louise 
THURS., OCT. 16— Let’s Ga Collegiate (Mono) Cc F. Darro-M. Moreland 
1:30 p.m.—Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), | Parachute Battalion (RKO) 7/16 D 75 RK. Preston-N. Kelly 
20th-Fox P.R. | Outlaws of the Cherokee Trail (Rep) w 3 Mesquiteers 
FRI., OCT. 17— | Apache Kid (Rep) w D. Barry-L. Merrick 
1:30 p.m.—Small Town Deb,’ ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), | Belle Starr (20th) 8 27 D 87 R. Scott-G. Tierney 
20th-Fox P.R. | Unfinished Business (U) 8 27 RD % 1. Dunne-R. Moenigomery 
TUES., OCT. 21— | Navy Blues (WB) 8/13 D 108 A. Sheridan-J. Oakie 


1:30 p.m.—Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


THURS... OCT. 16— 


2:00 p.m.—Hot Spot,’ ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI., OCT. 17— 
2:00 p.m.—Swamp Water,’ ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), 


20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 


1:00 p.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ | 


(M-G), P.R., Warner Bldg. 


NEW HAVEN 


THURS., OCT. 16— 


10:00 a.m.—‘Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Het Spot’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI., OCT. 17— 
10:00 a.m.—‘Small Town Deb,’ ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 


20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 
10:00 a.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 


NEW ORLEANS 
THURS., OCT. 16— ’ 
1:30 p:m.—‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
3:00 p.m.—‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI., OCT. 17— 
1:30 p.m.—Small Town Deb’ 
3:00 p.m.—Swamp Water’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 
1:30 p.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 


NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY 
THURS., OCT. 16— 


9:30 a.m.—Unholy Partners,’ ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G), 
M-G-M P.R. 
1:30 p.m.—‘Unholy Partners,’ ‘Chocolate Seldier’ (M-G), 


(20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 


M-G-M P.R,. 
2:00 p.m.—‘Hot Spot,’ ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI., OCT. 17— 
2:00 p.m.—Swamp Water,’ ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
MON., OCT. 20— 
2:30 p.m.—How Green Was Valley’ (20th), 20th-Fex 
* ~wchange 
TUES., OCT. 21— 
9:3u a.m.— sadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 


(M-G), M-G-M P.R. 
1:30 p.m.—Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), M-G-M P.R. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 

THURS... OCT. 16— 

10:00 a.m.—‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 

2:00 p.m.—'Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R 
FRI., OCT. 17— 

10:00 a.m.—Swamp Water’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 

2:00 p.m.—Small Town Deb’ (20th), 20¢h-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 

9:00 a.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘IT'wo-Faced Woman’ 

(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 


OMAHA 
THURS., OCT. 16— 
1:30 p.m.—Hot Spot.’ ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI., OCT. 17— 
1:30 p.m.—Swamp Water,’ ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), | 
20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT, 21— 


10:30 a.m.—Shadow of Thin Man,’ 
(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 


PHILADELPHIA 
WED., OCT. 15— 


11:00 a.m.—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G), M-G-M P.R. 
2:00 p.m.—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G), M-G-M P.R. 
THURS., OCT. 16— 


‘Two-Faced Woman’ 


10:30 a.m.—Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Het Spot’ (20th), | 
20th-Fox P.R. 
2:30 p.m.—‘Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), | 
20th-Fox P.R. } 
FRL.,, OCT. 17— 
19:30 a.m.—Small Town Deb.’ ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 
20th-Fox P.R. 
2:30 p.m.—Small Town Deb,’ ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), | 
20th-Fox P.R, 
TUES., OCT. 21— 
11:00 a.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man’ (M-G), M-G-M P.R. 
2:00 p.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man’ (M-G), M-G-M P.R. 
11:00 a.m.—'Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G), M-G-M P.R 
2:00 p.m.—‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G), M-G-M P.R 


PITTSBURGH 

THURS., OCT. 16— 

11:00 a.m.—‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 

2:00 p.m.—Hot Spot’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI.. OCT. 17— 

11:00 a.m.—‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 

2:00 p.m.—‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 

1:00 p.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced \ 


man’ 
(M-G), M-G-M P.R. 


| - —— 


$$ : 


WEEK OF RELEASE—9/19/41 


—— 


Ladies in Retirement (Col) 9/10 D 91 I. Lupino-L. Hayward 
Down in San Diego (M-G) 7 30 CD 69 RK. McDonald-B., Granville 
We Go Fast (20th) 9/10 C 64 UL. Bari-A. Curtis 
*Sing Another Chorus (U) 9/10 cD 6 = J. Frazee-J. Downs 
Kid from Kansas (U) w 61 = Dp. Foran-L. Carrillo 
A Girl Must Live (U) DD M. Lockwood-R, Houston 
| Nine Lives Are Not Enough (WB) 9,3 M63 


R. Regan-J. Perry 


WEEK OF RELEASE—9/26/41 


| You'll Never Get Rich (Col) 





—E 


cD 


88 SOF. Astaire-R. Hayworth 

| Gun Man From Bodie (Mono) w B. Jones-T. McCoy 

| Hold Back the Dawn (Par) 7,30 D 114 C. Boyer-O. de Havilland 

| Death Valley Outlaws (Rep) 101 w 56 D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Sailors on Leave (Rep) 10/8 C 71 W.Lundigan-S. Ross 

| Lady Scarface (RKO) 7/23 D 65 D. O’Keefe-J. Anderson 

| Last of the Duanes (20th) 9/10 D 57 G.Montgomery-L. Roberts 
It Started With Eve (U) 10/1 D 96 PD. Durbin-C. Laughton 

| Sergeant York (WB) 7/2 D 184 G. Cooper-J. Leslie 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/3/41 


Two Latins from Manhattan (Col) 


10/1 D 65 J. Davis-J. Woedbury 
Father Takes a Wife (RKO) Cc A. Menjou-G. Swanson 
Man at Large (20th) 9/10 M 70 M. Weaver-G. Reeves 
Burma Convoy (U) 10/1 D 


59 CC. Bickford-E. Ankers 


WEEK OF RELEASE—10/10/41 





Texas (Col) 10/8 w 93 W. Holden-C. Trevor 


Lady Be Good (M-G) 17 1 MU 110 A, Sothern-E. Powell-R. Youn; 
Tonto Basin (Mono) w Range Busters 

Skylark (Par) 9 10 Cc 92 C. Colbert-R. Milland 

Mercy Island (Rep) 1015 D 7l RR. Middieton-G. Dixon 

Riders of Purple Sage (20th) 9/17 w 58 G. Montgomery-M. Howard 
Great Guns (20th) 9,10 Cc 73. Laurel-Hardy 

New Wine (UA) 7/13 MU 82 I. Massey-A. Curtis 
Hellzapoppin’ (U) Cc Olsen-Johnson 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/17/41 








Blonde From Singapore (Col) 


D F. Rice-L. Erickson 

Top Sargent Mulligan (Mono) Cc N. Pendleton 
Nothing But the Truth (Par) 7,30 C 89 B. Hope-P. Goddard 

| All That Monew Can Buy (RKO) D E. Arnold-W. Huston 

| Weekend in Havana (20th) 9/17 MU 80) 6A. Faye-J. Payne 
South of Tahiti (U) D B. DonLevy-M. Montez 
Down Mexico Way (Rep) M G. Autry-S. Burnett 

| Jesse James at Bay (Rep) 10,15 W 56 R. Rogers-G. Hayes 

| The Maltese Falcon (WB) 10/1 D 100 H. Bogart-M. Astor 


— as 


| 
| 
| 





“WEEK OF RELEASE—10/24/41 
Three Girls About Town (Col) J. Blondel-B. Barnes 


Cc 
| The Men in Her Life (Col) D L. Young-C, Veidt 
| Buy Me That Town (Par) 1/30 CD 68 CL. Nolan-C. Moore 
Spooks Run Wild (Mono) Cc B. Lugosi-East Side Kids 
| The Gay Falcon (RKO) 9/17 D 67 G. Sanders-W., Barrie 
| Gauchos of Eldorado (Rep) w B. Steel 
Flying Cadets (U) 10/15 D 60 W.Gargan-E. Lowe 
| The Masked Rider (U) 10/8 w 57. J.M. Brown-F. Knight 
Lydia (UA) 8/20 RM M. Oberon-E. M. Oliver 
Moon Over Her Shoulder (20th) cD L. Barri-J. Sutton 


WEEK OF RELEASE—10/31/41 


Smiling Through (M-G) 9/17 RD 100 J. MacDonald-B. Aherne 
Riding the Sunset Trail (Mono) Ww T. Kenne 

New York Town (Par) 7 30 RD 75 M. Martin-E. McMurray 
Dumbo (RKO) 10,1 71 (Disney Cartoon) 

Hot Spot (20th) cD B. Grable-V. Mature 

| Appointments in Love (U) cD M. Sulilivan-C. Bover 
| All American Co-ed (UA) 10/8 M ‘%O F. Langford-J. Downs 
| Sundown (UA) 10/15 M 9% G, Tierney-B. Cabot 
| Public Enemy (Rep) D P. Terry-W. Barrie 

One Foot in Heaven (WB) 10/1 D 106 F. March-M. Scott 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/7/41 | 


—<—— 
— 





| : 
| The Stork Pays Off (Col) 


ana Cc M. Rosenbloom-R. Hudson 
| Ziss Boom Bah (Mono) MU G. Hayes-P. Hayes 

Birth of the Blues (Par) 9/3 MU 80 B.Crosby-M. Martin 
Sierra Sue (Rep) Ww G. Autry-S. Burnett 
| The Devil Pays Off (Rep) D W. Wright-O. Masson 

| Unexpected Uncle (RKO) 8/17 C 67 A. Shirley-J. Craig 
| Small Town Ded (20th) cD J. Withers-J. Darwell 
| Swing It Soldier (U) M K. Murray-F. Langford 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





Aldrich for President (Par) 7/36 





(Continued on page 20) 


Cc 73 J.Lyden-J. Preisser 

All Money Can Buy (RKO) 17,16 D 100 EF. Arnold-W. Husten 
Among the Living (Par) 9/3 D 67 A. Dekker-S. Hayward 
Glamour Boy (Par) 9/10 C 79 J. Cooper-S. Foster 
International Squadron (WB) 8/13 M 685 R. Reagan-O. Pradna 
Married Bachelor (M-G) 9/10 C 81 = R. Young-R. Hussey 
|The Prime Minister (WB) 9 17 RD 9% J. Gielgud-D. Wynward 
Night of January 16th (Par) 9/19 D 80 ~E. Drew-R. Preston 

Look Who’s Laughing (RKO) 9/17 C 15 E. Bergen-L. Ball-F. Redman 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9$/16 W 64 T. Holt-M. Douglas 
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MORE PRINTS THAN WE HAVE EVER 
USED BEFORE have been ordered on 


‘Sundown so that you can positively be 





one of the hundreds of showmen to 









play it Day and Date on 


~ : ~ “— ~ a 7 oe October 3] st at the pe ak 


national ad 


campaign! 









We Aclion [Cleve Coal Aas Crety lung 


WALTER WANGER’S 


Great Adventuromance of Today! 


\ 3 cone os PS i u ‘ 
a ——& A 
. | * iz 
9° 9 \ p 
Nw ww 


sracring GENE TIERNEY 
BRUCE CABOT - GEORGE SANDERS - HARRY CAREY - JOSEPH CALLEIA 
cman Carl Esmond - Marc Lawrence - SIR CEDRIC.HARDWICKE 
A HENRY HATHAWAY Production 


From the Saturday Evening Post story “‘Sundown’’ and: screenplay by Barra Lyndon 
Directed by HENRY HATHAWAY 


RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS 









“a Ps sve Sets ee : x a Aina sh Yori j “ mee 
a a ee ee ten OTE fe ae ‘ 
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Film Reviews 


Continued from page 








MERCY ISLAND 





ter is killed by an alligator to ies! 
the tangled affairs of the party. 
The semi-tropical backgrounds of | 
the Florida fishing grounds are dlis- 
played in consistently good photo- 
graphic work by Reggie Lanning. 
Process shots are okay, and several | 
underwater episodes of young Kil-| 
burn are neatly intercut. William | 
Morgan's direction provides a good 
balance of drama and setting. The} 
small and compact cast does well in | 
individual assignments, each turning 
in a good performance. Byplay and 
dialog between Harvey and Kilburn 
provide colloquialisms of the native | 
fisherfolk. Walt. 


JESSE JAMES AT BAY 


(WITH SONGS) 
Republie release of Joseph Kane produc- 


tion, directed by Kane. Stars Roy Rogers 
and George ‘Gabby’ Hayes. Original, Har- 
rison Jacobs: screenplay, James R. Webb; 
camera, William Nobles; editor, Tony Mar- 
tinelli. Previewed in Projection Room, 
at mss Cle. a. eee Running time: 56 
MINS. 

Jesse James—Clint Burns.......Roy Rogers 
SPP err re George ‘Gabby’ Hayes 
Polly Morgan......cccsccscses.- cally Payne 
MPOROR hadn<cchaéstten +ostee os Pierre Watkin 
Judge Rutherford......cccse..--- Ivan Miller 
BICONE oc. ceescevcccvevceseces Hal Taliaferro 
Jane Fillmoye....decccvceseeess: Gale Storm 
Vern Stone....cccccssesccoeee- Roy Barcroft 
Rule Balder. .ccoccvcesesvecessess Jack Kirk 





This might have been tagged ‘The 
Return of Jesse James’ and still been 
truthful. It shows Roy Rogers, in 
the railroad bandit role, returning 
to Missouri to play Robin Hood to 
embattled settlers being swindled by 
a railway magnate. Otherwise it is a 
typical western turned out with more 
finish and action than often found in 
horse operas. Further builds the 
popularity of Rogers and George 
Gabby’ Hayes. 

Pat formula of outdoor epics—that 
of the downtrodden, early. settlers 
being bilked of their property—has 
been adapted to this Jesse James 
yarn. When James learns that a 
slicker with the railroad company 
is trying to deprive the ranchers of 
their land, he begins a campaign of 
train and bang robberies, giving the 
spoils to the settlers to hold their 
property from the conspiring rail- 
Way mogul. 

Plot concocters tossed i na local 
desperado who is a dead-ringer for 
James, adding to complications. But 
the payoff is the same as in count- 
les sother bronc mellers—the hero 
bandit wins his fight for the settlers. 

Joseph Kane, director-producer, 
has paced his yarn with the skill 


| dated. 





usualiy found in better program- 
mers, and James R. Webb’s scripting 
is above par. 

Rogers plays the dual part of 
James and the local bandit with 
more than customary poise. His two 
outstanding songs are typical cow- 
boy tunes. Hayes rambles along 
deftly in his role of the sheriff and 
former pal of James. Film boasts 
two femmes, both as St. Louis news- 
paper reporters (imagine that back 
in James’ era), Sally Payne and 
Gale Storm. Both are adequate. 
Support is topped by Pierre Watkin, 
Ivan Miller and Hal Taliaferro. Cus- 
tomers familiar with the topography 
of Missouri may be surprised at the 
mountains in several episodes laid 
in that ordinarily level state. Wear. 


PORT ARTHUR 


(CZECHOSLOVAKIAN-MADE) 
Al EK Corp. release of Pierre O'Connell 
Production. Stars Danielle Darrieux: fea- 
tures Anton Walbrook, Charles Vanel. Di- 
rected by Nicolas Farkas. Original story, 
Pierre Frondaie: adaptation, Henry Decoin: 
acreenplay, Farkas and Arnold Ripp: 


a alog, Steve Passeur; camera, Heller At 
Apollo, N. Y., starting Oct. 9, 1941. Run- 
hing time, 83 MINS, 

Youki Se Se ne Danielle Darrieux 
PVIUIS « cca ecwosccccccseseseed Anton Walbrook 
WON chdneenunetbabakadene Charles Vanel 
I\ AMOUPAR. scccecccccessecesecssses Jean-Max 
IOC a is ohtinde est kd: be Jean Worms 





(In French; English Titles) 

This is a picturé with a history; 
unfortunately, it doesn’t merit all 
that s been done to eke a profit out 
of it in the American market. Made 
in Czechoslovakia four and one- 
half years ago and brought to this 
country two years ago, there are 
now two editions extant. 
the title, ‘I Give My Life,’ has an 
English-dubbed soundtrack. It play- 
ed the Central, N. Y., in early Sep- 
tember. The ‘Port Arthur’ version 
has the original French dialog with 
English subtitles. Columbia prepared 
the ‘I Give My Life’ soundtrack and 
started to distribute the film, but has 
since turned it back to the owner, 
AFE Corp., which is now handling 
both versions. 

A spy-meller with a war back- 
ground, it has far too little story and 
suspense to keep it from the firing 
squad of boredom for 83 minutes. 
French dialog version will have dif- 
ficulty finding playdates, not fitting 
into the usual type of product that 
goes into the arties. English sound- 
tracked edition won’t find many 
takers either, not being suitable for 
many situations as a B filler. 

ManieNe Darrieux, given star bill- 
ing, is the film’s major asset on the 
narquee; she’s very little asset in 


Ghost,’ 
| until the release of ‘In the Navy,’ a later production. 


One, under | 


‘Mpls. Showmen Extend 


| 


. 











Minneapolis, Oct. 14. 


the picture itself. Otherwise, the | , Meter: a 

favorable side adds up to a rather| W- R. Frank, local independent 
pleasant, hazy focus camera tech- | circuit owner, who entered the pro- 
nique which will get notice from | ducing field with William Dieterle 
those interested in the photography | and M. J. McDonaid, former Min- 


'neapolis attorney, is expanding his 
| Hollywood activities. Together with 
| McDonald, he has become associated 
; with Samuel Bronston productions, 
Japanese in the Russo-Japanese war./| which will produce independently. 
That happened back in 1904, so there | 4 co-producer deal has been made 
can be ao cot ggg ot ae with B. P. Schulberg to make Jack 
half-Russian, married to ‘Anton Wal- | Londee's “Martin Eden” for Coli 
brook, who plays a Russian officer. | bia release as a starter, — : 
Her half-brother, Jean-Max,. a The Dieterle company is releasing 
full-Oriental and a spy for the Japs. | through RKO. 
Threatening to harm’ her husband, 
he forces her to divulge military | 
secrets. She’s charged with espion- | 
age, the denouement revcaling that 


of a picture—which doesn’t count for 
much at the b.o. 

Story is about the siege of the 
Russian city of Port Arthur by the 


is 





H’wood’s Camp Scripts 
Hollywood, Oct. 14. 


it was only love for hubby that Members of Screen Writers Guild 
caused her betrayal of Russia. have been asked to contribute 
Pic is played slowly under the! cretches suitable for soldiers to pro- 
European directorial technique Of | gice and act in army camps. 
| 


Nicolas Farkas. Number of large- 
scale battle scenes (apparently 
copped from the morgue) are just as 
slow and unexciting as the rest of ul, € 
the film. Herb. | or inspirational.’ 


Inside Stuff Picture 


Refusal of the Madison Square Garden Corp. and RKO to release the 
pictures of the Joe Louis-Lou Nova fight cost the Garden at least $150,000 
and RKO $85,000, they figure. Arrangement on the fight pix is that MSG 
owns all rights in them and merely employs RKO as distributor at around 
35%. Garden hires Pathe News (RKO subsid) strictly on a commercial 
basis to take the pictures, the newsreel receiving around $20,000 ‘or the 
job. RKO and the Garden figure the reels, had they been good, could have 
grossed in excess of $250,000, the previous high ‘(achieved by Louis-Conn 
22-minute footage) recorded since repeal of the law making it possible to 
move fight films in interstate commerce. There's a close tie between the 
Garden and RKO, as Floyd Odlum (Atlas Corp.) has a big stake in each 
and N. Peter Rathvon, head of the exec committee of the RKO board, is 
also a director of MSG. 


Official Guild notice to its scribes 
calls for material that is 














Although the conservative Milwaukee Journal rarely yields space in its 


| editorial columns to the pictures, it has championed the film industry in 


an unprecedented manner throughout the prolonged Washington inquiry, 
devoting columns of sage comment to the controversy. 
column to refuting the propaganda charge as applied to ‘Sergeant York,’ 
and concluded with: 

‘Sergeant York’ does one thing superbly—it unhorses Senator Nye and 
the two Clarks. One comes away from the movie wondering what these 
movie-shy senators are up to, anyway.’ 

Th: Kansas City Journal and Omaha World-Herald have also defended 
the film industry in the probe. 





Demand for military pictures caused Universal.to switch release dates 
on ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ and ‘Keep ’Em Flying,’ both comedies by Abbott 
and Costello. ‘Flying,’ an aviation film which winds up production this 
week, goes out ahead of ‘Cowboy,’ completed weeks ago, to answer the call 
for national defense films. Tre same thing happened with ‘Hold That 
another Abbott-Costello zany drama, which Universal held back 


Keeping things in the family, Mrs. Harry M. Goetz’s swanky east side 
| New York dress shop did the costumes for “The Men in Her Life,’ which 
| her husband produced in partnership with Gregory Ratoff for Columbia. 
| It is to be released shortly. 

Designs for the costumes were made by Mrs. Goetz’s pard in the cou- 
| turierie, Charles Le Maire, who has planned costumes for a number of 
| Broadway legiters, 





Because of continued interest. U. S Dept. of Agriculture documentary 
| short, ‘Harvests For Tomorrow.’ will continue being distributed by Loew’s 
| and Warner Bros. Original distribution pact called for offering the picture 
| for three months, period ending today (15). This was in accordance with 
| the Government request. However, bookings have topped 1,000, with re- 
| quests from exhibitors still coming in. Hence, two distribs will continue 
| handling until Nov. 15. 

Heavy spending as result of the general business upturn, with a corre- 
sponding increase in film house incomes. is reported by William A. Scully, 
V-p and g.m. of Universal, following a fact-finding tour of key cities from 
Milwaukee to San Francisco. At all stops, Scully deélared, theatres were 
doing better than average business. : 

Motion Picture Relief Fund 
which $121,288 was for medical care and hospitalization. 


Their H’wood Interests 


‘human, | 


yersonal, down earth, humorous | ; é 
ae ” : ithey envisage for the parts. 





| 
| 
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| 





It devoted half a | 





spent approximately $360,000 in 1940, of | Favorite 


|toire and perhaps in new ones. 
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Film Giants Seek Heirs 


Continued from page ! 














Mary Pickford and Harold Lloyd, {| bandleader’s personality and his de- 
two of the biggest money-making livery in two pictures made for RKO 


screen stars of all time, are plan- 


approximate or strongly suggest the 


ning to find vicarious satisfaction for | personality which was Lloyd's patent 


their art and their 


through film substitutes. They will 


showmanship | character in .his long list of com. 


edies. So, Lloyd persuaded Kyser 


groom young players to repeat the | to play the ‘Spy’ role—one he had 


roles that brought them professional 
glory and wealth in the millions. 

Harold Lloyd wants to find another | 
‘Grandma's Boy,’ Miss Pickford an- | 
other Rebecca for ‘Sunnybrook Farm,’ 
another ‘M'liss,’ another ‘Tess.’ Un- 
sated by the triumphs of their long | 
careers, they have a common desire | 
to see their greatest starring pic- | 
tures of the silent days remade, with 
youngsters of their own choosing and | 


with a personality kinship to re- 
fresh the memorable roles. 
The plans of Miss Pickford and 


Lloyd, independently arrived at, are 
not mere wishful thinking; they are 
actually in process of being carried 
out. Both are searching for the tal- 
ented and personable youngsters 
It’s a 
sort of ‘Conrad-in-search-of-his- 
youth’ determination in the profes- 
sional sense 

Lioyd’s specifications are for an 
approximation, if not a replica, of 
that diffident, inept youth who 
tugged comically and affectionately 
at the heartstrings of the nation in 
‘Grandma’s Boy’ and ‘The Fresh- 
man,’ particularly—the shy fellow 
with the horn-rim_ specs. Miss 
Pickford hopes to find not exactly 
a carbon copy of herself in appear- 
ance and mannerism in the era of 
her golden-haired ‘America’s sweet- 
heart’ reign, but a girl who will have 
the gifts to give a comparable and 
reminiscent performance in pictures 
to be selected from the old reper- 





expected at one time to do himself, 
The story is the predicament of a 
reserve Army officer called into ac- 
tive duty on his wedding day, with 
the spy hunt starting right after the 
nuptials and every succeeding epi- 
sode indicating to the horrified 
bride that her bridegroom is a dis- 
loyal stepper-outer. 

In this picture Kyser, however, is 
in no way to lose his own identity 
as an entertainment personality and 


as a name maestro. The only re- 
|semblance aimed at between the 
batoneer and the comedy star on 


the screen will be the natural per- 
sonality and character likeness both 
admit. 

»It is in picture to follow ‘My Fa- 
vorite Spy,’ which will serve to re- 
fresh the older film-going public as 
to the essential Lloyd manner, that 
the producer expects to. display the 
young successor to the role Lloyd 


|made great and unforgettable—the 


protege he hopes to find. 
Lloyd’s $40,000,600 Character 


Harold Lloyd’s horn-rim mis-ad- 
venturer of the screen is estimated 
by those inside the organization to 
have grossed upwards of $40,000,000. 
Lloyd appeared in 26 films, two- 
reelers and features, during the 
horn-rim specs period. Standouts 
were ‘The Freshman,’ ‘Grandma's 
Boy,’ ‘Welcome Danger,’ ‘Milky Way,’ 
‘Sailor Made Man,’ ‘Safety Last,’ 
‘Why Worry,’ aud ‘Girl Shy.’ All 
these Kay Kyser looked at after he 





Lloyd is an established producer, 
releasing through RKO. This year 
he made ‘A Girl, a Guy and a Gob’ 
in that capacity only. In 1938 he 
was listed as producer on Para- 
mount’s ‘Professor Beware,’ the last 
picture in which he also appeared 
as an actor. As a producer he will 
select that young actor-vicar through 
whom he expects to reflect in some 
measure his earlier performances. 

Pickford Pix to Live Again 

Mary Pickford is shortly to go into | 
active production again, as one of | 
the original owner-members of 
United Artists. Her first production, 
she has recently stated, will ve a 
remake of her starring picture and 
her first talker, ‘Coquette,’ to be re- 
leased by UA. She indicated a few 
days ago that there might be others | 
from the list of her early successes. 
It is a long list, through most of | 
which she played maiden roles, with | 
only an occasional transition in her 
later pictures into full maturity. She | 
would probably have to groom a suc- 
cession of moppet and _ post-ado- 
lescent actresses to run successfully | 
through the long gamut of her roles, | 
starting with her first screen appear- 
and ending with ‘Secrets’ in 


| 





ange 
Gait 


1934. 
Her previous production experi- 
fence was in a joint venture with 
Jesse L. Lasky on ‘One Rainy After- 
|} noon’ and ‘The Gay Desperado.’ She 
jis scheduled to make two or three 
|features as producer only for the 
| 1941-42 United Artists program. 
Lloyd is going through a transi- 
tion phase in his 
He is coming up for RKO with ‘My 
Spy,’ to star Kay 





(Continued from page 18) 





PORTLAND 
THURS., OCT. 16— 


2:00 p.m.—‘Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), Star 
} Film Exchange 
| FRL, OCT. 17— 
2:00 p.m.—Small Town Deb.’ 
Star Film Exchange 
TUES., OCT. 21— 
1:00 p.m.—Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), B. F. Shearer P.R, 


ST. LOUIS 


‘Swamp Water’ (20th), FRI, OCT. 17— 


TUES., OCT. 21— 


THURS., OCT. 16— 


TUES., OCT. 21— 
1:30 p.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘tT wo-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), S’Renco P.R. 


SALT LAKE CITY 

THURS., OCT. 16— 

1:00 p.m.—Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 

2:15 p.m.—‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
FRI, OCT. 17—~ 

1:00 p.m.—‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 

2:15 p.m.—Swamp Water’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., OCT. 21— 

1:00 p.m.-—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 

(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R, 


TUES., OCT. 21— 


FRL, OCT. 17— 


TUES., OCT. 21— 








Trade Showings 


1:00 p.m.—‘Small Town Deb,’ 
20th-Fox P.R. 


| Both Lloyd and Kyser agree that the | 


SAN FRANCISCO 
THURS., OCT. 16— 
10:30 a.m.—‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th). 20th-Fox P.R. 
2:00 p.m.—‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 


10:30 a.m.—‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 
2:00 p.m.—Swamp Water’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R. 


1:30 p.m.—Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R. 


SEATTLE 


1:00 p.m.—‘Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), | THURS., OCT. 16— 
S’Renco P.R. 1:30 p.m.—Moon Over Shoulder,’ ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 
FRL, OCT. 17— ih he 20th-Fox P.R. 
1:00 p.m.—‘Small Town Deb,’ ‘ ’ 9 T. 17— 
¢: S’Renco P.R. a See ee Cee 1:36 p.m.—Small Town Deb,’ ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 


20th-Fox P.R. 


1:00 p.m.—‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), Jewel Box Preview T. 


WASHINGTON 


Shoulder,’ 


THURS., OCT. 16— 
1:00 p.m.—‘Moon Over 
20th-Fox P.R. 


‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 


‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 


1:00 p.m.—‘Shadow ‘of Thin Man,’ “Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G), 20th-Fox P.R,° 


| comedy 


producer career. | 


Kyser. | 


finished his recent ‘Playmates’ at 
RKO, and before going east on his 
six weeks’ broadcast engagement. 
‘Spy’ is scheduled to start around 
mid-November, from script now be- 
ing written by Sig Herzig and Wil- 
liam Bower. 

In strange contrast to the plans of 
Miss Pickford and Harold Lloyd to 
recreate, in a sense, and perpetuate 
the characters and personalities they 
established on the screen, is the plan 
of Charles Chaplin to abandon, for 
his next picture at least, his little, 


shuffling, mustached alter-ego. He 
|} expects to work up an entirely new 


impersonatien, he revealed 
during United Artists member dis- 
cussions of the coming season’s pro- 
ducing plans. This will be the first 
time Chaplin has dropped off that 
whimsical, wistful guise by which 
millions have known him _ from 
‘Shoulder Arms’ to ‘The Great Dicta- 
tor’ of current release, and which to 


| most of those millions was regarded 


as the actual, undisguised Charlie— 
the little guy with the shuffle, the. 


| cane, the twitching lip and the cour- 


age of the damned. 


Par May Buy Out Late 
Eugene Levy's 5 Houses 


The estate of the late Eugene 
Levy, Paramount’s Newburgh, N. Y., 
partner, who was killed recently in 
an auto accident, is reported in 
| doubt as to whether the partnership 
should be renewed with Par or the 


'five theatres sold. In the latter 
event, Par would be the probable 
purchaser. 


Deal with Par expires in two 


Par not long ago asked Levy 


| years. 
to renew the partnership contract, 
but he declined to do so on the 


ground there was plenty of time to 
do that, it is said. 

The Newburgh houses 
operated under the supervision 
Par at present. 


are being 
of 


A Guy Called Joe 
Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

Marsha Hunt was assigned to the 
top femme role opposite Robert 
Young in ‘Joe Smith, American’ at 
Metro. 

Picture is slated to roll tomorrow 
(Wed.), with Jack Chertok preduc- 
ing. 





Harry Sherman’s Epic 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Richard Dix and Leo Carrillo 
idraw cosstarring spots in Harry 
Sherman’s historical production, 
‘American Empire,’ at Paramount. 





Filming starts as soon as Dix 
finishes his chore in “Tombstone, 
another Sherman special 
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Watch for more box-office communiqués from 
the man of the hour,George Washington Hope! 
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Browne-Bioff Trial 


Continued from page 4 


said yet whether it made payments 
or not. 

Bioff’s original demand on the in- 
@ustry was for $2,000.000, Schenck 
testified. Browne, whom he knew, 
ealled him at his office in Loew’s 
theatre building, N. Y., on April 14, 
1986, and asked to come over and 
see him, Schenck said. Browne ar- 
rived with Bioff, who dispensed with 
the usual amenities after his in- 
troduction to the Loew’s prez, and 
declared right off, according to tes- 
timony: 

I Elected Browne’ 

‘Look, I want you to know that 
I am the boss. I elected Browne. 
got him the job as president of 
the IATSE. I got to get $2,000,000 
from the motion picture industry.’ 

‘You’re crazy,’ Schenck testified, 
he replied. 

‘Well, that’s what has to be,’ said 
Bioff. 

‘It’s impossible for the president 





‘Nick’ and ‘George’ 





Only two days after they first 
met, defense counsel wrung from 
Nicholas M. Schenck, he and 
George Browne were calling 
each other ‘Nick’ and ‘George.’ 

It didn’t signify the friendli- 
ness that the defense would 
make it seem, Schenck said; 
merely convenience at the film 
labor council table where every- 
one called each other by first 
names. 


ierrnesecse ee tnt ei na 


of any company to pay that much 
money,’ Loew chieftain said. 

‘Stop tkis nonsense. You know it 
will cost you more than that if you 
don’t pay. Think it over,’ and with 
that Bioff and Browne left. Schenck 
said he felt ‘terribly excited.’ 

He testified he next saw B&B at 
a meeting in the New York office 
of Pat Casey, studio labor contact, 
two days later. Confab was the an- 
nual one of company and Guild and 
union reps on the basic agreement 
eovering labor in the _ studios. 
Schenck said he, Kent and B&B hud- 
died after the meeting in a side 
room, after Schenck and Kent had 
‘sneaked out’ and discussed the $2,- 
000,060 proposition at lunch in a 52d 
street restaurant. 


separate pieces of currency—Schenck 


The process was repeated. 
also repeated the following year, 
Schenck testified. 


not see how much money was in 
Kent’s bundle. 
testimony 
amount, but it is believed to also 
have been $50,000. 


hotel room delivery, Schenck inter- 
posed, before attorneys could put a 
damper on him: 

in saying this, but I must tell you 


that I had never heard Browne ask 
for any money. Bioff did all the talk- 


4 ative.’ 


horn-rim-spectacled, wrinkled-faced 





‘I talked the matter over,’ Bioff 
told the two prexies, ‘and maybe 
you’re right. Two million dollars 
4s too much. I'll take a million.’ 

When Kent and Schenck informed 
him they wouldn’t pay, again Bioff 
suggested, “Think it over,’ parting 
with: 

‘I want it, I must-have it and I 
expect it. I want to leave for Cali- 
fornia and I must have an answer 
in two days so I know what steps 
to take.’ 

Foursome got together in the same 
room in Casey’s office following an- 
other basic agreement meeting two 
days later. Bioff asked Kent and 
Schenck if they had made up their 
minds yet and when they reiterated 
that they wouldn’t pay, declared: 


Bioff’s Leblang Offer 


‘Look, you may be right. We may 
all get in trouble with that much 
money involved. But there’s no use 
arguing anymore. I'll reduce it to 
$50,000 a year each for the big com- 
panies and $25,000 a each for 
the small companies. Think it over.’ 

Few days later, again in Casey’s 
office, Schenck and Kent told Bioff 
they had no choice and would go 


through with his demands. Bioff 
wanted cash the next day and 
phoned Schenck, asking: ‘Are you 


ready with that bundle?’ 
Schenck managed to get a day’s 
breathing space to allow Loew’s 








in a corner looking out a window. 
When B&B agreed that the amount 
was correct—there were some 400 


moved into the window corner and 
Kent tossed his ‘bundle’ on the bed. 
It was 


Loew’s chieftain declared he did 


There has been no 


yet to establish the 


Immediately after describing the 


“I don’t know whether I am right 


ing and Browne just stood by.’ 
There was an_ indication all 
through Schenck’s testimony that he 
was endeavoring to put the onus on 
Bioff and go lightly on Browne. He 
feels, it appears, that Browne was 
coerced by his ‘personal represent- 


Metro Topper Cutely 
Slips a Few Over 


Interpolations concerning Browne 
were part of ‘speeches’ given by the 


picture industry patriarch in answer 
to virtually every question. Admit- 
ting to partial deafness—which ap- 
parently made it impossible for him 
to hear imprecations of counsel to 
stop—he got over many a point that 
ordinarily wouldn’t go into a court 
record. 


Defense attorneys were red in the 
face and tearing their hair as 
Schenck talked right over their 
shouts. He just refused to answer 
one question until he had exhausted 
himself on the previous one. Judge 
Knox seemed more amused than an- 
noyed, particularly when Bioff’s at- 
torney, George Breslin, finally let 
his arms drop to his side, his head 
fall, and just allowed Schenck to talk 
on. Breslin was so distrait he had to 
ask for a short recess. 

Schenck’s amusing performance, 
coupled with what appeared to be 
an engaging frankness and willing- 





Hutcheson’s 10% Missout 





Studio carpenters lost.a 10% 
wage increase in 1936 because 
their president, William Hutche- 
son, couldn’t or wouldn’t attend 
a meeting of the parties to the 
basic agreement, Nicholas M. 
Schenck testified. 


All the unions that had reps 
present got the 10% tilts, he 
said. 


— 














ness to tell all—although Breslin got 
over a sharp crack that that wasn’t 
the case—was a repetition of his ap- 
pearance at the Senate subcommittee 
film propaganda hearings in Wash- 
ington a couple weeks before. At 
that time, too, Schenck downed his 
inquisitors, 

In April, 1937, Metro mahatma tes- 
tified, he again met Bioff at the basic 
agreement meeting in Casey’s office 
IA boss, he said, again maneuvered 
him into a corner and demanded: 

“Where’s the $50,000?’ 


the business.’ , 
‘Audition’ Strike in Chi, 
St. Loo and Elsewhere 


Chicago strike to which Schenck 
referred figured importantly in all 
the testimony. 
ists, and included not only houses in 
Chicago, but East St. Louis and other 
cities. Schenck and Correa main- 
tained that it was pulled by Browne 
and Bioff as an exhibition of their 
power to wreck the business by clos- 
ing theatres. 

Breslin. gave an indication of what 
the defense on this will be, ‘iow- 
ever, by querying of the ew's 
lama: 

‘Didn’t he (Browne) say that the 
strike was called in Paramount the- 
atres because of evidence that Para- 
mount had written letters to the 
projectionists trying to get them to 
quit the IATSE?’ 

‘No. Never to my knowledge,’ 
Schenck replied. 

Much film labor history was gone 





Who? 





Loew’s prez Nicholas M. 
Schenck, on the witness stand 
in the Browne-Bioff extortion 
trial in New York yesterday 
(Tuesday), gave indication of 
why the IATSE did not get the 
10% increase recently granted 
other unions under the basic 
labor agreement. 

‘We haven’t met with the IA 
yet,’ he declared. ‘We don’t know 
who to meet with.’ 

Negotiations now going on in 
New York are between studios 
and IA Hollywood locals, not the 
International, to which Schenck 
was obviously referring. 


rei eto MO 


into in leading the testimony up to 
the 1935 projectionists’ welkout. It 
boiled down to the fact that up un- 
til around 1926 studios dealt entirely 
with local unions. That caused a 
lot of trouble, particularly when 
they sent companies on locations 
where the locals had no jurisdic- 
tion. 

Therefore, a basic agreement was 
drawn up in 1926 by which nego- 
tiations between unions and studios 
were to be handled by a committee 
made up of top studio execs and of- 
ficers of the international unions. 
That meant that whatevér union 
stipulations were laid down applied 
nationally and the studios could act 
accordingly. 

In 1933, IA pulled out as a party 
to the basic agreement. As a re- 
sult it lost many members, most of 
them going over to Dan Tracy’s elec- 
trical union and William Hutcheson’s 
carpenters union. 


B. & B. Cordiaie Entente : 


Then Browne and Bioff came into 
the picture and decided they wanted 
to get back into the IA the men 
who had been lost to it. To do so, 
they figured, they’d have to get the 
IA again among the parties to the 
basic agreement. 

Testimony isn’t exactly clear at 
this point, but it appears that Tracy 
and Hutcheson, to protect their own 
jurisdiction, objected to having the 
IA back. Browne then went to the 
film company reps to the basic 
agreement parleys and asked that 
they get the IA back in. 

Following that Browne called the 
Chicago strike to force the majors’ 
hand. As expected, they prevailed 
upon Tracy and Hutcheson and the 
IA again became party to the basic 
agreement. 

Breslin’s cross-examination of 











Schenck Envisions What 
Happened in Chicago 


it a year before, whereupon Bioff 
quickly set him straight that that 





treasurer to get the required cash. | had been for 1936, and now he want- 
Finally, on about April 23, 1936, Kent | ed the coin for 1937. 


came to Schenck’s office carrying his 


little paper-wrapped bundle, Schenck | asked. 


put his bundle under his arm and 
the pair of prexies boarded the ele- 
vator to the street, picking up a cab 
in front of the building on Broad- 
way to go to the Waldorf. 

Bioff came to the hotel-room door 
at their knock and a minute later 
Browne appeared ‘out of the bath- 
room or somewhere.’ 

‘Here’s the bundle,’ Schenck an- 
mounced as he entered. He tossed 
the package on one of the twin beds, 
Bioff, standing between the beds, 
opened the ‘bundle,’ containing 
mostly $100 bills and some $500 bills, 
and counted it from one bed to the 
other. Then Browne counted it. 
Then they both counted it together. 
Schenck stood by ligkting one cigar- 
ette after another while Kent was 


‘Do you really mean that?’ Schenck 


‘Stop the nonsense. You know we 
have an agreement. I'll call you to- 
morrow,’ declared Bioff. 

And the coin was paid, although 
Schenck figured out a way of Bioff’s 
getting it without it’s coming out of 
Metro’s treasury. Arrangements were 
made by which the labor leader got 
the money as ‘commission’ on raw 
film bought by the studio. 

“What did you believe would hap- 
pen if you didn’t pay Bioff the $50,- 
000 he demanded,’ Correa asked of 
Schenck. Question was allowed by 
the court over the objection of 
Henry W. Uterhardt, Bioff's personal 
attorney. 

‘Going through my mind,’ Schenck 
answered, ‘was what they could do. 


Schenck protested that he had paid | 


Schenck hammered at the fact that 
Loew’s had never reported to the 
| district attorney or the police what 
| they allege to be extortion. Schenck 
said he had told J. Robert Rubin, 
v.p. and counsel, about the 
ayments., 

‘Did you refer the demands of 
Bioff to the U. S. district attorney?’ 
Breslin demanded. 

‘I did‘not, although I had it in 
mind,’ Schenck replied. 

Breslin won the approval of the 
court to have struck out the ‘although 
I hac it in mind.’ 

First time he told the d.a. about 
it, Schenck said, was when he was 
called down to Correa’s office early 
last May, shortly before the indict- 
ments were handed up _ against 
Browne and Bioff. 


Bioff Cues His Attorney 
On Leo Spitz, Harry Cohn 


At this point in the questioning, 
Bioff leaned over and interrupted 
Breslin to whisper something in his 
ear. When he had finished, Breslin 
asked: 


| Metro 
|p 








‘I recalled the Chicago strike. They | 


‘Did you send Leo Spitz, president 


could close our theatres and destroy | 


It was of projection- | 


—— 


Browne-Bioff Sidelights 





PRC UPS PROGRAM 





With 28 exchanges in this country 

and six in Canada, Producers Re- 
leasing Corp., headed by O. Henry 
Briggs, formerly of Pathe, is selling 
a program for the 1941-42 season of 
42 pictures as compared with 38 
wnich were offered last year. 
Leon Fromkess, former Mono- 
gram official, is said to be the mov- 
ing spirit behind the new indie and 
was responsible for its organization. 
Arthur Greenblatt, formerly in 
major distribution, recently joined 
PRC as sales manager. 


STAMPER GETS 
i-10-21-DAY 
CLEARANCE 


Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 


C:cuumbus Stamper, operator of the 
ind « Great Northern, on Friday (10) 
maa: an out-of-court settlement of 
his complaint filed wi'> the arbitra- 
tion board against \. «rners, Para- 
mount and Metro. Un «r the agree- 
ment, Stamper’s how « would get 
prodi«. from these “.:ee companies 
seven days after thse WB Keystone, 
and not later than 21 days after the 
completion of the run at the Strand, 
also owned by Warners, the. key 
house in the zone. 

20th-Century Fox, also a defend- 
ant in the complaint, made a 
separate settlement, embodying simi- 
lar provisions. 











AUTO ACCIDENT VICTIMS 
Boston, Oct. 14. 


Billy McCourt, assistant manager, 
and Gerald Partington, chief of 
service, both of the Keith Memorial, 
are recovering from a recent auto- 
mobile accident. Returning home 
from theatre, late at night, McCourt 
swerved his car to avoid a collision 
and his car went off the road, rolling 
over three times. 

Both are in the Massachusetts Me- 
morial Hospital here, with Parting- 
ton reported as worse off with seri- 
ous spinal injuries. 





of RKO, to talk to Harry Cohn, 
president of Columbia, about the 
money asked for by Browne and 
Bioff?’ 

‘No, never,’ replied Schenck. 

It became evident from Breslin’s 
question that the defense is not go- 
ing to deny payments made by the 
film companies. 

Breslin tried to get from Schenck 
how the $50,000 payments are re- 
corded on Loew’s books, but Schenck 
for the first time was evasive. He 
finally virtually shouted: 

‘I don’t know. I’m not the book- 
keeper.’ 

Breslin did manage to get on the 
record that Schenck is a brother of 
Joseph M. Schenck. Is that the same 
one who was convicted here for in- 
come tax evasion?’ he asked. 

‘Unfortunately, that’s so,’ 
Schenck. 

‘And the same one who is awaiting 
trial for perjury?’ Breslin hammered. 

"Yes.’ Schenck admitted. ? 

After going into such personal de- 
tails as the fact that Joe is three 
years older than he, that they see 
each other five or six times a year 
at least and that they were co- 
owners many years ago of the Pal- 


replied 


sey and of other ventures, Schenck 
said, under Breslin’s examination. 
that he had never told Joe about the 
payments to Browne and Bioff. 

‘Did Joe ever call on the phone and 
tell you that Bioff had turned money 
over to him?’ defense counsel 
queried. Schenck said no and the 
point was allowed to Grop as Bres- 
lin asked: ; 

‘Did you know that your brother 
Joe gave Bioff a trip to Rio de 
Janeiro?’ Schenck again said he 
didn’t know. 

‘Did you ask Browne to see what 
could be done by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to kill the Neely bill 
when that was pending in Congress?’ 
Breslin demanded. 

‘I never asked him a thing,’ re- 





plied Schenck. 


¥ 


TO 42 PIX IN ’41-42 


isades Amusement Park in New Jer- | 





Spectators got a chuckle at the 
trial last week when Judge Kno 
after Nick Schenck said he didn’t 
know what. his last year’s income 
was, suggested: ‘Well, just tell ug 
within a range of $50,000 or $75,000, 


Declaring he didn’t mind telling 
how much he made ‘because it ig 
public property anyway,’ Schenck 
explained the formula on which hig 
salary is based. He gets $2,500 @ 
week, he said, plus 24%% of the profit 
after $2 a share is earned on Loew’g 
common. 


Offering to phone his office to find 
out kow much he made, Loew’s preg 
finally guessed it was $250,000 from 
Metro and perhaps another $100,000 
from stocks, bonds and outside inter. 
ests. Guess followed 15 minutes of 
inquisition by George Browne’s at- 
torney, Martin Conboy, 





Asked by defense counsel if he 
were the gent known in Hollywood 
as ‘The General,’ Schenck brought a 
laugh with his very proud: 

‘Yes SIR!’ 





Schenck’s ‘Mistake’ 


Trying to prove that despite the 
alleged extortion, Schenck remained 
more or less friendly with B&B, de- 
fense counsel asked if he hadn't had 
them to kis —— in New York and 
Florida. Declarifg he always acted 
like a* gentleman, filmogul admitted 
he had invited the labor leaders in 
for cocktails when he met them at 
Hialeah. But when he was accused 
of sending Bioff a Christmas card, 
Schenck declared: 

‘If I did, it was a mistake.’ 





Missing ‘Link’ 


‘Mr. Link’ was the code name Bioff 
and Schenck agreed that Schenck 
was to use when he phoned Bioff, 
defense attorney George Breslin 
tried to get the Loew exec to admit. 
Schenck denied it, declaring he 
never called Bioff. Breslin said the 
‘Mr. Link’ was used because both 
parties feared their phones might be 
tapped. 





Plenty of Attorneys 


There are plenty of attorneys on 
both sides of the set-to. Handling 
the general defense are George 
Breslin and Michael G. Luddy, both 
from California and admitted to 
practice in New York solely for this 
trial. Martin Conboy is acting as 
Browne’s personal attorney. He 
formerly held the: same job as his 
opponent, Mathias Correa, as Fed- 
eral prosecuting attorney in New 
York City. Henry W. Uterhardt is 
Bioff’s personal counsel, with David 


Asche serving as utility man. Cor- 
rea’s principal assistant is Boris 
Kostelanetz, brother of maestro 
Andre. 


Par’s Stock Swap Plan 


Primarily designed to simplify the 
company’s corporate structure, but 
also to effect economies in interest 
payment, Paramount last week of- 
fered holders of 3%% convertible 
debentures an opportunity to swap 
them for new 4% debentures due in 
1956, exchange to be on an even 
basis. President 34%,% debentures 
are not due until 1947. 

Besides taking care of $12,681,000 
principal amount of its 3%s pres- 
ently outstanding, statement accom- 
panying notice by Barney Balaban, 
Par president, points out that 
$20,000,000 of new 4% debentures 
will be used exclusively in extend- 
ing, renewing, replacing or refund- 
ing an equal aggregate principal 
amount of company indebtedness at 
the time outstanding. 


Schenck Tells 


Continued from page jae 


Mort H. Singer, Chicago theatre op- 
erator, to act as go-between in get- 
ting the money to Browne for both 
companies. 


Metro actually paid in excess of 
$150,000, Schenck said, as the pay- 
ment was made by check to Singer 
and he had to pay income taxes on 
it. Amount over $100,000, was to 
cover the taxes. 


Schenck didn’t make it perfectly 
clear that Browne wanted the coin 
for himself and that it might not 
have gone into the union’s treas- 
ury, but the implication couldn’t b: 
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New Season's Shorts Already 


Indicate Increased Revenue 





4 
- 





While difficult to ascertain this 
early, it’s reported that shorts are 
producing more revenue this sea- 
gon than on the 1940-41 setup. Ma- 
jority of majors plainly have bol- 
stered the quality of short feature 
product all down the line and on 
the average are gettimg better coin 
than last season. 

Aside from the improved quality, 
Consent Decree majors have been 
virtually forced to ask better terms 
because of the added expense of sell- 
ing shorts separately. This has 
meant a separate sales staff in 
gome instances and elsewhere it has 
caused additional expense in time 
and manpower to put over the shorts 
lineup. 

In connection with new interest 
in shorts, this season, the industry 
is watching the experiment of Hal 
Roach with his streamlined, abbre- 
viated features to see if they will 
catch on and point to a trend 
towards more lengthy shorts of three 
or four reels. 

Admittedly, the Roach experiment 
will be a tough one because bucking 
the set rule as to features and shorts. 
Despite this, the trade is not over- 
looking the possibilities of this type 
feature (some call ‘em glorified 
shorts) catching on and setting an 
example that other companies may 
follow. 


8 THEATRE COMPANIES 
SUE FOR N.Y. TAX CUTS 


Eight theatre companies, film and 
legit, filed protests in N. Y. supreme | 
court Friday (10), against assess- 
ments on their property by the N. Y. 
Tax Commission. All seek reduc- 
tions in the assessments which cover 
1941-42, 

They are the Stanley-Mark-Strand 
Corp., operators.of the N. Y. Strand, 
assessed at $3,420,000, and seeking a 
reduction to $2,128,000; Warott, Inc., 
operator of the Biltmore theatre, 
assessed at $340,000, and seeking a/| 
reduction to $155,000; Warner Bros. 
Pictures, Ine., . operators of the 
Hollywood, assessed at $1,125,000 and 
seeking a reduction to $525,000; the 
Intrastate Theatre Corp., operators 
of the Warner Bros. home-offices at 
315-29 West 44th St., assessed at $1,- 
210,000 and seeking a reduction to 
$885,000, the same corporation ope- | 
rating at 309-13 West 44th St., as-| 
sessed at $175,000 and asking a re-| 
duction to $150,000; Warner Bros. | 
Pictures Inc., operating a warehouse | 
at 617 West 54th St., assessed at 
$976,000, and seeking a reduction to! 
$641,000, and RKO Radio Pictures 
Inc., 35 West 45th St., assessed a 
$415,000, and asking a reduction to| 
$250,000. 

















Browar’s Day in Jail, 


2G Fine for Income Tax 


| 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. 

Mark Browar, veteran Pittsburgh 
exhibitor who retired less than a | 
year ago, was fined $2,000 and sen- | 
tenced to one day in jail by Feaeral 
Judge R. M. Gibson last week on a 
charge of attempting to evade in- 
come tax of $1,025 for 1938. Browar, 
who is now a resident of California, 
flew in from the Coast when case | 
came up and immediately entered a 
plea of guilty. 

A local exhib for almost 35 years, 
Browar disposed of his last theatre 
here several months ago to indie cir- | 
cuit interests, and left with his wife | 
to make their future home in Santa 
Monica. 





j 


| 





COL’S REGULAR DIVVY 
Columbia Pictures directors de- 
Clared a dividend of 6834c on its 
Preferred stock last weck, being the | 





regular quarterly payment. It 
Maintains the regular $2.75 annual 
rate, 


Divvy is payable Nov. 15 to stock- 
holders On record Nov. 1. 





Mort Shea Memorial Services 

A memorial service for the late | 
Mort (Feiber &) Shea will be held | 
next Tuesday (21) at Holy Cross | 
church on West 42d street, New 
York. 


Shea died Oct. 19, 1940. 


la meeting 


|age estimated at 
| Sunday night (5), 
| any cash. 
burglars jimmied boxoffice door, en- 


Price Upping OK 


San Francisco, Oct. 14. 
New admish taxes have made rel- 
atively few changes in Frisco b.o. 
scales. 
Major shift has been at subse- 
quents and nabes where 20c. tickets 
have been upped to an even 25e., 








Cuts in Canada 
Edmonton, Alta., Oct. 14. 

Despite increased costs of living 
and theatre operation, prices have 
been cut at Edmonton’s Capitol, Em- 
press and Strand theatres. Al] are 
F-P houses. 

F-P company has also acquired the 
new Garneau under a_ long-term 
lease and it will be operated by En- 
twistle Theatres, Ltd. 


BIG TURNOUT 
FOR ALBANY 
VARIETY 


Albany, Oct. 14. 
Albany film men, in large num- 
bers, attended a luncheon at the Ten 
Eyck Hotel Monday (13), when the 
initial steps to repitch Tent No. 9, 
Variety Club, were taken. About 
125 were on hand to hear the speak- 








ers, James G. Balmer, national treas- | 


urer of Variety Clubs; Si Fabian, 
head of the Fabian circuit, and | 
Meyer Schine, president of 
Schine circuit, with main offices in| 
Gloversville. The New York state 
branch of Allied, which was holding 


in the hotel, deferred | 


starting it, in order to attend the 
luncheon. 
New Variety Club—it is really a 


reorganization of the one which func- 
tioned for sometime, but disbanded 
in 1935—will take possession of a 
suite in the Ten Eyck Nov. 12. The 
old headquarters were over the for- 
mer Harmanus Bleecker Hall, 





Mpls.’ Drive 
Minneapolis, Oct. 14. 
The Twin City Variety club, whose | 
principal charity is the Minneapolis | 
Milk Fund, is starting another pro- 
ject. 
It will establish a serum fund to} 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


defray the cost of expensive medi- | 
cants for ailing infants in needy fam- 
ilies, 


| 


| 
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RKO PAYS $18,000 FOR | 
TARKINGTON NOVEL 


New novel by 
| ‘The Fighting Littles 


* has been pur-| 


| chased by RKO. Studio paid around | 


$18,000 for it. 
Book will be published at the end | 
of this week. 


Story Buys 
Holly wood, Oct. 14. 
Leon Errol bought ‘The High- 


lander,’ screen story by Simeon Bar- 
nett, based on the life of Sir Harry 


| Lauder. 
Clarence Budington Kelland sold 
the mystery yarn, ‘Silver Spoon,’ to 


| RKO. 


Walter Reisch sold 
| Michig san’ to Metro. 


‘Tulip Time in 


J. P, Marquand sold his novel, 
‘Lord Timothy Dexter,’ to RKO. 

Metro purchased ‘The Immortal 
Idler,’ by Bruno Frank. 


Yeggs Damage Theatre 
$400 But Get No Cas 


Jamestown, N. Y., Oct. 14. 
In the first theatre burglary here | 
in nearly 20 years, thieves did dam- | 
$400 to Shea’s 
but failed to find 
Fire door wes forced and 


trance to manager's office and opened 
candy machine in _ balcony, but 


|} change had been removed from the 


latter. 

Police were interested in Variety's 
report of same procedure used in 
Waterford, N. Y., theatre job sev- 
eral weeks ago, and are checking 
with police of that city. 


|of the Treasury. 


| ments, 


, , | W 
Booth Tarkington, | 


Musta Bet on Yanks 





Hollywood, Oct. 14. 


Whatever they may be called 
in the Bronx or Flatbush, they 
are ‘The Lovely Bums’ in West- 
wood. 


Lee Loeb and Harold a 
man are writing a baseball story 
around. that title with a Brook-- 
lyn background io be produced 
by Walter Morosco at 20th- 
Fox. 


RECEIVER UPS 
BIZ 50%, IN 
3 MOS. 


Detroit, Oct. 14. 


Much as it hurts, maybe a re- 
ceiver can show a few tricks on op- 
erating a motion picture theatre. 


The first report filed in Federal 
Court here by Edgar E. Kirchner, 
named receiver of the Kramer the- 
atre, showed that there was a 50% 
boost in business for the three 
months he was operating as com- 
pared to the same three months a 
year ago, also only slight increase 
in payment for pictures. 

He took over while the dispute be- 
tween Ben Cohen and Samuel 
Shevin, the lesses who sought re- 
duced rentals, and the Kramer 
family, seeking to regain possession 
of the house, dragged in the courts. 


Curb on Bidg. 


Continued from page i—— 
will be whether exhibition interests 





























the | can go ahead with building that has 


|already started or reached the blue- 
print stage. Also, where land has 
been bought at some time in the past 
with a future View to building a pic- 
ture ‘ouse, is involved. Undoubt- 
edly many such sites have been pur- 
chased as a reminder that trouble 


i might be courted if opposition inter- 


ests get out of line. Distribs are 
said to have held parcels here and 
there for long periods on which 
they could build also in the event 
their film is shut out of the towns. 

Preceding the SPAB ukase, some 
comfort has been drawn by smaller 
exhibs from two recommendations 
of Henry Morgenthau, Jr., Secretary 
One calls for limit- 
ing profits to 6% on capital invest- 
while the other would limit 
financing for non-defense building. 


| Both, if enacted into law, would have 
ltheir own effect in restricting the- 


| atre expansion. 
Pros and Cons 

While the construction ban serves 
s a protective mantle to exhibs 
against whom invasion has always 
been a danger, to others in the ex- 
hibition field who are entitled to 
build in their own towns or else- 
there the restrictions are a blow. 
This would include newcomers to 
the exhibition field who want to put 
'up a theatre where they would not 
| be stepping on the toes of some es- 
tablished exhib. 

A representative number of the- 
atres are in the building stage or 
| projected for v: arious towns through- 
lout the country, including by affili- 
ated circuits and independents. Dif 
ficulties have been faced for some 
|months now among those who are 
building because of inability to get 
materials, including steel, 


ie¥) 


Producers-IATSE Parleys on New 
Contracts Virtually Abandoned 





Hope for conclusion of negotia- 


of the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees yesterday | 
(Tuesday) was reported virtually 
abandoned after 
weeks of New York meetings follow- 


ing much resistance by unions, espe- 
cially from the cameramen and 
sound technicians. Hollywood rep- 
resentatives of these unions, osten- 
sibly on orders from the Coast not 
to leave until a contract is obtained, 
have been holding out for original 
demands while the studio labor 
group, of which Pat Casey is chair- 


two - and - a - half 


east so that they could submit the 


tions between producers and locals | *ituation to their respective member- 


ships on the Coast. As a result C. B. 
DuVal, representing the propertye 
men, and William Barrett, represent- 
|ing grips, returned to the Coast. 


The other locals remained on to 
; continue parleys, but although they 
are attempting, from account, to stay 
clear of IA interference, they have 
at the same time decided to con- 
tinue the battle from Hollywood. 


In the face of reports that the 
unions were withdrawing from the 
N. Y. conference, it was also learned 
that request for Federal mediation 
in the negotiations may be sought. 





man, is said to be equally adamant | 
in its stand against acceptance of | 
their proposals. 


Studio reps will probably return | 
to the Coast .omorrow (Thursday) | 
to continue negotiations from there. 


Cameramen and sound technicians | 


increases ranging from 10-25%, but | 
are also determined on better work- 
ing conditions and recognition of 
added jurisdiction in their fields. On 
the latter score, producers are un- 
derstood taking the position that 
jurisdictional demands are strictly 
something for the unions to settle. 
Some hope is held that an adjust- 





10% increase will ultimately enable 
a settlement. 

Producers have offered all IATSE 
locals a 10% increase for hourly em- 





|cordance with the wages and hours 
|law to key men in 


ployees and flat salary jumps in ac- 


the various 
unions based on a 40-hour week 
with time-and-a-half for overtime. 


While some optimism exists that 


are not only sticking to demands for} cently made 


Propertymen, Local 44, and grips, 
Local 80, are said to be the spear- 
. head of such a move, and at a meet- 


lj inz scheduled for last night (Tues.) 


in Hollywood were submit such a 
proposal to their members. 


Along with reports that the Film 
Technicians (lab workers), which re- 
its own deals with 
studios independently of the IA, is 
launching a move to oust George E, 
Browne and William Bioff from the 
IA, it is understood locals other than 
propertymen and grips are also 
avoiding IA advice or aid. 





lw e 
ment of working <vnditions plus 2 | Painters Fancy Co-Op 


With White-Collarites 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 


Brotherhood of Painters, 
rators 





Deco- 
& Paper Hangers is under- 


|stood moving in on white-collars in 


film industry by issuing a charter 
to Screen Office Employers Guild, 





the projectionists, lamp operators, 
studio laborers, costumers and make- 
up artisis may 
for the 10% increase, they want to 
submit it to their memberships first 
ana are demanding the right to make 
their own deals without IA inter- 
ference. Such a compromise with 


the others appears dubious at the | 


moment. 


In addition to the trouble being 
experienced with the cameramen 
and soundmen, with whom the pro- 
ducer group has been meeting for 
four days now, without making any 
reportable headway, the status of 
the situation as regards the proper- 
tymen and grips is highly doubtful. 

Shift to Coast? 


After being offered the 10% boost 
on Thursday (9), the grips and prop- 
ertymen, apparently under the strong 
domination of the IA, decided to 
call off further negotiations in the 





be willing to settle | 


| Latter is said to have tentatively ac- 
}cepted and put it up to members at 
|}meeting tomorrow. 

| Teamsters union is also looking 
for an in with the collarites, and 
reported sparring for jurisdiction 
over independent office workers at 
}20th-Fox, Warners and Paramount. 
The other studios are aligned with 
SOEG. 





Extras’ Earnings Down 





Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Extras earned $44,827 less last 
month than in August, although 


overtime and adjustments amounted 
to $32,248. Placements fell off 3,283 
and the average daily wage slumped 
65c. 

However, the payoff was $65,000 
higher than September of last year. 
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necessary 
aluminium and other properties. | 
This has slowed down building and | 


in some cases has resulted in con- 
struction being called off altogether. 
Among other things, theatres that 
are in operation are having trouble 
| getting equipment such as new boil- 
ers, compressors for cooling sys- 
|tems, new stage equipment, seats, 
booth machinery and other items 
that have to be replaced from time 
/to time. It is taking as much as si 
|months to get some orders filled. 
| Considerable aluminum is used in 
‘theatres for lobby frames and other 
purposes. This is virtually impos- 
| sible to get now. Chromium is also 
a staple article of the more modern 
| theatres. 





} 
| THIEVES SET FIRE? 
| Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 

Fire destroyed the King theatre, 
| Gloucester, N. J., last week. 

Adolph Newmeyer, manager, told 
{police he believed the fire was 
started by thieves broke into 
itwo vending machines and stole $10 


who 
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Spectacular Stage Productions 














IRD WEEK 
Charles Boyer | In Person— 


XAVIER 


Olivia 
de Havilland 
Paulette 
Goddard in 
“HOLD BACK 


CUGAT 
and Band 


THE DAWN” Jay & Lou 


FANTA: 


SKILER 


nt Picture 








edd BROADWAY 2 


a S 





BWAY & 


‘PALAC 47th St. 


BETTE DAVIS 
“THE LITTLE FOXES” 


Vius ‘MOONLIGHT IN HAWAII 











OPENS FRIDAY, OCT. 17 


GARY COOPER as 
“SERGEANT YORK” 


A New Warner Bros. Hit 
IN PERSON 
AND 


PHIL SPITALNY oken. 
STRAND B’way & 47 St. 











3rd Week! 
To Be Specific— 
it's Terrifie 


a 
GABLE 


Stet Stree 


Lana 
TURNER 


Broedwa: 


“HONKY TONK” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





Starts Thur. Oct. 16 
Ist N.Y. Showing 
“TEXAS” 
William Holden 
Robt. Taylor : 
Gree- Garson Claire Trevor 
‘WHEN In Person 
LADIES MEET’ RITZ BROS. 


Plus Big Ruth Terry 
Stage Show Others 


Last Times Wed. 
Joan Crawford 











—$<—$ —2 


Be 
RANK LLOYD'S 
THIS. WOMAN IS MINE” 


Franchot Tone @ Walter Brennan 
Cerol Bruce 


UNITED RIVOLI Ses 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 
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Arbitration Rules Laurence Hammond 


Unfairly Fired From N.AM.-NBC | 





Show Which He Originated 


—— 


Under a decision handed down 
Jast week by the American Arbitra- 
tion Assn., Laurence Hammond, or- 
iginator of the ‘Defense for America’ 
program, is re-instated as producer 
and must be paid in full by the Na- 
tional Assn. of Manufacturers for 
the entire time he was off the show. 
Arbiters instructed the trade asso- 
ciation to pay Hammond a total of 
$4,875 up to and including Sept. 27 
and $325 a week, plus living and in- 
cidental expenses, thereafter as long 
as the program remains on the air. 
Show is heard on NBC-Red (WEAF) 
Saturday nights, but is due to go 
off with the Oct. 25 stanza. 

In its award, the AAA ruled that 
Hammond's deal with the NAM ‘is 
a velid and existing contract which 
has been and still is in full force and 
effect.’ It further ordered that 
‘Hammond’s services are retained 
for such period as the program is 
broadcast’ and observed that ‘Ham- 
mond did not breach or renounce 
the contract or fail to perform his 
obligation thereunder, but held him- 
self available and willing to nego- 
tiate. Besides reinstating Ham- 
mond as producer and awarding him 
payment at the rate of $325 for the 
weeks he was off the show, the arbi- 
ters instructed the association and 
Hammond ‘to make such adjustments 
with respect to further production 
and broadcasting as may be just and 
mutually agreed upon.” NAM was 
given property rights to the pro- 
gram formula. 

Although the dispute had various 
ramifications, it principally involved 
control of the program, which Ham- 
mond conceived and originated and 
which was broadcast by the NAM 
in cooperation with NBC. Ham- 
mond at first wrote, produced and 
directed the show, as well as acted 
as m.c. Series drew favorable com- 
ment and a number of more or less 
Similar defense programs followed 
on NBC and other networks. 

Original contract called for the 

(Continued on page 33) 


HEBREW CHRISTIAN 
HOUR ON TEXAS WEB 


San Antonio, Oct. 14. 

The Hebrew Evangelization Soci- 
ety of Los Angeles is presenting a 
weekly half-hour transcribed pre- 
sentation titled ‘The Hebrew Chris- 
tian Hour’ through the Lone Star 
Chain. Dr. A. U. Michelson is com- 
mentator of the series which origi- 
nates in the studios of KGKO, Fort 
Worth and aired over station KGNC. 
Amarillo; KRIS, Corpus Christi: 
KXYZ, Houston; KRGV, Weslaco 
end KTSA, here. 

Series will be aired for 52 weeks 
and was placed through the Tom 
Westwood Advertising Agency. 


DROP COLONIAL QUIZ 


Lorillard Not Renewing Soldier 
Show in November 

Lorillard is not renewing for the 
*Soldier’s Quiz’ on the Colonial Net- 
work out of Boston when the pres- 
¢nt contract expires in November. 
The account will have underwritten 
the program for a year. 

The quiz is tied up with Beechnut 
cigarettes, and Lennen & Mitchell 
is the agency on the account. 














Slightly Blitzed 





Dennis James, announcer for 
WNEW, N. Y., recently went to 
Grand Central Palace to intro- 
duce Governor Lehman speak- 
ing from the national defense 
exhibition. Before the broadcast, 
announcer James leaned over to 
watch a stereoptican miniature 
display of London under attack, 
not knowing that it was tricked 
up to give the looker a harm- 
less but realistic dose of 
‘gassing.’ 

The announcer came up chok- 
ing and coughing just before he 
had to go on the air. 














Esther Ralston Replaces 
Selena Royle in Serial; 
Other N. Y. Cast Shifts 


Number of important cast changes 
in network serials followed the 
withdrawal this week of Selena 
Royle from the title part on ‘Woman 
of Courage’ on CBS. Esther Ral- 
ston took over the ‘Courage’ lead. 
Miss Royle has not yet beer cast in 
any other show. 


Meanwhile, deal for Miss Royle to 
replace Jessie Royce Landis in the 
part of the mother on ‘Help Mate,’ 
on NBC-Red, fell through. How- 
ever, Miss Landis has to go out of 
town soon with a legit show tryout 
for the Theatre Guild, so she with- 
drew from ‘Help Mate’ and the part 
went to Irene Hubbard. 


Florence Freeman, title actress on 
‘Young Widder Brown,’ on NBC- 
Red, was offered the ‘Woman of 
Courage’ part by the Ted Bates 
agency, but Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert gave her two additional parts, 
in ‘Orphans of Divorce’ and ‘David 
Harum,’ as inducement not to ac- 
cept. 

There was some uncertainty last 
week as to Miss Royle’s status on 
‘Woman of Courage. After asking 
for her release from her exclusive 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet contract, she 
apparently had some doubt about 
her deals for parts on ‘Help Mate’ 
and another show, for she asked 
the Ted Bates agency to permit her 
to withdraw her bid for release 
from the C-P-P contract. However, 
the agency had already arranged for 
Miss Ralston to replace her, so the 
original release request was granted. 
Benton & Bowles agency denied 
yesterday (Tuesday) that Miss Royle 
is being considered for the lead on 
‘Kate Hopkins,’ asserting that Mar- 
garet McDonald will continue in the 
part. Added, however, that Miss 
Royle may be cast in some other 
show. 








Utah Man Purchases 
KITE in Kansas City 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 14. 

KITE, Kansas City, was this week 
purchased by Abe Glassman, man- 
ager and owner of KLO (Mutual), 
Ogden, and the Ogden Standard- 
Examiner. Sale, of course, is sub- 
ject to FCC approval. 

Paul Heitmeyer, until now man- 
ager of KLO, will take over at 
KITE. 





P.&G.'s 1942 Radio Budget Around 
$10,500,000, or $300,000 Under 1940 





Procter & Gamble will spend about 
$10,500,000 in radio during 1942, ac- 
eording to advance budget estimates. 
Amount will be about the same as 
that being spent during 1941 and 
@round $300,000 less than laid out 
in 1940. Because of the highly com- 
owe nature of the soap market, 

. & G. doesn’t reveal the probable 
break-down of its budget, either as 
to products or programs. However, 
in the latter category the setup is 
figured likely to undergo no drastic 
changes. 

‘Knickerbocker Playhouse,’ which 





the company has just brought back 
on NBC-Red Saturday nights, after 
a summer layoff, has already been 
slated to continue through the sea- 
son, instead of being retained for 
only a 13-week run, as previously 
planned. It’s handled by the Kastor 
agency and plugs Drene shampoo. It 
originates in Chicago. 

‘The Bartons,’ which P. & G. starts 
sponsoring Nov. 3, moves on that 
date from NBC-Blue to the Red and 
will plug Duz. It’s to be ‘handled 
by the Compton agency and will con- 
tinue to air -from' Chicago, 


| WINTER ON THE WAY 


| DuPont’s Anti-Freeze a Spot An- 
nouncement Possibility 








First of the anti-freeze brands to 
be heard from as a spot campaign 
possibility for the coming winter is 
Five Star, a DuPont product. 

B. B. D. & O. is the agency. 


Nashville, Frisco, Chi 
Contribute Late Night 
Shows to Red Policy 


Since it has dropped all dance 
band remotes from its late-evening 
schedule, NBC-Red now has an ex- 
tensive lineup of studio-produced 
sustainers on the slate after 10:30 
p.m. Most of them are from the 
studios of the network’s out-of-town 
affiliates. It’s conceded that the 
quality of many of these programs 
isn't yet up to network standards, 
but it’s figured there will be a steady 
improvement. In the meantime, the 
new setup is regarded as a chance 
to build shows for possible sponsor- 
ship and maybe even develop the 
late evening hours for commercial 
purposes, 

Current schedule on the Red con- 
tains 36 studio-produced stanzas in 
the periods after 10:30 p.m., includ- 
ing 24 different series. 
follows: 





New York 

‘Joe and Mabel.’ 

The Vass Family. 

‘Studio X.’ 

Cesar Searchinger (six weekly). 

Chicago 

‘Author’s Playhouse.’ 

‘Stories by Olmsted’ (three week- 
ly). 

‘Hot Copy.’ 

String Ensemble (twice weekly). 

Nashville 

Francis Craig’s ‘Serenade’ 

weekly). 

‘Music in the Moonlight.’ 

‘River Boat Revels.’ 

San Francisco 

‘Beautiful Music.’ 

‘Etchings in Brass.’ 

‘Chuck Wagon Days.’ 

‘From San Francisco Tonight.’ 

Omaha 

Freddie Ebener (four weekly). 

Oklahoma City 
‘Southern Rivers.’ 
Hartford 
‘Music for Everyone.’ 
Cincinnati 
‘Moon River.’ 
Sunday night symphony. 
Pittsburgh 
‘Treasure Trails of Songs.’ 
‘Reflections in Rhythm.’ 
Buffalo 
Bob Armstrong orchestra. 
Philadelphia 

Rhythmaires, 

Substitution of studio shows for 
dance remotes resulted originally 
from the dictum of James C. Petrillo, 
American Federation of Musicians 
president, barring all such broad- 
casts because of a local musicians’ 
strike against an NBC-Red affiliate 
station. Network officials thereupon 
decided to do without dance band 
remotes indefinitely. 

During the last week or so, since 
the NBC-Blue’s dance remotes were 
also pulled off by Petrillo, the two 
nets (Red-Blue) have been tied to- 
gether after 11 p.m., carrying the 
same fare. 


NBC Pub. Adds McKay; 


Decision Due on New Mer. 


John McKay, from WFIL, Phila- 
delphia, is a newcomer to the pub- 
licity department at NBC in New 
York. His exact assignment has not 
been determined by Frank Mullen, 
NBC general manager. 

Meantime, a successor to Bill Kost- 
|ka, who resigned some weeks ago 
as manager of the press department, 
is to be finally picked this week by 
Mullen. Long list of candidates has 
been sifted down to a couple of 
names. 

At CBS the press department will 
be unchanged. Lou Ruppel’s deal to 
be part of Marshall Fieid’s new Trib- 
busting Chicago morning daily has 
gone cold and Ruppel stays in radio. 


WDRC Hires Clergyman 


Hartford, Oct. 14. 

WDRC has hired a public service 
counsellor to advise on community 
good will matters. He is Rev. 
Charles Graves, former minister of 
Unitarian Meeting House in - Hart- 
ford. 

First chore was introducing Wil- 
liam L. Shirer, whom WDRC pre- 
sented last week (9) at Bushnell 
Memorial Hall. 


(twice 

















They are as |* 


‘Origination’ Right Protected 





relaying Mutual's broadcast of the 


rebroadcasting its programs. 


restaurant and cafe clients without permission of the network. 
after the court had ruled in Mutual’s favor that Muzak entered into 
a consent decree to abide by certain conditions set forth by the net- 
work if Muzak wanted to continue with the relay. 
time that a court had passed an unequivocable opinion upholding the 
originating station's right to prevent a commercial enterprise from 





Justice Ernest L. Hammer, of the N. Y. supreme court, has issued a 
temporary injunction restraining Muzak, the wired radio service, from 


World Series games to the former’s 
It was 


It was the first 


Justice Hammer, in his decision, stated that it was clear that the 
right of Mutual, which held the exclusive broadcast rights to the game, 
had been invaded by the defendant. 








Growing Demand for Free Defense’ 


Appearances Becomes AFRA Issue; 
May Take in CBS Productioneers 


mane 





Ed East and Polly Sign 
With WJZ to Oct. ’42; 
Hire Saturday Substitute 


Ed East and Polly have a new 
contract with NBC for the continu- 
ance of their ‘Breakfast in Bedlam’ 
participation series on WJZ, New 
York, until October, 1942. This is 
separate from their other morning 
show for White Rose Tea. 


A financial readjustment was 
worked out between the act and 
NBC by John Babb. It clarifies mat- 
ters that were in dispute. Looked 
for a time a week ago as if the turn 
might walk. Pair will work five 
mornings and agree to pay for a 
substitute announcer, Doug Brown- 
ing, on Saturdays. 


CHURCH QUARTETS VIE 
ON WLAC COMMERCIAL 


Nashville, Oct. 14. 











minutes per week Over WLAC, for 
contests between church quartets. 
Audiences select winner. 

A winning church gets $150 first 
prize every nine weeks. 


Alaska Gets U.S. Biz 


Juneau, Alaska, Oct. 14. 

Business is booming on KINY, 
with a healthy list of new biz 
booked by the station. Daily studio 
programs are scheduled for Libby, 
McNeill & Libby, weekly ones for 
Chase & Sanborn, Kraft Cheese and 
Alaska Life Magazine. The Alaska 
Steamship Co. is using a daily news 
period and the Coca Cola daily musi- 
cal show from Mutual will be car- 
ried, 

Daily announcement 
have been 
Telegraph, 





programs 
set for Bulova, Postal 
Southern Pacific RR., 
Western Cartridge Co, R. J. 
Reynolds, Wm. H. Wise, Gardner 
Nusery Co., Coleman Lamp and 
Stove Co., Milwaukee RR., and 
Borden’s. 





Hunt of KOIN at Mayo 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 14. 
C. Roy Hunt, v-p of KOIN, is at 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn. 
To undergo an operation. 











Colonial Coffee purchased two 15! 


9 


Question of gratis or below-nor- 
mal-fee appearances by its members 
on ‘defense’ programs is being 
studied by the American Federation 
of Radio Artists. Special commit. 
tees appointed by the national board, 
including Anne Seymour, Alan Reed 
and Phil Duey, with William P., 
Adams ex-officio member, is con- 
sidering the matter, which was raised 
at the union’s recent annual con- 
vention in Detroit. 


Such free or _less-than-usual- 
scale appearances were not ques- 
tioned by AFRA when defense pro- 
grams were first presented, but with 
the spread of various Government 
shows to all networks, the matter 
has assumed serious proportions, 
National board members explain that 
the radio artists are glad to con- 
tribute their services to a patriotic 
cause, but that with other people 
involved receiving pay for the shows, 
it leaves the AFRA members holding 
the bag. It’s pointed out that on 
programs like the Texas-Treasury 
Hour or the current Bendix Treas- 
ury show the network sells the time 
for the usual price and the agency 
collects its regular 15%. All station 

(Continued on page 32) 


NOW IT’S ‘BOMBSHELL’ 
QUESTION FOR JACKPOT 


Seattle, Oct. 14. 
New weekly quiz show over KIRO 
for Ben Tipp, Jeweler, has its first 
bow tonight on the stage of the 
Palomar. Titled ‘Defense Divi- 
dends,’ quiz was originated by Bill 





Sandiford of MacWilkins & Cole 
agency, and payoff is in defense 
stamps and bonds. 

In addition to regular tripper-up, 
pers there will be one ‘bombshel?’ 


question each night carrying a $25 
bond as a prize. 





TRANSAMERICA’S SALES 


‘Pirates’ and ‘Winslow’ Peddied to 
New Sponsors 





Transamerica has obtained new 
sponsors for ‘Terry and the Pirates’ 
and ‘Don Winslow’ and obtained a 


enewal for 
Quaker Oats. 
transcriptions. 
‘Terry’ has gone with Libby, Me- 
Neill & Libby on a five-times-a-week 
basis with placements starting on 
midwest stations, while General 


‘Orphan 
All 


Annie’ from 


deals involve 





Foods is the contractee on ‘Winslow.’ 





N. H., Hartford, Bridgeport Charters 
Asked of AFRA by Local Talent 





Requests for local charters have 
been received by the American Fec- 
eration of Radio Artists from actor- 
announcer-singer groups in New 
Haven, Hartford and _ Bridgeport, 
Conn., as well as Rochester, N. Y. 
Hy Faine, the union’s organizer, will 
attend to the matter from his new 
headquarters in Boston. Another 
charter application from Duluth, 
Minn., will be handled by AFRA’s 
Chicago office. 

Contracts with WKY and WCLE, 
Cleveland; KLRD, Dallas, and 








WOOD-WASH, Grand Rapids, have 


been approved by the union’s nae 
tional board, 





Weather Man on WFIL 


Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 

George S. Bliss, who resigned re- 
cently as chief meteorologist of the 
Philadelphia Weather Bureau after 
34 years, this week began a series of 
five-minute broadcasts on weather 
over WFIL. 

The show is bankrolled by the Ex- 
ide Battery Co. 
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~ Radio—The Great Bias Rectifier 


—- 


A Closeup on $250,000 Worth of Spigots to Offset | 


Bigots—Or a Visit to WHN’s New Transmitter 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


Take a lot of cement, put in some 
porous wallpaper, move in a lot of 
cages full of gadgets, screw some 
fancy tubular lights to the ceiling, a 
few clocks to the walls, install a 
couch, a stove and a powder room 
for the night shift and what you've 
got—superficially—is a roadside hut 


ready for radio engineers. That is, 
it's ready if it’s been striped, 
bonded, circled, criss- crossed and 


scalloped in copper (if you can get 


any copper) and if outside in the 
backyard there are two enormous 
structural steel towers, and if 


underground there are more con- 
duits, oscillators, blowers, feeders, 
wires, heater-uppers and cooler- 
offers than space in memory for the 
names thereof. 

This is just a preliminary im- 
pression of a visit to the new 50,000- 
watt transmitter plaft of WHN, New 
York, out in the flat, mushy, salty 
meadows off the Hackensack River 
in East Rutherford, N. J. Visits to 
the juice-works are, like getting 
back to first principles, good for the 
perspective. Not that there’s any- 
thing new or particularly novel 
about going on an inspection trip to 
a new transmitter, except that in this 
ease, if never before, everybody was 
sober. 

Slightly Blurred 

Of course when a pasty-faced, non- | 
athletic gent from a trade paper | 
squattingly goes on a conducted lec- 
ture tour in a cellar with a five-foot | 


roof, when he peers blankly at more | 


coils than Ditmar’s got in the Bronx 
Yoo, and sees and hears radio ex- 
perts at their incredible labors, the 
resultant blurr may not be without 
its resemblance to alcoholic be- 
fuddlement. 

A 50 kw. job is especially some- 
thing. WHN has an auxiliary 5,000- 
watter and, if that should fail, even 
a third 1,000-watter. The business 
compartments where all this cosmic } 
energy floats about has more auto- 
matic bolts and and stay-out- 
this-means-you gadgets than a safety 
deposit vault. As explanations pro- 
eeed, the $250,000 becomes a lot clear- 
er. A new speech input is definitely 
something you can’t afford in your 
kitchenette A ground pattern is 
not something McCall’s will mail you 


locks 


for a stamped addressed envelope. 
‘That was $250,000 you said, wasn’t 
it?’ 
‘More or less,” confirmed Herb 
etty, the managing director of 
HN, and the conductor of the tour. 
(Loew’s Inc. and its film branch, 
Metro-Goldw yn-Maye r, have 
ear-marked twice that sum tn 
all. Petty has gotten licenses for 


if-and-when F-M stations in Chi- 


@ago and Hollywood.  If-and- 
when priorities permit.) 
1941 Perfection 
Just now the East Rutherford 
plant is being rushed for a late Oc- 
tober opening. The men from West- 


ern Electric 


back for a 


have fallen 


forward pass to the tune-up brigade | 


‘from Jansky & Bailey. The empty 
boxes are disappearing, the Hack- 
ensack tides are receding. It all 
works very smoothly, very scientific, 
reminding the pasty-faced visitor of 
Eddie Rickenbacker’s recent remark 
that if radio had been as fully per- 
fected and organized in 1926. as it is 
in 1941 the dictators would not have 
swollen so large. 

“Would you say,’ 
pressed, ‘that all 
poison on bigots?’ 

‘Come again, ‘says the engineer, 
‘but not in them words.’ 

‘In other words, all this fancy ap- 
paratus, these months of planning 
and installation and tuning up create 


an engineer was 
these spigots are 


a great social force against anti- 
democrats?’ 
‘Let’s keep Lindbergh out of this,’ 


Says the engineer, giving the inter- 
| Viewer a strange look. 





Just then somebody opened a big | 


cage. 

‘What’s that?’ asked pasty-face. 

‘That’s the bias rectifier.’ 

‘Bias rectifier? There. What was 
I saying? That's perfect. Every 
jradio station in the country should 
be called a bias rectifier. This idea 
is colossai.’ 

‘But it don’t mean a thing if it ain’t 
that directional swing,’ cracked 
man of 


‘Abbott & Costello 
On Lux 1-Timer Get 
$95, 000, a | New High 


got 


is 


| the science. 





| radio salary for themselves Monday 
inight (13), when they received $5,000 | 
|for their guest shot on the Lux pro- 
}gram. Plus this coin, Lux is re- 
| ported to have paid Universal Pic- 
i tures $1,500 for the right to use ex- 
|cerpts from ‘Buck Privates.’ 

wz & C., now confronted with pay- 
| ing 
ernment, last week turned 
offer of $15,000 for 
Golden Gate, Frisco. 


down an 


CESSNA AIRCRAFT 
WORKERS BROADCAST 


Oct. 14, 
booming 
ted a radio 
am on KFBI Sun- 
day (12). Talent is cuffo from plant. 
“Fulton Lewis, Mutual commen 
| tor, will be on from 
Oct. 27 as one in series of national 
defense programs arranged by Na- 
tional Assn. of Manufacturers. 
Lewis will address 
Dinner Club here Oct. 28 
ry near of Town Talks 
(Juni League) Oct. 27. 





Wi 
Aircraft 


ense orde! Ss, 


*hita, Kas., 
here 
Stal 


radio station 


Men’s 
and 
Club 


also 





Needlework. High schoal Douwees And 


Texas Perfume Placed From Seattle 


Seattle, Oct. 14. 
Northwest Radio Advertising Co. 
is placing five and 15 minute pro- 
— for Frederick Herrschner Co., 
‘hicago, needlework, yarns, etc. in 
an experimental campaign begin- 
ning Oct. 25 
be used. 
Agency is also placing fall cam- 
Paign for Blue Ribbon Books, con- 
taining condensed high school train- 
ing courses, on a limited number of 
Stations, with 18 set so far. 
Christmas campaign for Com- 
Pagnie Parisienne, Inc., San Antonio 
perfumer, handled by the agency 
will start Nov. 3 and run to Dec. 13, 
using more than 100 stations. 


About 50 stations will | 





+ 

| ’ . 

Troy Brewery’s Radio Uses 

Troy, N. ¥,.,- Oct. 16 

A series of one-minute transcrip- 

tions, with music and chatter, are 

being turntabled over WTRY, Troy, 

and WABY, Albany, for Stanton 

Brewing Co. of Troy. Leighton & 


WKNY, Kingston. 


’ 





Salt Lake City—KUTA has Mike 
Cassidy, formerly of KCRC, Enid, 
Okla., on sales staff. 





Abbott and Costello set a new saa 


} 
j 
| 
huge income surtaxes to the Gov-| 
one week at the 


| 


| 


iment of 


la- | 
Cessna plant | 


| Nelson is the agency. 

Brewery has also been sponsoring | 
Dick McCabe in a _ quarter-hour 
sportscast six nights a week on 





STRONG APPEAL 
TD AFFILIATES 


New Major Markets Group 
Meets in Chicago — NBC 
and CBS Obtain Invita- 








ASCAP Settlement 





UNITED FRONT ISSUE 





Chicago, Oct. 14. 
| As top NBC and CBS officials ar- 
rived here today (Tuesday) for a 
series of meetings with affiliated 
stations, the impression projected 
was that Chicago will prove either 
the final battlefield on the ASCAP 
issue or the place where the net- 
works’ hope of a quick peace with 
| ASCAP is to be severely blighted. 
|Network spokesmen expressed con- 
fidence of persuading the gathered 
affiliates into und€rwriting the 
| ASCAP deal, while the leaders of a 
rump band of network affiliates call- 
ing itself the Major Markets Group 
| were holding tightly to the argument 
that if the webs wanted ASCAP 
music it was up to them to foot the 
| entire cost. 
Thoug’: the Major Markets Group 
was the first to call for a Chicago 
conclave NBC took the occasion to 
assemble its Red and Blue Networks 
affiliates for a meeting on the 
ASCAP. matter as well as problems 
pertaining to superpower and the 
anti-monopoly orders issued over the 
past weekend by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. The ses- 
sion of the two NBC links will take 
place tomorrow (Wednesday ). 

The committ®e which is running 

(Continued on page $1) 


Bomb Scare 
A Fake But 
Gets Action 











tions to Argue for Quick) 


+> 


Before-and-After Band Clearance 
Asked of Affiliates by Mutual 
In Deference to Coca-Cola 





SINGS WITH HER DAD 


|Rosemary McDonald on Wilkens 
Program Over WDAS 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. 

Rosemary McDonald, vocalist, has 
joined her father, Brian McDonald, 
m.c., on the Wilken’s (jewelry) 
amateur hour over WJAS. 

It’s her debut as a pro, taking the 
place of ‘Tiny’ Ellen Sutton who has 
gone with the Gene Autry (Wrig- 
ley’s) show. 


DEMAND KQV 
HIRE A BAND 


— 








Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. 

As a result of charges filed against 
WJAS, local Columbia outlet, by 
Clare Meeder, president of Local 60, 
AFM last week banned all remote 
dance band pick-ups on CBS and 
NBC’s Blue web. Latter was 
designed as move to force KQV here 
to hire a staff band, that station 
having recently fallen heir to the 
Blue here in a shake-up which saw 


latter going Mutual exclusively. 
Both WJAS and KQV are con- 
trolled by H. J. Brennen and are 
housed in the same building. Ac- 
cording to Brennen, Meeder had not 
formally asked for the installation 
of a staff orchestra at KQV and he 
further maintained that Benny Bur- 
ton’s band at WJAS had already ful- 
filled its union contract requirements 
by playing 44 weeks. 
ed Burton had only played 29 weeks. 
Starting time of the contract was the 





‘Bomb scare’ in the NBC quarters 
in the RCA Bldg., Radio City, N. Y., 
last Wednesday (8) was actually only 
a demonstration by the company’s 
guest relations (pageboys) depart- 
how it could handle an 
‘emergency.’ Without advance warn- 
ing to any other departments, NBC 
pages started Wednesday morning to 


refuse admittance to the studios to 
anyone without an NBC employee | 
card or pass. 


There was quickly a furor in the 


KQV has never had a staff band 
beceuse until now it’s had the status 
of a small-time indie. 


NBC and CBS officials sought over 


| the weekend to nudge Brennan into 


him up to late 5 aoa (Tuesday ). 


Ralph Edwards’ ‘Truth 
quences’ radio show 
ithe stage of Stanley 
burgh, week of Oct. 24. 


or Conse-| 


theatre, Pitts- | 


“<: Why Webs Won't Cut Of Affiliates 


first-floor lobby, with NBC em-| 
ployees who had forgotten their | 
cards, agency men, writers, directors, | 
act< singers and announcers, | 
storming around the place and de- 
manding admittance. When word 
of the situation reached ee exec = 
tives instructions were imme 

given to call off the ‘existe, 

But as a result of the inci cont, 

NBC shocked to realize for 

first time the network’s 
nerabili to poss ib] sabotage It 
was subsequen 15 de ‘cided that it was 
a smart precaution to bar all un-| 
authorized visitors to the fifth floor, 
where the ‘control rooms are located. | 


Pinkerton private detectives are now 

stationed there to bar anyone with- | 
out a special pass issued by the com- | 
pany’s personnel department. Passes | 
'are good until Nov. 1, after which 

|}some permanent arrangement will | 
| be made. | 


Turkey Blurbs Coming Up | 


Chicago, 

Ivan Hill agency here has the 

Folly Turkey Farm account. Turkey 

products of various kinds are set for 

| plugging through announcements in 
key-markets. 

Starts shortly after the first of the 

rear. 


Oct. 14. 


+ 


KDKA getting Re? from WCAE and, 


Meeder claim- | 


point in dispute, inasmuch as Bur- 
ton has said he’s drawn pay for full | 
time but that he didn’t know | 
whether that was beyond or within | 
contract period agreed upon by | 
Brennen and Meeder. 


| 


‘the New 


| 


} 


| 


compromising the demands of the} 
| union but the station operator re- 
| mained adamant. James C. Petrillo, | 
AFM prez, had last Friday (10) 
threatened to call out web studio 
bands in key cities if the contro- 
versy were not settled soon. No 
course of action had been set by | 


broadcasts from | 


| Mutual 


Mutual last week instructed its af- 
filiate stations carrying the Coca- 
Cola series starting Nov. 3 that no 
dance bands should be scheduled in 
the 30-minute periods either imme- 
diately before or after the Coca-Cola 
programs. Network cited a clause in 
its contract with Coca-Cola stipulat- 
ing that ban. Notice was sent to 
the stations by Adolph Opfinger, 
Mutual program service manager. 

Although the network tacitly con- 
ceded in the communication that it 
cannot enforce the dictum on the 
local outlets, Opfinger wrote, ‘We 
would appreciate stations included 
in the Coca-Cola contract co-oper- 
ating in this same matter in their 
local scheduling.’ Under the speci- 
fications, no dance bands would be 
scheduled in the 9:45-10:15 p.m. pe- 
riods Mondays - through - Saturdays, 
the 10:30-11 p.m. periods Mondays- 
through-Fridays, or the 10:45-11 p.m. 
pericds Saturdays. 

Actual contract clause referring to 
the matter reads, ‘It is understood 
that no dance band programs will 
be originated by and transmitted to 
the network within 30 minutes prior 
to or following the actual time of 


broadcast of the program. A simi- 
lar request shall be made of each 
station in connection with its indi- 


vidual Seneerane. 


36 Hrs. for Mutual To 
Install Radio Gadgets 
Into Elhott Theatre 


Mutual, which takes over opera- 
tion of the Maxine Elliott theatre, 
N. Y., Nov. 3 for the Coca-Cola pro- 
gram, will have to hustle to get the 
house into shape in time. Jooss 
Ballet, currently playing there, 
closes its engagement with a matinee 
Nov. 2. In the ensuing 36 hours, 
must install about $50,000 
worth of equipment, including con- 
trol booths, wiring, furnishings, etc. 





House will thereafter be called the 
| Mutual theatre, distinct from the 
WOR-Mutual playhouse, formerly 
Amsterdam. 


JOE ALLABOUGH OFF 
WJJD AFTER 11 YRS. 


Chicago, Oct. 14 


Joe Allabough with 
WJJD, leaving as pregram director 
after 11 years. He is being replaced 
| by Riley Jackson, who was mike 
| handler on the ‘Night Watch’ pro- 
| gram on WIND, the other Ralph At- 
lass outlet. 

Allabough taking short vacation, 
and then is understood readying to 
hook Up with an agency. 


is no longer 


| 





In Trouble With Musicians Union 
WIIC Has 3 News Wires |, Persons = the advertising trade 
Seer | to why the netweeks have in eases 


Hartford, Oct. 14. 





Leasing of Associated Press and 
|International News Service gives 
| WTIC three wires. Third is Trans- 
| radio. 

Travelers’ station has hired N. 
| Thom: Eaton, several years New 
| Eng] ond Transradio manager, as 
news editor and Sidney P. Stewart, 
|Eaton’s aide at Transradio, to con- 
tinue as assistant. 

MeENee 
Minneapolis—Bill Curtis has re- 
|signed as WLOL announcer. 


| goes to WKBB, ,.Dubuque, Ia. 


of disputes between affiliated sta- 
tions and the American Federation 


| of Musicians adamantly declined to 
| cut off the associated station from 
| Service rather than give up the call 
| On remote dance bands. 

Network attorneys have held to 
the position, regardless of how hard 
| pressed they have been by the union, 
| that any such act would constitute a 
; secondary boycott and subject their 
; principles (the networks) to dam- 


He | age recovery and perhaps criminal 


action: ’ ’ 


\ 
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ED SKELTON 

With Harriet Hilliard, Ozzie Nelson 
Orchestra, Wonderful Smith, Tru- 
man Bradley 

Revue 

RALEIGH CIGARETTES 

Tuesday, 10:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Seeds) 


Much more costly entertainments 
would have been pleased this season 
to have done relatively as well on 
their inaugural program as did Red 
Skelton in starting from Hollywood 
for Raleigh (Brown & Williamson) 
and good old Russel Seeds, alias 
Freeman Keyes. It was a very en- 
joyable bit of comedy and music 
that, if able to maintain the level, 
should find lots of listeners. 


Especially cut was the parody on 
the song ‘Good-Bye Now,’ in which, 
first, what the departing guests 
really said and, second, what they 
would have liked to have said was 
sung by Ozzie Nelson and Miss 
Hilliard. There is hardly a comedy 
show now using this kind of special 
material in lyrics for the reason it’s 
hard to find light comedy set to 
verse. But it’s showmanly for Skel- 
ton and the auspices to try, what- 
ever the discouragements they may 
encounter. 


Skelton worked with the an- 
nouncer, Truman Bradley, with Miss 
Hilliard and with Wonderful Smith, 
promising colored boy of local repute 
around Los Angeles through appear- 
ances in a stage revue and on the air. 
Danceman Ozzie Nelson also has 
some lines. The main comedy rou- 
tine was a series of skits joshing the 
various kinds of policeman, tough, 
dumb, sympathetic, etc. The mate- 
rial was steadily amusing, though not 
perhaps in the guffaw vein. Plus the 
amiable tunes from Ozzie Nelson 
and the style-singing of Miss Hil- 
liard, the whole thing was easy to 
like. 

The radio trade will not fail to note 
that Skelton comes after Bob Hope 
and after Fibber McGee and Molly. 
Probably the Seeds agency figured it 
cute to pick up that Hope audience, 
hut it’s not necessarily going to be as 
peachy as it seems, Hope and Skel- 
ton work rather similarly. Both are. 
light comedians devoted to ridiculing 
themselves. Knowing that Skelton is 
following him and that comparisons 
are inevitable, Hope will be more 
than usually alert. No coasting now 
and then. All this means a terrific 
burden, in turn, on the material of 
Skelton, with Fibber and Hope hav- 
ing first crack at the cracks. The 

ineup of three socko comedians one 
after another violates the basic 
showmanship of vaudeville routining. 
Not that anybody in radio ever seems 
to bother much about such matters. 

Commercials go straight to the 
Raleigh point—the coupons on the 
back of the pack are a bonus to 
smokers. ‘ Land. 





‘STORIES AMERICA LOVES’ 

"The Virginian,” with Ben Smith, 
Nancy Douglass, Sandy Strouse, 
Arthur Vinton, Richard Gordon, 
Dwight Weist, Jesse Crawford 

15 Mins. 

GENERAL MILLS 

Daily, 9:45 a.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Knox Reeves) 

If this new General Mills strip for 
wheaties isn’t an _ imitation of 
Wheatena’s ‘Playhouse’ series, then 
it’s coincidence that is the sincerest 
form of flattery. The Wheatena 
show, recently started on its second 
season, consists of dramatizations of 
successful novels, plays and films, 


while this ‘Stories America Loves’ 
program is ballyhooed as offering 


popular yarns of ‘adventure, humor 
and romance,’ 

Like Wheatena, Wheaties is also 
devoting several weeks to each story. 
What’s more, the writing formula is 
somewhat similar, and even the com- 
mercials seem intended to refer by 
contrast to the Wheatena product. 
Wheaties, the blurbs are at pains to 


stress, are made from the ‘whole 
rain’ (is the implication that 
heatena, using the white kernel, 


inferior?) ‘ 

Starting last week, the first story 
Was an adaptation of Owen Wister’s 
tandard western, “The Virginian.’ 
ince comparisons are frankly in- 
vited, it may be observed that ‘The 
Virginian’ was rather undistinguished 
fiction even when it was popular, 
and that it is now sadly dated. Al- 
though Howard Teichman’s adapta- 
tion has vitality, the cast lacks the 
names offered by the Wheatena 
series, 


Not that the performances are in- 
ferior, for they aren’t. There simply 
are no stars to draw an audience. 
Ben Smith is acceptable as-‘The Vir- 
ginian’ (the fact that the character’s 
name is never used is definitely arti- 
ficial via radio) and Nancy Douglass 
is appealing as the schoolmarm. 
though both she and Smith sounded 
a trifle mature for the parts. Sandy 
Strouse was believable as the weak- 
ling, Steve. Arthur Vinton, the var- 
mint, Trampas, was not heard on the 
show caught. 

Piece was capably directed by 
Rikel Kent, with an assist by Wynn 
Orr (latter handles the rebroadcast 
at 11:45 a.m.). Jesse Crawford plays 
the organ cues; Richard Gordon is 
narrator, and Dwight Weist reads the 
commercials. Hobe. 


BURNS AND ALLEN 

With Paul Whiteman Orchestra, Jim- 
my Cash, Bill Goodwin, Senor Irv- 
ing Lee, Dick Ryan, Edith Evan- 
son 

30 Mins. 

SWAN SOAP 

Tuesday, 6 p.m. 

KFI-NBC, Hollywood 

(Young & Rubicam) 

Old enough to be the granddaddy 
of radio is the axiom that an actor 
is no better than his material. One 
can unmake the other and vice versa. 
It goes double in radio, especially 
when a show must rise or fall on 
its comedy content. Here on the 


seasonal takeoff of George Burns 
and Gracie Allen for a new under- 
writer (Lever Bros.) is a breathing 
example of the vagaries of kilo- 
cyclery, the struggle of mind against 
matter. There are few better zanies 
on the air than B. & A., past mas- 
ters in timing and punching side- 
splitters. Given a_ script that 
crackles, they can wrap up any audi- 
ence on the C.A.B:; time. Unfortun- 
ately on their first out they were 
handcuffed and hog-tied by a series 
of misfit circumstances that failed 
to arouse the risibilities. Best evi- 
dence of the lustreless, limp lines 
was the coolness of the studio crowd, 
not once breaking into show-stop- 
ping applause. Some of the gags 
bounced off the eardrums with a dull 
thud. 


“Which may or may not be an ar- 
gument for or against too many 
cooks, etc. Seven writers, seasoned 
at caressing te auricles, cooked up 
the seript. Tangents crossed each 
other, some of the spots were forced 
or ear-dragged, in toto adding up to 
a medley out of which it is hoped 
may come a formula, a steady pat- 
tern. Maybe seven writers are too 
many although Bob Hope has done 
all right with more; or the other 
way around (Fibber and Molly and 
Jack Benny haven't suffered any 
with oniy two each) but that’s a de- 
batable subject for the ics to gag 
themselves out of or .nto. 

In the compounding of ingredients 
were such odd elixirs of the silly 
side as a Mexican heckler (Senor 


ce) 





Lee), a Swedish housekeeper (Edith 
Evanson) and her boy friend, Olaf 
(Dick Ryan), and much too much ado 
labout the new singer, Jimmy Cash, 
|who was discovered by Gracie be- 
|hind a grocery counter. Designedly 
or not, some of the situations bor- 
|dered perilously close to a device 
long used by one Jack Benny, that 
of waiting for someone or other to 
show up for the broadcast. In this 
|ecase it was young Cash’s tardiness, 
held at the store until he sold 20 
pounds of potatoes, and earlier, 
Burns dressing at home and discuss- 
ing their first program. Abe Last- 
fogel, the comedy team’s agent, came 
in for a rib as a peeping tom. 

Pleasant innovation was that of 
using Paul Whiteman as a line reader 
but not as a silly stooge. The ma- 
estro was even handed a few laughs 
of his own. On'the musical side he 
did a bangup job on ‘Three Blind 
Mice,’ neatly orchestrated for his 
crew of 17 and gave first rate aid 
to the vocalizing of Gracie and Cash. 
Latter has a nice set of pipes and 
once over the nervousness of his 
pro debut should rate high among 
the radio singers. 

Granting that openers are not a 
|true barometer and must be dis- 
|counted for this, that and the other, 
| cognizance cannot be lost of the fact 
{that these are not raw recruits nor 
| are the gagmen fresh off the campus. 
| They’re in for a tough season, we 
| know, for right on their heels every 
| Tuesday night are ‘Fibber and Molly,’ 
|Bob Hope and Red Skelton. That’s 
|fast company and it’s going to take 
considerable pickup to tag along. 

Bill Goodwin, late with Bob Hope, 
has been dealt in on the flippancies 
and also calls the shots for the 
cleanser that’s ‘eight ways better.’ 
Fine Italian hand of Al Scalpone is 
evident in the commercials, woven 
as they are into the continuity. He 
also serves as production aide to 
Glenhall Taylor, who for four years 
| piloted ‘Silver Theatre.’ Scripting 
;}battery sounds imposing enough 
with such names as George and 
Willie Burns, Sam Perrin, Harvey 
Helm, Frank Galen, Keith Fowler 
and George Balzer. 

Program airs over 103 NBC red 
stations on a double shift, and 33 
CBS and Mutual sites via transcrip- 
tion on other nights. It’s not a 
happy hookup, what with the pan- 
cake spinning on Thursday nights in 
Chicago opposite Kraft Music Hall 
and Major Bowes. That’s something 
for the C.A.B. lads to huddle around 

Helm. 








Thos. Moore of Montreal 
Joins Mutual Network 


Thomas Moore, Jr., recently with 
the Montreal office of J. Walter 
Thompson, handling new business 
and radio representation; joins Mu- 
tual, effective today (Wednesday) as 
commercial manager. He succeeds 
Mitchell Benson, who resigned to 
become assistant to Wilfred King, 
radio head of the Mathes agency. 

Previous to his association with J. 
Walter Thompson, Moore was with 
Lord & Thomas. 





20 Winks 





Many football coaches have 
tormed the habit of talking 
about their players the same 
way jockeys are referred to in 
race track circles. For radio it 
doesn’t fit and it leaves a bad 


taste. Around the track all jock- 
eys are ‘boys.’ Maybe this also 
has become the attitude in 


coaching circles as regards the 


players. But the term ‘boy’ is 
cold and commercial at any 
time. Coming over the air it's 


colder. So those coaches who 
think thgt way would do just as 
well to keep it among them- 
selves...Remember a couple of 
summers back when Dick Him- 
ber had such a fine chance? 
Well, Alvino Rey now seems to 
be in the same spot...The girl 
with Teddy Powell is evidently 
fascinated with her rendition of 
‘I'm So in Love with You.” If 
she ever hears herself, wager 
that she won’t sing it so often... 
Sports announcers who_ grab 
football coaches for interviews 
are wasting time unless an ef- 
fort is made to get some vinegar 
into the script. The grid mentors 
are notorious for their log-roll- 
ing and it’s awful when they get 
together with a sugar-coated an- 
nouncer...WABC has been test- 
ing its new Long Island Sound 
transmitter after hours in the 
usual way. Sousa hasn’t changed 


any. 
Shudders of the week: The 
little, toneless voices of those 


band vocalists going up against 
the Tschaikowsky Concerto, plus 
the lack of judgment it implies 
all around, 








NEC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


With Dimitri Mitropulos, Samuel 
Chotzinoff 

Symphonic Music 

60 Mins, 


Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. 
WIJZ-NBC, New York 

Opening its fifth annual season, the 
| NBC Symphony which today ranks 
among the great orchestras of the 
world, presented the Haydn Sym- 
phony No. 80 in D Minor and the 
Beethoven Fourth under the direction 
of Dimitri Mitropulos. The Greek 
conductor, permanent leader of the 
Minneapolis orchestra, was in top 
form in the latter half of the broad- 
cast which featured the Beethoven 
work. He started with what was 
virtually a climax in the adagio, or 
opening movement, and worked to a 
crashing finale in the allegro in a 
reading which fairly Smoked the fire 
and brilliance of Beethoven's 
writings. 

The Haydn did not fare quite so 
well, for its was driven a trifle teo 
hard for the light work that it is, and 
the consistent emphasis on the brass 
gave the symphony more power than 
necessary and destroyed the delicate 
lyricism that the symphony possesses. 

With an estimated listening audi- 


ence of 3,100,000 for the former 
broadcasts which were on Saturdays, 
NBC has been wise in selecting 


Mitropulos as the opening conductor, 
since he, if anyone, will retain that 
|audience which was created by the 
| magic name of Toscanini. 

Samuel Chotzinoff, head of the 
NBC Music Department handled the 
brief intermission commentary well, 
describing the creation of the Beetho- 
ven work and the struggles the com- 
poser underwent with the royal 
sponsorship of the early 19th century 
that was so necessary to a composer's 
existence. 


‘MEET AMERICAN COMPOSERS’ 
With Sigmund Spaeth (and records) 
160 Mins.—Local 
Sunday, 2 p. m. 
WQXR, New York 

Having established a local reputa- 
tion and a following with recorded 
| Classics, WQXR, New York, is now 
crusading with Sigmund Spaeth to 
| bring recognition to American com- 
posers. In co-operation with the 
National Assn. of American Compos- 








ers and Conductors, this full-hour 
stanza of native compositions was 
launched Sunday afternoon (12). As 


Spaeth remarked during one of his 
many commentary bits during the 
show, the effort to establish an audi- 
ence ,for American composers will 
ultimately depend on the composi- 
tions themselves. Taking the debut 
program as a sample, that’s likely to 
prove a long and tough, though not 
impussible, struggle. 

Compositions heard on the initial 
edition included Paine’s ‘Oedipus 
‘Tyrannus’ Overture, MacDowell’s 
Second Piano Concerto, Part One, 
plus a group of folk songs from the 
Revolutionary and 1812 War eras, 
and the first movement of Howard 
Hanson’s Second Symphony. The folk 
songs were sung vy John and Lucy 
Allison and the Minute Men chorus, 
while «the Paine, MacDowell anda 
Hanson selections were via record- 
ing. Hanson, scheduled to guest- 
speak on the show, was unable to be 
|present, so talked by a specially 
| made transcription. 

by 





' According to announcement 


‘BIG TOWN’ 

With Edward G. Robinson, 
Munson, Leith Stevens 

Drama 

30 Mins. 

RINSO (LEVER BROS.) 

Wednesday, 8 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

It’s the fifth consecutive season for 

Edward G. Robinson aboard this dia- 

logic bronco and the combination’s 

rambunctiousness and entertainment 


powers seem to be still away off 
from the dimming point. The 
formula that started off Robinson 


and ‘Big Town’ remains intact, and 
it continues to prove that with the 
right actor for the part and with the 
shrewd application of hokum, ‘cru- 
sading’ can be a profitable article of 
commerce in radio. On some, other 
series the same episode 
just sheer melodrania but ‘Big Town’ 
wraps it up in a ‘message’ and the 
result is cleverly veneered as pub- 
lie service. 

Ona Munson, now a _ perennial 
hand of ‘Big Town,’ is back in the 
role of Lorelei Kilbourne, whose 
two-way job it is to lend romantic 
embroidery as well as a sounding 
board to the lance-tilting exploits of 
Robinson's Steve Wilson. From 
Leith Stevens comes some consistent 
sample of good background and 
bridging music and the program’s 
production is as ever sharply carved 
and tastefully flavored. 

Initial script of the 1941-42 season 
might not have been a candidate for 
top-rating in the ‘Big Town’ catalog 
but it amply filled the requirements 
of the formula and it was both en- 
tertaining and exciting. In this in- 
stance the episode took Steve Wilson 
back to a chapter in his life before 
he became the crusading newspaper 
man. The dramatic pother involved 
a pulpmill, water-rights and dried up 
farms, plus a raging forest fire, the 
blowing up of a dam and Wilson's 
redemption from an attitude of anti- 


social selfishness. The redeemed 
Steve Wilson learns much about 
good neighbor!y co-operation. 


Odec. 


‘THE MARCH OF TIME’ 

Current Events Drama 

30 Mins. 

TIME MAGAZINE 

Thursday, 8 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 


Once the pounding, crackling, 
driving pioneer of a new, vital, alive 
kind of radio journalism, ‘The March 
of Time’ program seemed good, but 
routine stuff last Thursday (9). 
That may or may not. have 
any Significance beyond the first 
broadcast and the items that com- 
}posed it. It may signify that time, 
jlower case, has left Time, the pub, 
in need of newer ways if it’s to exer- 
| cise the old leadership in the field of 
current events in re-creation. Or 
|merely that the job has been magni- 
| fied, the public has gotten punchy 
;and listeners are way ahead of the 
editors. 








Of trade historic interest perhaps 
|the most arresting aspect of ‘March 
| of Time’ as revived is that NBC has 
| permitted, in reversal of a policy as 
|Old as itself, the use of phonograph 
| records for voices and effects. This 
| will no doubt prove a very real con- 


} venience to the producers. It will | 
also undoubtedly help when, and if, 
ASCAP music is returned to NBC, 
|because the Society’s catalog is 
loaded with useful symbolism-con- 
| veying copyrighted music that, on 
occasion, ig indispensable to the 


|mood, the implication, the overtone 
lof meaning for which the director is 
striving. 


For the getaway there was an 
added hardship in that the day’s 
headlines (Thursday) from Russia 


may have messed up the sequences 
from that country. There was a 
piquancy that may have escaped 
general notice in the presentation of 
Joe Stalin as a gag-telling, hard- 
laughing, jovial sort of gent kidding 
Harry Hopkins. This was the re- 
| versal of some time-honored propa- 
|ganda over here that has sketched 
|Stalin as only slightly less diabolical 
than old Schicklgruber from Austria 
himself. 

Time 
} man 








was quite openly anti-Ger- 
throughout and the sense of 
;}most. of the choice and editing of 
;ltems was pro-administration and 
|}pro-everybody that’s agin Hitler. 
Which will only disturb those who 
probably are sore at Time already. 

There was an almost conscious 
smacking of Time’s lips over the 
droll antics of the Moscow radio 
Station that breaks in on the same 
wavelength to heckle the Nazi prop- 
aganda speeches, It is a cute trick 
if you can do it, 

An odd human interest omission 
from the program was the child who 
wandered, substantially uninjured, 
on a New Hampshire hillside for 
eight days. Land. 


WQXR, phonograph records of com- 
positions heard on the series will 
soon be available for public. pur- 
chase. In addition, it was stated via 
the air, the program itself will be 
, available for pickup by stations in 
| other localities. On the basis of the 
| Session heard, ‘Meet American Com- 
| posers’ should draw a devoted, if 
| limited, audience. Hobe. 





Ona 


might be 


————y 


‘MEET MISTER MEEK’ 

With Frank Readick, Adelaide Klein, 
Marjorie Davies, Jack Smart, John 
McIntire, Charles Cantor 

Comedy Serial 

30 Mins. 

LIFEBUOY SOAP 

Wednesday, 7:30 p.m, 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(William Esty) 

Back after an eight-weeks’ vaca- 
tion, ‘Meet Mr. Meek’ remains some- 
thing of which neither Lever Bros. 
the Esty agency, CBS or America 
can be proud. It’s still wallowing 
around the lower moronic levels of 
comic strip vacuity. The fact that 
it has gathered an audience that 
makes the show worth maintenance 
comes close to being a national dis- 
grace, 

In the installment of last Wednes- 
day (8) the cliches and stock gags 
were as profuse as ever. There was 
perhaps one authertic pussage of 
mirth and that was a bit ia which 
Charlie Cantor did a waiter cadger- 
ing his tip. The laughs weren’t due 
as much to the line allotted him as 
the business this expert mugger put 
into the scene. Before the advent 
of Cantor the proceedings were 
pretty dreary and the frequent stac- 
cato outbursts of laughter from the 
studio assembly that greeted the ho- 
hum sallies gave the impression that 


a hard-working claque was in at- 
tendance. 
With true insight into the series’ 


type of audience the commercial at 
one point of the program posed a 
scene in which a junior clerk in- 
quired of a co-worker why was it 
he couldn’t get a raise or promotion 
and in turn was blandly informed, 
‘I did hear the boss say something 


about B.O.” It was all carried off 
without anybody stepping out of 
character, Odec. 


* 
‘MICHAEL AND KITTY’ 
With Elizabeth Reller, John Gibson 
Comedy Mystery 
25 Mins. 
SPUR (CANADA DRY) 
Friday, 9:30 p.m. 
WIZ,NBC, New York 

(J. M. Mathes) 

Apparently the spinners of this 
series couldn’t decide whether they 
wanted to build it along the lines of 
‘The Thin Man’ or “The Shadow’ and 
so they compromised, making it a 
goodly portion of both. Only the 
synthetic carbon copy is a decidedly 
pallid one. 

The introductory script (10) sought 
hard to reflect some of that sort of 
flip humor reminiscent of Metro’s 
early editions of “Thin Man’ but the 
effort remained an effort. The pro- 
gram did much better on the horror 
side, offering two gory murders, one 


of which was picturesquely per- 
formed over the air—the victim 
emiting as realistically a gasp as 
could be expected as the knife 
plunged deep. The discovery of the 
first victim profusely stabbed and 
trussed up in a sack evoked the 


customary shriek of horror from the 
detective’s femme companion. (It’s 
to be hoped that the kiddies have 
been tucked away in bed by the time 
this shocker starts crawling out of 
the home loudspeaker. ) 

As for the central figments of this 
series, the amateur detective and his 
gay-mannered spouse, they  gibe 
closely to stock combination. Their 
ubiquitous companion in crime quest 
|and solution is another stock char- 
acter, a dem-and-dose taxidriver with 
| what supposed comedy- 
| relief whine plus a faculty for asking 
| questions that serve to enhance the 
incisive brilliancy of the sleuth him- 
self. John Gibson’s concept of the 
taxi-pilot has much that is in com- 
mon particularly with ‘Herbie’ of the 
whilom ‘Amazing Mr. Smith.’ 

Of suspense and involvement the 
installment offered little, but the line 
reading and production were uni- 
formly expert and intelligent. The 
plug intruded twice, first after the 
five-minute mark with a long ex- 
position on the quantity theme (two 
glasses to be obtained from every 
nickel bottle of Spur, a Canada Dry 
product) and another at the 15- 
minute point, this one suggesting the 
use of the ‘taste-tingling’ beverage 
while listening to football broadcasts 
of a Saturday afternoon. Odec. 





is to be a 


AMERICAN-JEWISH SWING 
With Berry Sisters, Jan Bart, 
Medoff’s Orch. 

30 Mins.—Local 

B. MANISCHEWITZ CoO. 
Sunday, 1:30 p.m. 

WHN, New York 

B. Manischewitz, matzoh manufac- 
turers, offer what the program-title 
implies, thereby narrowing its listen- 
ing field to what is known as a ‘se- 
lective market.’ There’s little in the 
half hour of professional calibre ex- 
cept, perhaps, Jan Bart, Brooklyn 
singer, who delivers tunes straight, 
without benefit of jive. 

Berry Sisters and Sam Medoff’s 
band, who offer the Yiddish melodies 
in swing have little to hold general 
interest. Sisters’ work on ‘Dark 
Eyes’ was the best of the several 
they did. Medoff’s band is thin, with 
what sounds like stock arrangements. 
An interlude titled ‘Autumn On the 
Ave.’ rang in a cast of deliberately 
stressed Jewish accents to mull over 
events of past summer, boy friends 
at camp, ete. 

It’s all pretty hum-drum stuff. 

Wood. 


Sam 
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FOLLOW-UP COMMENT 


Alexander Woolcott; introduced 
over CBS Thursday night (9) by 
Edward Murrow in London, gave an 
amusing account of his crossing of 
the Atlantic in a British battleship 
after its repair in U. S. drydock. 
Corpulent Woollcott stressed that he 
was not one of those Yankees who 
arrive in wartime London with a 
toothbrush and spare socks because 
of Clipper luggage limitations. He 
travelled as a deluxe naval stow- 
away with a full collection of trunks 
loaded with silk stockings, lipsticks 
and a box of candy for Lady Astor. 
His acting as errand boy for the lat- 
ter item at the height of such seri- 
ous times reminded Woollcott of ‘the 
incurable triviality of my life.’ Lead 
Woollcott to human interest material 
and he'll report facts like fiction. 
Like fiction, because there is always 
fiction mingled with his facts. He 
has been freely forgiven through- 
out a life of incurable conviviality. 





Rex Stout, the novelist, has re- 
sumed his Council for Democracy 
series on the NBC Red, Thursdays, 
at 6:30, EST. His first guest was 
Car] Carmer, fellow scribe. They 
ping-ponged some remarks on how 
far democracy should be hospitable 
to anti-democrats. It was quite en- 
grossing, as were many of last sea- 
son’s talks. Chief merit of this kind 
of stuff is that it’s positive and af- 
firmative about democracy, rather 
than forever apologetic. 





Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt led a 
panel discussion on ‘The Women of 
the Americas, an hour of which 
WTRY broadcast from Music Hall, 
Troy, as part of that city’s observ- 
ance of ‘Inter-American Week.’ The 
roundtable, in which leading women 
from Mexico. Brazil, Argentina, 
Chile, Panama and other Central 
and South American countries took 
part, proved excellent on the subject 
of inter-American unity and under- 
standing. how it can be promoted 
and achieved. Broadcast was the 
kind of a public service to which any 
station or network could point with 
pride. 

Deems Taylor, appearing as m.c. 
Saturday night (11) on ‘America 
Preferred’ over Mutual for the 
Treasury Department, read his own 
plug for the sale of defense bonds 
and stamps. Most radio appeals for 
defense bond sales assume that pa- 
triotism is an end in itself. Taylor’s 
spiel assumed that patriotism is 
merely the means to an end, so it 
presented cogent reasons why it 
should be to the listener’s interest to 
buy defense bonds and thus protect 
himself. Having heard commercials 
without number (and at times seem- 
ingly without end) Taylor had long 
had his own ideas about how they 
should be written, but this was his 
first attempt. 

Ruth Gordon guested Sunday night 
(12) as Cameo Clop, demon gumshoe 
heroine of Norman Corwin’s daffy 
whodunit satire, ‘Murder in Studio 
One,’ the 23d program in the ‘26 by 
Corwin’ series on CBS. Actress gave 
a richly comic performance as the 
disgusted sleuth who, dragged away 
from playing the ponies, unraveled 
the ‘insidium’ poisoning o Van 
Crimp, the radio announcer, and 
pinned the bizarre crime on her own 
secretary-aide, Minnie Hammersmith. 
Although occasionally overboard on 
whimsy and at times wavering in 
story line, the piece was in general 
imaginatively conceived and shrewd- 
ly contrived. Use of vocal musical 
bridges and background wasn't read- 
ily understandable, nor was Alexan- 
der Semler’s handling of them clear. 
Minerva Pious was a standout as the 
avenging martyr of Brooklyn, but 
some of the smaller parts were not 
intelligibly read. 


_ TONITE! 
; ae 





Folks, it’s a 
laugh-match 
tune in! 





KENNY BAKER 
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‘SERVICE WITH A SMILE’ 
With Bend@rauer, Gary Moore 
CLARK CANDY 

Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 


(B.B.D. & O.) 


These broadcasts originate from 
army camps. Only professional tal- 
ent are the announcers, Ben Grauer 
and Gary Moore, and possibly the 
organist. The program takes place 
before soldiers. Some of them per- 
form either as amateurs or as pro- 
fessionals in khaki and compete for 
cash prizes. The others come before 
the mike to answer questions, again 
for fees. Double if they answer 
right, double for the civilian who 
sends in question if it’s a stumper; 
$5 is the basic unit of giveaway. 

From Camp Robinson at Little 
Rock the proceedings last week ran 
from mild to slow. It gave the im- 
pression of a big mob of soldiers who 
were entertainment-hungry, but not 
getting very much. The cheap pro- 
duction formula of a smallish net- 
work account (Teaberry gum firm of 
Pittsburgh) may suffice from the ad- 
vertiser’s point of view, but it’s all 
a bit so-whatish, especially coming 
at the tag end of quizzes. 

Gary Moore’s emceeing was okay 
when he stuck to the straightaway 
job, but several of his attempted 
facetious touches were awkward and 


self-conscious. Ben Grauer put 
plenty of twinkle into the commer- 
cials. Land. 





‘HOT COPY’ 


q P y | 
viously the heart interest in the se- | ‘GANGBUSTERS’ 


With Fern Persons, Pat Murphy,/ries and they’re seemingly pretty) Dramas 
Phil Lord, Arthur Kohl, Hugh ardent, yet in the script she invari- | 3@ Mins. 
Rowlands, Lou Krugman, Hope ably called him ‘Mr. Blake,” even! SLOAN’S LINIMENT 
Summers, Carl Kroenke, Rita As-| speaking directly to him when they | Friday, 9 p. m. 


cot, Bess McCammon, Roy Shield! were alone. That was one of a num- 





| WJZ-NBC, New York 


‘ - ber of obvious boners, (Warwick & Legler) 
0 ins. w t aa ‘ i 
Sustaining Anyway, the chapter about the cor-| ‘No representation of the means or 


ruption and assorted skullduggery 
|involved in the cave-in of the 
Boulder Ridge coal mine was pas- 


Saturday, 10:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

One of the NBC-Red’s new late- : ( 
evening shows replacing dance-band | Characters and _ situations broad 


i. | enough for the most obtuse listener 
remotes, “Hot Copy’ is a half-hour) ;, comprehend. And as laymen 


cliff-hanger about a femme wrongly | ciearly prefer newspaper men who) 


described in the script as a ‘syndi-| make the news instead of merely 
cated columnist,’ but apparently aj TePport it, the yarn’s wild improb- 
: d ability may be forgiven as commer- 

star by-line reporter, as she writes cial license. 
not column stuff but covers the big- | 
gest news stories. Since it’s radio,| dics was — effective “for a sus- 
, al ,.|tainer, particularly as to sound ef- 
they re the most sensational NEWS | tects and Roy Shield’s eloquent mu- 
stories imaginable. What’s more, she | sical cues. Fern Persons and Pat 
doesn’t so much cover them as par-| Murphy, permanent leads, were 
ticipate in them and, to a great ex-| plausible as the reporter and assist- 
tent, create them. She’s a headline-| ant district attorney. Some of the 


grabber to put the celebrated Nellie | emotional bits by supporting play-| 
|ers were overdone, but Lou Krug-, 


Bly back in the classifieds. 
Second chapter of the series, heard;man’s gravel-voice mine foreman 
Saturday night (11) was a reason-| was distinctive, Hugh Rowlands was 
ably acceptable brand of unabashed | believable as the newspaper office 
hoke. Apparently following formula,|boy and Phil Lord acceptable as a 
the heroine had to dash off on a/ mine owner. 
spectacular story just as she was 
about to walk out her office door| vision production manager, directed 


Production by NBC’s Chicago stu- | 


Wynn Wright, NBC Central Di-| 


craftsmanship of crime’ is (loosely 
| stated) part of the NBC code on 
| what shall not pass. But in repre- 


| sably tight writing and contained| senting a dirty skunk named Ray- 


|}mond Duval (now in the Indiana 
; pen) the Gangbusters’ script Friday 
|night (10) was pretty detailed and 
vivid in sketching a close-up of that 
| loathsome gunman’s methods. Espe- 
|cially unpleasant was his taping up of 
|}a man and wife he awakened from 
| their night’s repose. Throughout the 
misdeeds of Duval and his pals the 
| covering up of identity, the blotting 
;out of victim’s eyesight were 
| stressed. This may be academic, but 
| this may also be the kind of ‘crafts- 
; manship’ detail that NBC is supposed 
|not to be giving to impressionable 
|minds through the medium of radio 
| to which any dope may tune in. 

On the whole, the story was tightly 
| packed and expertly delivered cops- 
|and-robbers stuff, likely to please a 
\large gathering. ‘This program 
|praises the police’-—This program 
|celebrates the never-ending war on 
| crime.'—‘Crime does not pay except 
| as fiction,’ such slogans as these are 
| strewn through the script like bunt- 


with the assistant district attorney| the piece capably. Jack La Frandre|ing is strewn around the speaker's 





| to attend a football game. He’s ob-| authored the lurid script. Hobe. 


| stand on the Fourth of July. Land. 
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And when we sav “unmatched 


The Station Most People Lis- 
tened to First! Joins the Net- 
work they Listen to Most! 


To Spot Radio Advertisers, 50,000- 
watt Westinghouse Station KDKA 
has become a bigger buy than ever! 
For more dials than ever, throughout 
the booming Tri-State Area, will stay 
tuned to KDKA by day and by night, 
stimulated by the unmatched leader- 


ship of NBC RED programming. 


...we mean just that! For instance: 
NBC RED had the highest average 
daytime audiences . .. the highest 


average nighttime audiences... dur- 





ing every month of 1940. And during Check 
every month of 1941 so far! First in 
top-ranking programs, too, NBC 
RED boasts seven of the top ten net- nearest 
work shows now on the air... more 
than twice as many as all the other 


networks combined! 


Add that kind of programming to 
the power and prestige of KDKA— ' 
which ALONE blankets the expanded 
7l-county Pittsburgh market of to- 
day—and you have a story typical 
of the kind of leadership NBC offers 
to spot and local radio advertisers in 
I] great American markets .. . the 


Golden Zones where money flows — , i 
4 a2 
freely and products sell fast! wmaa 
- WENR 
KGO 
KPO .. 
WRC 
WMAt 
KOA. . 
WTAM 


NBC 


New 


NBO tint, » o* 
Ke ‘ ; Py ‘ 
Flee pdl 


Tops for Spot and Local Radio Advertisers 


——- | 


America’s Oldest Station 


DECLARES A DIVIDEND! 





the list of NBC Key Stae 


tions yourself... then ask to hear 


the whole story. A phone call to your 


NBC Spot Sales Office will 


bring it in a jiffy! 
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» NEW YORK Westinghouse Stotions 

WEW YORK. 4 WA? ©... BOSTON { } 

» CHICAGO = { waza . sprincFiew / j 

- CHICAGO Ky PHILADELPHIA | 
SAN FRANCISCO -EDKA . PITTSBURGH 
a ne: Sees _ FT. WAYNE 


WASHINGTON = wey _ FT WAYNE | 
. WASHINGTON | 
. » DENVER General Electric Statiou 
CLEVELAND WGY .. . SCHENECTADY 


Represented by * 


SPOT « LOCAL SALES 


York - Chitogo « San Francisco’ Boston 


Washington Cleveland - Deaver Hoil}wood 


NATIONAL“ BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A RADIO’ CORPDRA N AMER 2 
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From the Production Centres 


CREE EEFEEEEFESESEEEFPEEEEEFEFESEEEEEEF IFES EEE EOD 
IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tue Rapio Trape 1s Discu:sinc: Fifth floor appearance of Pinkertons 
at Radio City—How the Networks Got Themselves Invited to that Chi- 
cago Meeting—The Probable Increase in Radio newscast audiences due 
to newsdealers striking against all dailies save PM—Harriman’s talk 
from London ‘humanizing’ Joe Stalin. 





a baby in January....She’s the wife of Hal James, a production super- 


today or tomorrow from the Coast, where he’s been overseeing the start 
of the Orson Welles show for Lady Esther. 


George Price, Helen Mack, Ann Thomas and Patsy O'Shea will be in | 


‘Reformatory Girls,’ on Irving Strouse’s ‘Invisible Theatre’ Oct. 26, via 
WINS....Morrell’s dog food bringing back Bob Baker's dog talks to NBC- 
Red (WEAF) for a Sunday afternoon series starting Nov. 30....Patti 
Chapin and Richard Martin began a new musical Series last night (Tues- 
day) via NBC-Red from WTIC, Hartford, Conn.....Same network's ‘Good 
Neighbors’ stanza ends Oct. 16 with a concert before the diplomatic corps 
in Washing‘on, with Albert Spalding and Emma Otero guesting... .‘Studio 
X’ has moved from Sunday nights to Friday nights on the Red. 

Studio instrumental group has replaced Gene and Glenn at 8:30 a.m. 
daily on NBC-Red....Comics now air only iocally out of WTIC, Hartford 
....Eugene Juster, formerly a reader and agency contact man for NBC, 
has shifted to the network’s continuity acceptance. staff....And Harry 
Brooks, of the NBC shortwave monitering staff, has moved to news and 
special eVents....Max Bauman, NBC auditing department, transferred to 
similar duties in Hollywood office....Kenneth Morrison has resigned from 
NBC sound effects. 

WWRL inserting cancellation clause on all contracts of more than 13 
weeks, to cover expected rate increase when station boosts to 5,000 watts 
this fal!}....Same station has started new show, ‘The House Hunter,’ with 
Ruth Lauer... .It’s patterned after WQXR’s ‘Apartments on Parade’ and 
‘Homes on Parade’....Zora Layman, singer on Young & Rubicam’s ‘Happy 
Meetin’ Time’ transcribed series, planed to the Coast last week to be with 
her mother, who is critically ill....Mitchell Grayson produces a new dra- 
matic series, ‘Great Novels,” over WNYC starting Friday (17)....Roy 
Lockwood, former film director and BBC producer-writer, added to NBC 
production staff and will handle musical shows. 

Outbreak of new secretaries at NBC’s Radio City headquarters includes 
Eunice Dickson, Phyliss Evelyn Nygard, Helen Rodabaugh, Elizabeth 
Scott, Camille Taylor....Talent rep John Babb of NBC and singing an- 
nouncer Harvey Harding weekended through the Berkshires. 

Lou Hartman into NBC continuity department....from KOMA, Okla- 
homa City....replaces John Lagen, who is on leave of absence... .Beau- 
mont Laboratories gave 120 one-minute transcribed spiels to WMAQ. 

Town Hall has 113 Blue stations this season. ...publisters Duell, Sloan & 
Pearce stressing radio availabilities of book material, a result of new 
exploiteer, Benn Hall, formerly in radio biz. 

NEC has auditioned a new half-hour light comedy serial entitled ‘Penny’ 
e...show seripted by Leonard Allen and Leonard Spinrad. 

Carlos Franco, head of Young & Rubicam’s network and station rela- 
tions department, has become a copper in Chappaqua, his home village in 
Westchester....It’s an auxiliary police force connected with national 
defense. 

Milton Geiger no longer scripting ‘What’s in a Name?’ for Vick....No 
successor definitely set....James Coy, WNEW announcer, doing his mike 
assignments in a cast that covers him from head to waist....He has sev- 
eral broken bones in his neck and back....Max Ehrlich sold another 
script to Lever Bros. for ‘Big Town’....Charles Schenck has left the NBC 
production staff....Charita Bauer added to ‘Maudie’s Diary’ cast, but 
may continue in the sister part in ‘The Aldrich Family,’ also heard Trurs- 
day nights. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Tue Rapio Trabe 1s Discussinc: Slow start of C. A. B. ratings—light 
casualties so far on account of priorities—how the building holiday will 
affect consumer sales and reflect on the advertising dollar—the fantastic 
set for the Burns and Allen show and how the surveyors will com- 
pute its audience, 





Arthur Pryor, Jr., and Robert Richards of the N.Y. staff of Batten, Bar- 
ton, Durstine & Osborn, here for the two originations of ‘Cavalcade of 
America’... .Don Gilman spokesman for the industry at various civic 
functions....Edward G. Robinson taking ‘Big Town’ to New York for a 


week so he can look over the new Broadway play crop....Jules Herblu- 
veaux, NBC program head in Chicago, took time out ta give John Swallow 
| a — 


|g golfing lesson....Frances Scully picked up & dozen more stations for her 
| ‘Speaking of Glamour’ program on NBC....Bill Kline the ney radio con- 
‘tact on General Foods programs....Byron Palmer moved up Ir 


om usher- 
ing to announcing at KNX....Harry Maizlish working up a campaign for 
KFWB with the station’s new rep, William Rambeau....Ted Sisson in for 
talks with Orson Welles. ...Hec Chevigny, radio scripter, landed humorous 
yarns in Liberty and Satevepost last week....Wives of two radio execs, 
Charles Vanda, CBS western program chief, and Bill Lawrence, bossing 
the Coast office of Pedlar & Ryan, on the mend from hospital sieges. Latter 
is film actress (Helen Davis)....Fulton Lewis, Jr., booked for speaking 


idates here next month....KPRO, 1,000-watter servicing the Riverside-San 


Bernardino area, puts out its first signal Oct. 24 to the accompaniment of 
much fanfare....Don Lee is claiming another first—that of pioneering a 





| last year in the same capacity. 


transcontinental (over Mutual) of a recorded program (Parker pen’s 
| Disney music)....Dick Mack, Sealtest producer,-on the limp from an in- 

Florence Sperl, casting director for the Compton agency, leaves today | fected tootsie....William Parker, war analyst, replaced Sidney Suther- 
(Wednesday), with George Brengle succeeding her....She’s due to have} land and Jose Rodriguez for Thrifty drug chain on KFI....Radio in- 
| dustry’s participation in Community Chest drive will again be guided by 
visor for the agency....Ted Sisson, radio head of Pedlar & Ryan, due back | Harry Maizlish, KFWB manager, and Harrison Holliway, general man- 
| ager of the Earle C. Anthony radio interests....They are holdovers from 








IN CHICAGO... ; 


Tue Rapio TrRApDE Is Discussinc: Increased shift of radio performers 
to New York as job situation locally gets continuously tougher. New 
curiosity about FM following terrific campaign by Chicago Tribune for 
its W59C. How Ralph Atlass is completely revamping his exec per- 
sonnel at WJJD. 





Jill Anderson now with the NBC production department... .Jules Herbu- 
veaux off to the Coast for a short vacation....Don Pedro starts his llth 
year on the ether and sixth year for the Evans Fur firm....American 
Federation of Radio Artists will hold its annual ball in the Sherman hotel 
on Nov. 7 and Bob Strong orch. of the Brown & Williamson shows will 
provide the dansapation....Mason Molzner, Hilda Graham, Ilka Diehl and 
Byron Keats added to cast of ‘Romance of Helen Trent’....Robert Venn 
has resigned from the NBC promotion department here to become sales 
promotion chief of WSGN, S3irmingham....Alvin Walser takes over at 
NBC. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Frisco radio circles got quite a jolt when Vick’s hit the NBC Red out of 
New York with a show billed as the ‘living diary of a living American 
family, Kitty and Jim Edwards and their three sons.’ Coast actually has 
a real-life family named Edwards, father, mother, two sons and a daughter. 
For 10 months they. were on the Coast NBC link out of KPO, playing 
themselves under their own names as ‘The Five Edwards,’ but never came 
up with a sponsor so the show was dropped, individual members now 


Paul Dudley, Phil Cohan 
Steele, Tachary Set for Production 


To Mexico City On Coca-Cola Series 








Paul Dudley, formerly producer- 
| writer on the Tums ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ pro- | 
or a- 0 a | gram, will have the same assignment U 


on the new six-weekly Coca-Cola} 
starting Nov. 3 on} 


band 
Mutual. 
Coca-Cola is sponsoring a series of Phil Cohan, who recently resigned 
four special programs of Mexican} from the CBS production staff after 
music and in the Spanish language | handling the Ontario show from 
over a 27-station network out of} Canada, will direct. About half the 
station XEQ, Mexico City, this| broadcasts will originate in New 
week. Alfred Steele, executive on | York, Chicago and the Coast, with 
the Coca-Cola account for the | others from various cities where top 
D’Arcy agency, and George Zach-j| bands happen to be playing. 
ary, director of the Coca-Cola-Kos- 
telanetz 


series 


—_—— -— 





T.H. HUTCHINSON 
OUT OF NBC 
TELEVISION 





Realignment of the management 
setup of NBC’s television involves 
the replacement of Thomas  H. 
Hutchinson by Warren Wade as 
program director and the appoint- 
ment of E. A. Hungerford as busi- 
ness manager of the viseo program 
department. Wade was formerly a 
producer in the department, while 
Hungerford has been in charge of 
film televising. Lief Eid, formerly in 
charge of publicity for the depart- 
ment, has been brought back to that 
assignment, 

Rumors of other impending 
changes in the department are de- 
nied by Alfred H. Morton, vice- 
president in charge of television, 





Attorney General Blast 
Against Reds Unheard; 
Raise ‘Censorship’ Cry 





Washington, Oct. 14. 


More charges of Administration 
censorship of radio programs 
erupted from Congress last week 
after sudden cancellation of sched- 
uled speech by George F. Barrett, 
attorney general of Illinois. Barrett 
expected to be aired while talking 
to the National Association of At- 
torney Generals at Indianapolis 
Sept. 30. 


Congressional inquiry was urged 
by Rep. Richard M. Simpson, Penn- 
sylvania Republican, who declared 
the Barrett incident is no isolated 
case. He charged the broadcast 
plans were scrapped after Earl War- 





programs, 

They're expected back Saturday 
(18), but may remain until sometime 
next week. In case Zachary doesn’t 
return in time for the Kostelaneiz 
show Sunday afternoon (19), Gor- 
don Graham, production man on the 


tia) te Mexico City to arrange the | WAVE S RADIO CENTRE 


| has been under construction for sev- 





HAS 500-SEAT HALL 


Louisville, Oct. 14. 
WAVE’'s new ‘radio center,’ which 


eral months, began operations in its 








In radio, too, # 
it's Better to be 





Radio stations at Jow frequencies 
transmit on a /onger wave-length. 
A longer wave-length means a 
stronger signal—one that retains 
its power better over distance. 
WMCA is New York’s most for- 
tunate. It operates on New York's 
lowest frequency (570 ke.) with 


enough power (5000 watts) to 
reach over 12,500,000 people 
with clarity—and economy. 


WMCA 


FIRST ON NEW YORK’S DIAL 


three-story stone building Thursday 
(9). WAVE itself will occupy al- 





stanza, will handle that broadcast. 
most three times more space than its 


CONSOLIDATED DRUGS old quarters. Has auditorium to seat 
BULK BUY ON WJJD| “Rocio center buitaing was tormer- 


Missionary Union. Entire area de- 
Chicago, Oct. 14. voted to WAVE is air-conditioned, 
Consolidated Drug Trade Products | including offices, studios and control 
continues to be a mammoth user of | rooms. 
bulk time, and a friend of the early Built under supervision of Wilbur 
morning radio. Has just signatured | Hudson, WAVE chief engineer. 





ren, California A. G. ‘and’ president 
of the assocgntion, huddled with 
J. S. Attorney General Francis J. 
Biddle. Speech was attack on com- 
munism, 


LONGINES-WITTNAUER 
BUYS QUARTER HOURS 


Chicago, Oct. 14. 

Longines-Wittnauer has boughi a 
schedule of 66 periods of 15 minutes 
each on WENR. Will be heard six 
times weekly at 10:15 p.m. 

Programs are on discs and set 
through the Arthur’ Rosenberg 
agency. 











13d WHN Show From D.C. 


Ag a third program by direct wire 


|from Washington, WHN, New York, 


| 





will launch this Friday night (17) a 
new series, “Theodore Granik’s 


; y ‘~ | Women’s Forum.’ Doris Fleeson will 
ly occupied by the Baptist Women’s | : 


be moderator on the show, slated for 
the 8-8:30 p.m. slot and originating 
in the Mayflower hotel. 

Other WHN shows from the Capi- 
tol are Fulton Lewis, Jr., and ‘Din- 
ner at Mrs. Lionel Atwill’s.’ 








with WJJD for a full hour daily on = 
a seven-day weekly basis. 

For 52 weeks and set through the 
Benson & Dall agency here. 


A/S 





Noxzema Inter-City Quiz | ig Owns 
Pits Albany and Troy | G3 Thi 
Albany, N. ¥., Oct. 14. | eae DA 
Noxzema’s ‘Inter-City Quiz’ has | Say 
been set, for the Albany, Troy, 
Schenectady area, on WOKO. Pro- 
gram will make its bow Thursday 
night (16), teams of Albany and 

Troy newspapermen competing, 
Gren Rand, Forrest Willis and 
Carl Mattison will handle the show. 











glove. 


Kingston Joins Mutual 


tation WKNY, Kingston, N. Y., 
joins the Mutual network Nov. 15. 
Ouilet operates on 1490 ke. and 250 
watts full time. 

Brings the number of Mutual af- 
filiates to 184, 


4S EAA TN 





Cocemalt Scouts Spots 
Cocomalt (R« B. Davis Co.) is 
scouting around for spots in women’s 
participation programs. 
Murray Breese Associates ig the 


eee en Ser ee SD WLS STS 

















agency. 


KDYL’s new 
broadcasting pattern fits the inter- 
mountain population setup like a 







5000-watt 


directional 


Ample power, directed where 
it does the most good! 


x The Popular 


CITY N FE C 


NETWORK 





SAL LAKE 


JOHN BLAIR 
& COMPANY 
Rational Representatives Ween 
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22 New Campaigns Start on 





the Blue Network of NBC 


19 CONTINUE—6 RENEW—AS ADVERTISERS SEEK TO LOWER 








~ THEIR DISTRIBUTION COSTS! 


WE HAIL: 


THESE 22 ADVERTISERS WHO HAVE STARTED NEW CAMPAIGNS 
ON THE BLUE AFTER A CAREFUL STUDY OF ALL COMPETITION 


Bayer Ampirin. ..« « irs i “American Melody Hour” 
Bendix syeten Corporation , . . ‘The Treasury Hour”’ 
Bristol-Myers (Sal Hepatica) . ‘Dinah Shore & Orchestra” 
Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corp. (Target) “Renfro Valley” 
Canada Dry Ginger Ale, Inc.(Spur) “Michael & Kitty” 
Caen Gener .'. ss ee 2 . “Service With a Smile” 
Mennen Company “Capt. Flagg & Sgt. Quirt”’ 


Miles Laboratories (Alka-Seltzer) o « - “Lum & Abner’ 
Pilisbury Flour . one + Ba eee 1 M illwheel” 
Pacquins, Inc. (Cosmetics) . ss “Speaking of Glamour" 


Pan-American Coffee Bureau 
Mrs. Roosevelt—''Over our Coffee Cups” 
Reynolds Tobacco Co. (Camel) . 


3s. “Penthouse Party” 
Serutan . . 38s “Pearson & Allen” 
Dr. Earl E. Sloan (Liniment) cee Tw 


Standard Brands, Inc. (Fleishmann’s Foi! Yeast) 


“I Love a Mystery” 
Standard Oil of Indiana ‘ 133. “Auction Quiz” 
Time, Inc. + 38683 “March of 
Trimount Clothes C ompany 
“William H wlman— Raymond Clapper" 
Texas Company. . ‘Metropolitan Opera’: 
R. L. Watkins (Dr. Lyon’ 8 Tooth Powder) 
“Monday Merry-Go-Round” 
Weekly Publications, Inc. (Newsweek) 
‘Ahead of the Headlines” 
Wheeling Steel Corp. 1 9 a 6 8 1 |'Wheeling Steelmakers"’ 


WE CHERISH: 


THESE 19 CAMPAIGNS CONTINUING UNDER CURRENT 
CONTRACT AND SHALL BEND EVERY EFFORT TO KEEP 
THEIR SPONSORS HAPPY ON THE BLUE 


Anacin Company .i1i:isaas ; 5 Just Plain Bill” 
Anacin Company . :; 138 “Easy Acea’: ‘ 
American Tobacco Co. (Pacific ‘Coast). “Information Please’ 
Boyle, A.8.,Co. s 383 3 _« “John’s Other Wifes 
Cal- Aspirin Corp sen ee Amanda of Honeymoon Hil’ 
Carter Products. : : i: : 3 nner Sanctum Mysteries’: ‘ 
Cummer Products (Energin e) 3 : ae at Midnight’ 
Ironized Yeast Co., Inc. . “Good Wil Hour’ 
Jergens, Andrew, Co. (Je rgens Lotion) “Walter Winchell} 


Jergens, Andrew, Co. (Woodbury Bogp) “Parker amily’ 


Kolynos Company 
Miles Laboratories (Alka- Seltzer Mea a 
Neighbors of Woodcraft . . “Gran ‘aed and His Pals'| 
Phillips, Charles H., Co. (Haley’ s M- 


Sun er faves Rtas owell Thomas" 


Swift & 


Watkins, i. z. (Dr. Ly on’s Tooth SUS 


Williamson Candy Co.(Qh Henry Bars)“ ‘ton Jury Trials 
Wyeth Chemical Co. ‘resnened 1st vJohn'’s Other Wife’ 


‘Mr. Keen, Tracer of Tay ersone's 
yie Kids. 
‘Amanda of Honeymo n Hill’ 

- 3388338 ‘Breakfast Club! 


rphans of Tes 





...and here’s how the Blue lowers your 
cost of Distribution! 


STRATEGIC STATION LOCATIONS. 
Blue Network stations are located in 
the ‘““Money Markets” where the 
buying power is heaviest. The Blue 
is designed to cover markets, not just 
areas, fo provide sates where selling 1s 
most profitable. | 


JUDICIOUS USE OF POWER. The Blue 
has high power stations only where 
power is needed. Elsewhere it con- 
serves its power and your budget. 


UNIQUE SYSTEM OF DISCOUNTS. 
The famous ‘‘Blue Plate’’ system of 
discounts encourages the use of the 
entire network. As you expand your 
list of stations you receive savings up 
to 20% of your total time cost, thus 
helping your talent budget. 


MODEST TALENT EXPENDITURES. 
Radio’s finest sustaining schedules 
of news, sports and public service 






THE 





features, develops steady listening to 
the Blue. The result—Blue evening 
commercial programs have a C.A.B. 
average of 1)\—yet their average talent 
expenditure 1s 447% less per quarter 
hour than thetr major network compett= 
tion. And this fall’s lively new spon- 
sored shows mean st// higher C.A.B. 
ratings on the Blue! | 


These four factors explain why the 
Blue Network of NBC costs from 
11% to 30% less per thousand listeners— 
a fact that is being recognized more 
and more often by thoughtful adver- 
tisers today. Why not follow the ex- 
ample of the successful clients listed 
here, and buy Blue to lower your cost 
of distribution? 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING CoMPANY 
A Radto Corporation of America Service 


NETWORK O07 WI2BG 








~ with the greatest of ¢ase ~ 
\ Seles thea the tt ng 


WE WELCOME: 


THESE 6 RENEWALS FROM 
ADVERTISERS, FOR WE HAVE 
LONG BELIEVED THAT A 
RENEWAL IS AS SINCERE A 
TRIBUTE AS A NEW CONTRACT 


Adam Hats ‘Boxing Bouts” 
Modern Food Process 
(Scrapple) ‘‘Olivio Santoro” 
Modern F ood Process(Thriv ° 
Dog Food) “Moylan Sisters” 
Ralston-Purina o. (Cereals) 
“Tom Miz Straight Shooters’? 
Welch Grape Juice Co. 
Pad John” 
Williams, J. B, 
“nee or False” 





WE REGRET: 


The contract-expirations of these 
10 advertisers and hope that, as 
in many previous cases, they will 
return in the future 


Axton-Fisher Tobacco Corp. 


American Chicle Company 
Clapp, Harold, Inc. 
Colgate- Palmoliv e-Peet 
Emerson Drug Company 
Lance, Inc. 

Land o’ Lakes Creameries 
Lever Bros. 

Pacific Coast Borax 
Pepsi-Cola 








i 


#3 SS 7 
eee eS ee eer) 


S oe teed wt " 
ae aes 


sescciitentinnrecitaseipethiiainlalsabnit a hiaigan ens sevens itilindl hod 











ane Pm ah 
ae ceases iact t 


ae 





ent 


re, 


3 Seta 


; 


30 RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 15, 1941 





‘MODIFICATIONS’ DON'T PLEASE CHAINS; 


FCC CHALLENGE IN U.S. COURTS DUE 





Fly Majority ‘Unconvinced’ Orders Make Radio 
Prosperity Impossible or Will Degrade Quality of 
Programs—Craven, Case Again Dissent 


— 


Washington, Oct. 14. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission, dividing 4—2,  pro- 
claimed on Saturday afternoon (11) 
the best it was willing to do for the 
protesting radio networks. 
the original 
May 2, and then intended for en- 


Since | 
| 
‘reform’ orders dated | 











0 


90,000 WATTS 
CHARLOTTE 








The 


Station | 


audience 


mu 


Ask any Radio Sales office’ 
for more information about 
WBT, one of the eighteen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations: 





| restraints upon competition 


, forcement (postponed) on Aug. 2, 
{the regulatory body has taken ad- 
| ditional testimony, been bombarded 
by the briefs of the NBC and CBS 
lawyers and after long mediation 
has consented to some few changes. 
But these changes do not begin to 
appease the webs. 

The industry is made a gift of a 
two-year license by Chairman James 
L. Fly, who thereby goes two-thirds 
the way to the much dreamed-about 

| three year license that was talked 
|up at one convention after another 
| through the period when semi-an- 
| nual renewals were necessary. There 
|! seemed little inclination here over 
| the week-end ‘to thank Fly for small 
| favors.’ 

Limited options and_ indefinite 
| 

| 








postponement of the forced sale of 
the NBC Blue network were other 
gestures from the FCC majority. 
But the principle of ‘exclusivity’ 
deemed all-vital to CBS and NBC 
was again declared outlaw with a 
new enforcement date (Nov. 15) and 
upon this issue alone the majors 
were apparently determined to fight 
the FCC through the Federal courts. 
Legal minds seem to welcome a ju- 
dicial review of the FCC’s authority. 


Commissioners T. A. M. Craven 
and Norman S. Case, reiterating 
their dissents of May 2, declared it 
remains their conviction that the 
FCC has no trust-busting powers. 
They denounced the ‘modifications’ 
as still liable to ruin the broadcast- 
ing industry. The majority quar- 
tet—Chairman James L. Fly and 
Commissioners Paul A. Walker, 
George Henry Payne and Ray C. 
} 





Wakefield—stuck to the original con- 
| tention that (a) the public will profit 
| and (b) the chains and affiliates can 
adapt themselves to the new order 


without undue hardship. 
Limited Retreat 


Industry and Congressional blast- 
ing in the late spring and early 
summer forced a limited retreat, but 
the reform element shrugged off the 
| protests that program service will 
|inevitably deteriorate because of 
instability resulting from outlawing 





|of long-estabiished business meth- 
lods. In justifying their latest de- 
cision, the majority members as- 


| serted ‘the chain broadcasting regu- 


| lations will tend to decentralize the | 


|tremendous power over what the 
|public may hear, which is now 
| lodged in the major network organ- 
izations, and will remove existing 
without 
| interfering unduly with the opera- 
tion of the network organizations.’ 
The New Orders 

Making the 
regional as well as national skeins, 
| the FCC majority has now deg¢reed: 

1. No individual outlet may 
have exclusive right to service 
from any network but can have 
the privilege of ‘first call’ on 
features of a chain with which it 
is affiliated. 

2. Networks may obtain non- 
exclusive options on three hours 
in each of four five-hour blocks 
into which the broadcasting day 
is divided (maximum of 12 
hours in each 24) but unused 
time earmarked one combo 
can be sold to a rival. 

3. Instead of present 28-day 
notice, a 56-day call is required. 
4. Agreements can run for two 





for 


years and may be renewed 120 
days before expiration. 
5. The rule forcing NBC to 


unload the Blue string is shelved 

indefinitely but may be put into 

effect on six months’ notice. 

Only feature on which all mem- 
bers agreed was postponement of 
the anti-dualism commandment. The 
majority felt certain NBC will un- 
load soon ‘without the spur of a 
| legal mandate’ and explained the 
| postponement results from desire ‘to 
|avoid the semblance of pressure on 
NBC to effect a forced sale.’ Craven 
and Case, subscribing to the feeling 
it is undesirable for one company to 
|maintain two webs, concurred that 
‘ultimate separation of one of the 
| two networks now operated by NBC 
will be an improvement of benefit to 





f | the public.’ 


By and large, the revisions fol- 
4 lowed Suggestions advanced .hy, Mu- 





Dissenters Main Fear 





Washington, Oct. 14. 

No amount of emphasis about 
protecting the public interest 
will convince Commissioners T. 
A. M. Craven and Norman S. 
Case the efforts of the FCC ma- 
jority to dictate terms on which 
stations may affiliate with—ret- 
works is either justified by statute 
or desirable. The conservative 
duo made plain again Saturday 
(11) their deep-seated apprehen- 
sion that the anti-monopoly re- 
forms will hurt listeners, adver- 
tisers, and operators alike. 

No matter how the rules are 
disguised, the only possible con- 
sequence, in the dissenters’ esti- 
mation, is a government agency 
meddling in private affairs over 
which it has no proper control. 
By implication, Craven and Case 
once more knocked the chip off 
their colleagues’ shoulders and 
defied them to get Congressional 
authority and approval. 








tual in the hope of breaking 
deadlock which brought Congres- 
sional Committee intervention. But 
the majority could not accept the 
MBS idea of allowing a limited de- 
gree of exclusive options—not more 
than the hours used the preceding 
year by the web—and threw out the 
thought (which Mutual itself aban- 
doned by the time of the recent ar- 
gument on its compromise formula) 
that the percentage of non-exclusive 
option time should hinge on the 
number of outlets and degree of 
competition in each market. 


The limited option rule—most vital | 


of the whole set of verbotens—will 
serve as a ‘business convenience,’ the 





regulations apply to | 


FCC majority maintained 
|} ing that NBC and CBS in the past 
| never have used much of the time 
| tied up, the reformers declared they 
are unconvinced ‘that the optioning 
of time by networks is indispensable 
to network operation, particularly 
since the chain broadcasting regula- 
tions, neither in their original form 
nor as herein amended, place any 
restrictions on the bona fide pur- 
chase of station time by networks.’ 
Four-Shift Day 

Declaring it is imperative station 
managers reserve ‘an adequate 
amount of time during the good 
listening hours’ for local require- 
ments, the majority sliced the day 
into the following wedges: 

From 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.; from 1 p.m. 





|to 6 p.m.; from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m; 
from 11 p.m. to 8 a.m. 

| (The last block was an_after- 
| thought suggested by the Colonial 
| Network. At the recent arguments, 
ithe New England skein noted the 


| popularity of its bedtime news and 
weather reports.) 

The 56-day call is necessary to 
give station managers a fair oppor- 
tunity to shuffle their scheduled lo- 
cal and non-web programs, the ma- 
jority explains. Though double the 
notice now given, this will not re- 
sult in ‘any serious hardship’ on the 
chains, the majority argued, since 
the webs themselves admit programs 
are set up months in advance. 





FOR CIVIC CAMPAIGN 


| 
| 


Minneapolis, Oct. 14 
Twin City radio station KSTP, 
WCCO, WTCN, WLOL and WMIN 
| pooled their resource for a half- 
hour mu ical show to plug the Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul Community 


Funds, with the program originating 
ried over all of them. 

The orchestra, comprising musi- 
cians from the five stations, was un- 
der the baton of Leonard Leigh, 
KSTP musical director. Each sta- 
tion was represented by an an- 
nouncer. Talent included Amanda 
|Snow, KSTP ‘singing dairymaid’: 
| Bob Lawrence, St. Paul Civic Opera 





| settlement house choir from Minne- 
| apolis, 


| “Breakfast Club’ personages Don 
| O'Neill, Jack Baker, Nancy Martin, 
ithe Escorts and Betty, will do a 
| One-nighter at the Bank-Art-Gift 

show Nov. 3 at the Minneapolis Au- 
| ditorium, 


in KSTP's St. Paul studio and car- | 


star, and the Phyllis Wheatley negro | 


pegpaier |prominently in any New Deal busi- 


the | 





KSL Educational Display 
On CBS School of Air 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 14. 

KSL on Oct. 11 staged an elabo- 
rate demonstration at the Elks Club 
here for 300 students and teachers 
assembled at the Utah Educational 
Association convention. Demonstra- 
tion was in connection with Colum- 
bia’s ‘School of the Air,’ to show 
teachers how the program could be 
put into practical use in their edu- 
cational set-up. 

KSL players were used, in addi- 
tion to Clinton Larsen, president of 


the Audio-Visual Section of the 
Utah Educational Ass'n; Howard 
Knight, vice-president, and Ruth 


Markham, secretary. 


DURR, NEW TO 
FCC, CRONY 
OF FLY 


Washington, Oct. 14. 

President Roosevelt reached into 
ranks of New Deal braintrusters for 
a man to fill the three-months-old 
hole on the FCC Monday (13), ask- 
ing the Senate to approve Clifford 
J. Durr, 42-year-old lawyer without 
any radio background, as successor 
to Fred I. Thompson. He’s another 
Alabaman™ and, like Thompson, a 
protege of Senator Lister Hill. 

The Durr appointment was not un- 
expected but was distinctly disap- 
pointing to industry people who 
have hoped for the last three years 
the Chief Executive would put an- 
other man with actual knowledge of 
the broadcasting business on the reg- 
ulatory panel. Selection is consid- 
ered evidence President still is be- 
hind the crack-down philosophy 
which has caused so much ill feel- 
ing, though Durr -has- not figured 








ness-baiting. 

Durr’s career has been exclusively 
governmental for the last eight years 
but for 11 years previously he was 
in Alabama law firms. He came to 
Washington in 1933 to join the Re- 
construction Finance Corp. and since 
last August has been general counsel 
of Defense Plant Corp., an R.F.C. 
subsidiary. Formal education - was 
gained at University of Alabama and 
Oxford (England). 

Prospective commissioner is broth- 
er-in-law of Associate Justice Hugo 


|l.. Black, former down-the-line New 


| Deal 


STATIONS POOL TALENT | 





Senator from Alabama, and 
had the backing of numerous Ala- 
bamans in the House as well as Sen- 


NEW TIRES FOR 
OLD CARS NEW 
AD SLANT 


Arthur Kudner agency is re. 
ported to have readied some pro- 
grams for submission to Goodyear 
Tire. 

Theory that has activated this 
agency as well as others to go after 
their auto accessory accounts is that 
with the production of new cars pro- 
gressively limited by defense there 
will be a marked disposition among 
motorists to outfit the old bus with 
new accessories. 





Detroit—Hugh Holder, formerly of 
WSUS, Winston-Salem, joined the 
WXYZ staff Oct. 13. 
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Our 
Proouction MANAGER 














Here is our Production Manager, 


Mr. I, Gett Resultz. What is a 
production manager, anyway? 
Well, this fellow produces re- 


sults and knows what he is paid 
to do. This is why WBIG can 
produce a program from a sin- 
gle soloist to a symphony or- 
chestra, 

While more than a_ million 
listeners in this Magic Circle do 
not know Mr. Resultz person- 
ally, they do know that he gets 
results. 

This production manager is one 
of the reasons why WBIG is the 


























ators Hill and John Bankhead. He’s “prestige station of the Caro- 
reported on intimate terms with linas’” 
Chairman James L. Fly. 
} } r 

Wm. Sweets Joins NBC ee ae eee mS & 

William Sweets, author-director night and day... now! es f 
has joined the NBC production staff to cover the rich- fi 
as a director of dramatic shows. ang mes pepeens ~ i" 
Won't do any writing because of the | *'"" = om S| EDNEY 
C. L. Menser rule against directors| “”” ' 7 RIDGE 
who do. A Columbia Broadcasting ‘4 DIRECTOR 

He recently scripted ‘The Story of pecans 
Bess Johnson’ until it moved from | 
the Ward Wheelock to the Ted Bates | 
agency. = 

. ae 

Washington — Russ Hodges joins | = =fel-ne 
WOL as sports editor Oct. 27, Hodges O.P HO : R fc S 
comes from WBT, Charlotte, N, C. | 
= i 
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“NBC OKAYS DISCS ON WE 











Webs Prestige At ‘Stake 








the Chicago meeting consists of 
Stanley Hubbard, KSTR, St. Paul; 
William J. Scripps, WWJ, Detroit; 
Gene Pulliam, WIRE, Indianapolis; 
William O’Neill, WJW, Akron, and 
Walter Damm, WTMJ, Milwaukee. 
Also described as a leader of the 
group, which has allied with the 
National Independent Broadcasters, 
is Arthur B. Church, of KMBC, Kan- 
sas City, a CBS affiliate. All the 
others but O'Neill are affiliated with 
NBC. O'Neill is of Mutual’s ranks. 


The tone of the group is distinctly 
anti-network, not merely on _ the 
question of an ASCAP settlement 
but on other problems. This group, 
which is chairmaned by Eugene 
Pulliam, of WIRE, Indianapolis, 
makes it a point of declaring that it 
is opposed to the policies of the In- 
dependent Radio Network Affiliates, 
which it describes as network-dom- 
inated. It is the first time that Pul- 
liam has come to the forefront in an 
agitating capacity and what has par- 
ticularly mystified sideliners about 
him is his reluctance to talk about 
the objectives of the group until he 
has first conferred with the other 
members of the committee. 

Both the group and NBC's Red 
and Blue affiliates are meeting at 
the Drake hotel. 

Attitude on Syper-Power 
Group, which is meeting at the 
Drake Hotel, discussed the ques- 
tion of taking a stand against the 
issuance of super-power permits 
by the FCC. The leaders of the 
group voiced the opinion that 
unless 50,000 watts were made 
the utmost limit there was the 
prospective of NBC and CBS ob- 
taining enough super-power out- 
lets to eliminate the necessity of 
many of its present affiliated sta- 


tions. 
Another question which came up 
fcr discussion today, but which ap- 


peared to have received short shrift, 
concerned group 


such unions as the American Federa- 
the International | 


tion of Musicians, 


Brotherhood of Electrical Workers | 
and the American Federation of| 
Radio Actors. What caused the 


Groupites to shy away from 
proposal was the argument that ex- 
perience has proved that it is easier 


to deal with unions individually than | 


as a group and that to work collec 
tively the broadcasters would 
the best tactical interest of 
unions, 


Question of Unity 
officials of NBC 
limbia prepared to leave 
frip to Chicago Monday 
they seemed t 


ing with success 
with more than 


As the and 
for 


night 


They 


the problem 


settlement with ASCAP. 


Continued from page 25 








older networks had a prestige-saving 
job in front of them. 

Unless this recalcitrant group of 
broadcasters could be cajoled back 
into line on the ASCAP issue there 
was a chance of the revolt spreading 
to the point where it might imperil 
the stand of the two networks on 
the anti-monopoly orders of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission. 
NBC and CBS has up to now shown 
that it has its stations solidly be- 
hind it in defying the FCC’s latest 
restraints. If a revolt on the net- 
works’ solution for an ASCAP 
peace succeeded, Fly & Co. might 
look on the proceedings with satis- 
faction and wonder whether the in- 
cident could be regarded as a pre- 





ommit 
negotiations with c . 


this | 


only 
these 


Co- 
their | 
(13) 
o be confident of meet- | lis 
were faced 
of 
wrapping up the loose ends of their 
The two | 


cursor to a crumbling also of the 
united front which has been main- 
tained by NBC and CBS so far on 
the FCC’s network-stations relations 
rules. NBC and Columbia, as the 
two readily admitted last week, are 
determined to clean up the ASCAP 
situation so that they can turn all 
their fighting energies, as well’ as 
those of their affiliates, to the con- 
troversy with the FCC. 
Gathering Data 
NBC and Columbia delegations of 
officials had been invited to the 
meeting of the Major Markets Group, 
The web officials had asked that they 
be permitted to explain their posi- 
tion on the ASCAP contract and why 
an immediate consummation of the 
ASCAP contracts was imperative. 
Niles Trammell, who headed the 
NBC delegation, worked up to train 
time Monday (13) gathering data for 
presentation before the group. Mark 
Woods, NBC v.p., also took the trip. 
Accompanying Edward Klauber, CBS 
executive v.p., on the Chicago mis- 
| sion, was Mefford Runyon, the CBS 
v.p, who handled the negotiations 
| with ASCAP for his network. The 
officials of the two webs had been 
advised by the group’s executive 
| tee that they were to be 
|heard at a meeting set for Tuesday 
(ast) night. 
Paine, Milis 





Along 


mittee John G. Paine, ASCAP 
eral manager, 
| Chicago. 
ithe chairman of 


\tration committee. 


gen- 


Paine had been 


lasked to come on and explain cer- 
tain clauses in the new licensing 
lagreements which seemed to be 
irankling some members of the group. 
|These broadcasters think the book- 
| keeping required under the new 
contracts too involved. They 
don’t like the idea of having to cross- 
log with name of compositions, pub- 

hers and writers every numoer 
ithey broadcast in the event they do 
| not take out blanket licenses ™ 

As the contracts now stand such 
cross-logging is mandatory even if 





COLORADO: SPRINGS 


CBS NETWORK 


AFFILIATED WITH WKY, 


OKLAHOMA CITY, AND 


THE OKLAHOMA. PUBLISHING ‘COMPANY 


THE Katz AGENCY, INC,, 





NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 





On invitation from this same com- | 


also made the trip to} 
With him was E. O. Mills, | 
ASCAP’s adminis- 





Want 90% In 


NBC has received signatured 
approvals of the ASCAP deal 
from over 70% of its affiliates 
and it believes that if the broad- 
caster group meeting in Chicago 
is swung into line the network 
will have come close to the 
quota of approvals (90%) that 
it wants to get before putting 
the ASCAP music on its facili- 
ties. As for Columbia’s prog- 
ress with its affiliates that net- 
work has fared much better than 
NBC and it has been intimated 
that CBS is prepared to go on 
with the ASCAP repertoire at 
any time but that it is inclined 
to take the final step simultane- 
ously with NBC. Latter web is 
still disposed toward giving its 
commercials a week’s notice be- 
fore reopening its facilities to 
ASCAP music. 











the commercial license is per pro- 
gram and the sustaining license 
blanket. Another clause to which 
they object concerns the limits to 
put on a station’s credit. Under 
paragraph 7 of document 4 of the 
agreements ASCAP is entitled to 
cancel a station’s license on 30 days’ 
notice if the station fails to produce 
the reports, accounts or payments 
required. In the past a station could 
withhold disputed fees for as long 
as it desired without ASCAP being 
able to press effectively for pay- 
ment. 


N.A.B. Zone Hears 
Jan. 1 Cited As 








Louisville, Oct. 14. 
Broadcasters from Kentucky and} 
Ohio attending the District Seven) 
meeting of the National Assn. of| 
Broadcasters last week were told 








1942. 
than the deadline 


settled by Jan. 1, 
'is 10 weeks later 
which NBC 
clared themselves in 
shooting. 


at 
New York as 
The Jan, 1 date was tossed 


| off casually in a meeting that heard | 
more about BMI than ASCAP music. | 
725 station licenses it was} 


BMI has 
asserted and of 100,000,000 copies of 
sheet music sold annually 30,600,000 
at present are BMI tunes. 
Broadcasters were concerned with 
their labor relations with the Ameri 
can Federation of bakélene 


grams pronto when local 
remain long unsettled has stirred 
radio men with a resentment for this 
power to sock them with a national 
weapon during a community quar- 
rel. WGRC across the river 
meeting of its recent experiences 
ing to pull dance bands off 
Mutual networks to penalize WGRC 
for not signing up. WGRC has since 
made its peace. 

Neville Miller of the N.A.B. termed 
the present radio law of the U.S.A 
hopelessly antiquated. He alluded to 
the free speech problem but in very 
general terms. Ed Kirby, N.A.B 
| absentee liaison with the U. S. Army 
also spoke on tl sub- 
ject. 

Leonard Brockington, forme! 
chairman of the Canadian Broadcast 
ing Corp., was present at the 
ings, he being in Louisville on a lec- 
| ture date. 


EDDIE DOOLEY ON WNEW 


Alternates in 7:45 P.M. Spot with 
Bob Considine 


1@ Same genera 


meet 











Eddie Dooley, editor of Illustrated 
FootBall mag, and co-sports ed with 
Jack Dempsey of Liberty mag, be- 
gan a sports commentator stint on 
WNEW, New “York, last night 
(Tuesday ). 
at 7:45-8 p.m. 

Bob Considine, who occupied the 
7:45 p.m. slot across the board here- 
show alternating 
Dooley. 


M-W-F, 





| OBRIST TO 


Music Peace Date 


that the ASCAP situation would be) 
This date 


and CBS have de-; 


“pea j 
| ter’s tendency to ‘yank network pro-| 
disputes 


told } 


tofore, will now do his similar sports | 


WFIL, PHILLY 


, Caskay Upped te Business Manager 
ef Station 


Philadelphia, Oct. 
Edward C. Obrist, 





14. 
now with the 





nati, becomes the new program di- 
rector of WFIL, effective within the 
next two weeks. He succeeds James 
Allan, who has been shifted by 
Roger Clipp to the public relations 
| department. Allan will also handle 
| special events and public service fea- 
tures, John McKay, present pub- 
licity head, has resigned. 

William B. Caskay, director of 
sales promotion, has been upped to 
business manager of the outlet. 








RUNS RIOT ON 
COAST 


Seattle, Oct. 14. 
The Pacific Coast which Variety 
years ago dubbed ‘the lost horizon 


of broadcasting’ will inculcate re- 
gional and civic pride in a new Sat- 
urday night program. There will be 
an hour and a half of the propa- 
ganda, a half hour originating from, 
respectively, KJR, Seattle; KGO, 
San Francisco and KECA, Los An- 
geleg. 


Music, variety, and a pie a 
| of the wonderful climate, people, 
| dustries, prospects, etc., in their Tor 
bevton part of the Coast, plus a rib- 

bing run-down of rival sections, will 
| comprise ‘Three Round Jamboree.’ 














5 all nine stations are participating. 


Others beside the three inaugurat- 


|ing are: KGA, Spokane: KEX, Port- 


j|land; KFSD, San Diego, KTMS, 
Santa Barbara, KFBK, Sacramento, 
and KERN, Bakersfield. 


SELF-PRAISE 





115 FIRST Al 


5 ABANDONEL 


‘March of Time’ Obtains Per- 
mission to Use Phonograph 
Records and _ Transcrip- 
tions as Production Con- 
veniences 





USE F.D.R. VOICE 


In permitting ‘The March of Time’ 
to include transcriptions and phono- 
graph records in its Thursday night 
broadcasts over the Blue Network 
NBC has abandoned one of the com- 
pany’s oldest and firmest policies. 
Up to last week NBC had main- 
tained unbroken the rule that 
nothing of a recorded nature but 
sound effects was admissable over a 
network hookup. NBC made an ex- 
ception for a sustaining program in 
1937 when it relayed a recorded re- 
port of Hindenburg disaster at Lake- 
hurst, N. J. 

The waxings on ‘Time's’ initial 
program (9) over the Blue included 
Presiaent Roosevelt’s transcribed ad- 
dress for the recent wholesale ship 
launchings and a phonograph record 
of a Russian male chorus. 

In the case of the President the 
recording of his actual voice cir- 
cumvented another informal broad- 
casting ‘rule’ that the Chief Execu- 
tive may not be impersonated over 
the air. This was done by the orig- 
inal ‘March of Time’ but was finally 
outlawed because questionable to 
the White House secretariat. 

The original ban against use of 
discs on network broadcasts re- 
flected, after 1929 when ‘spot broad- 
casting’ was devised as a competi- 
tive method for national advertisers 
to use radio, a supposed need to sell 
live talent as synonymous with the 
best, i.e. network, programs. 














with James C. Petrillo, who was will- | 
the | 


@Anew 


‘program- 
—the largest station- 





interest’’ for WCAE listeners 
following in Pittsburgh. 


@ 46 new, entertaining, local-built, live-talent 


shows 


8 of which are fed to MUTUAL. 


@ Exclusive broadcasts of PITT football games 


—outstanding sports 


events in Pittsburgh. 


@ Exclusive broadcasts of the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Concerts—outstanding musical events. 


@ These 


PLUS attractions, 


together with 


MUTUAL shows and features add up to a brand 
new listening thrill for Pittsburghers—and how 


The KATZ Agency 
500 Fifth Avenue 











He'll air thrice weekly | 


WCA 


with 


they're enjoying it!!! 





And that’s only part of the story. For 
complete information as to time and 
program availabilities consult— 


* National Representatives 
New York, N. Y, 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
5000 Watts - 1250 K.C. 
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Y TLEEEE EEE EE EEses } Jones moaned, causing him _ to 
! WEW | threaten ‘legal action.’ Staff Producers? 
If Newspaper Objects 5 ia Bae 
WX vor Newspapers’ = elt ee Among the other resolutions is 2a 
f | competing ‘stents ja tak ake proposal that CBS staff producers in 
i- we : aye - ‘hicag > i 110 
, 44 Re MOST ehh | consideration by both AP and UP, Watt 5 ~ aecrgy a leg eee al 
MATE AND EFFECT - | the Commish found. Though Edwin| oe win. Feeling is that al. 
| $ALES APPROACH T |M. Williams, vice-president, denied | ™°™V°T>™P- a dir ria ‘ 
anc irectors 
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Press Service to R 


adio Stations 


Investigated by FCC; Various 


Fends of Rival Media Aired 


istieoeapiintiatass . 


Washington, Oct. 14 


Profiteering and discrimination on | 
the part of press associations was | 


charged at last week's FCC wailing 
wall hearings on the newspaper- 
owned question which again 
devoted to hearing tales that might 
justify banning publishers from the 
broadcasting field. The two days of 
testimony were consumed in listen- 
ing to squawks from station manage- 
ments and then asking the wire serv- 
ices to justify their conduct. 
Principal incidents on which the 
FCC directed the spotlight were the 





were | 





Who Eats and What 


Detroit, Oct. 14. 

A demonstration two - way 
transoceanic conversation was 
staged here before the Adcraft 
Club by NBC's Abe Schecter. He 
turned the conversation to what 
the Detroit diners had justi eaten. 

After describing the food at 
the Adcraft banquet to Alex 
Drier in Berlin the NBC special 
events man invited comment 
from the rationed German capi- 





KVOS—Associated Press row (which | 
once reached the Supreme Court) 
and the tiff centering around at- 
tempts of WMRC, Greenville, S. C., | 
to get usable news report. Kilo- 
cycle cops also received information | 


about troubles of WSM, Nashville: | uct "a ca” ae he % submit a statement of his experi- 
WIS. Columbia, S. C.; and WBAE, |} — and, if so, how is he | ences. Joseph V. Connolly, presi- 
Tampa. ee , ident of INS, also hinted at FCC 
With the pace livened, executives The censor’s own comment | ; scl . : = 00 Pe INS | 

; 7 boomed in: ‘It’s very kind of ae 3 ee 


of AP, the United Press, and Inter- 
national News Service were put on 
the defensive by the FCC finger- 
pointers, but the wire service bosses 
chorused there was no general ani- 
mosity toward radio although some- 
times the wishes of publisher clients 
carried considerable weight when it 
came time to decide about deliver- 
ing to a station. 


Feuding for Years 
Rogan Jones, owner of KVOS. 
Bellingham, testified the AP turned 
him down at the insistence of the 
Bellingham Herald. The paper and 


station have been feuding for years, bridge, general manager of Press 

with neither trying to conceal its | Association, Inc, maintained the | AFRA P bl | 
hostility toward the other. General | Bellingham situation is not only | {| ro ems i 
suspicion the wire services give | unique but entirely unduplicated. | |___eousinued from page 2° 


newspaper subscribers veto power 


tel. Drier sadly acknowledged 
in a mournful voice, ‘well, you 
know how I like food, Abe.’ 
Later Fred Bate from London 
stated that the food in England 
is ‘adequate but not colorful.’ 
‘Is the censor with you,’ Schec- 


you to inquire about my health.’ 

But showing that some of Eu- 
rope eats, Charles Lanius, from 
Basle, Switzerland, described a 
meal as equally impressive as the 
American banquet. 








leased wire report. 


Jones suspected, was due to the 
Herald’s opposition. 

The Herald has blocked delivery 
of the AP report to KVOS, the Com- 
mish learned, but W. K. McCam- 


Because of the 
piracy charges against KVOS, 





over broadcasters’ applications was 
strengthened by Jones’ testimony 
the AP serves his other outlet, KPQ, 
Wenatchee. 

For six weeks he had to struggle 
along with only a skeleton news re- 
port, Trans-Radio’s short - waved 
bulletins and the product of local 


leg-men, Jones said, when the UP | regional news. 


| AP directors have refused to serve 
ithe station, he acknowledged. LIti- 
| gation between the station, the Her- 
ald, and the AP has cost large sums, 
} he pointed out. 

Jones said he had to give up using 
INS because of the inadequacy of 
For a while, Trans- 


hesitated to service KVOS and INS | Radio was a stop-gap but its Seattle 


jacked up its prices beyond reason. | Bureau folded. 


Finally, he got the UP wire, Jones 
acknowledged, but the tariff is twice 
the original estimate and equivalent 
of what the Herald pays for the full 











































AMERICA’S LARGEST 


MARKET. 























5000 WATTS &?...--... 


OVER METROPOU =N NEW YOR: 





Then, he made 
overtures to AP, despite the long- 
standing bitterness between KVOS 
and the Herald, an AP member. The 
;}UP agreed to put in a radio news 
, wire but quickly changed its mind, 





the UP was influenced by protests 
from its paper subscribers, McCam- 
bridge said a station request for 
service must be passed on by the 
board of directors if a member 
paper objects. ‘ 


UP'’s reluctance | 
to take his station as a customer, | Williams. But the UP execs still dis- 


long rowing over | 
the [affiliates get the regular compensa- 





Under persistent quizzing by Mar- 








MORE 


PLUS MARKET 


p 
LISTENERS... MORE DOLLARS 


WIOD's power and great “Salt Water Route’ take 


‘©All on the SAME 


you into A 


DDITIONAL Florida markets. We give you 


|eus Cohn, one 
| braintrust, Williams said there are 
nego@ations 


} news 


| tice James D. Byrnes. 


| Nelson, his 
| interest to Peace. 


| 


j}to hear 


of the FCC legal 
various reasons why 
with broadcasters collapse and con- 
tended the feeling of publisher 


clients does not determine the UP’s 
He pointed out UP started 


now | 


attitude. 
serving stations in 1935 and 
one-third of its income 
radio clients. 

Peace—He’s Potent 

The Greenville, S. C., situation in- 
volved efforts of James D. Poag, 
owner of year-old WMRC, to get a 
report, and the discussion 
brought in the name of Roger C 
Peace, sent to the Senate recently 
as successor to Supreme Court Jus- 
Poag’s story 
was that he couldn't buy AP, INS, 
UP, or Trans-Radio until he made 
peace with Peace. Troubles were 
straightened out when Wayne M. 
partner, seld his 49% 
Inside nine days, 
WMRC was able to get the INS re- 
port, the Commish heard. 

Desire of Chairman James L. Fly 
anything detrimental to 
newspapers was apparent during 
this phase of the proceedings. Poag 


from 


gets 


| said that after doing everything pos- 


sible to get a news report, he wrote 


| the FCC and was urged by Fly to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


i 
} 
| 
t 


should 


finally took on WMRC as a customer, 
saying he understood Peace had 
been ‘influenced by someone’ at the 
Commish to modify his exciusive 
contract. 

Other instances where the UP al- 
legedly rebuffed brodcasters to ap- 
pease its publisher clients were 
brought out during examination of 


claimed any deliberate discrimina- 
tion after béing prodded about re- 
fusal to serve WBAE, Tampa; WSM, 
Nashville, and WIS, Columbia. 











tion rates and even the production 
staffs are paid, 

It's admitted that run-of-the-mill 
actors are paid the AFRA scale, but 
of the union’s members fee! 
unfair for name artists to 
be expected to appear for nothing. 
It’s also argued that such gratis ap- 
pearances curtail employment of 
regular scale actors. 
committee will decide whether that 
and other convention § resolutions 
should be acted upon now or turned 
over to appropriate committees for 
further study. 


some 


rghit 
that it’s 


though producers 
theoretically not belong to 
nization as their em- 
Singers and an- 
Alliance 


the same orga 
ployee (actors, 


s) the International 


nounce 


of Theatrical Stage Employees (stage- | 


hands) or some similar union 
try to grab the jurisdiction to obtain 
a foothold in radio. 


may 


The IATSE has already made sev- | 


moves to get into the 
One such occurred several 


eral 


field. 


‘years ago, when it tried to grab ju- 


risdiction over engineers, but that 


move was thwarted by the Interna- 


| 


ae @ 4 . | | of 

AMERICA’S TOP BUYING MARKET — Chicago local of the Amer- 
© Hundreds of thousands of winter visitors WITH 
MILLIONS TO SPEND and the DESIRE TO BUY! 


ithr 


j;announcers there. 


tional Brotherhood of Electrical 


Workers. Last spring the IATSE de- | 


that AFRA turn over juris- 
sound effects men, but 
replied to AFRA’s suggestion 


‘ 


tion be decided by an 


manded 
diction of 
never 


that the que 


| independently-conducted vote of the 
1sound effects men themselves. Most 


f 


them are now members of 


can ederation of Musicians also 
AFRA jurisdiction a 
years ago by 


reatened 


couple of 


sequently relinquished the men in- 
volved. 
Revise Constitution 


When AFRA absorbed the Amer- { 


ican Guild of Radio Announcers 


The special | 


radio ! 9 


taking in | 
However, it sub- | 


| and Producers nearly three years 
|ago, it theoretically took in a num- 
|ber of producers who were mem- 
/bers of that organization. However, 
j any of those involved who were not 
}also actors did not join AFRA, but 
|permitted their membership in 
| AGRAP to expire. If AFRA decides 
to admit producers, it would prob- 
ably have to revise its constitution 


Year-Round Rate Card 


COMPLETE COVERAGE --- PLUS! 
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Promotion Stunt Smells 


Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 

To each advertising agency, radio editor and potential sponsor, was 
sent last week one cucumber through the mail with a card reading 
‘Place your accounts with WPEN; then sit back Cool as a Cucumber: 
| and watch the sales climb.’ 
But the unseasonable heat wave caused the stunt to backfire. As 

the packages arrived at their destinations, the cumbers had deteri- 
, Orated plenty. Most of them were hurriedly disposed of by their irate 
receivers, 

The next day, Arthur Simon, WPEN g.m., sent everyone a letter of 


‘Tnside Stuff—Radio 


| WCCO, Minneapolis, stepped in to ‘defend’ the Scandinavians of the 
midwest who were recently accused on the floor of Congress of being pro- 
Nazi. Station had Elmer Peterson, its Scandivanian news analyst, prepaie 
/an answer. Advertising this answer heavily and making it available on 
wax to other stations the WCCO reply seemed to some listeners to prove 
| rather than disprove the charge. its whole burden being that the Scandi- 
/navians were loyal Americans. The charge in Congress was that they were 
pro-Nazi in European matters. 

‘Some congressmen may sincerely believe that Americans of Scandi- 
navian birth and ancestry as a group are pro-Nazi,’ Peterson admitted, 
| ‘but that belief is based on an opinion widely circulated during the war's 
early stage and does not reflect these Scandinavian-Americans’ deeply 
patriotic feeling for the United States—a patriotism which is a good ex- 
ample for all citizens.’ 





























Reason why a network recently dropped an affiliate of long standing 
for another station in the same town was disclosed last week. The af- 
filiate which held the contract had for ¢ime, because of other commit- 
ments, been shuttling that network’s commercials to another local outlet 
but the network was reluctant to break off the association with the con- 
tracted_affiliate until it made a startling discovery. The affiliate with the 
contract was collecting a commission of 15% from the substitute station 
on all network programs. The affiliate involved is one of the most pros- 
perous stations in that area, the northwest. 

Donald Flamm, former owner of WMCA, N. Y., states he has not gone 
into the bowling alley business but has rather acted as the financier for 
}one that Freddy Fitzsimmons, Brooklyn Dodgers pitcher, is building in 
| that borough. Flamm added that he will not in any way be connected 
_with the spot’s operation. Denial is the result of recent reports in the 
trade that Flamm was going into the biz. 








| Dinah Shore takes over the Sunday 9:45-10p.m. period on the NBC-Blue 
Oct. 26 for Minitrub (Bristol-Myers). Meanwhile her agents are discussing 
with Eddie Cantor the terms of an extension of her contract with him 


Cantor, who holds a contract for her exclusive radio services, was 
granted a further renewal in re. :rn for permitting her to take the Minitrub 
spot. 


Mutual Network was able to clinch a contract with Parker Pen for the 
‘Walt Disney Song Parade’ series because of the license which the web 
holds from ASCAP. All the past Disney scores are in the ASCAP 
repertoire. 


Phil Carlin, NBC Red program chief, has new secretary, Florence Morris, 
His former one, Mary Louise Field, resigned to accompany attorney- 
husband. John Jarvis, to Coast. 

Joe Creamer, of WOR, New York, went to Montreal last week to re- 
| ceive a silver cup from the Direct Mail Advertising Assn. Based on ‘orig- 
| inality’ of promotion at station. 


changes could doubtlessly ad ‘ . ? 
aks Wihent: Sieienicy | Sponsor ‘Church Directory 
Besides the resolutions al- } 
ready cited, the special AFRA com- San Antonio. Oct. 14 
mittee is studying proposals} ‘Church Directory of the Air’ on 
that the required |KTSA is devoted to announcing 
to set the first meeting of each month | church affairs, bazaars, raffles and 
as the time for consideration of the It's weekly quarter-hou 
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Musicians, 
board take action to 
n of standard AFRA 
llective bar- 


The resolution 


;}American Federation of 
and that the 





prevent Omissk 


Ann Tenna SayS$: 
~\ Some gals numbers 
lregarding jurisdictional matters be- are tough to remem- 


( 
itween AFRA and the AFM involves ) <a ber, but little Ann's 
the dispute (now in the courts) be- ‘ , P 
tween the AFM and AFRA’s af-| is a forget a net 
..exactly 1000... 


filiate, the American Guild of Mu-|. ° 4 
sical Artists. AFRA has been re- Easy to remember - easy to dial 
luctant to enter that controversy, al- | . 

; = asy listenii rales! 
|though its interests are at stake. It (Lasy listening HWS more sales!) 
will pl! imme- | 
diate or drastic action now. 


provisions Irom ali its co 
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By JANE WEST 
NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
LAUGHTER JEARS 2x0” [YEART-THROBS 
99 **/ 100 ° 


Presented by Ivory Soap - pure 
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NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EST 
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~ ‘What Do You Think of the War?’ 





But Pub-Crawlers Response Will Be Edited and 
Recorded Before Hitting the Air 





Minneapolis, Oct. 14. 
KSTP and the Giuck Brewing Co., 
Minneapolis, say they aren’t scout- 
ing for trouble, but just the same 
starting next Monday they’re going 
to air a new Monday through Fri- 
day series to originate in Twin City 
taverns and with the tavern cus- 

tomers discussing current topics. 


In order to guard against any too 
ardent celebrants getting too close to 
the mike or butting in, and thus 
muffing things up, the station will 
transcribe each show for the suds- 
maker between 8 and 9 p.m.,, at 
which time drinking usually hasn’t 
reached the rioutous stage in the 
establishments, and then will ex- 
ercise some censorship on remarks 
regarded as too heated or unintel- 
ligible. Airing time is 10:15 p.m. 





7 





Payroll Traffic 


P944444444444446446464444664 


New York City.— William Slater 
Barkentin, formerly with the Oliver 
Saylor legit press agent office, joined 
the staff of WOR, New York, as con- 
tinuity editor, succeeding Robert 
Blake, who was drafted, 





Nashville.—Eleanor Fossick is new 
‘Jane Dalton’ women’s announcer 
over WSIX. Jack Simpson, an- 
nouncer, has also been added to staff. 
Replaces Dick Altman. Bill Round 
new sportscaster, 

Crystal Jones has been added to 
continuity staff at WSM. 





Regina, Sask.— New talker with 
CKCK is Fred Crippa of CFQC, Sas- 
katoon, Sask. 





Calgary, Alta. — Director of the 


C | N ( Y R E D § sworn and special events department 
of CFAC, Calgary, is Gail Egan. 


GAMES ON 3 
STATIONS 


Cincinnati, Oct. 14. 


The Cincy baseball club has signed 
with WKRC, the Times-Star station 
and Mutual affiliate, whereby it may 
join in the broadcasting next sea- 
son of the Reds’ games. At the same 
time the club renewed with WSAI 
and WCPO, which have been air- 
ing the games with their separate 
announcers for a decade. 

WSAI is, of course, owned by 
Powel Crosley, Jr., who also owns 
‘the ball club. 








Rich’d Cole Opens Office 


Omaha, Oct. 14. 

Richard Cole, formerly vice-pres- 
ident of Allen & Reynolds, has 
opened his own agency here and 
will act as” advertising representa- 
tive of station WOW, Omaha. 

He will operate a_ direct-mail 
agency and counselor service, not 
competing with other local agencies 
which place business on Omaha sta- 
tions, 





JAX FOOTBALL FAX ON KGKO 
Dallas, Oct. 14. 

Jax Football Fax will be aired for 
two quarter-hour periods each week 
of season plus 25 spot announce- 
ments for the month of October on 
KGKO, Fort Worth. 

Sponsored by Jax Beer Co., Hous- 
ton. Placed through Anfenger 
Agency, St. Louis. 





Wichita, Kas.—H. Coleman Ashe, 
formerly program director of radio 
station KFBI, is now with radio sta- 
tion KANS working with both pro- 
gram and commercial departments. 





Schenectady.— Gwendolyn Hatha- 
way, former stage actress, is WGY’s 
new ‘Betty Lennox.’ She also con- 
ducts a candy factory in Stuyves- 
ant, N. Y. 





Portland, Ore.—News staff of 
KOIN-KALE has been expanded 
with addition of Dale Denny as as- 
sistant news editor. From KVAN, 
Vancouver, Wash. 





Detroit—Ted Grace, for several 
years one of WJR’s announcers, has 
been made an Ensign in the USS. 
Naval Reserve and will receive or- 
ders to report this week, 

Hartford.—Edwin O’Connor, ex- 
WBEN, Buffalo, and WPRO, Provi- 
idence, joined announcing staff at 
WDRC, 





San Antonio.—Stanley Yelvington 
has been added to the announcing 
staff of station KTSA. From KRIS, 
Corpus Christi. 

Amarillo, Texas.—Bill Salathe and 
Paul McAlister are the latest addi- 
tions to the staff of station KFDA. 
Salathe is the new merchandising 
and promotion manager and comes 
from KOMA, Oklahoma City. Mc- 
Alister is the station’s new musical 
and program director and comes 
from KGGM, Albuquerque. 

El Paso, Texas—Robert Petrie has 
been added to the announcing staff 
of station KROD replacing John 
William Guffey, now in army. 


Milwaukee — Wendell Palmer to 


continuity staff of WTMJ. 
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® 3110,000,000 on 
authorized .. . 


® Aluminum plant near Knoxvil 


three dams 





alone; others more recently 


le doubles in size and personnel .. 


@ Mills, industries at peak production with defense orders .. - 


¢ Job placement by State Employment bureau is twice that of 


previous years .». » 


® $5,500,000 left in TVArea by 1941's more than a million tourists 


@ Population increase brings K 
low of 15% ws 


noxville housing vacancy to new 


@ Sales, salaries, employment: up, UP... and UPI 


COVER THE WEA 


LTHIER TVAREA WITH 


EAST TENNESSEE'S BIGGEST RADIO STATION! 









Keeps: 
The Branham Company 





Scripps-Howard Radio, Inc. 
affiliated with 


Knoxville News-Sentinel 


Network Premieres 


Sunday (19) 

‘Metropolitan Auditions of the 
Air,’ music, with Wilfred Pelle- 
tier orch, guests; Sundays, 5- 
5:30 p.m. NBC-Red (WEAF); 
Sherwin-Williams paint, War- 
wick & Legler agency. 

‘American Radio Warblers,’ 
singing canaries and organ 
accompaniments; Sundays, 1-1:15 
p.m., Mutual; American Bird 
Products, Weston - Barnett 
agency. 

‘Lutheran Hour,’ religious 
talks; Sundays, 1:30-2 p.m. and 
4-4:30 p.m., Mutual; Lutheran 
Laymen’s League, Kelly, Stuhl- 
mann & Zahrndt agency. 

‘Young People’s Church of the 
Air,’ religious talks; Sundays, 
4:30-5 p.m., Mutual; Young 
People’s Church of the Air, Ivey 
& Ellington agency. 

Monday (26) 

‘Monday Merry - Go - Round,’ 
music, with Bea Wain, Phil 
Duey, Evelyn MacGregor, Rap- 





xy 


paport chorus, Victor Arden 
orch; Mondays, 10-10:30 p.m., 
NBC-Blue (WJZ); Dr. Lyons 


tooth powder, Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency. 

Boake Carter, news comment; 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 
4:45-5 p.m., Mutual (not includ- 
ing WOR); Land O’Lakes Cream- 
eries, Campbell-Methum agency. 

Wednesday (22) 


‘American Melody Hour,’ mu- 
sic, with Conrad Thibault, Vivian 
della Chiesa, chorus, orch; 
Wednesdays, 10-10:30 p.m., NBC- 
Blue (WJZ); Bayer Asperin, 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert 
egency. 

Thursday (23) 

Frank Fay, variety, with Bob 
Hannon, Continentals, Harry 
Salter orch; Thursdays, 10:30-11 
p.m., NBC-Red (WEAF); Lewis- 
Howe (Tums), Stack - Goble 





agency. 








Gladstone Murray Back 
From Trip to England; 
Now In On Shortwave 


|men in the service. 





Montreal, Oct. 14. 
Gladstone Murray, who still has | 
the title of general manager of the 
Canadian Broadeasting Corp., has} 
returned to Canada after seven! 
weeks in London. It’s understood he 
was called to England by Lord 
Beaverbrook and now has a short- 
wave propaganda assignment. Can- 
ada has been backward in this re- 
gard. 
During last spring 


Murray’s au- 





script 

writing. 

of Hammond’s 
were retamed. 
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thority at the CBC 
drastically. 


was curtailed 











Hammond’s Victory 


| ames Continued from page 242 J 








terms to be adjusted after the series 
had been on the air some time, but 
the NAM merely notified Hammond 
the deal was terminated. Howard 


Nussbaum, of the NBC staff, was 
given charge of production and 
Ranald MacDougall, of the NBC 


staff, was assigned to the 
Charles Speer and others 


aides on the show 


Goes Off Air 

Apparentiy the decision to dis- 
continue the series after the Oct. 25 
edition does not stem from the AAA 
ruling. NBC-Red is understood to 
have given a commercial option on 
| the 7-7:30 period Saturday nights, so 
‘Defense’ was first slated to fold with 
the Sept. 27 stanza. However, the 
| prospective sponsor didn’t pick up 
| the option on the time, so ‘Defense’ 
| onne continued four more weeks and 
i then, on a special request from the 





| NAM, for an additional week to per- ; 
ijmit a program about sulphur pro- | 


| duction from one of the Gulf ports. 


It’s considered likely that the 
NAM will soon present another 
series in cooperation with NBC, 


though probably under another title 
and with a different format. That 
is merely tentative, however. Mean- 
time, the NAM has ‘The Defense Re- 
porter’ series on Mutual. 

Three-man arbitration panel for 
the AAA consisted of E. H. Hill, 
vice-president of McCann-Erickson; 
Holgar J. Johnson, an insurance ex- 
ecutive; and Alexander C. Nagle, a 
banker. Hammond was represented 
by Paul D. O’Brien, of O’Brien, 
| Driscoll & Raftery. The NAM was 
| represented by Albert R. Connelly, 
of Cravath, De Gersdorff, Swaine & 
} Wood. 





ibe neither too 
| polite, she says, ‘I don’t think any- 








As an Exploitation Aid for Stage Jobs 
Radio Is a Bust, Sez Ilka Chase 





By HOBE MORRISON 


Having sought radio to exploit 
herself for the stage, [ka Chase now 
finds her ‘Penthouse Party’ series 
for Camel cigarets a_ full-time 
career. It not only takes up most of 
her time and thought, but it has 
created a list of related side-activi- 
ties. In short, Miss Chase now finds 
herself regarded as a ‘radio person- 
ality... She complains, ‘The theatre 
comes first with me, but nobody 
send me plays any more. Everyone 
seems to think of me as a radio 
actress.’ 


Not that she’s sitting around mop- 
ing about it. She’s not had time for 
sitting around, let alone moping. 
Besides her weekly broadcast and 
helping prepare it, she’s writing a 
book and making a lecture tour. The 
book, an autobiography to be called 
(with a nod toward Noel Coward’s 
‘Present Indicative’) ‘Past Imper- 
fect,’ is scheduled for publication 
Nov. 15 by Doubleday-Doran. Her 
lecture tour, on which she’s cur- 
rently engaged, will last a month, 
during which she'll return to New 
York for her 9:30-10 broadcasts 
Wednesday nights over NBC-Blue. 
If she’s serious about being forgotten 
by the theatre, she doesn’t get much 
opportunity to worry over it. 


Besides taking so much of her 
time and energy, Miss Chase has 
discovered that being a radio star 
brings all sorts of other unexpected 
demands. She exclaims, ‘People are 
always wanting me to serve on some 
kind of committee. I’m getting to 
be a career woman—and if there's 
anything I dislike and am deter- 
mined never to be its a career 
woman, at least the club-woman, 
bridge-playing sort.’ 

She’s Ambassadress 


For her lecture tour, she was ap- 
pointed ‘ambassadress of goodwill’ 
for the Citizens Committee for the 
Army and Navy, to help persuade 
her lecture audiences to knit for the 
‘I don’t know 
exactly how it happened,’ she con- 
fesses, ‘or what I can do to help. 
I don’t knit and I don’t even think 
much of all this knitting by others. 
Maybe it makes them feel useful, 
but it seems to me it would be much 
more sensible for everyone to give 
a dollar apiece and let some factory 
turn out the required number of 
socks, mittens, mufflers or whatever 
it is. That might not be so roman- 
tic, but there wouldn’t be so many 
dropped stitches and the articles 
would fit—the men could at least 
wear them, 

Explaining that her autobiog will 
revealing nor too 


one is interested in a book that’s in 
too perfect taste. So I’m certainly 
going to be as frank as I reasonably 
dare. On the other hand, I don’t 





want people to stop speaking to me 


|}and I'll certainly have my lawyer 


go over the manuscript for possible 
libel.’ 

Although she has undoubtedly 
been built into a ‘personality’ and a 
boxoffice name by radio, Miss Chase 
was a Broadway name before she 
went on the air. Among the plays 
in which she has appeared are “The 
Women,’ ‘The Animal Kingdom,’ 
‘Forsaking All Others’ and, last sum- 
mer at Westport, Conn., the Theatre 
Guild tryout of ‘Love in Our Time.’ 
She has also been fashion commen- 
tator for Fox, Pathe, RKO and Para- 
mount shorts. . 


WOOLWORTHS 
LOCAL RATES 
QUERY 


Lynn Baker agency has circulated 
stations directly with a query on lo- 
cal rates in behalf of the F. W. 
Woolworth Co. 

Incident has caused _ surprise 
among some stations because last 
year Baker placed Woolworth’s 
Christmas catalog campaign through 
station reps. 











SALUTE TO COCKNEY SPIRIT 


Trio of ‘Wookey’ Leads on Short 
Wave to England Sunday (19) 








Scenes from ‘The Wookey,’ Fred- 
erick Hazlitt Brennan’s drama at the 
Plymouth, N. Y., will be short-waved 
Sunday (19) to England as part of a 
‘Salute to the Cockney Spirit’ pro- 
gram on WOR-Mutual. Edmund 
Gwenn, Heather Angel and Norah 
Howard will do the parts they play 
on the stage. Diana Forbes-Robert- 
son, wife of Vincent Sheean and edi- 
tor of ‘War Letters from Britain,’ 
will be m.c. from the U.S. and either 
A. P. Herbert or J. B. Priestley will 
be m.c. from England. Also partici- 
pating from England will be a tug- 
boat captain who assisted in the 
evacuation of Dunkirk, the Thames 
fire patrol chief, London dock work- 
ers and others, 

Occasion for the broadcast is the 
first anniversary of the heaviest 
day’s raid on London. Alvin 
Josephy, of the WOR special events 
staff, wilh write and direct the pro- 
gram, which will be heard on the 
Mutual network at 3-3:30 p. m. and 
locally in New York by transcrip- 
tion over WOR at 11:15-11:45 p. m. 
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Metropolitan's Sked Disappoints, 


Doesn't Include 


Much Interest Had Been Expressed 


+ 





By EDWARD SMITH 

The annual announcement of plans 
et the Metropolitan Opera Co., made 
Wednesday (8) by Edward Johnson, 
general manager of the company, 
were disappointing in many ex- 
@remes to the opera-going public. 
The revivals or new productions 
Bisted failed to include several works 
én which much interest had been evi- 
denced and the roster of newly en- 
gaged singers failed to disclose a 
single new standout voice. 

Much of this disappointment is 
held to be not the fault of the badly 
handicapped management, which can 
no longer depend on European sing- 
ers. The void left by the absence of 
Kirsten Flagstad cannot be filled, and 
‘Tristan Und Isolde,’ the company’s 
best drawing card for years, has 
been removed from the repertoire. 
New productions include ‘Magic 
Flute,’ to be done in English, Bach’s 
‘Phoebus and Pan’; ‘The Island God,’ 
@ one-acter by John Carlo Menoiti, 
which will premiere at the Met. 
Other revivals, which include operas 
which have been out of the reper- 
toire only a season or so, are ‘Die 
Meistersinger,’ which replaces ‘Tris- 
tan’; ‘Orfeo ed Euridice,’ ‘Le Coq 
D’Or,’ ‘Elixir D’Amore,’ ‘Traviata,’ 
‘Tosca’ and ‘Mignon.’ 

Pons, Pinza Teamed 

‘Orfeo’ never drew much at the 
b.o., ‘Le Coq D’Or’ will give Lily 
Pons and Ezio Pinza another comedy, 
the ‘Elixir’ will have Salvatore Bac- 
caloni, Tito Schipa and Bidu Sayao 
as the protagonists, while ‘Traviata,’ 
which flopped last year with Jarmila 
Novotna, will have the same singer 
in lead. ‘Tosca’ has slated Grace 
Moore and ‘Mignon’ will be revived 
for Rise Stevens, who has been a b.o. 
nonentity for Met audiences so far. 

Newly engaged singers do not 
promise much. Maria Markan and 
Astrid Varnay are youngsters with 
little experience although the for- 
mer, a native of Iceland, may lend 
some weight to the Italian wing. 
Maria Van Delden is an unknown 
quantity in Wagnerian roles, in 
which she will attempt to fill Miss 
Flagstad’s shoes, and Gerhard Pech- 
mer, an experienced basso-buffo, was 
mot so successful last year in San 
Francisco. ‘ 

Kurt Baum, Czech tenor, set no 
worlds afire in Chicago last season, 
but may help a weak Italian wing 
Lansing Hatfield, Mona Paulee and 
Mary Van Kirk, Met audition, win- 
ners, are all inexperienced without a 
standout voice among them. 

Much rests on whether Jussi 
Bjoerling will be able to come from 
Stockholm. Latest reports say he 
will leave in early November, his 
visas all clear, and will arrive in 
New York shortly afterwards. If 
he comes, a much-needed gap in the 
tenor department will be cleared. 
Then, perhaps, the reported plans for 


*‘Hugenots,’ ‘Cenerentola’ and other 


operas may be jammed into the last 
half of the season. 


others of 
be given. The 


several 
will 


among 
origin, 


She has been engaged for a revit- 
alized ‘Carmen,’ but Johnson 
admitted no plans could be 
until she is in the country. 
American Names Considered 
There are several other American 
singers who will be engaged, several 
of these well known names who will 
strengthen the house b.o. prospects 


made 


considerably, but plans along these | 


lines are still 
stage. 

As the season stands now, artisti- 
cally it apparently will not approach 
that of last year, even with the addi- 
tion of Sir Thomas Beecham and 


in the formulative 


Paul Breisach to the conducting staff. | 


The major detractors apparently will 
be the absence of Miss Lawrence, 
Tibbett’s illness, Marjorie Lawrence 
out for the year for the same reason 
and Giovanni Martinelli approach- 
ing the end of his great career 
Freidrich Schorr. and Lauritz Mel- 
chior a year older, etc., and no real 
- replacements in sight. 





Rudy Polk has made a deal with 


Columbia Concerts to handle west | tions this season. 
and | ing 


coast representation for radio 
film taient for the concert agency. 


If he fails to 
come it is dubious that these operas, 
Italian 

same 
holds true of Lily Djarnel, French 
soprano, presently in South America. 


has 


Operas in Which 





'Kreisler Replaced 


Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 


Arturo Toscanini will conduct three 
extra concerts with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra in January due to the 
sudden postponement of Fritz Kreis- 
ler’s appearances. Latter’s physi- 
cians advised him to postpone his 
return to the concert stage until he’s 
fully recovered from his recent auto 
injuries. 

Tosci is to lead six concerts here 
with the Philly Orchestra, Nov. 14 
and 15; Jan. 9 and 10, and Feb. 6 and 
7. In addition he'll baton the Philly 
Orch in Washington Jan. 13 and in 
New York Feb. 10. 

This will make Toscanini’s first 
|guest appearance with the Philly 
|symph in more than five years. 





Premature On Dates 

Previous reports is Variety that 
the conductor would appear with 
the Detroit Symphony on the Ford 
Sunday Evening hour and conduct 
a series of six concerts for the latter 
during January and February were 
in error. The reports had emanated 
from one close to the Italian maestro, 
but were premature. 


Frisco Opera Co. 
Does Fortissimo 
Biz in Northwest 


San Francisco, Oct. 14. 

After a gala opening Monday (13) 
ito a sold-out house for ‘Don Pas- 
quale,’ with Salvatore Baccaloni, 
Bidu Sayao and Franco Perulli, the 
San Francisco Opera Co. presented 
“Rosenkavalier’ here yesterday 
(Tuesday) with Rise Stevens and 
Lotte Lehmann. 

In Seattle Oct. 6, company drew 











6,000 admissions, or $16,500, for 
\‘Manon’ with Grace Moore and 
Raoul Jobin, 5,100 ($14,500) for 


| ‘Rigoletts,” Oct. 7, with Lawrence 
| Tibbett, Jan Peerce and Bidu Say- 
;a0, and ‘Tannhauser’ on Oct. 8 
\lured 5,000 ($13.800), with Lauritz 
|Melchior, Stella Roman and Karin 
|Branzell. A repeat of ‘Rigoletto’ 
| Oct. ll in Sacramento, with the 
isame cast, played to 4,500 ($13,000), 
this performance closing the tour of 
the northwest. 





‘Financing a Problem 
To Season’s Extension 


‘ Detroit, Oct. 14. 
Following a national survey which 


showed that the average season for 
the 16 
was 26 weeks, the Detroit Federation 
and the Sym- 
;phony Orchestra came to logger- 
heads here on the extension of the 
present scheduled 21 weeks. Con- 
ferences now have reached the point 
where both sides are agreed on an 
extension of the season if 
| financing methods can be found. 


The orchestra is heading into the 
1941-42 season $20,000 in 
with Murray G. Paterson, manager 
|of the orchestra arguing that $7,000 
will have to be raised f>r each added 
| week. In return, Jack Fe~enz, pres- 
ident of the federation, is pointing 
out that prior to °33, the Detroit 
seascn went for 28 weeks and that 
under generally improved business 
|conditions, as presently, musicians, 
| too, should benefit. 

The orchestra here picks up some 

its expenses through the Ford 
| Hour on the air but Paterson’s ar- 
| cument is that in view of the in- 
creased taxation the ‘wealthy donors 
won't be increasing their contribu- 
A solution is be- 
sought before the 
‘opening of the season Oct. 16 


major symphony 


of Musicians Detroit 


scheduled 


By Tosci in Philly; 


| of Mozart’s ‘Cosi Fan Tutte.’ 


Of Detroit Symph Orch = 


orchestras | 


suitable | 


the red, | 


‘Settle Conflict on ‘Flute’ 
Role at Met; Milanov Set 


Conflict over whether a dramatic 
or coloratura soprano would sing 
the role of the ‘Queen of the Night’ 
in Mozart’s ‘Magic Flute’ was settled 
yesterday (Tuesday) at the Metro- 
politan Opera Co. when Zinka Mil- 
anov, dramatic soprano, was as- 
' signed the part. Role is one of the 
most difficult in all opera, having 


been written for a dramatic colora- 
tura and extending in range over 
three octaves to ‘F’ above high ‘C.’ 

Bruno Walter, conductor, debated 
for weeks before making the deci- 
sion to award the part to Miss Mil- 
anov, who will sing the music trans- 
posed down. Lily Pons will sing it 
next year in the coloratura version, 
the soprano’s commitments  else- 
where precluding her doing it this 
winter. 


NEW OPERA C0. 
OPENS 6-WEEK 
SKED IN N.Y. 


The New Opera Co., recently 
formed organization of young sing- 
ers, opened a six-week season at the 
44th St. Theatre, New York, last 
night (Tuesday) with a performance 
Com- 
pany owes its existence to Mrs. Lytle 
Hull, who’s sponsoring. 

During the next four. weeks the 
Mozart opus, Verdi's ‘Macbeth,’ not 


given in America sinte 1850; Offen- 
bach’s ‘La Vie Parisienne’ and 
Tschaikovsky’s ‘Pique Dame’ will be 














ranging from $5 to $5,000, have been 
obtained. 

Conductors are Fritz Busch, Her- 
man Adler and Antal Dorati, while 
the company has 170 members, in- 
cluding 50 in the chorus and the 
same number in the orchestra. Re- 
hearsals have been on since June 
and the fees paid are the American 
Guild of Musical Artists minimum, 
while Mrs. Hull has arranged for 
members of the cast to receive sti- 
pends from the Musicians Emer- 
gency Fund totaling as much as $500 
in some cases. N.Y. socialites are 
backing the drive and hundreds 
were present last night in the gala 
opening at a $6.60 top. Last opera, 
| the Offenbach work, will open Nov 
‘5, and the last two weeks of the 
season will be devoted to the Ballet 
| Theatre. The Tschaikovsky and 
Offenbach operas will be given in 
English, the other two in Italian. 

Despite reports to the contrary, 
there are sufficient funds to carry 
the company through its entire se2- 
son, with each opera receivin’ seven 
performances. If 60% capacity is se- 
|cured throughout the season, the 
| project will continue in the spring 
the close of the Met’s 
‘Company closes down the night the 





| 





| Met. opens Nov. 24. 








| Concert Notes 





Bjoerling, Swedish tenor of 
will be able to leave Stock- 











Jussi 
the Met, 


holm for Lisbon about Nov. 10, clip- | 


pering to N. Y. about Nov. 15. 
opera performances at San Francisco 
and Los Angeles have been cancelled 
and he probably will not arrive in 
[time for the Chicago season. All 
visas have been cleared for him. 


Charles Kullman will replace Jus7i 
| Bjoerling as Mario in ‘Tosca’ with 
the San Francisco Opera Co. on Oct. 
18. The Swede is unrble to get to 
America in time, being scheduled 
to arrive in mid-November. 








| her 20th successive season at the Met. 
| the soprano to sing 10 times during 
the season. She opens in ‘Nozze di 
Figaro,’ opening night, Nov. 24 as 
the countess. 


Baxter, 





Dorothy coloratura, will 
' New York. 
will feature the program of French. 
Spanish, Italian 
‘lish numbers. 


Germen and Eng- 


given at $3.30 top. Subscriptions to | 
the opera exceed 1,000, and contri- | 
butions totaling more than $50,000, | 


season. |} 


His | 


Elisabeth Rethberg has signed for | 


| recital Oct. 17 at The Studio Club. | 
‘Bell Song’ from ‘Lal:me’ | 


Maestros Woo Public Interest 


Promotion of public interest in American maestros has been launched 
by a group of conductors in New York. A meeting will be held 
later in the week to select officers. 

Those who have joined the organization so far are Charles O’Connell, 
RCA Victor; Edwin McArthur, Met. Opera; Philip James, head of 
New York University’s music department; Richard Korn, leader of 
the Alumni orchestra of the National Orchestral Assn.; Howard Barlow 
CBS; Alfred Wallenstein, WOR, N. Y.; Albert Stoessel, head of the 
Chautauqua orchestra; Frank Black, NBC; Chalmers Clifton, former 
head of the WPA music project, and Dr. Howard Hanson. 


N.Y. Philharmonic, Under Stokowski, 
Opens 100th Anniversary Season 


Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo 


Presented by Sol Hurok at the Metropoli- 
tan Opera House, N. Opening bill, 
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Opening its 100th anniversary sea- 
son Thursday (9), the New York 
Philharmonic orchestra, under Leo. 
pold Stokowski, sold out to the 
doors. Take exceeded $6,800, inclu- 


Wednesday (8), included ‘Poker Game’ by : 

Igor Stravinsky with choregraphy by George sive of several hundred standees, at 
Balanchine; scenery and costumes, Irene ; Carnegie Hall’s 2,750-seater. 

Sharaff; ‘Labyrinth (world premiere), with ‘Oo s ’ . aa 
libretto by Salvador Dali, music by Franz The orchestra's playing was 


ragged. Both Bach transcriptions by 
Stokowski, the Toccata and Fugue in 
D Minor and the andante scstenuto 
from the violin concerto in A Major, 
had a tendency to be overpowered. 
Originally written for the much 
smaller orchestra of the 18th cen- 
tury, the present-day full symphony 
is inclined to make the result sound 
harsh and overbearing. 

The Beethoven Fifth symphony 
was dragged in spots, especially the 
opening movement where the broad 
sweep of the tempi was at first in- 
teresting and later puzzling. The 
string section played each man for 
himself, and it was hardly likely 
that Beethoven would have recog- 
nized the music as his own. Best of 
the works were the prelude and love 


Shubert (Seventh Symphony): scenery and 
costumes of Dall, choreography by Leonide 
Massine; ‘Gaite Parisienne,’ in one act, 
music by Jacques Offenbach, choreography 
hy Massin, costumes by Mme, Kerinska, 
scenery by Creste Allegri, with Metropolitan 
Opera orchestra under Effem Kurtz. 





New York’s first big theatrical 
social event of the season, opening of 
the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo at 
the Metropolitan Opera House, got 
off to a rousing start Wednesday (8) 
with a sellout crowd of 3,850 and a 
total take of $7,500. 


Presented by Sol Hurck, the ballet 
troupe, after a slow start in ‘Poker 
Game,’ first of three presentations, 
Clicked to a socko finish with 
‘Labyrinth,’ in its world premiere, 
and ‘Gaite Parisienne.’ 

First ballet, based on a _ poker 
game, with the joker continually in 





the way, failed to catch the fancy | death from ‘Tristan,’ last work on 
.of the audience, being static in char-|the program, with the powerful 
acter. While excellently costumed | building of climax after climax 
and danced, it lacked sufficient body | showing the Philharmonic and the 
to maintain interest. conductor at their best. 


‘Labyrinth,’ set to Shubert music 
|and superbly played by the Met or- 
chestra uncer Efrem Kurtz, is a com- 
plete triumph for its author, Salvador 
Dali. Sets are exquisite and the cos- 
tuming and scenery completely cap- 
ture the fantasy of the Greek myth 


New work was Henry Cowell's 
‘Tales of Our Countryside,’ which 
| was melodic and folksy to the ex- 
treme. The work, in four sections, 
is a.decided improvement over most 
American compositions, and Cowell 


upnon which the ballet is based, | did himself proud with his vigorous, 
Dancing of all principals was tops, | capable interpretations at the key- 
and it was impossible to single out | board. 


anyone for special praise, as_ the 
unity of the work offset any individ- 
| ual performance. ; ° 
| ‘Gaite Parisienne,’ which closed N. 7. Town Hall Reviews 
the presentation, deals with the | 
travels of a wealthy Peruvian and ex a 
his affairs with ladies of joy. Ballet P 

|maintained the high standard set by (Week of Oct. 7) 
lits predecessor and was worked to Isabel French, lyric soprano, chose 
|successive climaxes as the dancers | too difficult a program for her recital 
threw themselves into the spirit of Friday (10) to do herself justice. The 
ithe story with reckless abandon. /} Boston singer's voice is not too fresh 
Music by Offenbach tossed in every-|in quality and she is limited vocally 














thing but the kitchen sink of the ;on top and bottom (she never 
composer’s works, running from | essayed a tone over ‘G’), but she does 
\‘Orpheus’ to the barcarolle from | possess excellent diction in all lan- 


‘Tales 
This progr-m 
day (9) night. 
On Friday 
‘Serenade,’ 
imusic; the 


of Hoffman.’ | guages and a highly developed sense 

was repeated Thurs- | of interpretations which suffered be- 

cause of the rash attempt to sing 

. }songs no longer within her vocal 

set to Tschaikovsky S| imitations. George Reeves handled 

same composer’s ‘Nut-! discreet accompaniments at the key- 

cracker Suite,’ ‘Spectre de la Rose,’| poard. 

with mucie by Weber, and Rimsky- 

Korsakoff’s ‘Caprice Espagnol.’ 
‘Serenade’ was adequate but 


(10) the troupe gave} 


Carlo Morelli, baritone of the Met, 
(12), 


no | 


more so, being mildly sensual in|} W4S. in excellent voice Sunday 
quality, based on no particular! ¢xhibiting a fine legato and mezza 
i\theme but rather a pattern of move- | VOC®- His breath control was tops 
ment. Story, or what passes for the | and his flexibility was of a kind 
|story, apparently involves the fail- | Sel om heard these days. The voice, 
ure of a gal to get her man or men,|@ little dry at the start, became 
as the e2se may be, since the pre-| Warmer and more luscious as the 
miere danseuse never makes the| ©V€M!ng progressed. His singing of 
grade with those upon whom her | Nemico della patria’ from ‘Andrea 
fancy alithts. ‘The Nutcracker Suite’ | Chenier’ was the high point, while 
continues, as ever, to be the charm- ‘Madrigal Espanol’ and ‘E!] Guitarrico 
n? f nt: vy of a child’s journey | were top for the Spanish group 
through fairyland. The ballet was in Four encores were sung. 
ton form, and costumes, scenery, set-| 2 
tings, etc., were knockout ‘Spectre | Maxim Schapiro, Russian pianist, 
de la Rose’ is set to Weber’s ‘Invi-| featured works of Milhaud, Handel, 
tetion to the Dance,’ and tells of a| Mozart, Liszt, Chopin, Debussy, 
girl at her first ball. Lastly, ‘Capric- | Albeniz and Medtner Monday night 


(13). He displayed exce!'!ent techni- 
cal background and a_ prodigal 
technique, but his program in some 
respects was not sufficiently varied 
to bring forth all the gifts with which 
he is apparently endowed. Further 
| Tochaikovsky; it’s the third act of the hearings in more massive composi- 
| Russien composer’s ballet ‘Swan | ons would probably disclose the 
iLake.’ Settings and costumes by | Mature abilities which he most prob- 
|Eugene Dunkel were excellent and |@bly possesses. 

the choreography by Alexandra mii 


ee a fly peg Rac Bi B eos women Stevens-Steber to Do 
‘Hansel’ for Met on Xmas 


cio Esvagnol,” also a standby of the 
Ballet Russe, was presented with ex- | 
otic charm and dramatic fire, 
Feaiure of the Monday (13) per- 
| formance was the first presentation 
in America of ‘The Magic Swan’ by 





| dancing of Tamara Toumanova and 
Igor Youskevitch as the prince and 
nrincess. Supporting ballets were 
‘Rouge et Noir,” with music by 
|Shostakovitch. and ‘Vienna—1814.’ 
music by Weber. In voth, perform- 





Metropolitan Opera Co. will pre- 





5 OR aes RS. ‘ sent ‘Hansel and Gretel’ with Rise 
7 ance was 2,600 for gross of Stevens and Eleanor Steber on 
$4,000. The attendance for seven per- Christmas Da 

form=nces closing Monday (13), bce ae yn sa beet af 
| 21,000, drew $35000, according t Performance will be the first © 
| Met b.o. figures. This is the highest | the fairy opera in five years. It was 
jtake for the Ballet Russe since it’s|}ast given with Queena Mario and 
pic-ved at the Met. Editha Fleischer. 
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MILWAUKEE TAXING BOXES 





PUBLIC PAYS 
NEW TAX ON 
DISCS 


Record eompanies are passing on 
to dealers, who in turn are passing 
on to customers, the new 10% excise 
tax on records. And many of the 
dealers, not so fast on arithmetic, are 
in a spin, undecided what to charge 
for various labels because of the 
fractions of cents involved. Most, 


however, have set prices of 37c for 
Decca, Bluebird and Okeh platters, 
and 53c for Victor and Columbia. 

There’s one store in New York, 
however, that’s getting 88c for the 
cheaper labels, which is 1%c more 
than the 1%4c tax passed on by the 
manufacturers—one cent profit that 
he deems a guarantee against any 
possible loss via mistakes. Wool- 
worth’s and other large N.Y. de- 
partment stores have set 37c—three 
for $1.05 on the Deccas, etc. 

In the coin machine field it’s the 
box operator who’s taking the tax 
slap. Distributors are passing it on 
to them and they, of course, have 
no one else to slip it to. 

In adding the tax to wholesale 
prices of their product record com- 
panies are not charging 10%. One 
and three-quarter cents is only 8% 
of 2lc, the wholesale cost of a 35c 
disc, That’s because the government 
is not collecting on the wholesale 
price, but on the cost of manufac- 
turing a record. The 50c sides, of 
course, increased likewise. Whereas 
they were 30c, they’re now 32%4c. 

Many stores are already fed up 
with bothering with the tax, es- 
pecially with old customers, and are 
absorbing the levy themselves, 


Sonny Dunham Members 
Latest Victims in Road 
Accident on Dance Jump 











Add four musicians and Carol Kay, 
vocalist, all with Sonny Dunham’s 
band, to the list of casualties via auto 
smashes. Five were all injured about 
a week ago when the car they were 
riding skidded and smacked another 
head-on near Mahanoy City, Pa. 
Band was playing that night at 
Lakeside Park. 

Besides Miss Kay, who was cut up 
and bruised enough to keep her out 
of the band since the crash, Fred 
Otis, Guy McReynolds, Hal Smith, 
all sax players, and Tony Bastien, 
driver, were hurt. 


RAYMOND SCOTT INTO 
BRUNSWICK, BOSTON 











Raymond Scott band begins its 
first eastern location in about a year 
Oct. 24. Set for four weeks at | 
Brunswick hotel, Boston, replacing | 
Ella Fitzgerald. 

Band is ‘cupsenity in the midwest. 





Wallerstein to Coast 





Ted Wallerstein, president of Co- 
lumbia Records, flew to the Coast 
Sunday (12). Trip is a combination 
vacation and look-over of the Coast 
plant, etc. 

Expects to be gone about three 
weeks, 


Chick Floyd’s Own Group 


Chick Floyd, ex-player of one of 
the Leighton Noble band’s two pi- 
anos, is in New York currently re- 
hearsing a band of his own. When 
he left Noble, Edith Caldw ell, Floyd’s 
wife and Noble’s vocalist, came with 
him. She’s singing with the new 
crew, 

Outfit consists of four brass, four 
Sax, three rhyth 1, with Floyd’s pi- 
ano at the head. Outfit will be han- 








dled by MCA. 





Dance to Symphony 





Minneapolis, Oct. 14. 

WLB, University of Minnesota 
non-commercial station, this 
week will afford students an op- 
portunity to dance to the music 
of the Minneapolis Symphony 
orchestra. The station is broad- 
casting a symphony orchestra 
program of waltzes and polkas 
from the University auditorium 
ballroom. 

Students attending will be in- 
vited to trip the light fantastic 
during it. 


TED COTTS TEST 
POTPOURRI FOR 
RCA VICTOR 


RCA-Victor rearranges its half 
hour . nightly local program on 
WEAF, N. Y., beginning tonight 
(Wed.). Initial 15 minute news pe- 
riod, 11-11:15 p.m., will be retained 
but the remainder of the show will 
be given over to Ted Cott’s ‘Sound- 
ing Board,’ an interlude of news, an- 
ecdotes, etc., about Victor artists. 
Cott formerly conducted ‘So You 
Think You Know Music,’ sponsored 
by Schaefer’s Beer on CBS. 

Cott’s end of the program, how- 
ever, is on a test basis. If it has 
clicked enough to remain after four 
weeks Victor intends transcribing it 
to spread it around the country on 
other outlets. The straight music 
that Cott replaces, titled ‘Music You 
Want,’ delivered from Victor Red 
Seal records, is now a local show in 
other cities. 

Initial show tonight will have a 
round table discussion of music with 
Cott, Arthur Fiedler, conductor of 
Boston Pops Orchestra; Jesus San- 
Roma, pianist, and Charles O’Con- 
nell, head of Victor’s Red Seal Art- 
ists and Reportoire. 











Caravan Opens Nov. 3 


Opening of RCA-Victor’s ‘Dance 
Caravan’ has been shifted from 
Cleveland to Detroit. First date, 


with Tommy Dorsey and Shep Fields’ 
bands, will be at the Masonic Temple 
there Nov. 3-4. Rest of the itin- 
erary is as follows: 

Nov. 5-9, Aud., 
Lakeside Park, Dayton, O.; 11-12, 
Aud., Columbus, O.; 13-14, Music 
Hall, Cincinnati; 15, Manufacturers’ 
State Fair Grounds, Indianapolis; 16, 
Armory, Louisville, Ky. 


Cleveland: 10, 





BENNY VS. GLENN 


Goodman and Miller Battling In 
Adjacent N.Y. Hotels 





Much trade interest in the battle 
for supper business being staged by 
Glenn Miller’s band at the Pennsyl- 


|v vania hotel’s Cafe Rouge and Benny 


Goodman’s bunch nearby at the Ter- 
lrace Room of the New Yorker, N.Y. 


No comparison can be made on the 
full week because Goodman opened 
Thursday (9), while Miller opened 
the previous Monday (6). However, 
on the final three days of the week 


Miller had an edge on Goodman, 
despite the fact that the latter’s 
Saturday (11) biz was the second | 


largest the Terrace Room has ever | 


done. 

Miller’s covers Friday and Satur- 
day were 481 and 661, totaling 1,142; 
same two nights Goodman had 364 
and 577, totaling 941. Miller’s open- 
ing night total was 476, while Good- 
man’s was 322. Terrace Room, in 
addition to Goodman, has an Ice 
Show. Miller has no floor show ex- 
cept one dance act used once during 
the dinner session. 


Vaughn Monroe, in whom there is 
also a lot of interest, is out of the 
class of the other two bands. Monroe 
drew a total of 821 covers on the 
week, pulling 173 and 361 Fri.-Sat. 
(10-11), which in itself, however, is 
good biz for the Commodore hotel’s 
out-of-the-way Century Room. 


aa 


‘DOES $0 AFTER 
AFM STATE MEET 


Petrillo Representative 
Steams Up Wisconsin Staze 
Convention That Mechani- 
cals Are Cutting In on 
Musician Employment 





—_—__ 


STIFF ORDINANCE 





Milwaukee, Oct. 14. 

Following the state convention of 
the Wisconsin Musicians’ association 
this past week in Manitowoc where 
E. J. Parker, of Dallas, member of 
the national board of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians, em- 
phasized the importance of war on 
the jukeboxes, the Milwaukee dele- 
gation returned home and went to 
work. Friday afternoon the com- 
mon council joint judiciary and li- 
censing committee agreed upon a 
new ordinance hailed as a triumph 
for the musicians and a tough blow 
for the owners and operators of 
the music machines. 

Parker, who was sent to the Wis- 
consin convention by James C. 
Petrillo, AFM president, disclosed 
that the national board had just 
spent an entire week discussing the 
jukebox situation and making plans 
for combating what has admittedly 
become an increasingly dangerous 
menace to musicians. Parker said 
he was unable at this time to reveal 
details of the campaign being out- 
lined, but the implication was that 
drastic and far-reaching measures 
would be taken to bring the situa- 
tion under control. 

Dahistrand’s View 

‘We could put a hundred more 
musicians to work right here in the 
Milwaukee area if it weren’t for the 
jukeboxes,’:said Vollmer Dahlstrand, 
head of Local No. 8, who was re- 
elected last week as president of the 
State association. ‘We'll fight the 
jukeboxes to the last ditch and bring 
on all the pressure we can summon 
to attain our ends. After all, music 
is our bread and butter; we're or- 
ganized to keep our members em- 
ployed, and we'll do everything we 
can to supplant machines with live 
| talent.’ 

(Besides again choosing Dahl- 
we as their chief, the Wisconsin 
association elected Ervin Sorenson, 
Racine, as vice-president; W. Clay- 
j ton Dow, Racine, secretary, and An- 
ton Vandenberg, Green Bay, as 
treasurer. Wisconsin Rapids was 
awarded the 1942 spring confer- 
ence. ) 

Under the ordinance agreed upon 
Friday for adoption by the Milwau- 
kee common council, all coin ma- 
chines are taxed or licensed on a 
diversified scale, depending upon the 
| take of the various devices, but it 
was upon the sound reproducing 
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centered, provision being made that 


| licenses may be revoked for any 
violation of the law, no matter how 
slight, even for permitting music 
after specified hours. In many night 
spots, even where live talent has 
been employed up to closing time, it 
has been the practice to use the 
jukeboxes, turned down low, for the 
| late crowds. 

| Jukeboxes will be licensed at $20 | 
each, plus $50 for the distributor’s 


| first 49 machines, and $50 for each 
additional 50 machines. In addition, 
there will be a $2 premises permit 
for each music or amusement ma- 
chine, thus fixing responsibility for 
the lawful operation of the device 
upon the person in charge of the lo- 
cation. No vulgarisms or obscenities 
may be offered by any machine, and 
penalties for violation range up to 
$560 or jail sentences, or both. 


Count Basie Into Strand 


Count Basie band gets its first shot | 
at a Broadway theatre in couple 
years next month. Starts two-week 
stand at the New York Strand 
Nov. 6. 

Outfit is currently at Cafe Society 
Uptown, N. Y 











Box Ops Hop 


Annual dinner of the Auto- 
matic Phonograph Operators 
Association of New York takes 
place at the Waldorf-Astoria ho- 
tel, N. Y., Oct. 25. Recording 
companies are busy rounding up 
leaders, singers, etc. to make 
guest appearances for the coin * 
box owners. 

Tommy Tucker band may play 
for dancing. It’s not been set. 


SHAW DOESN'T 
WANNA WORK 
T00 HARD 











Artie Shaw passed up both the 
Paramount and Strand theatres, New 
York, generally rated as the top 
band-vaude theatres in the country, 
for one week at the Loew’s State 
theatre, N. Y., Dec. 11. 


Reason for Shaw’s stand at the 
State instead of either one of the 
other houses is (1) he had no more 
than a week open at that time, and 
(2) he doesn’t want to sit down in 
one spot more than a week because 
he wants days off every so often 
(on one-nighters he won’t work 
more than five days out of seven). 

What’s not been menticned, but 
which was discussed by his handlers 
and is probably the factor in the 
booking, is that the 32-piece Shaw 
crew would be a difficult problem 
to handle for the pit elevator meth- 
ods of presentation at both Strand 
and Paramount. 


C. L. Fischer, Kalamazoo, 
Celebrates 40 Years As 


A Dance Music Maestro 


Kalamazoo, Mich., Oct. 14. 
Charles L. Fischer, local maestro, 





in the band business. He and 10 men 


| played an engagement at the Pan-| 


American Exposition in Buffalo. The 
booking ran five months. 

E. M. Statler, the hotelier, 
spotted them into his first big propo- 
sition, the Outside Inn, 


Expo in Buffalo. 


KYSER RENAMES GIRLS 


Trudy Erwin and Dorothy Dunn 


Emerge With Orchestra 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 


make one 
many pe sing- 
| ers he auditioned for the vocal spot 
|with the band vacated by Ginny 
Simms, so he’s taking along two for 
his eight-week stand in New York. 
They are Trudy Erwin, formerly 
Ginny Erwin of Kraft’s Music Maids, 
and Dorothy Dunn, more recently 
Dorothy Pranden of Chuck Foster’s 
band. Miss Simms now has her own 
program for Kleenex and a contract 
at RKO that calls for a leading lady- 
ship in pictures, 

Kyser’s crew pulled out for the 
east after last week’s broadcast, fol- 
| lowed on Sunday by Kyser, Admiral 
Ed Cashman, George Duning and 





Kay Kyser 


choice among the 


coul dn’t 


| 





| Lyle Thayer. While east the ma- 
'estro will consult with George 
| Washington Hill of American To- 
bacco (Luckies) and make known 


his desire to anchor ‘Kollege of Mu- | 


sical Knowledge’ in Hollywood. 


is celebrating his 40th SENAVOTIREY | 


_| ners, 





eat 


which was | 
just outside the main gate of the | guardian 


| 


| ber 


Would Treasury Crack Down For 
Retroactive Collections If Theatres 
Accept Form B?—WB Asks Info 


4 





Enforcement of the American Fed- 
eration of Musician’s Form B con- 
tract which contain the much dis- 
puted clause on social security tax 
payments has been temporarily de- 
ferred. The AFM, it was disclosed 
yesatrday (Tuesday), is marking time 
on the issue until counsel for the 
Warner Bros. circuit had obtained an 
opinion from the internal revenue 
bureau on the question as to 
whether, if it accepted the Form B 
agreement, the theatre operator 
would be held responsible for social 
security back payments, 

In making the approach in Wash- 
ington, Warners acted for itself, but 
it is understood that the action of 
other circuits on the social security 
situation will be likewise determined 
by the revenue bureau’s answer. 


Involved in these back payments 
are taxes dating as far back as 1937, 
For the three majer circuits, War- 
Paramount and Loew, this 
would entail lump contributions to 
the U. S. exchequer of as much as 
$250,000, covering organized bands 
of every description that have played 
their houses from ‘when the social 
security law became operative to 
date. 

It is understood that the circuits 
would not be so loath to adopt the 
Form B contract and thereby obli- 
gate themselves for social security 
payments in the future if they were 
not faced with the retroactive enore 
mity of the liability. 


Former Tenants’ Rep Is 
Reason for Famous Door’s 
Nightly Payoff to Kirk 


Due to the reputation left by its 
former owners, the Famous Door, 
New York, is paying its band off 
nightly, by order of New York local 
802, of the AFM. Members of Andy 
Kirk’s band, current at the spot, get 
their salary in daily doses. Outfit 
closes next week (22) . 

Though the union was advised at 
the time the Door reopened several 
weeks ago that it was being operated 
by an entirely different set of own- 
ers, the union apparently wasn’t tak- 
ing any chances that the present 
setup wasn’t acting as a front for the 
old regime. Hence the nightly pay- 
off decree. 


WALKS ON BOSS WHO 
IS ALSO HIS GUARDIAN 


Sonny Dunham’s position as legal 
of Corky Corkoran, 16- 
| year-old sax player, apparently isn’t 
enough to hold the latter as a mem- 
of Dunham’s band. Despite a 











|contract between the two Corkoran 


| leader, 





notice that he will join 
Harry James’ band Oct. 23 at the 
Lincoln hotel, New York. Dunham, 
however, says he won’t go until the 
$460 the player owes him is paid. 


has given 


Dunham brought. Corkoran east 
from California about a year ago. 
3ecause he was under age, the 


with the consent of Corko- 
ran’s parents, of course, was made 
his guardian. Since he’s rated above 
ordinary as a tenor a number of 
other leaders have tried taking 
Corkoran from Dunham in the past, 
but up to now all were more or less 
stymied by the guardian angle. 


Stuart Allen Bankrupt 


Stuart Allen, filed a voluntary pe- 
tition of bankruptcy in the N. Y. 
federal court Friday (10), listing $3,- 
182 in liabilities and $100 in assets, 
Singer is employed at WMCA, N.Y. 
Petition was filed under his right 
name of Albert Ross. 

Among creditors are Richard Hime 
ber, $40; and the Frederick Broa 
Music Corp., $100. 
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Kaye Hefty $23,000 in Philly; Cugat, 
$51,000, Savitt, $34,000, N.Y. Clicks, 
Lunceford-Bojangles, 22G in Pitt 


ppceitinishos mao 
| 


Dancing for Own Sake 





(Estimates for This Week) | 
Xavier Cugat, New York — (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99) — With 
*Hold Back Dawn’ (Par), Concluded 
second powerful week last night 
(Tues.) at $51,009, following initial 
seven days take of $62,000, immense. 
Stageshow offering good support for 
‘Dawn,’ a hit picture. Begins third 
(final) week this morning (Wed.). 
Johnay ‘Scat’ Davis, Omaha (Or- 


Bachelor” (M-C Stage and. sere MEN DRAFTED, MELLON 
lly credited for good $14,500. 
equally creuited t oc GIVES UP BAND BIZ 


Shep Fields, Te}edo—( Rivoli; 2,500: | 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. 


39-55) with ‘My Life with Caroline’ 
(RKO) and vaude. Good combina- | 
Sew Setaling satistactery Si6a00 wer The draft was too much for Earl 
the week, Heid K City | Mellen, local boy who was hailed 
eid? anene ie — we ee 
( conen, oe - q oe en ith ‘Pitt around here a couple of years ago 
rer: 9: 10-30-5 vii ts- | . : : a 
Moi gg (nm >) A ‘c nbo | 25 22 up-and-coming maestro. Afier 
F } + scree I . ° “eT 
- Billy C cng Bra Sieuai* “oreh | Half a dozen of his musicians had 
; t i 4 aeeade 15.000 here = | gore into the army, one by one, Mel- 
- de i alidien: Philedeichis | jen decided to disband while playing 
2 ‘ 1 < . . . s , 
Pca crm 768: 25-46-57 &8 75) with |'2 Kansas Ci‘y. May try again when 
caldrich rade Pe nefte nt (Par) Get \the days of interference by Uncle 
rg geo ge alg Pte ate) 
ty $23,000. with the ‘Swing|~“." *. ae : 
pore aaa Xgge on getting the|, In the meantime, Mellen himself 
ye agp again Rigg is keeping as far away from music 
bulk of the credit for the draw. o , Bava 
Ted Lewis. Pocton—(RKO Boston; | #5 possibie. He's now a jewelry 
3,200: 30-25-44-55-°) with ‘Sing An- salesman in Chicago. 
other Chorus’ (U) on screen. Onened | 


to good steady trade and built uv . $ av 
over weekend end holiday to $19,000 | Spitalny Singer Div orced 
By Maestro Herbert Cook 


pace. 

Jimmie Lunceford. Pittsburgh — 
(Stanley; 3.800; 25-40-60) with Bill) Divorce was granted last week to 
Robinson and ‘Married Bachelor’; Herbert Cook, Kansas City band- 
(M-G). Headine for swell $22.000. | leader, from Francis Cook, member 
best WB delvxer has done in last | of the ‘Three Little Words’ trio with 
several weeks. Lunceford moving} Phil Spitalny's all-girl orchestra. 
ahead fast. but he'll have to share| Couple were married in 1940 and 
some of the credit with Bojangles,| were together until early last 
who’s always been a big draw, year, when Mrs. Cook joined Spit- 
locally. Picture’s helping, too. | alny’s band. 

Ozzie Nelson. Los Angeles—(Or-| He’s currently leading another all- 
pheum: 2.200: 70-44-55). Band fea-| girl band in the west. 


tured over ‘The Pittsburgh Kid’ 
NAB CLINT BREWER 


(Rep) and ‘Rags to Riches’ (Rep). 
Sbould do fair $8 200. 

Negro Arranger Under Arrest on 
| Murder Charge 





Youngstown, Oct. 14 
The Esquire Bar here is a 
misnomer. It sells no liquor. But 
the customers love to dance and 
keep it up to 5 a.m. 
Johnny Sparrow colored or- 
chestra is current. 

















Fave, 











Louis Prima, Brooklyn—(Strand; 
2.800: 30-40-50-55) with ‘Doctors 
Won't Tell’ (Rep). Picture doesn’t 


mean a thing. so band accounts for : 
ny r. : . ‘ y, S. C., nabbed 
most of mild $11,500 gathered in| Police of Gaffney, S. C ‘ 


four days. | Clint Brewer, arranger, who had been 
Jen Savitt. New York — (Strand; | Suspected of murdering a colored 
2756: 35-55-75-85-99). With ‘Maltese woman companion in the north 
Falcon’ (WB) on screen. In second | Couple weeks ago. He admitted the 
(final) week and holding up very | Charge after his capture. Brewer is 
well at $34,000: first week was, the chap who studied music while in 
$38,500. Not holcing, since ‘Sergeant | the clink and wound up writing 
York’ (WB) and Phi! Spitalny, were | Some stuff which was accepied and 
set for Friday (17) some time ago. recorded by Count Basie, factors that 
Jay Whidden, Los Angeles—(Para- | Were instrumental in getting him pa- 
mount; 3,595; 30-44-55-75). Third roled couple months ago from a New 
week of ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par) | Jersey life sentence for another mur- 
and ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par) and| der. He goes on trial in New York 
stage sho w. Figures for mild $12,000, | in a couple weeks. 
| While Brewer was being hunted by 
—————— cops for the second, a knifing job, 
Count Basie was surrounded at all 




















p ___- 
° | 
times by cops who figured to nab | 
Brewer if he contacted the leader 
for getaway money, Basie is now at 


Cafe Society Uptown, N.Y. 





Resumes Name Bands 


Schenectady, Oct. 14. 
Name bands are again being 
booked one night a week at the 
State Armory in North Adams, 
Mass., their appearance being adver- 


DORSEY 


and His Orchestra 


Featuring BOB EBERLY 
and HELEN O’CONNELT!I 





PALLADIUM tised in newspapers within a 50- 
eee sy mile radius. 


Sonny Dunham’s orchestra played 
DECCA RECORDS |the stand last Thursday (9), while 
| Bobby Byrnes’ unit did so the pre- 
Personal Management — BILL BURTON) vious week. 


























Band Bookings 


Charlie Spivak, Nov. 1, U. of Min- 
nesota, Minneapolis; 2, Rink B., Wau- 
| kegan, Ill.; 4, Yankee Lake, Brook- 

field, O.; 5, Masonic Temple, Scran- 
ton, Pa.; 7-8, U. of Virginia, Char- 
lottesville, Va.; 10, Lee Theatre, 
Roanoke, Va.; 11, Armory, Ports- 
mouth, Va.; 12, Empire B., Allentown, 
Pa. 

Bill Bardo, Nov. 3, four weeks, 
Commodore Perry hotel, Toledo. 

Cab Calloway, Nov. 14, three weeks, 
New Kenmore hotel, Albany. 

Al Donahue, Oct. 23, Central the- 
atre, Passaic, N. J. 

Artie Shaw, Nov. 8, State Fair 
Grounds, Detroit; 14, week, Earle 
theatre, Philadelphia: 27-30, State T., 
Hartford: Dec. 4-7, Met theatre, 
Providence, R. I. 11, State theatre, 
New York. 

Johnny Long, Oct. 20, Ritz B., 
Pottsville, Pa.; 21, Ritz theatre, New- 
burgh: Nov. 20, week, Earle theatre, 
Washington, D. C.; 28, Earle theatre, 
Philadelphia; Dec. 5, Stanley theatre, 
Pittsburgh; Dec. 12-Jan. 8, Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 

Johnny McGee, Nov. 5-9, Greystone 
B., Detroit. 

Lani McIntire, Nov. 3, Club Lido, 
South Bend, Ind.; Dec. 1, six weeks, 
Continental Grove, Akron, O. 

Sonny Dunhem, Oct. 23, WU. of 
South Carolina, Columbia; 24-25,U. 
of Florida, Gainseville; 31, Elmira 
College, Elmira, N. Y.: Nov. 14-15, 
Citadel, Charleston, S. C. 

Freddie Fischer, Nov. 13, indef., 
Happy Hour C., Minneapolis. 

Gene Krupa, Nov. 7, Lafayette U., 
Easton, Pa.; 8, RPI, Troy, N. Y.; 19, 
Police hop, Boston Garden, Mass.; 
29, Sunnybrook B., Pottstown, Pa. 

Isham Jones, Oct. 26, two weeks, 
New Kenmore hotel, Albany. 

Tommy Tucker, Oct. 30, Fire Dept., 
Natic, Mass.; 31, Rutgers, New Bruns- 
wick, N. J.; Nov. 1, West Point hop, 
Astor hotel, N. Y. 

Charlie Barnet, Nov. 21, week, 
Apollo theatre, New York, Dec. 4, 
Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn; 12, Wind- 
sor theatre, Bronx. 

Jack Teagarden, Oct. 16, week, 
Ceniral theatre, Passaic, N. J.; week, 
Casa Loma B., St. Louis. 

Will Osborne, Oct. 17, four weeks, 
Palladium B., Chicago, 

Joe Venuti, Nov. 28, week, Para- 
mount theatre, Toledo; Dec. 5, week, 
Shubert theatre, Cincinnati; 12, RKO 
theatre, Columbus, O.; 31, three 
weeks, Peabody hotel, Memphis. 

Mills Bros., Oct. 17, week, Royal 
theatre, Baltimore; 24, week, RKO 
Boston theatre, Boston; 31, week, 
Earle theatre, Philadelphia. 

Charlie Spivak, 24, Purdue U.,, 
Lafayette, Ind.; 25, Armory, Rock- 
ford, Ill.; 26, Coliseum, Beneld, IIL: 
27, Tower B., Pittsburg, Kan.; 28, 
Forum, Wichita; 29, Aud., Junction 
City, Kan.; 30, Pla-Mor B., Kansas 
City; 31, Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, 
Neb. 

Raymond Scott, Oct. 16, Manes the- 
atre, Uniontown, Pa.: 17, Oakwood 
iC. C.. Cleveland; 18, Waldemere 
| Park, Erie, Pa.; 19, Majestic theatre, 
Hornel, N. Y. 

Herbie Kay, Oct. 17-20, Paramount 
theatre, Des Moines; 21-22, Laramar 
B., Fort Dodge, Ia.; 24-27, Paramount 
theatre, Waterloo, Ia.; 28, Cecil the- 
atre, Mason City, Ia.: 29-30, Collegian 
theatre, Ames, Ia.; Nov. 4-5, Ingrid 
theatre, Iowa City; 14, week, 
Orpheum theatre, Omaha, 

Alvino Rey, Oct. 28-Nov. 24, Palla- 
dium B., Hollywood. 

George ‘Pee-Wee’ Erwin, Oct. 16, 
Roseland B., Claremont, N. H.: 17, 
Mt. Holyoke C., South Hadley, Mass.; 
| 18, Ricker Gardens, Portland, Me.; 19, 
| Hamilton Park Casino, Waterbury, 
| Mass. 

Frankie Masters, Oct 
Peabody Hotel, Memphis. 











31-Nov. 20, 

















THANK YOU, BERMUDA, | 


for singling out 


AY GORRELL 


and His ORCHESTRA 


with the distinction of playing your first 


R.A.F. BALL and CABARET 
and UNITED ARTS FESTIVAL 
AT THE BERMUDIANA HOTEL, HAMILTON, BERMUDA 
OCT. 31 THROUGH NOV. 7 


Management: DELBRIDGE and GORRELL 
301 Fox Theatre Bidg., Detroit, Mich. 
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| On the Upbeat 
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Alvino Rey band booked for four 
| weeks at the Palladium B., Holly- 
| wood, opening Oct. 28. 





| Les Rees out as road manager of 
| Bobby Byrne. Temporarily replaced 
by Frank Hanshaw from General 
Amusement Corp. 





Muriel Lane, ex-Woody Herman 
| vocalist, joined Ray Noble. 





Ozzie Nelson band signed to Wm. 
Morris agency. 





Ronnie Perry, tenor sax, replaced 
Harry Davis; Zeb Julian vice Barry 
Galbraith; Buddy Bastien, bass, re- 
| placing Wilbur Hoffman, with Teddy 
| Powell at Rustic Cabin, Englewood 
(Continued on-page- 55) 
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; Cab Calloway recently did $1,950. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) : 





Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 


Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin*..... Waldorf (325; $1-$1.50)...... a vekan on 1,350 2,375 
Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 0 1,275 1,275 
Harry James...... Lincoln (200; 75c-$1)......... coccee 4 725 3,375 
Art Jarrett*.......Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)....:..:..... 2 475 1,300 
Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 26 1,425 34,725 
Glenn Miller ....Pennsylvania (450; 75c-$1).......... 1 2,175 2,175 
Vaughn Monroe"*....Commodovre (400; 75c-$1)..... wate = 825 1,775 





*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. }~ Three days. 


Chicago 

Les Brown (Biackhawk, 400; $1.25 min.). Brown has caught on sharply 
here, which caters primarily to the younger trade. With big WGN build. 
up, band looks ripe for big things; fine 3,800 last week. 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House, 600, $3-$3.50 supper min.), 
Williams has developed a class following and is ideal for this room. Keep- 
ing business at a splendid level; 4,800 last week. 

Lou Breese (Chez Paree, 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). With Joe E. Lewis in 
floor show, spot is getting strong play. Breese and Lewis are great fa- 
vorites in this place and going great guns, last week 5,500. 

Will Bradley (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman, 700; $1-$2.50 min.). Brad. 
ley having a tough time here. Plenty of white space during the week 
nights indicated by mild total of 3,400 customers in this big room, 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.), 
is an established name here. Held room to fine 2,200 last week. 

Del Courtney (Continental Room, Hotel Stevens, 350; $1-$2 min.). South 
of the loop and in a room where it’s strictly up to the band, Courtney 
is doing a good job. Last week pulled 2,200 people. 


Kassel 





Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Closed a 10-month run 
Sunday (12), longest in eight years at this class grotto. Final week slightly 
under his average of 2,500 a week. Ray Noble in Tuesday (14). 

Carl Ravazza (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum, $1-$1.50). Getting share of the 
Friday-Saturday biz but off on the other nights; 3,500 for the week. Foot- 
ball parties helping. 

Gene Krupa (Palladium; 6,000; 55c-83c). Drummer boy has a drag with 
the cats but they’re not turning out in the numbers expected; 11,500 leg 
shakers on the week. Jimmy Dorsey in for two weeks beginning Tues- 
day (14), 

Clyde McCoy (Trianon, South Gate; 1,200; 40c-55c). On the sugary side 
with 6,000 on the week. Music well liked and band thriving on lip service. 

Ted Weems (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,000; 55c). If this crew could 
keep up its Saturday night gait it would score way beyond the 5,500 the 
count shows. Mid-week continues way off. 


Hawkins, Hudson Strong on 1-Niters; 
Byrne, Fair, Hutton N.S.G. In Omaha 


(Estimates) drawing 18,200 at $1.45 couple for 
Bobby Byrne (Lakewood Park, | strong $13,195. Stays until Dec. 1. 
Mahanoy City, Pa., Oct. 5). Fair 700 | Jack Teagarden (Aud., Webster, 
hoppers showed up to catch Byrne! Mass., Oct. 12). Good total of 1,500 
at 75c. turned out for Teagarden and vaude 
Sonny Dunham (Ritz B., Bridge- at 85c. 
port, Conn., Oct. 5). Dunham pulled Artie Shaw (Trianon B., Toledo, 
just fair here; 1,054 at 75c. At State|O., Oct. 10). At $1.50 apiece Shaw 
Armory, North Adams, Mass., Oct. 9, | drew good 1,500 for $2,250. 


outfit played to a mediocre 510 at 
99c. 


Dean Hudson (K. of C. Ball, King- | 
and HIS ORCHESTRA 























ston, N. Y., Oct. 10). Hudson played 
to a strong crowd of 2,156 people 
at $1.50 per, topping Russ Morgan 
at last year’s hop by 400. Band 
clicked, according to management. 
Erskine Hawkins (Dreamland B., 
Omaha, Neb., Oct. 9). Hawkins | 
jammed ’em in, pulling great 1,120 


at 90c for $1,008. 

Ina Ray Hutton (Peony Park B., Now at the 
Omaha, Neb., Oct. 10). Though al- Edgewater Beach Hotel 
ways a strong theatre draw here, J 
Miss Hutton’s band failed at Peony; Chicago 
400 dancers paid $300 at average Management 


(Ic, WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Tommy Tucker (Bardavon theatre, 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Oct. 9). Tucker 
packed this 1,450-seat house with 
$2,100 worth of biz in four shows ai 
44c-75e. Second best mark at spot; 
Tommy Dorsey drew $2,300, but in 
five shows against Tucker’s four. 






























DICK 
ROGERS 


And His Orchestra 
CURRENTLY AT 
ROSELAND, NEW YORK 


Broadcasting Coast to Coast 
NBC NETWORK 


Dick Stabile (Lakewood Park, 
Mahanoy City, Pa. Oct. 9). At- 
tendance ran bit below 500 at 75c. 

Van Alexander (Brookline C., 
Phila, Oct. 9). Low mark since 
spot opened; paltry 200 at 85c head. 

Mitchell Ayres (Arena, New Ha- 
ven, Conn., Oct. 12). Ayres and 
Inkspots pulled very good 8,500 mat 
and evening at 40c to $1.10. 

Glen Gray (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., Oct. 6-11). Gray 
maintained pace of first two weeks 


am 
COLUMBIA OKEH RECORDS 
MUZAK TRANSCRIPTIONS 
Per. Dir.: HARRY A. ROMM 
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‘Music with the STRONG Appeal’ 


BOB STRONG 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Misi 3 — UNCLE WALTER'S DOG HOUSE 


NBC-RED 





Management: M.C.A, 
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ASCAP-Haters Stage Rally 





Question of whether peace is to prevail soon between ASCAP and 
radio now depends on the success that NBC and Columbia achieve in 
meetings on this and other radio issues with affiliated stations at the 


Drake hotel in Chicago (today). 


If the assembled broadcasters vote 


to go along the networks on the ASCAP proposition there is a good 
chance of contracts being consummated with ASCAP this week and 
ASCAP music being resumed on the NBC-CBS facilities next week. 
If the opposition from a comparatively small but determined band of 
recalcitrants is not overcome by the networks, NBC and CBS will be 
faced by the alternative of letting the matter drag on indefinitely or 
signaturing a contract anyway with the hope that the opposition will 
crumble gradually and thereby permit the networks to recover the 
stations’ share ot the ASCAP fees which had meanwhile accumulated. 

The leaders of an anti-network contingent, calling itself the Major 
Markets Group, which opened its own organization meeting in Chicago 


yesterday (Tuesday), 


figure as the toughest anti-ASCAPites 


with 


which NBC and Columbia must contend. This group includes Stanley 


Hubbard, of KSTP, St. Louis, 
since last year. 


who has owed $12,000 in license fees 


Further details on the situation prevailing in Chicago are contained 


on page 25. 








Gus Kahn Dies in L. A. at 54 


Prolific Songwriter Was Highly Regarded in Pub- 
lishing Trade as a Craftsman 


,’ 





- 


Gus Kahn, 54, one of the most | ASCAP Double Reverses 


prolific and successful lyrics writers 
in the popular field during the past 
30 years, lied of a heart attack in 
his Beverly Hills, Calif., home Oct. 
8. He was looked up to in the busi- 
ness as a consistently fine craftsman 
and he was able to maintain that 
status regardless of the change in 
melodie idioms or song trends. 

Kahn's outstanding partnership 
was that with Waiter Donaldson. He 
left Chicago about eight years ago 
to establish himself on the Coast as 
collaborator with Donaldson for 
number picture scores. These in- 
cluded ‘Whoopee,’ ‘Kid Millions,’ 
‘Naughty Marietta,’ ‘Flying Down to 
Rio,’ ‘Maytime,’ ‘Rose Marie,’ “Three 
Smart Girls,’ ‘Tanks a Million,’ ‘Girl 
of the Golden West,’ ‘The Bride 
Wore Red,’ ‘Honolulu’ and ‘Bridal 
Suite.” One of his last pictures was 
‘Ziegfeld Girl.’ 

Lonz before his settlement in Hol- 
lywood Kahn had piled up one of the 


richest backlogs of Tin Pan Alley. 
His hits during that phase of his 
career included ‘My Blue Heaven,’ 
‘My Buddy,’ ‘Memories,’ ‘Carolina in 
the Morning,’ ‘Besides a Babbling 
Brook,’ ‘Pretty Baby,’ ‘Yes, Sir, 
That’s My Baby,’ ‘I’m Through with 
Love,’ ‘It Had to Be You,’ ‘Chloe,’ 
and ‘I Wish I Had a*Girl.’ Also 
‘There Ain’t No Maybe in My Baby’s 
Eyes, ‘Mammy,’ ‘How You Gonna 
Keep ’Em Down on the Farm,’ ‘No- 
body’s Sweetheart,’ ‘Josephine,’ ‘Blue 


Venetian Waters’ and ‘Dream a Lit- 
tle Dream of Me.’ 

Kahn was born in Germany, and 
arrived in this country with his par- 
ents when he was five years old. They 
settled down in -Chicago and his 
early jobs included one with a cloth- 


ing manufacturer and another with a 


German newspaper, which he quit 
when he sold his first song. During | 
the heydey of vaudeville he wrote | 
special material for acts and his 
Broadway shows consisted of ‘Whoo- 
pee’ and ‘Music for Madame.’ 

Besides his widow, the former 
Grace Leboy, also a writer, a son, 
Donald, 21, and a daughter, Irene, 


18, survive. Interment was in Forest 
Lawn cemetery, Los Angeles. 


Tucker Into Valley Dale 


Tommy Tucker’s band opens Frank 
aly new Valley Dale, Columbus, 
, Oct. 22. He’s in for five days and 
s followed for four weeks by Bobby 
Byrne. Dailey will buy bands for 
the new spot and for his Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., on one 
contract wherever possible, jumping 
them from one to the other. Tucker 
had already been set for the Jersey 
Spot, opening Nov. 3 for two and a 
half weeks. 
Valley Dale will have CBS and 
Mutual wires. 








Arthur Bergh, formerly with 
Metropolitan Opera and 


checked in at Metro as a com poser. 





|score is from 


| Southern involves only the 


{made by Johnny 








ASCAP set a record for itself 
last week when on a single day, 
Thursday (9), it performed two 
reversals, One was the vetoing 
of the release that had been 
granted non-ASCAP broadcasters 
on the ‘Dumbo’ score. Other 
back somersault had to do with 
the plea of Arthur Schwartz, pro- 
duction writer, for a boost in 
classification from A to AA. 

Within a week after refusing 
to overrule the writers’ classifica- 
tion meeting on Schwartz the 
ASCAP board decided that he 
ought to be in the top-rating 
ranks. Previous vote on Sch- 
wartz’s petition was 12 directors 
against and seven directors in 
favor. It had meanwhile been 
indicated by Schwartz that he 
proposed to take the matter into 
the courts. 








REVEL - GREENE 


SCORE AWAY 
FROM ASCAP 


Hollywood, Oct. 14 
Second RKO songwriting team to 
turn over a filmusical score to South- 





ern Music Co. for immediate avail- 
ability to non-ASCAP broadcasters 


is the partnership of Harry Revel 
and Mort Greene. Their pull-away 
from the ASCAP front followed by 
a few days a similar arrangement 
Burke and Jimmy 
Van Heusen with Ralph Peer, 
of Southern. The Revel-Greene 
‘Four Jacks and a 
Ray Bolger, 
Jr., and June 


Jill,” which features 
Desi Arnez, Eddie Foy, 
Havoc, 

The deal wits 
score of 
on 


Revel-Greene 
‘Four Jacks,’ the last 
their old contract. 
ly signed calls for 
tures. Tunes in ‘Jacks’ 
Your Way and I’ll Go Crazy,’ ‘Kara- 
nina,’ ‘Wherever You Are,’ ‘I’m in 
Good Shape (For the Shape I’m In),’ 
‘I Haven’t a Thing to Wear.’ 


Art Frew Heads Reopened 
Cincy Office of GAC 


General’ Amusement Corp, is re- 
opening its Cincinnati branch, which 
was folded about 14 months ago. Art 
Frew, from the Chieago office, be- 
comes its head man, to handle lo- 
cations, 

Howard Sinnott, heretofore assist- 
ant to Dick Gabbe in the one-night 
department in New York, shifts to 


picture 


four more pic- 
are ‘You Go 





radio, | handle the single date setting. Office | 


gets underway this week. 


prez | 


New deal recent- | 


+ 


WENT TOO FAR 





Herman Starr on Behalf of 
Warners Protests ASCAP 
‘Release’ Favoring Disney 
—Saul Bornstein Hurries 
Back from Florida Health 
Trip to Argue Against 
ASCAP Withdrawal of 


Permission—He’s Nixed 





WASHINGTON LOYAL 


ee 


Broadcast Music moved into 
the ‘Dumbo’ picture yesterday 
(Tuesday) by attempting to take 
up where it left off several 
weeks ago in its negotiation for 
the score with the Disney stu- 


dios. Robert Burton, a BMI 
lawyer, and Harry Engel, BMI’s 
Coast rep, conferred with Gun- 
ther Lessing, Disney counsel and 
v.p. It is understeod that 
Lessing would like to make a 
deal with BMI but so far he 
can't legally get around the re- 
fusal of Ned Washington to sign 
a release. He indicated that 
there wouldn’t be any difficulty 
in getting Irving Berlin, Inc., to 
relinquish the score’s publishing 
rights. 


Saul Bornstein, v.p. and general 
manager of Irving Berlin, Inc., cut 
short his recuperative stay in 
| Florida to appear before a special 
| meeting of the ASCAP board of di- 
rectors yesterday (Tuesday) with 
a request that it reconsider its ac- 
tion against the release of the score 
of Walt Disney’s ‘Dumbo.’ The board 
last Thursday (9) voted that John G. 
Paine, ASCAP general manager, had 
acted beyond the scope of his 
authority when he granted free use 
of the score to brodcasters not hold- 


(Continued on page 38) 
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(Columbia Discs Set Royalty Deal 
For Victor Challenge in So. America 





‘15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week Ending Oct. 11) 





Don't Set World on Fire. .Cherio 


We WE Bi sik bs Seivesdotad Willson 
we Bios a yt . aga Br se 
Til Reveille. ...Melodylane 
WO 6 bd crt ad wocccvk wees Marks 
Doe You Care?.....«. Campbell 
Shepherd's Serenade. .Sheppard 
Tonight We Love...... Maestro 
Blue Champagne.........Encore 
Have to Dream Rest...... Block 
Maria Elena. ...ccssccs Southern 
cs. ef | ee ee a Southern 
I'm a Little Teapot..... Levison 
You Are My Sunshine. .Southern 
City Called Heaven..... Warren 








—_—-— + 





Buenos Aires, Oct. 7. 

Mut to get a greater chunk of the 
market now currently dominated by 
RCA-Victor and also to expand 
sales to non-disc buyers, Columbia 
Recording Corp of the U. S. has com- 
pleted deal with Industrias Electri- 
cas Musicales Odeon of Argentina 
for distribution of the Columbia cata- 
logue in Argentina, Chile, Bolivia, 
Paraguay and Uraguay. Deal, ar- 
ranged by James W. Murray, v. p. 
of Columbia and B. I. Taylor, head 
of Odeon, is strictly a royalty propo- 
sition for the U. S. company. S. A. 
company will pay a minimum guar- 
antee and a fee for each record sold. 
Master shells will be shipped here 
and copies made both in the B. A. 


company. 


g and Santiago, Chile, plants of the 
CALLS ‘YOU & r Although Odeon is owned 100% by 


STEAL ON 1924 
‘NEW MOON’ 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has 
served notice on Meredith Willson, 
as the composer and publisher, and 
Broadcast Music, 
forming rights 





Inc., as the per- 
licensor, that the 
‘You and I,’ is an infringement 
of the tune, ‘New Moon,” which Wal- 
ter Donaldson wrote in 1924. ‘You 
and I’ has led the bestseller list for 
weeks. 

Shapiro-Bernstein bases its claim 
on the allegation that the main 
strain of ‘You and I’ has a close 
melodic affinity to the Donaldson 
number with four bars of the latter 
appearing several times in Willson’s 
composition. S-B acted after it had 
received a letter from Donaldson 
calling attention to the similarity of 
the two melodies. 





|Columbia Graphophone Co, of Eng- 
land its only lines to date have been 
its own and Decca. Columbia Re- 
cording of N. Y. dises will be issued 
under the Columbia labei. Expected 
that list will be half popular and 
half classical with Benny Goodman, 
Xavier Cugat, Eddy Duchin, and Kay 
Keyser featured in the first division 
and Stokowski All-American Youth 
Orchestra (known here via its last 
year tour); John Barbaroli, Andre 


| Kostelanez and Nelson Eddy plugged 





i] 


in the latter. 

Campaign to stress the Columbia 
name will get under way in October 
and English Columbia as well as 
French and other foreign recordings 
under the same label will be intro- 
duced here. Previously only Colum- 
bias retailed locally were those im- 
ported by dealers. 





TIEUP ON ‘SUNDOWN’ 
Mills Music, Inc., has a tieup with 


United Artists on the song, ‘I'll 
Meet You At Sundown,’ in connec- 
tion with the UA release, ‘Sun+« 


down.’ 
The publisher is putting out a spe- 
cial edition of the standard number, 


























Lyrics by 


1619 BROADWAY 








JOHNNY BURKE 


Starring 


QUE CHICA 


Music by 
JIMMY VAN HEUSEN | 


Copies and Orchestrations Now Ready 


SOUTHERN MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., Inc. 


SID LORRAINE, General Professional Manager 
. NEW YORK | 


FIRST 1941 FILM SCORE FREE FOR BROADCASTING 
BY BOTH ASCAP AND BMI 


| “PLAYMATES” 


an RKO Radio Picture Produced and Directed by David Butler 


LICENSED STATIONS 


KAY KYSER 


featuring the following songs 


HUMPTY DUMPTY HEART 
HOW LONG DID | DREAM 
THANK YOUR LUCKY STARS AND STRIPES 
ROMEO SMITH AND JULIET JONES 
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Inside Stufl—Music 


Mills Music, Inc., which was the last to bring out a sheet music version 
of the theme from Tschaikowski’s piano concerto No. 1 in B 
hds sold over 20,000 copies of the piece. The Mills piano copy carries 
words by Artie Jones, while on the title page there’s an auto sraphed photo 
of the composer which had been obtained from the N. Y. Russian con- 
sulate. What originally stimulated a call for the melody was its use in 
Warner Bros.’ ‘The Great Lie.’ 





Robbins Music Corp. was the first to re- | 


act to the demand with a piano solo and other firms that soon released | 


piano copies plus lyrics were Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. and Leeds Music 
Corp. SB firm’s version titled, ‘Concerto For Two’ (by Jack Lawrence), 
is also selling well. 

Writers who have tunes in the E. B. Marks catalog have been inquiring 
of the publisher on what basis he proposes to pay them from the $200,000 
a year that he is receiving under his contract with Broadcast Music, Ine. 


that BMI is paying its own writers. 
that this situation will wind up in much litigation for Marks as the ASCAP 
classification for writers is likely to take the position that since Marks 
has been collecting direct from radio on these old tunes they will have to 
take a cut in their (the writers) ASCAP rating and look to Marks for the 
difference in royalties. 





Louella Parsons didn’t lose any time booking RKO’s ‘Four Jacks and a 
Jill’ after the songwriters of the score, Harry Revel and Mort Greene, 
signed the music over to Southern, affiliate of Broadcasting Music, Inc. 
Day after the story broke, she got busy and spotted the picture for her 
Oct. 24 broadcast. First to break the ice, however, on film tunes by ASCAP 
writers was Kay Kyser, who last week unveiled a ditty from the Johnny 
Burke-Jimmy Van Heusen score of his picture, ‘Playmates.’ 

When the Andrews Sisters return to the Broadway Paramount Oct. 22 
for three weeks, it will mark the fourth anniversary of their initial click 
on the strength of their ‘Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen’ recording for Decca. 
This marked the starring teeoff for the femme trio, and Life mag is recog- 
nizing this via a special layout that week, with a backstage hoopla, Sholom 
Secunda, the original (in Yiddish) composer of ‘Bei Mir’ and others par- 
ticipating. 


THE OLD GUARD 
SOMETIMES DOES 
SURRENDER 


Richard Rodgers, who is a leading 
spirit in the new movement among 
ASCAP songsmiths for a rectifica- 
tion of songwriters’ classification, 
east his vote, along with Gus Schir- 
mer and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, in 
favor of Arthur Schwartz’s cause, 
thus finally upping that protesting 
eomposer from Class A to AA. 
Schwartz, who has been battling 
since 1939 for an increased rating, 
had offered statistical proof of radio 

erformances, etc., as evidence of 
the manner in which his works are 
widely used. He may now further 
dispute ASCAP’s claim that any new 
classification is not retroactive. Song- | 
writer doesn’t agree ‘vith that by-| 
law proviso, and hopes to collect ar- ' 
rears for 1939, 1940 and this year. | 

After losi 7-vote— | , 

E losing out on a Aly vote | After ehecking over the plug re- 
one vote more being required—a re- | : 
hearing swung the above-named | Ports for the past weekend which 
three in his favor. Prexy Gene Buck, | Broadcast Music, Inc., had issued, 
who is also a songwriter, but who} ASCAP publishers wondered Mon- 
doesn’t ¥ less re’s ‘ , 

: nibs vote unless theres - tle, | day (13) whether ASCAP wasn’t 
upposedly opposed Schwartz's in- | 3a 
creased rating along with Irving | really back on NBC without the So- 
Caesar, Fred Ahlert, George W.| ciety knowing it. ASCAP tunes 
Meyer, L. Wolfe Gilbert (new on | were included on the Chase & San- 
the board ) and Geoffrey O’Hara.| porn, Phil Spitainy and Fitch shows. 
The board in toto passes on all pro- On C & S it was Ray Noble’s ‘A 
testations of classification. : _ | Little Bit of Blarney,’ while the 

Rodgers is on the writers’ classi-| Fitch Bandwagon had Tommy Dor- 
fication committee along with Ahlert,| sey playing his old themer, ‘I’m 
Caesar, Buck, Hammerstein, Meyer,| Getting Sentimental Over You,’ 
Gilbert, Deems Taylor, Otto Har- | which is controlled by Exclusive 
wach. seroine Kern, Geoffrey O’Hara | Music, Inc, an ASCAP affiliate. 
and Oley Speaks, | Spitalny played some college num- 

Attitude among songwriters is that | bers owned by ASCAP firms after 
other prolific creators, such as Ralph | his 








Art Thorsen’s Attack 


Kansas City, Oct. 14. 

Art Thorsen, advance man for 
Horace Heidt, left Menorah hospital 
here last week after a short confine- 
ment occasioned by a slight heart 
attack. Left to set up dates for the 
Heidt crew on one-nighters in To- 
peka, Kans., St. Joe, Mo., and Quincy, 
Ill., before the aggregation takc. to 
the south for a date, their first, in 
a Memphis theatre and another the- 
atre date in Texas. 

Theatre dates will mark first so- 
journ of Heidt below the Mason and 
Dixon line in a decade and are ex- 
periments testing possibilities in this 
area. 


SOME ASCAP 
MUSIC ALREADY 
ON NBC 














sponsor; General Electric, had 
Rainger (BB class), Nacio Herb| demanded to know of NBC why it 
Brown and Arthur Freed (reduced |} broadcast such music during football 


from AA to A in 1939), Mack Gor- 


games Saturday and barred the use 





don (only Class B, hence his gen-| of the same music by commercials 
eral disgust with the Society), Leo! on Sunday. 

Robin (who collaborated chiefly 

with Rainger, among others), Harry 

Revel, Johnny Mercer, et al, are| Bronislau Kaper, Dave Snell and 


worthy of getting greater recognition |Earl Brent doing the score for the 
in the society than many of the so-| Metro picture, ‘Ballad for Amer- 
called ‘old guard.’ ican.’ 


| mS _ ___—______,___| 


I DONT WANT TO SET 
THE WORLD ON FIRE 


Tommy Tucker—Okeh 6320, Horace Heidt—Columbia 36295 


Gay Lombardo—DECCA 3999 
Ink Spots—DECCA 3987 




















ae Mg et 11291 
che yers—BLUEBIRD 1127 
The Charioteers—OKEH 632 Skinnay Ennis—VICTOR 21386 
Dick Robertson—DECCA 398 Bon Bon—DECCA 3980 

Harlan Leonard—BLUEBIRD 19919 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


NEW YORK CITY HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO 
1585 Broadway 5834 La Mirada Ave, Woods Theatre Bldg. 











| 
| 
| 


ithe ‘Dumbo’ 


| 


lat last 


: : . | Among those leading the attack was 
head aren age hes shother he w er t 1e 2c a performance | 5 “i : 
Marks has not indicated whether he will offer them the 2c a | ance|isarman Starr, who stated that his 
Consensus of opinion in the trade is | 











Cancel Paine’s 


eee Ontinued from page 37 


ing ASCAP 








licenses. Yesterday 


sinor, | (Tuesday) the same board listened 
miner: | to Bornstein’s plea but did nothing 


about it. 

Gene Buck, ASCAP president, is- 
sued the call for yesterday’s (Tues- 
day) special meeting. Bornstein, 
who left for Florida 10 days before 
te recover from an attack of pneu- 
monia. had directed his request for 


la meeting to Buck. 


giving the greenlight to 
music was bitterly as- 
sailed by various publisher-directors 

Thursday’s (9) meeting. 


Paine’s 


employer, Warner Bros., also had 
scores that it was anxious to get out 
for exploitation on NBC and CBS 
but that it had been willing to ex- 
ercise the same restraint as any 
other member of ASCAP. Other 
publishers chimed in on the same 
theme and the move to overrule 
Paine was adopted. 

Paine was not 
‘Dumbo’ discussions. 
asked to defend his 
boardmen having accepted 


present at 
Nor was he 
actions, the 
the ex- 


| planation of one of their group that 
| ‘Bornstein had got to Paine and sold | 


him a bill of goods, At the 
Paine issued the release he declared 
that Bornstein had told him that if 
ASCAP didn’t mate the score avail- 
able to non-ASCAP  broadcasiers 
the music would be turned over by 
Disney to Broadcast Music, Inc. 

Won't Cross the Delaware 


Ned Washington, who wrote the 
‘Dumbo’ tunes, has steadfastly held 
out against their use by broadcasters 
not in the ASCAP fold. Washir 
ton’s adamant stand, according to 
some ASCAP directors, played a de- 
cisive part in their overruling of 
Paine. 

In comparison to the excitement 
caused by the ‘Dumbo’ release the 
reaction of the ASCAP rank and file 
in New York to what has been 
happening on the RKO lot might be 
described as a mere ripple. The 
teams of Harry Revel and Mort 
Greene and of Johnny Burke and 
Jimmy Van Heusen have made their 
RKO § scores. available to  non- 
ASCAP broadcasters through a deal 
with Ralph Peer, who, while asso- 
ciated with BMI via Peer Interna- 
tional, Inc., retains his membership 
in ASCAP through. Southern Music 
Co. ASCAPites are inclined to re- 
gard the actions of Bornstein and 
Peer from entirely different view- 
points. Bornstein has for many 
years functioned as a key figure on 
the ASCAP board, while Peer main- 
tained bitter relations with this 
same board consistently for over 
eight years. 

The ASCAP management declared 
Monday (13) that it had not granted 
any release on the Van Heusen- 
Burke score, ‘Playmates,’ or on the 
Revel-Greene music for ‘Four Jacks 
and a Jill.” The proper application 
for such release, it was stated, had 
not as yet been submitted. 


Abe Lyman With MCA 





free-lancing for bookings among the 
various booking agencies for past 
several years, has signed a contract 
with Music Corporation of America. 
It’s a term deal. 

First date 
private party given by the Hecht 
Co. in Washington, D. C., Nev. 12. 


Musie Notes 


Erich Wolfgang Korngold scoring 
‘King’s Row’ at Warners. 

Harry Revel and Mort Greene are 
doing six songs for ‘Sing Your Wor- 
ries Away’ at RKO. 





Leigh Harline composing the sccre 
for ‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town,’ Max 
Fleischer’s cartoon feature. 





Edward Kay wrote three songs for 
the Monogram picture, ‘Freckles 
Comes Home,’ including the title 
tune, ‘Hot Foot’ and ‘If It’s Kissin’ 
You're Missin’,’ 





William Edison recording music 
for ‘Rhythm in the Ranks’ at Para- 
mount. 





Andrea Setaro scoring ‘The Re- 
markable Andrew,’ his 350th picture 
at Paramount, 











Ernest Lecuona, Cuban composer, 


|sold ‘Always in My Heart’ to War- 


ners, 


the 


time | 


Abe Lyman, whose band has been | 


set by MCA is for a} 


————. 


Mutual Network Plugs 


The following tabulation of network popular music performances is not 
confined to WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System, but 
also includes the entire MBS chain. Compilation herewith covers the week 
beginning Oct. 6 (Monday) and ending Oct. 12 (Sunday), from 8 am. to 
2 a.m. based on daily recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting 
Service and the MBS logs. 








TITLE PUBLISHEP TOTAL 
Dont Want Set- World: Gm Fire, <cteccacesccsecccca ee ee a 2 
EO TOR COPE io tcees ces caisdhies bs ege bhcaec ds case Campbell ......... 22 
Be wa teacend als ontae oo6 0000bbe bones 00 6 Saree bes cas PEN: “Svcnntscces 
tg Be PRN te reeled) en Se Pere EE Weves snc a: 19 
1, 2 eee eee ror e ry Te Teter er re at 4 WEL Sb eteodeccs 3° 
oT Ee iy. ryt oo eee re er Pere eee Shapiro . a 15 
Sine WOR wixsiass hive ee adiak’ hats eeathda tenet sau Southern .......... 14 
Why Don’t We Do This More Often....... re ceeea ee Aepsehebcseccs WO 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye—*Kiss Boys Goodbye....... Famous Plehass xs 12 
PUREE Ol BOE: oko bv Reha RADUSD AERO EERE as Seneds | ion det . 
MOOQEE: cv acwxd sued phe pbOb0 04000000 Oeeweedense eat nes Niarks a . ie 
HlUC CHAIMBEERE seccvccadeonverccevevcesccdeacee’ Ee ee 10 

*Filmusical 








— 








NBC-CBS Plugs 


Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbia’s New York out- 
bh covers the week beginning Oct. 6 (Monday) and ending Oct. 12 
| (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on daily recanvitulations fiur- 
| nished by the Office of Research-Radio Dirision of the College of the City 
| of New York, 








PUB- 

TITLE LISHER TOTAL 
Bet Peaks 08d 2 tA hie ean Pikekovekacah ets BOULNOEM <cccsivccs 38 
Guess Pll Have te Dream Rest. ....ccccscccccccess MUCH T ve wdakécéccce RA 
Cowboy Serenade ...........+. Veneosduates bdeeeed Oe 
Pie Rae ee coe ee see eet err REA Willson vb aetbees, Oe 
Don’t Want to Set World on Fire...............2:: DOE Ssosbiamintes 27 
SRR ROR tea ee cae peeeenbasene si ain h A calls ocohsa USP ROE: a cccctave ves an 
Do You Care? .< ..i65% ere eee eT Le eee | EERE e? Js aap a. ae 
5 ORB, Geen WOME Sic ccbsiddatbecctcrsacduceusi Nacdiiotumes ........ 21 
Se. Ce On WO. cchcdetdnants saan sccishssnceols Melodylane ........ 21 
OMS: Be. WO? 604050 dates chcebiars betes stances Peo ess chews 5-000 Me 
Be OPO Gay ri be 0 od bles cae Sos had cake checkers oi aa eee 20 
ie SPOR S 60's Soe ocuSanwubaseeebcbend cbkschadnie MES, DET a '94 6% + Uloe 06 19 
CPPOON GEOR £40k 0454 906062 Fo ade oN ORCH 600s 60k a Rs oT 18 
‘Til Reveille...... $b achoObsnacevrehbessewieeidee cas Meclodylans ........ 18 
Ae Pee FE ND oan Gh ba RhE S46 dbs ho ews bas Southern enbdas és » oe 
BEE ccc Whackut cased enn ee aee bec bs kod o-eeper cen PANE ON 54445 40s 60 43% 17 
AEP ey Bere aes conser pas dade stébsabas kee | tO es 16 
A eC as ac iudachecwdes Uheesracceea BOPIETE scccccece 16 
| Blue Champagne.......... S40 pee cbbe bene ee baenes MMR. 6hb64 4000 Gan 15 
5 Pe CU Wee, SD MN oncc bcd aeacccceccctve gre a RE Are 14 
eS eee Seb bee cieltwts oh Catewes Rr 14 
ON MN fg Sees ee LA ae ae Rg Se 13 
You Talk Too Much ..... Sad Whvkie ed oe awaed d amb-0x ake POINT ch ccccccess 13 
Bells of San Raquel ......... Mniditteedhns > 4ivneen eee, cciwas ee con 12 
Dee Ge OE Be WI vecaneveetvatervnntiossccac Sr 12 
BON 55s ei ie ba baS ote ¥eds oe baw hood iwdinhaeat Schuberth . 12 
SME Au detci odes eesaukee pidee tenes Wendensacvenead OS a « 
City Called Heaven...... 2a Ae Igy ee OE ee a WEETOR 5 kccsSoctes 11 
EE: OE Gel PUNE Did catieccdeeecessevcaesins BOUINOTE: ie ke <i Ces 11 

e 8 
10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 
4 








(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. Names 
| of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
| popularity, whose recordings are being played Figures and names in 








parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 

1. Don’t Want Set World Fire (8) Cherio.. Ink POtS ...-sseeeeee Decca 

}/ Tommy Tucker ...... Okeh 

| 2. Piano Concerto B Flat (5) Martin...... { Freddy Martin . Bluebird 

Concerto For Two (2) Shapiro......... ) Tommy Tucker ,......Okeh 

3. Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio (3) Courtney...... BeOS BROW i osc cccvess Okeh 

4. You and I (8) Willson ............ee0s PRG COON + oe 000s- arenes 

* ) Glenn Miller ...... Bluebird 

| 5. Guess I'll Dream Rest (8) Block....... { Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 

| | Tommy Dorsey.,...... Victor 
| mn . r 

6. Yes, Indeed (11) Embassy......... tot rommy Dorsey ...... Victor 

: ) Crosby-Boswell ...... Decca 

7. You Are My Sunshine (6) Southern.... ) sing Crosby....+eee.. mecee 

) Tommy Tucker........Okeh 

8. Jim (1) Kaycee ........... { Jimmy Dorsey ...... Decca 

OM ae ) Dinah Shore ......Bluebird 

9. You Made Me Love You (1) Broadway.. Harry James ..... Columbia 

10. Kiss Boys Goodbye (11) Famous.. { Tommy Dorsey ...... Victor 

° }) Tommy Tucker ...... Okeh 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 
(These records are directly below the first 10 in 


: popularity, but growing 
in demand on the coin machines.) 


| Blue Champagne (Encore) ........ } Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
he ea } Frankie Masters.......Okeh 

Time Was (Southern) ........ Pere { Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
mad | Charlie Spivak ....... Okeh 

This Love of Mine (Embassy) ...... {Tommy Dorsey ...... Victor 
seeee* (Tommy Tucker .......Okeb 

Do You Care? (Campbell) ......... p hes Brown... .00s ‘< o 
Pn? 2 Bae GE aos decease Decca 

Why Don’t We Do This Often (BVC). j Kay Kyser ....... Columbia 
"**** ) Freddie Martin ...Bluebird 

$21 Day, Once Month (Leeds)........ {Tony Pastor ..... Bluebird 
“**** | Dick Robertson ...... Decca 

Ma, Miss Your Apple Pie (Loeb) ...... { Guy Lombardo .......Decca 
fie lO ee Okeh 

Cowboy Serenade (Marks) ........... {Glenn Miller .....Bluebird 
a 1. i TER oe ak Decca 
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Strippers Bare ‘Monopoly’ Woes, 
Claim Blacklisting by Philly Agents 








Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 

An investigation of alleged anti- 
trust violation among certain book- 
jing offices here is in prospect by the 
U. S. Attorney's office. 

Threat of the probe came following 
e complaint by two strippers who 
claimed they had been put on a 
blacklist for work because they had 
accepted dates from Bernie Landis, 
an agent who is said to have been 
trying to break into a monopoly of 
the strip biz here. The gals, Dolores 
(Red) Abbott and Mary O’Brien, ac- 
companied by Landis and his attor- 
ney, A. Lincoln Meyers, placed their 
complaint before Assistant U. S. At- 
torney Edward Kallick. 

Meyers declared the girls were 
‘threatened with loss of their em- 
ployment as artistic strip-tease per- 
formers’ because they accepted book- 
ings from Landis. ‘The other i2 
agents in town who book strippers 
want Dolores and Mary to work for 
them,’ he told Kallick. ‘To force 
them to accept jobs, they tell the 
girls that they'll drive them from the 
business if they continue to permit 
Landis to act as their agent.’ 

Landis even accused the rival 
agents of ‘hiring someone’ to steal 
the girls’ costumes to break up their 
appearance at a show. 


There have been undercover re- 
ports by acts in recent months of the 
‘silent boycott’ against them among 
certain booking offices if they 
worked for so-called ‘blacklisted’ 
agents. But the complaint to the US. 
Attorney's office was the first time 
the situation was brought into the 


a 
— 


Name Policy Opening 


At N. Y. Versailles | 


The N. Y. Versailles’ first floor | 


morrow (Thursday) with Mili Monti, 
Frances Mercer, 
Barrys and Marion Chandler head- 
ing the Marjery Fielding revue. 
Mary Lou Bentley, Kay Buckley, 
Eleanor Moore, Joyce Ring, June 
Sevier and Mira Stephans are in the 
line. Heretofore only name acts 
were booked. , 

Miss Fielding (music) and Charles 
Barnes (lyrics) did the special score. 
A special stage has been built for 
the new policy. Maximilian Bergere 
and Panchito’s orchestras hold over. 


MCA ABSOLVED 
IN CONFLICT 
BOOKING 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. 

Seems burn of Etzi Covato, owner 
and operator of Villa Madrid over 
deal which called for Giovanni, the 
‘pickpocket,’ to miss one night of his 
two-week engagement here, should 
have been directed at Tony Sennis, 
Cleveland agent, and not Music Corp. 
of America. It was only right before 








open. The State Department of La- 
bor and Industry announced it would 


cooperate with the Federal inquiry. | . 
| had previcusly been booked for a 


Anthony C. Sharkey, local agent 
in charge of theatrical agency licens- 
ing, declared he would turn over evi- 
dence in his possession regarding the 
situation. 

‘We have been trying to break this 
up for a long time,’ he said, ‘but with 
the Federal authorities stepping in 
its gives us the first opportunity to 
really do something effectively.’ 


IST ANNUAL AGVA BALL 
IN CHICAGO CLICKS BIG 


Chicago, Oct. 14. 

Local American Guild of Variety 
Artists last night (Monday) gave its 
first annual ball and an _ actors 
charity show. 

Held in the grand ballreom of the 
Hotel Sherman, it was a big click 
both on entertainment quantity and 
funds realized. The take was over 
$3,000. Mayor Kelly and his re- 
tinue attended. 

Gerald Griffin, national exec sec- 
retary of AGVA, came to town for 
the affair. He came in from Cin- 
Cinnati, where he huddled with 
AGVA chiefs, including president 
Morton Downey and __ treasurer 
Henry Dunn, on various Ohio prob- 
lems. 


Green Pastures Found 
Wanting by Pitt Maestro 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 14 
Other fellow’s pastures 
look greener, Max Tarshis. Pitts- 
burgh band leader, has discovered 
While he was playing at Trelon 
Cafe here few months ago, Tarshis 
thought about the coin there was 
in running a nitery, he talked it 
Over with Trelon’s owner, Hymie 
Weinstein, Latter liked Tarshis’ 
ideas, told him he'd give him a job 
as Trelon’s manager. So Tarshis 
disbanded his outfit and went to 
work, 
Last week he had enough of it. 
Turned in his resignation to Wein- 
Stein and announced he was going 


ack to his old trade—to stick this 
time. 


RUTH CRAVEN’S S.F. REPEAT 
San Francisco, Oct. 14. 
Ruth Craven has been booked for 


& return date at Bimbo's 365 Club | 


fre starting Thursday (16). 

Also set are Floretta and Boyette, 
mindreaders, and Collins and Wanda. 
dance Pair. 


| 


contract was signed, when Covato 


| had spent a lot of coin for billing and 


advertising, that he learned Giovanni 


single appearance at Virginia Beach 


= his run here. 


Negotiations for Villa Madrid date 
were carried on between MCA’s 
| Cleveland office and Sennis, with 
| booking organization informing Sen- 
| nis right at the start that Giovanni 
|night. Sennis, however, neglected to 
tell Covato this until it was too late 
| because by that time latter had to 
| go through with deal or forfeit 
|}money he had already shelled out 
for exploitation 


} As it turned out, MCA was blame- 


less and Covato’s burn was misdi- 
|rected until he learned the actual 
| circumstances. Giovanni, even ab- 
i} sentee for one night (8) of his en- 
| gagement, which closed 
night (11), gave Villa Madrid biggest 
two weeks spot has had since it 
| opened more than a year ago. 


Liquor Agents Blasted 
By Judge for ‘Inviting’ 
Pitt Cafes to Break Law 


Pittsburgh. Oct. 14 


| Agents on the state liquor control 
{board were blasted from the bench 
| here last week by visiting 
Norman T. Boose of Somerset 
county, for licensees to 


‘soliciting 


violate the law.” His remarks came 
during violation hearings for couple 


of cafes charged with selling lquor 


to board snoopers both before and 


after legal closing hou 

Spec fically agent claimed they 
asked for and received drinks a 
operate by Tony Raymond at 
time when sale is prohibited by state 
law. Raymond denied the charges 
even claimed h place was not 


open that particular night. having 
been shut down for renovations. 
‘We believe in law and enforce- 
ment,’ said Judge Boose, reprimand- 
ing the agents and over-ruling liquor 
| board’s 30-day suspension for Ray- 
| mond, ‘because it is right nine out 
nomer to call these agents law en- 
forcement officers if they go around 
asking for drinks after hours, thus 
actually soliciting licensees to break 
the law. This is the wrong policy.” 


| Alan Gale Retires 


Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 

| Alan Gale. vet nitery m.c., last 
| week announced his retirement as 
He bought a 
Lido Venice, 
a Philly 


lan active entertainer. 
50‘ interest in the 
niterv, Andalusia Pa., 
suburb. 

|} His partner is Carmen Tarrante 


show under a new policy opens to- | 


| 
Jean Cavell, the | 


Saturday | 


judge | 


General Oversight 


Detroit, Oct. 14. 

This town’s bartenders, partic- 
ularly in the niteries, were hard 
hit when police arrested 31 of 
them for selling hard liquor on 
election day. 

However, they got off easily 
when one smartie recalled the 
light vote in the primary election 
and quipped, ‘If 450,000 Detroit- 
ers forgot it was election day, 
why pick on us.’ 














‘Dixie Unit Plays 
Dates Though Fire 
Destroys Equipment 


Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 14. 
Although a mysterious fire com- 
| pletely destroyed a truck carrying 
| equipment for Sollie Childs’ ‘Bring 
|On the Dames’ vaude unit on a 
jump from Charleston, S. C., to 


Spartanburg, S. C., last Tuesday 
(7), with a loss of approximately 
$2,500, the unit didn’t miss a per- 
| formance, 

Assistant Manager Harry Shannon 
left Charleston Tuesday night after 
show there with truck loaded with 





scenery, costumes, musical instru- 
ments and baggage. The two-ton 
truck mysteriously caught fire en 
route — presumably from match 


thrown from passing car—and all 
baggage save hotel bags were total 
loss. Fire was well under way be- 
fore discovered. 

Shannon wired Childs, who was 
visiting his family in New Orleans, 
and unit went on to Spartanburg, 
bought bathing suits and evening 
dresses for line, borrowed musical 
instruments and stage scenery and 
went on. Childs joined unit in 


making costumes. With two sewing 





ing show went on Friday (10) after- 
noon and finale costumes were not 
completed until half-way through 
| performance Band borrowed | in- 
struments localiy and due to dress 
being destroyed, played in 
shirtsleeves. 


DUNCANS’ NEW S. F. 
NITERY IN SRO DEBUT 


San Francisco, Oct. 14. 

The Duncan Sisters’ new nitery 
venture at the Music Box got off to 
a capacity start Friday (9), 
|tables overflowing onto the floor 
Lavout has an upper tier of boxes 
around the central floor, similar to 
an old-fashioned opera house. Frank 
and Clarence Herman are angeling 
the Duncans 

Show is one of the 
numbers) in recent local nitery his- 
| tory. Using a line of 10 girls, a nine- 
piece band headed by Dick Aurandt 
of KSFO, the show, in addition to 


suits 


’| would have to pull out for the single | 


largest (in 


the Duncans, has Gueneth Omeron, | 


Edward Darnell, Maxine Coleman, 
Harger and Maye, Sally 
and Bobby Bard, with Paul Speeglie 
as m.c. and monologist Speegle is 
also film reviewer for the Chron- 
cle 

Minimum is $2, with a $5 opening 
night tap. Place will close Mondays. 


Minevitch Settles Wage 


Differences With AGVA : 


Hollywood. Oct. 14 
Borrah Minevitch ttle iiffer- 
ences with the American Guild of 
Variety Artists by meeting wage de 


mands and reinstating three moutt 


organists either discharged or on 
notice 

AGVA had threatened to put hir 
on the unfair list. 


New Partner for Capella, 
Splitting With Beatrice 
Capella (and Beatrice) is taking 

a new partner, Patricia Romero, last 

in the Copacabana sfMow at Piping 

Rock, Saratoga, to replace Beatrice 

when they open at La Troika, Wash- 

ington. 

Formerly of Roseray and Capeila 
he was later with a quartet. includ- 
ing (now Mary Raye and) Naldi 
and Romoff (now Nico and Grace} 
and a girl dancer, Andree. The 
act was known as Capella, Naldi, 
Romoft and Andres, at the Folies 
Bergere, Paris, in 1931, until Capel- 
|} la became partnered with Beatrice 


of 10 times. But it is a sad mis-| 


Charlotte and everybody pitched in | 


machines going backstage, the open- | 


with | 


Wickman 


Peace Near in Pitt. Hotel Strike: 


_ Housing Shortage Scares Away 
Transients, Hitting Nitery Biz Har 





‘Shutta, Shirley Deane | Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. 
Settlement of the service 


Set for Frisco Moderne 


| 

San Francisco, Oct. 14. 

| Ethel Shutta dated into Club 
| Moderne here Nov. 13. Going inte 
| the same spot (21) is Shirley Deane, 
| 20th-Fox actress. 

| It's latter’s first local appearance, 
|although she’s a_ localitie, being 
daughter of a Frisco physician. 


CHORINES SEEK 
AGVA AID ON 
CHI MIXING 





| Chicago, Oct. 14. 

Chorus girls at Colosimo’s have 
] lodged a complaint with the Ameri- 
| can Guild of Variety Artists that the 
| local cafe hasn't lived up to its 
/AGVA contract with them. Mike 
| Potson, of the nitery management, 
is said to have ‘threatened’ them if 


their rights as union members. 

One cause of complaint is that the 
i girls were allegedly forced to mix 
and drink with the customers, de- 
spite the union’s ruling against this. 
| AGVA intends to go to the license 
|commissioner on the 
it's also possible that the union will 
appeal to the State Labor Relations 
Board. 

Larry Sunbrock, who's been in- 
volved on several occasions with 
AGVA on no-payoffs to performers 
in various cities, is the subject of 
another complaint to reach the vari- 
ety actors union. Sunbrock has 
been declared ‘unfair’ by AGVA for 
his failure to post a bond insuring 
salaries for performers at an outdoor 
'show in St. Louis. Sunbrock asserts 
he’s oniy the producer, not the op- 
erator, of the show’ AGVA insists 
that it is a Sunbrock show The 
|}union is appealing to the Central 
labor body, St. Louis, for coopera- 
tion should Sunbrock go through 
with the show without observing the 
AGVA prevision. 


Toronto’s Convensh 
And Big Show Influx 
| Jams Hotel Bookings 


Toronte, Oct. 14 
To anyone in any branch of the 
entertainment business who plays 
Toronto during the week of Oct. 20 
‘Where do we siay?’ will be mor: 
;than a casual query; it will be 


nreocticallyaw une)eals hle nrohlem 
practically u able problen 


Scheduled for here are Al Jol- 
on in ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ at 
the Roya Alex: ra with “on 
pany of 85: Dorothy Gish and L 
C: ¢ ] l€ It? F ¢ © 
Ea aN l Bol 1 
is at Maple Leaf G e! t 
Don ( ks at Masey Hall: ¢ 

a I Lhe Cs 

Oo bDuriesque wheel 

Also sche é ire some 10.000 
delegates, mans th their familie 


from all parts of the U. S. and Can- 
ada to the annual convention of the 
International Milk Distributors Assn. 
Seems that during the negotiations 
of the Bureau 
to get the gathering for this city 
one stipulation was guaranteed hote! 
accommodations 


Toronto Convention 


All hotel rooms in Toronto, with 
the exception of those occupied by 
permanent 
the notice—‘This room has been re- 
served for the week of October 20 


guests. currentiv 


Carry 


politely advising any guest to govern 
himself accordingly. Meanwhile. 
managers of the various entertain- 
ment emporia are seeing whet they 
can do in seturing some accommo- 
ation in clubs or societies” homes: 
that’s for principals, of 
course 


Stars and 


they insisted on full guarantee of 


matter, and 


| strike that two weeks age re- 
sulted im the walkeut of 2,400 
service empleyes in the tewn's 
eight major hotels seems im- 
minent, with possible agreement 
being reached by tonight (Tues- 
day). 

The intgrnational 
urged the American Federation 
ef Labor local membership te 
| accept an increased offer by the 
hestelries. Balloting ends to- 
night and the workers will ac- 


union has 


cept it without amy trouble, ac- 
eording to 
autherity. 


reliable official 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. 

Fourteen-day-old-hotel strike here 

has a flock of other industries yelling 
bloody murder, and chief among 
them is the nitery biz. Pittsburgh's 
always been a one-night (Saturday) 
| town, and night clubs have depended 
‘on transients the other five days. 
| But with the town’s eight leading 
\inns shut down as a result of walk- 
| out by 2400 American Federation of 
| Labor service workers, transients are 
| harder to find in this town than an 
‘open pub on Sundays. 

By actual count one night last 
week, there were less than 100 cus- 
tomers scattered among the four 
leading cabarets. As a result, nitery 
owners have been reducing size of 
their shows, trying to economize un- 
til after there’s a break in the strike. 

Show People Headache 
For show people, of course, it’s the 
biggest headache. They're staying 
| wherever they can find room, mostly 
in which case 





in suburban hotels, 
| they have to spend haif of their sal- 
| aries on taxicabs. Last week Jolson 
; company was scattered everywhere, 
| half of the troupe going out to Wil- 
| kinsburg, a suburb. Although strike 
accounted for considerable publicity 
for ‘Hold on to Your Hats,’ papers 
going for layouts on Jolson and 
stretched out on. suitcases, 
trunks, etc. it was no laughing mat- 
ter for most of the people. One of 
the exclusive downtown clubs took 
in Jolson but the others had to make 
their beds where they could find 
them 

Strike has cost several bin« 


others 


plenty. 
In addition to several ouifiis which 
were thrown out of work when walk- 
out was called, others with previous 


contracts unable to open h-ve been 

off waiting fou ord. Frank 
Andini orch was scheduled open 
at William Penn last Thursday 49) 


ind E.lly Hinds had been penciled 
into Hotel Schenley a few cdzys be- 


fore that Several of the ller 
downtown hostelries, which "t be- 
long to the association end there‘fore 
aren't affected by strike are reaping 
a harvest, with their fabulous asking 


prices 
Manager’s Party 
Company and unit managers last 
fortnight have boen forced to hit 
town couple of days ahead of sched- 
ule so they can get around to roome- 


ng houses and out-of-way spots io are 
rs 7é accommodaiio! for ft ci 
A, uch some show penn! ( 
' tered in the cl] 
kout ‘hotel né i*¢ those 
r ( et erea 1¢ M a 
1€ had to wall Col own 
J ¢ cleat neir re rn ) ev 
have ince checked out ar ne eWe 
come! are bein allow ec no ] te 


ter the circumstance 


Present outlook isn't verv encoure 
aging, both sides remzinine acamant 
in their demands, Workers are ask- 


ing general 20% hike in wages all 
along the line, with hotels at first 
offering 11‘ and the remaining 9% 
to be submitted to arbitration. 
Strikers turned their down flat. A)l 
of last week conferences were held 


by both sides, mediators and Mayor 
Scully, with hotels finally rzising 
the ante to 13% over the weekend. 


This, too, was refused at a bie muss 
meeting last Friday. 


SIAMESE SISTERS IN PHILLY 
Philade!phia. Oct. 14. 
| Violet and Daisy Hilton, Siamese 
'twins, beginning Oct. 15, appear at 
‘the Swan Club. 
| It will be their first local appeare 
lance. 
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Fear High 











Boston, as a full-weeker playing top- 
budget shows. 

Koerner’s move in Boston is forc- 
ing the Paramount-affiliated Metro- 


politan in that city to resume stage 
shows next month after a two-year 
tenure of straight pictures. That 
will make it two houses in that town 
looking for headliners and compet- 
ing for bands. 

Bookers’ Headache 


The competitive factor is the book- 
ers’ chief headache, especially in the 
hiking of salaries. According to the 
show-buyers, the one thing that may 
nip the vaude ‘comeback’ in the bud 
will be the skyrocketing of acts’ and 
bands’ salaries to the point where 
they will be beyond the reach of 
theatres’ ability to pay. Competition 
between theatres would do just that. 

Two stage show situations, for ex- 
ample, currently point up the com- 
petitive factor. One is in Brooklyn, 
where the Brandts’ Flatbush is bid- 
ding against the Strand, operated in | 
a Warner-Paramount-Fabian 
Strand, however, has the buying 
edge because of the playing time 
that Par and WB can afford acts and 
bands elsewhere 


Brandts’ booker, Arthur Fisher, is 
now also faced with heavy competi- 
tion in another situation. Booking 
the newly opened Central, Passaic, 
N. J., which has been doing well 
with straight vaude, Fisher had Jer- 
sey virtually to himself, as the 
Adams, Newark, played shows only 
on three-day weekends. Adams, 
however, has been feeling the pinch 
from Passaic and Nov. 6 goes into 
a full-week policy, booked via Ed- 
ward Sherman’s office. Adams also 
gets the edge because of Sherman’s 


Continued from page 3am 





pool. | 





buying power with the biggest indie 
book, plus the fact that the indie 
operators of the Passaic house can’t! 


get films while the Adams, operated | 


by a Paramount partner, 
pieture product. 


is okay on 





Mpls. Looks Up 


Minneapolis, Oct. 14. 
Stage show situation is looking up 


| when 
|union couldn't agree on how 


Salaries 








in for weekend vaudeville in 
tion to films and Gayety adopting a 
‘follies girlesk’ plus pictures policy. 


|The Alvin is being readied, following 
its 


fire, for Hirsch-Katz burlesque, 
with opening scheduled for Decem- | 
ber or January. 
continue to play occasional stage 
shows, with only Jimmy Dorsey un- 
derlined at present, however, and 
the Lyceum has a number of 
roadshows booked. 


David Gillman took over the Gay- 


ety after Hirsch and Katz moved 
from that house to the Alvin and 
has been using double features at 
llc, with five vaudeville acts on the | 
weekend and admission tilted to 15c. 
The ‘follies girlesk’ shows will be 
‘modified steck burlesque,’ he says, 
with performances continuous, 
cluding pictures, and a 28c. top. 





Rochester Tests Vaude 


Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 1 

RKO Temple will test aA re- 
action to stage shows with ‘Fats’ 
Valler band unit and films at 50c 
for four days starting Oct. 23. Regu- 
lar house price is 28c. Two weeks | 
later ‘Life With Father’ comes in 
for four days at legit prices, $2.75 
top, competing with road shows at 
the Auditorium. 

If these go over, Manager Louis 
Mayer will book as many stage 
shows as possible, with added possi- 
bility that ace RKO Palace would 
return to stage policy if business 
warranted shift. 





Worcester Looks Up 


Worcester, Mass., Oct. 14. 

Steady vaudeville has returned 
here, with stage bills offered at the 
Plymouth Mondays, Tuesdays and 
| Wednesdays. Second-run pictures | 
also shown on same bill. 

House came near dropping stage 
|entertainment a week ago, however, 
management 


performances a day the pit band 
should play -without extra pay, and 
also on the compensation for the 
Worcester musicians when they are 


somewhat here with new $125,000 de | not needed due to the importation of 


luxe Hopkins, suburban house, going | name 


bands. Compromise was 
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PRICE 


VARIETY: “He's the Shubert 
star of old in the best 1941 tra- 
dition ... He’s as fresh as any 


newcomer, and twice as au- 


thoritative 


He’s a cinch 
for the ‘ 


fastest company 


Ed DAIL 


“Recommended: 


Y 
Georgie 


NEWS: 
Price 


Sullivan, 


at La Conga...” 


Walter Winchell, 
MIRROR ‘Ne 


Georgie Price 


NEW YORK 
Yorchids to 

As an 

entertainer as ever...” 


Ww 


grand 


Louis Sobol, JOURNAL-AMER- 
ICAN: “AAA 
Georgie Price, current 
at La Conga...A wel- 
back on Broad- 


panic 
come sight 


way. 
Maicolm Johnson, SUN: “Dap- 


per little Georgie Price is a 
solid click at La Conga,” 


Press Rep.: 





GEORGIE 


HELD OVER INDEFINITELY 
at the LA CONGA, New York 


for the following reasons: 


Indorsement — 
laff- 


~Many Thanks to JACK HARRIS for His Cooperation 


BUDDY ARNOLD, Accompanist 
MILTON RUBIN Dir.: MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 





Paul Martin, MORNING TELE- 
GRAPH: “La Conga has done 
an all-time record business in 


its first 15 days of reopening 
with Georgie Price yells 
proved he still rates star bill- 
ing 

Danton Walker, DAILY NEWS 
“Price is making a hit come 
back at La Conga...” 

Richard Manson, THE POST: 


“Rhythm, power, showmanship 
. . Marvelous impressions . 
that extra-defense 


boom mazuma that’s aching to 


” 


will draw 


be spent.. 


Ted Friend, DAILY MIRROR: 
“Putting it mildly, he was fer- 


rific; the veritable shot in the 
arm that Broadway has been 
needing for some time. 
Knocked ‘em cold with his 


satires.” 


adai- | 


The Orpheum will} 


legit | 


in- | 


| Gracie Fields’ Pianist 


and musicians’ | 
many | 


lreached late in week and theatre 
| hurriedly assembled a stage show 
headed by Joe Venuti. 


Louis Prima’s orchestra held forth | 


‘Folies Bergere’ cur- 
Other dates already 


last week, with 
‘rent attraction. 


inked are Ted Lewis, Oct. 20; 
Charlie Barnet’s orchestra, Oct. 27, 


‘and Tony Pastor’s band, Nov. 3. Bill 
|Robinson and Jimmie Lunceford’s 
| orchestra are skedded to share 
| honors on bill later in November. 


ishows in Municipal 
|here, with Frank Duffy at helm, will 
lbe Oct. 19 with Jan Savitt orchestra 
featured. Five other acts will com- 
|plete bill. 


in pit. 


England Calls Back 


Henry Parr Davies, 








Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 
Henry Parr Davies, who 
skedded to accompany Gracie Fields 
at her concert at Convention Hall 
on Saturday (11), was suddenly 
| called back to England for army 
duty last week. He was replaced by 
|Ray McAfee. 
| Miss Fields’ concert was held here 
| under the auspices of the Eastern 
Lense: ania Branch of the British 
| W ar Relief Society. 
| 
| 


PROSER NAMES WOU" 
OFFSET N.Y. COMPETISH : 








grewing production-show competish 





| show Nov. 5. First ‘star’ 
| booked is Gertrude Niesen. 

| She’s booked for two weeks and 
|options, with Proser now dicker- 
ing for Joe E. Lewis to follow. If set, 
Lewis will be the first talking comic 
ever to play the Copa. 


policy 





Saranac Lake 


| By 


Happy Benway 





| Saranac, N. Y., Oct. 14. 
Thanks to Don Howard and his 
| orch, Saranac, N. Y., Oct. 14, consist- 
| ing of Bob Johnson, Sam Forcucci, 
|Tom Healy and Randy Conkling, for 
| playing for the gang of this actors’ 
| colony. 

Jack Lewis, ho 
‘left here a long time ago after 


formerly of legit, w 
se- 
rious ozoning, is now in pix and on 
radio. He’s an ex-N.V.A.-ite. 

Harry Martin and Ben Schaffer, 
to the Big Town for a vacash, 
Harry the 


| both 
Ben 
gang 
Jack Mulvaney, formerly of WOR, 
N.Y., is taking plenty of ribbing from 
|that station’s announcing staff. He 
has added so much poundage that 
Al Helfer (sports gabber) is saving 
his old clothes for him, according 
to the gag. 
| Rev. Alvin B. Gurley, who con- 
|ducts the weekly Bible class at the 
| Will Rogers Sanatorium, to 
|delpria for an eye operation. 


visiting his mother, 


Ogling the place. 

Checkups show an 85% improve- 
ment among the colony ailing 

After two successful eye opera- 
Harry Barrett, 80 years young, 
has regained part of his sight. He 
was of the Juggling Barretts, from 
vaude 


William 


tions, 


(Skip’ Headley, who 
ozoned here and at Westfield, 
Mass., leaving Wilmington, Del., for 
Denver. He has to have a change 
of ozoning routine. He’s a former 
theatre owner and manager from 
Rimmersburg, Pa. 

| Florence Bordley back at _ the 
actors’ colony after a three-month 
| vacash in Chicago and Detroit visit- 
| ing friends nd relatives. 

| The wife of Jack Clancy recently 
|passed away. He’s the X-ray tech- 
nician at the Will Rogers. 

| Walter Cumm, of Colin and Cumm, 
| got his walking papers. 

| Tudor Cameron, 

Villian, 
writes 
ee he 
' 
| 
| 


oldtime vaude- 
who made the grade here, 
this column from St. Louis 
is now a man’s man. He 
gives all the credit to the local Will 
Rogers hospital. 

(Write to those who are ili.) 





| 
show at 





the Albany-Saratoga Road. 





First of season’s Sunday vaudeville | 
Auditorium | 





Bob Pooley’s WTAG band will % 





Shoes’ 
‘Scotch xylophonist, 
was | with his repertoire of Scotch and pop medleys, and had to quell it with a 





| another 


Possibly as a move to counter the| just about passed. 


| ‘Sonny 


| the topic blends into their funny reminiscing about marriage. 
| suffering from hoarseness, 


| culean efforts to hold them in, but losing the decision. 
| ; , 
| Philadelphia, 


Phila- | 


Harold Rodner (Will Rogers Fund) | s 


Emile Boreo is headlining the new | 
Dinty’s Terrace Garden on! 
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Herewith appears a Variety review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current dote of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
ireviews other than the interest they may have tn recalling the acts which 
| w sere playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
| (booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 


(Reprinted from Variety of Oct. 


PALACE, N. Y. 








14, 1921) 





| Another big name bill drew a capacity attendance Monday night, despite 
,; balmy weather. Thetransients in town peeking at the World Series may 
have accounted for it. 

It took until 11:30 to play the nine acts, with John Steel lengthening out 


the second half*and making the closing act excess. The tenor ran up a 


| heali hy hit, but could have lopped off two or three extra numbers by a 


few remarks. Jerry Jarnagin accompanied him at the piano. 
The bill received considerable switching after the matinee. 
dropped to the closing spot from the opener, 


moving up from deuce. 


‘Dancing 
with El Cleve, the 
He got considerable applause 


speech, going some for the Palace in the shove-off position. 


The Flivvertors’ (New Act) held the second spot. The turn ran 10 mine 


utes of low-comedy roars, and could have stood a later position. 
Burns and Freda in their ‘wop’ talkolog and mandolin playing were third, 
moved up from fourth after the matinee. This made two comedy acts fol- 


lowing each other, with Adele Rowland fourth, moved from third. The 
Italian pair received healthy respense in the early spot with thier cross- 
fire and music. 

Miss Rowland, back at this house after a short absence, didn’t start much 
with her restricted song cycle. She has one number in paticular that 
doesn’t suit her personality in ‘Siop and Rest Awhile’ that is similar to 
pop song being done to death hereabouts, The musical comedy 
girl cannot handle this type of song. Opening with a ballad that fitted, Miss 
Rowland sang several numbers in succession, one the recitation, ‘Don’t you,” 

a holdover from her former vaudeville turn. *Moonspun Dreams,’ or some- 
ye similar and ‘Old Handkerchief Head,’ a semi-maudlin Southern ballad, 
Once upon a time Adele Rowland would step into 
vaudeville properly equipped with material, but her last two appearances 


from other niteries, Monte Poset’s | prove the existing scarcity of authors of stage material or Miss Rowland 
| Copacabana is inaugurating a name | 


has lost her knack of picking. Her name alone carries with her present 


| arrangement. 


| 
Carl Randall (New Acts), assisted by Dorothy Clark 
| cleaned up the hit of the first half before intermission. 
Boy,’ the musical comedy 
recently. Musical comedy) 
alace showing. 


and Berta Donn, 
All three are from 
drama that had a short life at the Cort 
won't again see Randall for quite a spell, on his 


-cond week of their three weeks’ 
ual riot, 


Paul Whiteman and Band, sé 


at this house, were their us 


engagement 
Several new numbers have been injected 


a Scotch bit, with one of the musicians playing the bag pipes, was among 
them. The ‘blues’ and minor chords cooed through the mutes of brass 


instruments, coupled with the other ‘tricks’ of the rest of the specialists, 
put the Whiteman bunch in a class by themselves for this kind of music, 
Whiteman had to come into ‘one’ and beg off at the conclusion of the turn. 


The Four Mortons gave some much-needed comedy into the second half. 


|The family have a new opening idea and drop and some fresh talk by 
| Clarence Gaskill. A golf club and course are visible as the curtains rise, 
|} with Sam a ‘duffer’ and Kitty caddying Wise funny crossfire with golf for 


Joe, visibly 
managed the vocalizing burden capably with the 
usual sure-fire waltz clog and tap dancing of Martha clicking. The dancing 
finale and a new encore bit in ‘one,’ with all four imitating a song and dance 
| team of 40 years ago sent them away one of the hits of the evening. It’s a 
refreshing turn and a vaudeville institution. 

Steel next with ‘Dancing Shoes,’ a real fast, 


worthy making her- 


Con. 


sextet, 


to 
with 


‘a better position 
rights’ in dealing 
State officials, etc. Lou 
reports that the EMA 
| plating a suit to test 
|the new State law 
14. | booking business. 
As- | 
to 
to 
with 


protect their 
actor groups, 
ghran denied 
was 
the legality 
regulating 


Philly Booker Group In 
Move ‘to Protect Rights’ 


contem- 
of 
the 
Oct. 
Entertainment Managers 
week took 
charter in 
affiliate their organization 
similar booker groups. 

The action was taken, according to| The ten- percenters, however, are 
EMA prexy ‘Jimmy Loughran, in| not satisfied with the enforcement 
| order that the agents would be in| of the regulations, Loughran said. 


The 
sociation 
obtain 


‘We were well aware of all the 
provisions in the act before it was 
passed,’ Loughran said, ‘and we even 
worked hard in lobbying for its en- 
actment.’ 


last 
a State 


steps 


order 

















BUSTING into SOCIETY 


Just concluded 4 successful weeks 
at New York’s Smart “Ruban Bleu” 





The Anatomical Phenomenon 


| CARRIE FINNEL 


with her ““CHEST-CAPADES” 


») 


ae 


Following a 72 week run at Chicago’s 606 
Club and 24 weeks at Michael Todd’s Gay New 


Orleans Show at New York’s World’s Fair 


ALWAYS IN THE TOP SPOTS 


Now Rehearsing With 
| Michael Todd’s Broadway Musical 





“AND SO TO BEDLAM” 
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Broke All Records at 
the WALDORF-ASTORIA 
HOTEL, New York—During 
the Past 6 Months ...... 


H CARMEN 
wit 


Management: 





MIGUELITO ALDES 


Afro-Cuban Stylist 


e 
VICTOR and COLUMBIA | 
RECORDING ARTIST 








RAUL and EVA 
| REYES 


. ’ °° 
“America’s Rhumba One Team 





3rd Successful Engagement 
3rd Successful Week 


AT THE 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
Dir.: WILLIAM KENT 














* FIRST WEEK, 


AT THE PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


XAVIER 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


«=» $62,000 


«oom $52,000 


IN HIS 382 WEEK! 


CAMEL PROGRAM 


(Renewed) Thursday, 7:30 P.M., EST 
NBC-Red Network 


COLUMBIA RECORDS 
CASTILLO 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 





LINA ROMAY 


V ocalist 
FEATURED STAR 
of 


“ROOKIES ON PARADE" 


WOR, Coast to Coast 
THURSDAY, 8:00 to 8:30 


COLUMBIA Recording Artist 








Senor, Senoras, Mis Amigos 


und Die Ganze Mespocha— 
Thanks a Million to All Those 


Concerned with Our Success. 


JAY and LOU 
SEILER 
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RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Matty Malneck orch (8), Miriam | 
Winslow & Foster Fitz-Simons,}| 
Adrienne, Billy de Wolfe, Velero Sis- | 
ters Rhumba band (5), Dr. Sydney | 
Ross: $2.75 dinner minimum, $1 and) 
$2 per cover (Sat.). 

Formal season at the Rainbow 
Room again brings in a pair of ballet 
dancers—Miriam Winslow and Foster 
Fitz-Simons from the platform field— 
to debut in cafes, and their unique 
artistry again achieves its purpose. 
Fact is that only in a class cafe like 
the Rockefeller salon could this sort 
of terpsichore register with the din- 
ing-wining bunch; and the best an- 
swer to this premise is that the cus- 
tomers still go hardest for Billy de 
Wolfe’s broad comedy; Matty Mal- 
neck’s rhythmpation of the classic 
overtures, and even Margaret Matze- 
nauer’s daughter. who only uses 
Adrienne as a billing, is most effec- 
tive when she swings ‘Mignon’ ex- 
cerpts. 

All of which proves that whether 
they’re muggs or erudites, they like 
to let their hair down and take their 
nitery divertissement on a less ar- 
tistic plane. Miss Winslow and Fitz- 
Simons are okay with their Danse 
Arabe conceit and the old-fashioned 
family portrait terp creations for 
concert edification, but when De- 
Wolfe does his Mrs. Murgatroyd 
stew stuff in a cocktail lounge, that’s 
right down to everybody’s liking. 
This is a quick return for the mimic, 
who clicks heftier than before. Now 
that deWolfe has found himself and, 
seemingly, inhibited himself of work- 
ing in the sky-high nitery, he sockos 
all the way. The Karloff, ‘Indjia.’ 
weird Oriental music influence, and 
the rest go for heavy hand-to-hand 
music. 

Adrienne is a classy chirper, pro- 
jecting her personality solidly as she 
runs the gamut from ‘Kiss Boys 
Goodbye’ and ‘May I Never Love 
Again’ to ‘Mignon’ in swing. 

Malneck’s unusual octet, compris- 
ing but one horn, accordion, harp, 
string bass, guitar, piano, accordion, 
drums (doubling vibes), with the 
maestro fiddling at the helm, really | 
cuts up with ‘Carmen,’ ‘William Tell 
and kindred classics in syncopated | 
treatment. 
Robert Maxwell at the harp, who has 
played with Toscanini and who gives 
out with ‘Stardust’ 
torcher or scorcher. 

Like Malneck, the personable Ve- 
lero Sisters, Violeta and Jeanne, with 





their zingy quintet, mark their re-|tphe fal) 


turn witht unique congarhumba | 
rhythms, feature of which are La-| 
tinesque treatments of Schubert, | 
Saint-Saens, Cui, Rimsky-Korsakoff, | 
et al., to bolero and rhumba tempo. 
Show runs a bit longish, a full 
hour, but it’s meaty all the way. Per 
usual, also, there’s Dr. Sydney Ross, 
the best table worker with cards and 
legerdemain in the biz; also the af- 
fable Josef and Francois as greeters; 
plus Gene Gowing calling the square 
dancing for the Monday night ses- 
sions. Abel. 


CASINO RUSSE, N. Y. 


| 


Kris Kay Orch (7), Nina Tarasova, 
Gypsy Markoff, Michel Michon, 
Nadia & Sasha, Mischa Novy, Dmitri 
Matvienko; $2 minimum. 


Situated back of the Russian Art 
on 57th street, N. Y., the 56th street 
entrance to the Casino Russe is the 
old Club Richman for another sea- 
son under Sasha Maeef’s class direc- 
tion. With Russo-British-American 
relations what they are, the aura of 
the Casino Russe reestablishes a for- 
merly unhibited atmosphere, such as 


to please any | 





obtained in the nostalgic 1920s and of her songs. A personable brunet, 
1930s, when atmospheric niteries hit |she handicaps herself by singing a 
their peak vogue. | flock of oldies which are intended 

As evidence of this inhibition is | make the customers nostalgic, but 


Nina Tarasova’s frank statement of | 5€'ve only to date the gal, who's 
a ‘song glorifying my own coun- | still a comparative youngster. 
| 


try. Heretofore, it has been fash- Castaine and Barry are fresh-look- 
ionable for naturalized Americans to |ing youngsters who register nicely 
hark back to Old World ties in more | with the pew-holders, both in their 
or less academic fashion, and let it | manner and terping ability. Eleanore 
go at that. Miss Tarasova is the No. | Tennis is a tiny ballet danseuse who 
1 prima of the Casino Russe, as last jis okay in her two appearances. 
season, and sings her chansons in 
Russian and French. She has a fine 
voice, 


Lynch has apparently unloosened 
the bankroll for the costumes on his 
production numbers. They were de- 

The show, which boniface Sasha | signed by Miles White and are well 
Maeef has assembled, is a bright lit- up to the standard of Lynch's past 
tle revuette of sufficient variety to | productions. He's also got the gals 
please anybody at any given mood. |to wear them, tall, svelte femmes, 
The decor is in the subdued tradi-| who have learned how to dance as 
tion of Russian boites, whether the | wel}, 


Scheherezade or Casanova, Paris, or Midge Fielding staged the produc- 
the former Maisonette Russe in New | tion numbers neatly. 


York's Hotel St. Regis. In truth,/ Both maestros and their crews 
apart from the 14th street Kretchma, | ajternate on the music. Fontaine is 
the Casino Russe is about the only |, gxture at the spot, while Chavez 


class vodka nitery in New York. rs 
’ ‘soe gan ust opened. Helen Heath, 
Gypsy Markoff, accordionist-song- eos Gallo and Grace O'Hara handle 


stress, has been around with her |; yearn i ‘tinki i 
Russian ditties, and is best when in = ace ry hl eno-tinking i 


character with the windbox; some- | on) : : ail ae 
— : y blind spot in the revue in the 
how when she divests herself thereof | ..4i, boom is the paucity of vocaliz- 


she doesn’t click as well. Mischa |, , 

Pena: : othe ; - ling, There’s too much footwork and 
ely with = Sein can ee not enough people making with the 
strings, accompanied by the cymbal- pipes. Fontaine has developed into 
omist from the band. Nadia and|@ Smooth m.c., as well a a 
Sasha are effective with their ballet | ™@estro. oo 
terping: Michel Michon is the tradi- 
tional barytone, with all. such re- 
vues; and the inevitable flaming dag- 
ger dancer is Dmitri Matvienko. 
Kris Kay’s band mixes up the dance 
sets to fit the hour and the cus- 
tomers, from. straight to Latin 
tempos. Food for the $2-and-up 
club dinner, is above par _ which, 
with this type of floor show, makes 
the Casino Russe a bargain ay : 

el. 


LYNCH’S, PHILLY 


(WALTON HOTEL) 


New Beachcomber, N.Y. 


Chandra-Kaly Dancers (3), Juanita 
Juarez, Tito Coral, Leonor Sola, The 
Beacharmers (6), Machito’s Rhumba 
Band (10), Barry Winton’s Orch. (6). 


Reopening of the New Beach- 
comber, most recently under the 
aegis of Monte Proser, brings Joe 
Moss back to the Broadway nitery 
scene. Operator of the defunct 
Hollywood Restaurant on Broadway 
and later with the likewise now- 
defunct International Casino, also on 
the Main Stem, Moss here is man- 
& aging director for a syndicate of 
Barry, Charles Carrier, Lee Bartell higg gernsy Sone oe pS cance 

. “7 or . >; man. ys wile, red, 4 
+ ggg = Poiana Ean ag ss: wey dancer, is concerned as the producer, 
Glamour Girls (16), Helen Heath, | but Frank Shepherd is billed as the 











Philadelphia, Oct. 8. 
Shea & Raymond, Castaine 





| , | . ver ¢ > * j > i c d 
Then there’s 19-year-old | Rose Gallo, Grace O’Hara; no cover; stager. Latter routined the line, an 


‘routine’ is the word that fits two 
uninspired ensemble numbers. 
Operators of the New Beach- 
|comber saved themselves a_ severe 
|dent in the bankroll by using the 
; | holdover decor from Proser’s tenure 
|major kudos at the show marking |}ere with numerous backers. Proser 
opening at Jack Lynch's | jost the Beachcomber title in a legal 
nitery atop the Hotel Walton. _. | tiff with the Coast’s Don the Beach- 
_Before a capacity mob, who paid | comber, but the new operators have 
$5 a head for the autumnal teeoff, entered into an agreement with the 
Shea and Raymond, with their ec- | |jatter, so now the only problem here 
centric terping and mugging, and | is that of sufficient customers. Sec- 
Charles Carrier, with his baffling | ond night (8) that problem appeared 
wizardry in balancing and juggling | pretty well solved. 
cocktail glasses, are plenty clicko. Show is marked by excellent acts 
Carrier, particularly has an act| individually, but the mesh is not 
that’s natural for a classy night spot.| entirely socko. There’s something 
| He has plenty of poise and smooth-|of a conflict, for one thing, in the 


$1.50 minimum weekdays, $2 Satur- 
days. 





A couple of comic hoofers and a 
|juggler easily walk off with the 


|'ness, and his paraphernalia, whichj|inclusion of two single femmes, 
lconsists of cocktail glasses, shakers,| ’--nita Juarez, Latin pepperpot 


champagne magnums, etc., fits right 


“xr who was a fixture last year 
in with the cafe decor. With it all, Ja 


roser’s Copacabana, N. Y., and 


he has an ingratiating Continental| Leonor Sola, a fair castenet and 
manner. On top of that his act is|congarhumba tap dancer. While 
fresh and different from the run-of- | Senorita Sola does not sing, Miss 


Best trick 
cocktails si- 


Juarez dances (a series of energetic, 
torrid bumps), and they come too 


{the-mill juggler turn. 
lis his mixing of 10 
multaneously. close to one another. 
Shea and Raymond, last seen here|_ There’s also the interpretative 
at the Earle theatre, are in the next- | Latin dancing by Chandra-Kaly and 
to-closing spot and sew things up | his two sisters. 
neatly with their clown interpreta-|act of its type, especially on a cafe 
tion of the modern dances. Mugging | floor, and they whammed at this 
of the tall, thin chap is particu- | viewing. Chandra-Kaly is not tops 
larly guffaw-provoking. in his terping, but an expressive 
Lee Bartell, chanteuse who made; ™ugser in | the r 
numerous appearances at Philly chicken routines. Girls also click 
spots in years past, would rate bet- | 0” the hoof, plus being pretty and 


: ih al . attractively costumed. 
r notice if she were more choose . : ' 
a en = ¥ | “Tito Coral m.c.s and grabs quite a 








} 


chunk of the show for himself with 
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LOEW 








four songs, all done in good voice 
and imgratiating personality. De- 
livers ‘Beguine,’ ‘Donkey Serenade,’ 
‘Rancho Grande’ and-a straight Latin 
tune, 

Line opens and gets another spot 
halfway in the show. Nicely cos- 
tumed, but the choreography is 
small-timey. 

Machito’s rhumba band plays the 


for the leader to watch the perform- 
ers, and thus follow the beat, rather 
than face the musicians. In a couple 
of instances at this viewing the band 
and the performers were wide apart. 
band is excellent with the 
small relief crew does adequately 
for the foxtrots, etc. Scho. 


PANTHER ROOM, CHI 


(HOTEL SHERMAN) 
: Chicago, Oct. 8 
Will Bradley Orch (16), Ambassa- 
dors (2), Dorothy Byton Dancers 
(8), $1.25 min. 


BUILDING ANNEX 


This is the first trip for Will Brad- 
ley’s orchestra to Chicago. He is 
known here, of course, through re- 
cordings perhaps more than on the 
air-waves. But he is not well enough 
established in this territory to guar- 
antee boxoffice results, though doing 
a fair job here. No doubt on his 
next trip through these parts he’ll 


of crowds. e 
Bradley is strictly boogie-woogie 
from the outset, though there is an 








This is a topnotch | 


rooster-chasing- | 


show, and it might not be a bad idea | 


For dansapation, however, Machito’s | 

oO | 
South | 
American rhythms; Barry Winton’s | 


manage something better in the way | 


evident attempt to get away a little 
from the eight-to-the-bar rhythm 
and come up with a more rounded 
presentation. 


For those who still dote on the 
boogie stuff Bradley orchestra is 
among the tops, but the interest that 
he worked up in the style is drop- 
ping off. As a band it leaves much 
to be desired because of the insist- 
ence on the same theme, and the 
style even creeps through its at- 
tempt to soften up for the dinner 
;music. Ray McKinley almost sells 
ithe band on his own. A dynamite 
performer on the drums, he is a 
| showman as well. 


Floor show here remains a meek 
adjunct. Currently it consists of the 
Ambassadors, an acrobatic team, and 
the eight Dorothy Byton dancers. 
Ambassadors have some comedy 
mingled with their hand-to-hand 
work and do well. This Byton line 
is better than most of the Byton 
choruses and certainly better look- 
ing. On these two counts alone it 
is welcome. Gold. * 





IRIDIUM ROOM, N. Y. 


(HOTEL ST. REGIS) . 





Dorothy Lewis, Harriet Haddon, 
Norah Gale, Bernice Stewart, Lucille 
LaMarr, Bob Tobin & Bob Duffy; Hal 
Saunders (8) and Gus Martel (5) 
Orchs; $3.50 minimum dinner, $1.50 
and $2.50 cover. 





Fourth year of the swank St. Regis’ 
ice-revue policy in the Iridium Room 
again has Dorothy Lewis—now billed 
as star of Republic’s ‘Icecapades’ 
film—heading the ‘Adventures On 
Ice’ show, & snappy 20-minute re- 
vuette. Per usual, a prime appeal, 
along with the basic ice artistry, is 
the ultra investiture surrounding the 
show. 

Costuming and lighting are in the 
best of taste, commensurate with the 
discriminating aura of the establish- 
ment and its clientele, and it’s this 
minute attention to detail that does 
so much to enhance the entertain- 
ment portion. 
| Miss Lewis, per usual, is one of 
bees cutest tricks on runners doing 
exhibition skating. Her Republic 
| cinematic chore further adds to the 
Leena She is surrounded by four 
young lookers on _ skates—Harriet 
| Haddon, Norah Gale, Bernice Stew- 
art and Lucille LaMarr—who are 
more than ladies of the ensemble 
| With their manner of working. And, 
| instead of the Arrow-collarish 
Heasley Twins, the two new juves 
are Bob Tobin and Bob Duffy, also 
okay for the femmes and expert per- 





or in mauve-decade costuming. 

The routines embrace cancan; flir- 
| tation; a garish red-green costuming 
|for the star’s specialty; a highly ef- 
fective iridescent costuming presen- 
tation that stands out vividly; and a 
|rhumba finale to ‘Adios.’ Lots of 

fancy curleycueing on the mobile ice 
| rink is crowded into the 20 minutes. 
| Per usual, the rink slides out side- 
| ways, to cover the dance floor. 

Playing a stock engagement is Hal 
Saunders with his neat octet that 
knows how to give out for the St. 
Regis bunch. It’s forthright, rhyth- 
|mic dansapation. Pianologist Gus 
| Martel’s quintet (including sax, ac- 
| cordion, string bass, violin and piano 
| Or novachord; no brass) is one of the 
sprightliest small combos in the busi- 
ness, 
who knows the whims and foibles of 
his clientele; and until the Maison- 
ette Russe (cr La Maisonette, as it 
|1s called) reopens later this month, 
August, who presides in that room, 
is chief aide to John. It’s not an 
inexpensive spot but, considering the 
tariffs in the more al fresco supper 
clubs, it’s a bargain relatively; and 
doubly desirable for its sane gaiety 
as against the dancing-on-the-dime 





elsewhere, 


Abel, 


Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y. 


(RESTAURANT DE LA PAIX) 


Ford Harrison Orch (6) with 
Bernice Byres, Lolo & Ramon, Great 
Maurice, The Blanchards (2). Cerney 


Twins (2); $2 dinner minimum, no 
| cover, 





It’s little wonder that the evacuees. 
refugees and nostalgic hankerers for 
yesteryear Paris one time or another 
converge on the Hotel St. Moritz. 
From its street-floor Cafe de la Paix. 
through its personnel (attired and 


formers on ice, whether in top-hat! 


John is again the alert maitre | 


| start interlude. 
| 
| 
| 





billed in counterpart of the Euro. 
pean de luxe hotels) to the Restau- 
rant de la Paix, the atmosphere js 
European, yet in the most modern 
American tradition. Too often the 
former U. S. traveler had to com. 
promise on homeland standards at 
the altar of old-world atmosphere or 
pseudo-charm which actually was 
nothing but another word for infer. 
iority and compromise with an aver. 
age quality to be found in any chain 
hotel in the States. 

The blend, therefore, of the Con- 
tinental and the super-standards of 
the Yankees, under S. Gregory Tay- 
lor’s executive direction, makes the 
St. Moritz a very worthwhile stop. 
over. Maitre d’hotel Nino’s catering 
in the main dining room, the neat 
show portion, Ford Harrison's tiptop 
dance music—all combine into ex. 
traordinary values, considering the 
no-cover, $2 minimum policy. 

In The Blanchards (New Acts) the 
St. Moritz showcases a very up-and- 
coming comedy acro-dance act. Like- 
wise, the Cernay Twins (2) (New 
Acts} are comers. Virginia Burke 
billed, didn’t show but Bernice Byres, 
vocalist with Harrison's expert sex- 
tet, handles her vocal specialties ex. 
ceptionally well. She’s a vivid per. 
sonality soprano who should progress, 
Ford Harrison himself, long at such 
class international spots as the Baga- 
telle, Paris, just before the invasion, 
Casino, Biarritz, Chez Victor, Cannes, 
and Monte Carlo’s Sporting Club 
plays violin solos in showmanly and 
artistic manner. The ‘Great Mau- 
rice, with a Lindy version of 
Frenchy small-talk, does card tricks 
and sleight-of-hand that suggests he 
must be a fave at private club dates. 
Lolo & Ramon plug the waits with 
Latin vocals to self-string accomp on 
the Spanish guitars. Abel. 


TERRACE ROOM, N. Y. 


(HOTEL NEW YORKER) 





Benny Goodman Orch with Pegay 
Lee, Tommy Taylor; Ice Show with 
Adele Inge, Bill & Betty Wade, 
Ronny Roberts, Ballet (6), Bob Rus- 
sell: 75c cover weekdays, $1 week- 
ends. 





— 


Benny Goodman located in the 
New Yorker’s Terrace Room is an 
unusual booking. Terrace niche is 
not exactly a swing band hangout 
normally, in comparison to the near- 
by Hotel Pennsylvania’s Cafe Rouge, 
| where Glenn Miller is now setting up 
}a counter-pull. New Yorker takes 
| jive, of course, but its patronage 
largely leans toward sweeter 
rhythms, as evidenced by Johnny 
Long’s recent successful stand. 

This date, then, is a test for Good- 
man, who hasn’t located in New York 
for a couple years. It boils down to 
whether he can softpedal his usual 
style enough so as not to make an 
evening at the spot an ear-drum risk. 
Though the band was using gentler 
| rhythms when caught, they were not 
| properly played. Baliads had an un- 
|}dercurrent of definite rhythm that 
| made them sound like hop pieces 
| toned down. Only when the beat sec- 
; tion is erased almost entirely and 
; Goodman gets off on sensitive, tasty, 
soft clarinet solos is there any real 
; smoothness of the type that cheek-to- 
| cheek terpers go for, and which even 
|modern college kids like in equal 
| doses. 


| 


| Band itself, while not comparable 
|to past Goodman-led groups, is a 
| solid combo. It’s surprising in these 
|days of multi-staffed brass and sax 
| sections to note that there are only 
| three trumpets, two trombones, four 
|}sax and four rhythm on the stand. 
| Peggy Lee, new vocalist, doesn’t be- 
|long. Tommy Taylor’s lyricing is 
| fine, aided by his neat style. 

| New ice show is pretty much like 
| the usual ice performances at the 
| New Yorker. There are some differ- 
lent routines and perhaps the most 











and get-pushed-around atmosphere | °¥¢-filling costumes ever draped on 


the skaters here, all adding up to a 
Same line as for- 
merly, with the exception of one 
skater, cavorts smartly in new rou- 
tines; Adele Inge cuts a new set of 
| trick stuff; Ronny Roberts, back here 
| after two years of recuperating from 


(Continued on page 43) 
| 











FRED KEATING 
GOMEZ and MINOR 
NOW 
} LOU seca © ge QUARTER 
Booked by 


KEN LATER AGENCY 
48 West 48th St., New York 
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Original Human Swing Band 


THE THREE CHORDS 


“Say It With Music’ 
Currently ROXY THEATRE, Atlanta, Ga. 


A. B. MARCUS 


Oct. 24-26, PANTAGES THEATRE, Birmingham, Ala. 


Permanent Address: 


THREE CHORDS, 19 MORA ST., DORCHESTER, MASS. 
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Night-Club Reviews 


Continued from page 42 


TERRACE ROOM, N. Y. 


a bad fall, is also a stunt skater, and 
good. Bill and Betty Wade are on 
twice with exceptionally smooth uni- 
son routines, first to tango, second to 
samba rhythms. 

Bob Russell, m.c., does a capable 











a song or two in as things progress. 
Wood. 





CAFE ROUGE, N.Y. 


(HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA) 


Glenn Miller Orch (18) with 
Marion Hutton, Ray Eberle, Modern- 
aires (4), Tex Beneke; Cherney 
Twins; 75c-$1 (Saturday) cover. 


This is Glenn Miller’s. third 
straight fall season at the Pennsyl- 
vania’s Cafe Rouge, which was 
closed the last part of the summer. 
The band he’s leading is essentially 
the same, and its pulling power, in- 
dicated by his summer one-nighters, 
is just as strong, so there’s no reason 
to expect other than a good stay. 

There’s only one fault to be found 
with Miller’s four-trumpet, four- 
trombone (with leader), five-sax, 
four-rhythm combo, and that’s that 
occasionally those eight brass get a 
bit deafening. That’s much more of 
a problem presently than a year ago. 
Today, big bands spotted in such 
spots are leaning backward to avoid 
blasting. Miller apparently doesn’t. 
Of course he gets a lot of kids (they 
were fairly plentiful when caught) 
who demand to have their heads 
blown off, but there’s a lot more 
trade at the Cafe which maybe 
doesn’t agree. 


Penn is trying something new this 
year. The band, with one dance act, 
puts on a dinner show using the out- 
fit’s extremely tasty-muted arrange- 








Anderson’s Streamlined 


Nitery Show May Tour 


Mollywood, Oct. 14. 

John Murray Anderson is being 
negotiated by theatre bookers to 
streamline his ill-starred ‘Silver 
Screen’ nitery venture, which re- 
cently folded at the Wilshire Bowl, 
with loss around $45,000 after 16 
days’ operation. Betty Compson is 
understood pulling out to join Billy 
Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe in New 
York. 

Anderson will trim his unit, if 
offers are attractive enough, 


Agent Pinched 
As Impostor On 
Cuffo Eat Tabs 


Al Walters, Broadway booking 
agent, was pinched by detectives 
last week on complaint of Cue 
magazine that he had used the name 
of a member of the _ publication’s 
staff to obtain free meals for two 
chorus girls. Walters was held 
under $500 bail and will have a fur- 
ther hearing today (Wednesday) 
vohen night club, theatre and restau- 
rant men will be invited in to have 
a look at him. He’s suspected by 
police of having caused newspapers 
and mags annoyance and embarrass- 
ment by frequently palming himself 
off as a member of their staffs to 
grab off cuffo tickets and meals. 

Cue, aware that there was an im- 
poster in the woodpile, recently sent 











ments to build a fine response. It 
doesn’t disturb dining because the 
interlude is 90% sweet music. Miller 
conducts from the floor and uses 
Marion Hutton, Ray Eberle and 
quartet to good advantage. Eberle, 
however, could find something later 
than ‘These Are Things I Love’ to 
open. 


Cherney Twins are the one act. 
Clean, youthful-looking dance team, 
they run through ballroom, Latin 
and jitterbug routines, latter getting 
the best response among older crowd 
even at dinner, which may be the 
tipoff on whether that eight-man 
brass layout will ever really disturb 
anybody. 

Miller is bucking strong name 
competition this year from the near- 
by Hotel New Yorker, which has 
Benny Goodman and an ice show. 

Wood. 


MURRAY ROOM, N. Y. 


(HOTEL SHERATON) 





Murray Room String Quartet; Ray 
Bourbon, with Jack Burke; Ava 
Williams; no minimum. 

Formerly Hotel White, this spot, 
under new management, is attempt- 
ing to liven things up with some 
songsters and a monologist. 

Spencer Sawyer, the  hostelry’s 
Manager, has Ray Bourbon, mimic, 


who's worked mostly on the Coast, | 
in the principal spot, but Ava Wil- | 


liams, personable songstress, runs 
him a tight race for laurels with her 
double-meaning ballads, 
Okay, too, on straight tunes. Bour- 
bon’s imitations are mostly on 
femmes, with his lines going indigo 
in their double-meaning too often. 


Jack Burke enhances his lengthy | 
repertoire of takeoffs with fitting | 


Piano background. Miss Williams is 
aces with ‘Exactly Like You’ and ‘I’ve 
Gotta Guy.’ Hotel’s 


combo. is sufficient for the small, | 


tastefully decorated room. 
Bourbon’s best mimic turn is ‘Life 

Begins at 45.’ He’s a hard worker, 

but material could be toned down a 

bit for this spot, 

_ Management has a pop scale for 

liquors and foods. Wear. 





Hal Grayson set for indef stay at 
Ocean Park, Los Angeles, opening 


Oct. 23 with both MBS and CBS| 
Same 12 men with Alan| 


wires, 
Brooks, Tommy Cunningham and 
Ted Tubb vocalizing. 


a 


Femme is | 


instrumental | 


}a letter to all restaurant, nitery and 
itheatre operators asking them to in- 
|form the mag at once if anyone rep- 
| resenting himself as a member of 
|the staff called for reservations. The 
'Clichy restaurant last Thursday (9) 
| phoned to say that a man who 
‘claimed to be Frank Easton, Cue’s 
lart editor, had asked for a table 
| for two for. that evening. 

| Cue told the eatery to make the 
|reservation and with a detective and 
|Eaton himself along, showed up to 
|\face whoever came to ask for it. 
[Pat Patrick and Betty DeWitt, 
|dancers at the Copacabana, showed 
jup for them. They said Walters, 
|their agent, had made the reserva- 
tion in Eaton’s name. Walters was 
then picked up. 

| Detectives charged that Walters 
|had also used the names of Bob 
\Dana, Herald Tribune; William 

Hawkins, World-Telegram, and Mal- 
|ecom Johnson, Sun. In addition to 
meals and tickets, it was gaid in 
court, he obtained rehearsal rooms 
for the gals in the Gotham and 
Pierre hotels by misrepresenting 
himself. Detectives also claimed he 
had collected money from the gals 
on the promise he would get them 
into the Screen Actors Guild. 

Cue, at last week’s hearing, of- 
fered to drop the prosecution if 
Walters made good on various tabs 
Cue had paid at restaurants where 
he had represented himself as a 
staff member. Magistrate Edgar 
Bromberger insisted the case be 
|prosecuted, however, declaring that 
he had been nipped a number of 
times himself by someone phoning 
jtheatre ticket agencies where he 
|had accounts. 


ANOTHER CHANGE AT LaHIFFY’ 


Another change in handling the 


tavern on 48th street, N. Y., which | 
still carries the name of the late | 
Billy LaHiff, has forced Jack Spooner | 
| F USED to loathe wintertime,” says lovely Hildegarde. “What 
\ with late hours every night and harder work, my resistance 
always fell off and I'd lose energy and vitality. But since I've 
gotten in the habit of taking a Hanovia sun bath everyday, I 
feel like a million... gay, healthy and happy.” 


One of Hildegarde’s greatest attractions is her spontaneous 
vitality... her vivacity. And to nurture this natural charm, she 
relies on her Hanovia Alpine Sun Lamp. Daily Hanovia sun baths 
are famous for their tonic effect... for imbuing tired bodies with 


to return to kis former post at the 
| Stork Club. 


Spot is being operated by Irving | 


| Spieler, an attorney. His wife, pro- 
fessionally known as Norma George, 
is now sole acting manager. Helen 
Rollins, in charge of hat-checking 
|for 17 years, was let out. No reason 
| given. 
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THE NUTMOST IN DANCING 4 


A.BinS 


Just Completed 

EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL, CHICAGO 

BEVERLY HILLS COUNTRY CLUB, KENTUCKY 
BOWERY, DETROIT 

NOW — Panther Room, Sherman Hotel 
Chicago, Ill. “TT 
(SECOND ENGAGEMENT IN 4 MONTHS) . 

Direction of Charles E. Hogan 


STRIPPER EMBARRASSED 
BY LACK OF CLOTHES 


Dayton, Oct. 14. 
As the saying goes, it shouldn’t 
happen to a dog. But Friday after- 
noon (10) it happened to Gypsy 





Rose Lee. There she was in her 
dressing room at the vaudefilm 
Colonial at curtain time—sans 
clothes. 


Of course, one might ask, what 
does a_ strip-teaser need with 
clothes? It appears that while Miss 
Lee is all wrapped up in her literary 
efforts following publication of her 
‘G-String Murders,’ that wasn’t 
enough for an appearance before the 
footlights. Strip-teasing takes a 
proper wardrobe. 


Somewhere between Youngstown, 
where she appeared before playing 
Dayton, and this city the stripper’s 
trunks were lost. Not even a G- 
string made the grade. Then the 
house manager, Goody _ Sable, 
phoned Danny Davenport, manager 
of the burley Mayfair, where G- 
strings are a stock in trade, and soon 
help was on the way. 

Despite lack of her regular cos- 
tumes, Miss Lee clad in a flowing 
negligee, sang her song kidding strip- 
teasing itself. Incidentally, she 
pulled the heaviest opening day 
gross at the Colonial in years. 


WSM Corn Tribe Got 
$4,000 Wkly. Grosses 


During Dixie Touring 








Nashville, Oct. 14. 


Roadshow of ‘Grand Ole Opry,’ 
hillbilly unit from WSM, curtains for 
season with return engagement in 
North Carolina. Has been grossing 
around $4,000 weekly on road. 


The ‘Camel Caravan’ unit of ‘Opry’ 
has been booked through Nov. 27 
with plans for continuation beyond 
that date. The ‘Caravan’ swings back 
on tour of southern army camps with 
dates in Georgia, Missouri, Arkansas, 
Texas and Florida. 


The west coast ‘Caravan’ began its 
tours Monday (6) with Dick Marvin 
of William Esty agency overseeing. 





Balto Niteries Cash In On Defense 
Spending: Splurge on Name Talent 





STICKUPS GET $7,500 
AT CARROLL’S, H’WOOD 


Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Three bandits held up Earl Car- 
roll’s nitery this morning (Tuesday) 
and made off with $7,500, 
Coin represented receipts over the 
long weekend, banks being closed 
Monday on account of the holiday. 








WB SEES BANDS 


BEST B. 0. IN 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 
The day of the high-priced head- 
liner to top the vaude show at the 
Stanley-Warner Earle theatre is ap- 
parently finished. Experiments with 
film names, radio stars and standard 
variety topnotchers have proved 


duds. 

From now on it’s to be bands. 
Nothing else has been found profit- 
able. The regular Earle show for- 
mat for the past two months has been 
a name band with two or three sur- 
rounding variety acts plus a picture. 
Future bookings show that this pol- 
icy will continue. 

The current attraction is Sammy 
Kaye’s band. Next week comes 
Charley Barnet, followed by Ted 
Lewis. Other dates include: Dolly 
Dawn, Oct. 31; Xavier Cugat, Nov. 
7; Artie Shaw, Nov. 14; Erskine Haw- 
kins and the 4 Ink Spots, Nov. 21; 
Johnny Long, Nov. 28; Phil Spitalny, 
Dec. 5, and Woody Herman, Dec. 26. 
Also pencilled in for dates, when 
available, are Tommy and Jimmy 
Dorsey. 








Baltimore, Oct. 14. 


Biggest splurge of entertainment 
in years is paying dividends in nit- 
eries here. With plenty of defense 
coin around and a big influx of a 
freer-spending citizenry than the 
traditionally comservative, home- 
staying native, town’s spots, from the 
lowliest honkytonk to the swankiest 
bistros, are cashing in. 

Opening last week was the newest 
addition to the plush clubs, the Club 
21, located on town’s main drag di- 
rectly opposite the Lord Baltimore 
Hotel. Under management of Jules 
‘Babe’ Mednick, new spot has lined 
up an ambitious floor layout being 
emceed by Jack Waldron and em- 
ploying The Three Wiles, Linda Lee, 
Margo Sisters and Boots McKenna’s 
line of girls. Seating 350, effort is 
being directed to a lunch and dinner 
trade as well as cocktail and after- 
theatre divertissement. 


Current at the Chanticleer, cock- 
tail Jounge in swank part of town, 
is Dolly Dawn’s orch, with Cecil 
Golly set to follow, in opposition to 
Mal Hallett at the equally swank 
Belvedere Hotel. Elaborate floor 
shows are employed at the 2 O’clock 
Club, Club Charles, Madison and 
Beachcomber. Of smaller intimate 
spots, Doc’s goes in for lone attrac- 
tions of some name value. 

Honkytonks 


Avalanche of honkytonks has 
sprung up in downfown sector where 
the famous 
The Oasis has been built into an in- 
ternationally famous slum joint by 
its colorful proprietor ‘Judge’ Max 
A. Cohen. These spots are doing 
well enough but lack the reverse ap- 
peal to the carriage trade that makes 
the nightly count at the Oasis reach 
into important money. 


Liquor licenses have been restrict- 
ed for new dine and dance ventures, 
Sunday shutdown in nearby Pennsyl- 
vania and early Saturday night clos- 
ing in Washington 40 miles away are 
considered factors in added attend- 
ance. Friday and Saturday pay 
nights are headaches, with turnaway 
biz a real problem. Nabe spots cash 
in on the turnaway. 
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as a Hanovia lamp. 





HANOVI 


pep and vigor. Because of Hanovia’s patented quartz-mercury 
tube", it brings you a// 12 bands of ultraviolet, and it is this 
health-giving ultraviolet that activates Vitamin D, calms frayed 
nerves and builds up vital energy in the body. Remember, no 
other lamp gives you anywhere as much effective ultraviolet 


To keep in prime condition and to gain an attractive, healthy 
tan, do what Hildegarde does — take a daily Hanovia sun bath. 


HANOVIA ALPINE HOME SUN LAMP 


See Hanovia Lams at department, electric and medical stores and our showrooms. 


Chemical 
& Mfg. Co. 


Newark, N. J. 134 Federal St 
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“WHY THERE’S A 
SUN LAMPS! 


The Hanovia patented 


of ultraviolet, substantially 
more effective healthful rays 
than any other make of sun 


these tubes, because of their 
glass composition, cut 
out many of the health- _, 
ful ultraviolet rays. 
Dept. V-1 
for free booklet, 
Place In 
Sun.” 
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uartz-mercury tube 
rings you all12 bands 








lamp. 
Ordinary sun lamps bave bulb- Prices from 
like tubes. The outer casing of $64.50 F.0.8. 
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44 HOUSE REVIEWS 


STATE, N. Y. 


Joe Frisco, Paul Haakon & Patricia) cinver could have stayed on all eve- 


Bowman, Maxine Sullivan, The Her- 
zogs (5), Walter Thornton’s Models 
(14), Ruby Zwerling’s House Band; 
‘When Ladies Meet’ (M-G). 


now and then the State 
revert to those ‘good old 
Here is another 


Every 
seems to 
days’ of vaudeville. 


throws in impersonations of 
Miranda, Mae West and 
Number is whammo 
in the aisles. 


and 
Carmen 
| Bonnie Baker. 
and had ‘em rolling 
ning. Jon, 


SHUBERT, N. H. 


New Haven, Oct. 12. 


instance—and one of the best—that Ciro Rimac Orch ' : 
good straivht variety layouts can | Camargo, Chiquita Maria; Charley 
still be booked. If one will discount | Boy, Mechita Virella, Martenz & 


the closing Walter Thornton’s Mo iels 
(New Acts) as an exploitation rather 
than an entertainment item, the bill 
could measure up as a good Palace | 
first-half, though less costly at under | 
$4,500. 

Another educational illustration on 
this show is that vaudeville show- 
manship is not entirely dead. This 
is the combination of Paul Haakon 
and ballerina Patricia Bowman (New 
Acts), an idea advanced by Milton 
Berger, of Jack Davies’ agency, who 
manages Haakon, but not Miss Bow- 


Delita: Bob Eaton, LaFluer and Man- 
ners. Virginia Austin, Monroe & 
Grant; ‘Deadly Game’ (Mono). 


policy between straight shows. 
sults were so satisfactory they're do- 
ing another four-day stretch cur-| 
rently, with Ciro Rimac’s orch and 
four acts as the attraction. 

Show is a colorful combo of stand- 
ard acts and a flashy rhumba band 


man, a William Morris office ac-| that tears through a fast revue. | 
count. Berger broached the plan to | Veude ha'f is unbalanced with two) 
merge the two top-ranking dancers | acro turns on a four-act bill, but | 
in a two-act. The Morris office co- | both LaFluer and Manners (aerial | 
operated and the State comes upj}and contortion) and Monroe and | 
with one ofWhe best dancing acts of ;Grant (tremovoline) score individ- | 
its type seen\in many years. | ually. Other acts are V sane 
eon — ti a click with an _ original | 

sy have Palace written all over | Austin, 
They hove Fam marioret routine, and Bob Faton| 


them, but of even truer two-a-day 
vintage is Joe Frisco, back east after | 
a long hiatus, mostly layoff, on the | 
Coast. It’s been some years since | 
Frisco chose to skip meals rather than | 
take a cut at the Palace or else- 
where, and, because dying vaude | 
couldn't afford high salaries, he’s | 
possibly had more hotel managers | 
tendering him biils than bookers 
offering contracts. Now he’s back, 
working probably at an even greater | 
cut, but he’s the Joe Frisco of old, | 
with a new piece of business that’s | 
a comedy gem. 


At the State a good part of the) 
house is not entirely hep to his ‘bet- 
ting room’ routine, but that doesn’t 
detract from its worth as bellylaugh 
material any place where an audi- 
ence knows more about a Racing 
Form than ‘advice to the lovelorn.’ 
As an irritable musician, loaded 
down with racing charts, daily news- 
paper selections and clockers’ re- 
ports, in which he gets all tangled 
up, Frisco is a delight to watch and 
laugh at. His monolog preceding 
this is likewise too smart for the 
State’s mob, but they understood his 
standard Frisco dance finale, and he 
went off to big applause Thursday 
night (9). 


In the deuce, up ahead of Haakon 
and Miss Bowman, Maxine Sullivan, 
first-rank colored songstress, whams 
with such tunes as ‘Sweet Molly 
Malone,’ ‘St. Louis Blues’ and ‘Loch 


| that goes double for the specialties 


working with midget duo, Rector 


|and Odette, on songs, chatter, dances 


and xylophone. 

Rimac works his band fast, and 
in his revue. Latter are Charley 
Boy and Mechita, dancers; Martenz 
and Delita, acrobatics; Maria, dancer; 
Alzira Camargo, Latin songs. Rimac 
doubles into some hot hoofing with 
Charley Boy (a clever challenge 
routine) and Maria. On the band 
end, maestro opens all the stops from 
Cuban swing, through the Brazilian 
samba to a conga finale. It’s the 
rhumbaland band’s first stopover 
here and patrons have taken to it 
kindly. 

Biz good on Sunday opening. 

Bone. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


(11) with Alzira. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 
Jimmie Lunceford Orch (15), Bill 
Robinson, Miller Brothers & Lois, 
Velma Middleton, James Young, Dar 
Grissom, Willie Smith, Joe Thomas, 





Orch ‘Married Bachelor’ 


| (M-G). 





(16); 

Bang-up’s the word for it at the 
WB deluxer this week. With a line 
of gals, a few blackouts and a couple 
of additional acts, the Jimmie Lunce- 
ford-Bill Robinson setup could haul 





out a title. like ‘Brown Buddies of | 


| 1942," or something, and go peddle its | 


de | papers at $2 or more. 
A couple of weeks ago the Shubert | papers at $2 « 


split a legit week with four days of 
band-vaude as a feeler for a fill-in | 
Re- | 


Cream of colored band society can 
move over and make way for Lunce- 
ford. Lunceford has a band to meet 
every musical taste; it’s sweet, it’s 
hot, it’s melodic and jungular. Melo- 


| dies are just as important to the} 


business-like batoneer as tne trim- 


mings, and in that rhythm section, | 


which is among the tops in the field, 
Lunceford has four men any maestro 
would give his right eye, not to men- 
tion several broken-down sax play- 
ers, to possess. 

Nothing wrong with the brasses 
and reeds, but it’s bass, drums, piano 
and guitar, particularly the latter 
two, that stand out here. 
ally everything Lunceford plays pos- 
sesses a distinguished authority as 
well as musical intelligence, although 
his highest spots are probably ‘Song 
of Islands,’ which guitarist takes off, 
and ‘Daddy,’ about the best arrange- 
ment of that tune heard yet. 

Of course, Robinson is still Robin- 
son, who, in the early sixties, con- 
tinues to dance rings around most 
of the tapping fraternity. What he’s 
doing here next-to-closing is an ex- 
act duplicate of the afterpiece he did 
in ‘The Hot Mikado’ at the Nixon a 
couple of seasons ago at $3.30. Spins 
a few yarns before his brilliant soft- 
shoeing, and for a finish gives his 


Certainly big- | 
| gest bargain Stanley has slipped its | 
| customers in a lot of weeks. 


Practic- | 


to a sly finish, which is a cinch for 
a begoff. Here is the answer te a 
booker’s cry for something different 
in an acro turn. 

Miss Bowan, given the tough as- 
signment of winding up, comes 
through solidly. Impressions of 
Carmen Miranda, Gloria Swanson, a 


Elmer Crumbley, Max Adkins House! Cockney bathing beauty and the in- 


evitable one of Mrs. F.D.R. sell in 
rising climax. 
Biz okay. Burm. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 





San Francisco, Oct. 8. 
Elizabeth Talbot-Martin, Gautier’s 
Bricklayers, Fred Sanborn, Fredday- 
sons (7), Peggy O’Neill Line (12), 
Charles Kaley House Orch (13); ‘Lit- 
tle Foxes’ (RKO.) 





t's like old-time vaude at the Gate | 


this sesh, with the orch relegated to 
the pit due to the fact that Gautier’s 
Bricklayers require a full stage. 

Opening are the circusy Freddy- 
sons, seven red-costumed tumblers 
with a flock of flips climaxing in a 
four-high buildup and a double back- 
spin into an elevated chair. Sus- 
penseful and flashy, it’s a solid open- 
ing turn, collecting hefty returns. 

Elizabeth Talbot-Martin, first seen 
here in ‘Meet the People,’ singles in 
the second spot with her takeoffs on 
Hepburn, Mrs. F. D. R., Garbo and 
Aimee Semple McPherson. Inclined 
to mug more than she did on her 
last trip, but she’s still clicko, audi- 
ence calling her back even after next 
number had been introduced. Didn't 
take the earned encore, however. 
House line occupies trey, working 
elevated stages. 

Fred Sanborn follows with the 
xylophone clowning, which makes 
two woodpile pounders current lo- 
cally (Prof. Lamberti is at the Bal 
Tabarin). Both always find a warm 
welcome here, and this is no excep- 
tion, Sanborn having everything his 
own way from his first appearance. 
Had to beg off, offering no encore 
despite repeated call-backs. 


Gautier’s Bricklayers close to one 
of the biggest ovations accorded an 
act here in some time. Curtains part 
on a miniature building under con- 
struction with costumed dogs toting 
bricks, carrying lumber, operating 


impression of ‘Bill Robinson 40 
years from now.’ It’s swell show- 
manship, but the way Bojangles 
looks and performs today, he could 
just as well have made it an even 
60. 





Dolly Dawn Orch (13) with Frank 
Cross, Van Smith; Pearl Roberts, 3 
Heath Bros., 4 Macks, Wally Brown 
| & Annette Ames, 3 Stooges; Shorts & 
Newsreels. 





} 





Flatbush played legit through the 
;}summer at pop prices and clicked; 
| current layout is the first in a return 
to name bands and vaude for the 
new season 
of turns, 


much longer in numbers 





Lomond.’ She’s standard and an as- of acts than the usual Flatbush lay- 
set in any theatre. The Herzogs, out. Two bits, Four Macks and 
five girls working the trapeze and| Wally Brown-Annette Ames stand 


rope perch, with one of them coming 
up out of the audience for a comedy 
finale, have virtually been playing 
stock here. They are frequent re- 
peaters and always score, but 
minutes is a long time for a novelty. 
As it is, however, the show runs 
only 62 minutes. 
Business was good. Scho. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, N. J., Oct. 11. 
Larry Clinton Orch (16) with 
Peggy Mann & Butch Stone; Radio 
Ramblers (3), Whitson Brothers (4), 


4\ backs other acts throughout. 


out sharply. 


Dolly Dawn's band, staffed with 
three trumpets, two trombones, four 
sax and three rhythm, opens and 
" te @ 
|fair group, weak in rhythm and ar- 
|rangements and rough in the other 
sections, but on the whole it per- 
forms creditably. Miss Dawn, chubby 
batoneer, does a pleasant, modified 
Ina Ray Hutton routine up front and 
sings, ‘Yes Indeed,’ near opening, 
is her only song try until almost the 
finale, when she knocks off ‘Em- 
braceable You’ and ‘Hallelujah,’ 
which gives an idea of the bad pac- 
ing of the layout. Her voice is okay 
as a band vocalist. Frank Cross, 











Linda Moody, Gertrude Niesen;| male songster, follows Miss Dawn 
Hurricane Smith’ (Rep). | with ‘Blue Champagne’ and ‘You and 
—— |I” His is a deep voice which the 

This setup is all on the swing/ usually poor Flatbush p.a. system 


side, with Larry Clinton’s combo, a - 


ways a big fave here, setting a torrid 


tempo for a bill that’s fast, zippy and 
very easy to take. 


Clinton’s aggregation of six brass, | 
five saxes, and four rhythm at times | 


leans too much to the blatant side. 
Band 
house and could be heard a block 
away when caught. 

Bill gets away to fast start with 
band going ‘Kansas City Moods,’ and 


) : ~— pens. One member does imitations 
her > 17 ~witcnes Loy ‘ i. . . 1 . 1 
then spotlight Switches to Peggy|of various trumpet-playing band- 
Wann. ¢ nnton S chirper, who cana~| jeaders, another does good solo danc- 
ties ‘Got You Under My Skin,” “You! ing, and the third a creditable job 
and | — Ps yes pow — re */of aping, without billing, Harry Ritz 
rrOVUS ir > ry] acl > . ’ ys 
wow’ 101 te Ss an lant Ss an — of Ritz Bros. He’s comical in spots. 
2 live ( ‘rie cc n ge > y = . i 
~ . 4 ‘“ coun & -: ‘ Butch Encore brings trio on in femme 
1€1 She teams up wi 3utcl , ’ 
Sions 1 + 7 * n ‘ Po poo aa getup to panto ‘Jim Jam Jump,’ song | 
one anas scat s per, 4 Ss s ; 
pty , Say SUISet, . ine being done from backstage by an 
Look At Me Now’ for solid plaudits. Ee iy Vr ean - 4 
+ eae 2 a? : Andrews Sisters recording. 

Clinton resumes with such stand- Sour Macks rolierskatin rou 
bys as ‘Jazz Me Blues,’ ‘Old Man} ;. Gna of oe " ohana i g 8 f , | 
. ’ ~ =e ‘ . I O ne iass Ss rns Ss 
River.’ and ‘Semper Fidelis. Old - a we. vee 


Man River’ gives too much play to 
the drummer and 
number that falls flat. 


Stone, the band’s funny man, sings 


*Hot Dog Joe,’ 


‘Nagasaki,’ having a_ tough 


getting off. The Whitson brothers’ | 
clicko with | 


acro turn was plenty 
this audience and the boys were 
forced to beg off. 

Linda Moody has a terp act that’s 
easy to watch and caught on nicely. 


almost tore the roof off the! 


is an overlong} 


‘Feet’s Too Big’ and | 
time | 


didn’t treat kindly. 

Rest of the show is a hodge-podge 
except for the two outside acts men- 
tioned above. Pearl Roberts, toe- 
tapstress, is first on, but gets short 
shrift. She could do more than the 
single neat routine to which she’s 
been limited. Three Heaths, on the 
| Same-bill with Three Stooges, some- 


| what similar act, nick the customers’ | 
funny-bones, but nothing much hap-| 


kind around. In existence for years, 
the stunts they offer have been de- 
| veloped to a point where they draw 


| gasps of apprehension. Tricks are 
| too many to detail, but every one 
grabs heavy response. Brown and 


Miss Ames have gone far since re- 
viewed here last year. Brown’s 
opening double-talk routine clicks 
solidly; it’s based most of the way 


}on one theme, which is what makes | 


|it funnier. Too many double-talkers 


Took several bows. The Radio Ram-| hop all over the lot. Miss Ames 
blers’ routine isn’t any too strong but | Sings, dances and generally helps 
was plenty punchy here, the im-| things. 

personations of Laughton, Hitler,, The Stooges need only put in an 


et al., clicking neatly. 
good fer three encores. 

Gertrude Niesen’s song stylisms 
are as solid as ever, and her singing 
of ‘Temptation,’ ‘Jim’ and ‘Mama y 
Caro,’ with a second chorus done in 
Portuguese, is clicko all the way. 
For an encoré she does ‘Ch, Johnny’ 


Boys were 


| appearance to settle an audience in a 
| receptive frame of mind, They click 
solidly with their expected rough- 
| house and tasteless nose-picking, but 
| essentially the act is not as good as it 
could be. Material is pretty weak. 
Fastest part of the turn when caught 
was the hoofing finale. Wood. 


It’s a fair combination | 


lifts, etc. No human appears for 
several minutes while the audience 
sits popeyed. When Gautier finally 
walks on, the joint explodes. In- 
credible and unbelievable is the 
manner in which the pooches, seem- 


Outside of Lunceford’s specialists, 
all of whom ring the bell, there are 
two other outside turns. First is 
Velma Middleton, a real hefty and 
naturally a visual howl at the outset. 
Sings a couple of songs, but it’s not 
ithe voice so much as the delivery. 
| Gal throws everything into her turn,| },-° ; 
| including the shakes, the bumps ond | Sema ee like yokels at a fair, 
| the splits, and achieves the propor- S} is one Goes. 

‘tions of a minor panic when she|_.~2°W !8 exceptionally short, run- 
boogs down the line for an exit, ace less than 40 minutes, but has 
Second act is that of Miller Brothers at of punch. Biz okay at supper 
and Lois, outfitted nattily in white] ~ ; ern. 
tails and toppers, with the gal wear- 

ing shorts instead of long pants. TOWER, K. C. 
Threesome goes in for some tricky 

and at the same time dangerous ee ass 

hoofing, first using horizontal stair H H Kansas City, Oct. 11. 
platform, with each step separated | (, orace Heidt Orch. 

from the other by several inches,| ©O!ton, Donna and Her Don Juans 
then a high. narrow platform that | (4), Fred Lowery, Ronnie Kemper, 
doesn’t give ’em even a foot to go on. | Mimi Cabanne, Ollie O’Toole, Burton 
Bang out a set of lightning routines | Bal e, Red Ferrington, Frankie 
atop a platform on which one mis-| ‘Pit “4 Jerry Bowne, Frank DeVol; 
step would mean a bad fall. aa | ittsburg Kid Rep). 
ously showy turn and over big. It’s been many months since the 


Cohen. | Tower has had a name or an enter- 
| talinment aggregation such as Heidt 
jand his 24 people, and over two 
| years since this same crew previous- 
| ly appeared here. Current show out- 
| distances the previous effort of this 


| 





| 




















HIPP, BALTO 





Baltimore, Oct. 11. | + as : 
b , . outfit and the 65 mi Ss ain | 
| Yvette, Don Cummings, Equitlo! oonsider; ; aaa grees 
: considerably more than the usual 
Bros. (2), 4 Samuels, Sibyl Bowan,) quota of vari . ' 

; Pps quota of varied entertainment. Con-| 
| Felice Iula House Orch (13); ‘La- sequently the raise in admission 
7 ; 9 “ J A . aio : SS 
dies in Retirement’ (RKO). ito a 50c. top (including tax) makes 

eee this show, combined w »atur 
Ceunent teak tase peewee bow ith a feature 


| former institutions of vaude may be 
reshaped to advantage. As presented 
here, Yvette, bill’s headliner, is on} 
in the deuce, while the Equillo Bros., 
an acrobatic turn, is on next-to-clos- 
|ing, while Sibyl Bowan, closes. 
Might make some of the oldtimers 
squirm but as caught here it works 


the entertainment seeker 
usual production here 
variety acts at 30c. top. 
The fat hour is a solid package of 
talent and fun as Heidt has sur- 
rounded himself with a retinue of 
surefire performers. Little time is 
lost as the band tees off with ‘Hot 


than 


based on 


| 
} 


out to considerable advantage and) Lips.’ Donna and her three Don 
entertainment effect. ; Juans then contribute ‘B-I-Bi’ as 
Utilizing Don Cummings as smart-| their inning and work frequently in 
working emcee, setup gets under | the background throughout the show. 
way with potent hoofery of the Fow As a variant to the many musical 
Samuels. Mixed foursome woxks in| numbers, Burton Pierce, a home 
isly comedy with four-way hoofery| town products, terp a modern 
and solos by two femmes to ring up| routine to his own composition, ‘My 
a potent spot solidly closed with Heart Runs After You.’ and plays 
|military tap good for a series of| monkey-on-a-string while Heidt 
|bends. Make good for vocals of schools the audience in tap _tech- 
Yvette, who follows. nique. There’s a novelty ‘Mama,’ 
Nice-looking femme from radio, | the successor to ‘Daddy,’ by Red| 
|she delivers and handles ultra| Ferrington before Ollie O'Toole gets | 
include ‘Let’s|in his sock work of vocal impres- 


a vocals that 


Get Away From It All,’ ‘You and I)’ | sions travestizing figures of the day. 





\‘Daddy’ and, for a legit encore, | Larry. Cotton is on for his dreamy 
‘Jim.’ Good pipes and style of sell- | crooning of ‘World on Fire,’ and then 
ing, because of implications of| WOTKS Out on opera, with Mimi 
| French accent and background, add| Cabanne and several of the outfit 


contributing for an unexpectedly 
large audience hand. Frankie Carle 
at the pYmho reeling off his own hit 


brewtigeon d and appeal. She’s a natural | 


for anywhere. 


ingly uncued, go through their roles. | 
It isn’t often that an animal act has | 


with Larry | 


film, probably more of a bargain to| 
the | 


Cummings contributes most of his 
act next. Flip gagging and fresh 
style of clowning registers well be- 


| . - 1 . 
|} tween his roping, which carries con- | 


| siderable weight on its own, 

knows his way around and gives just 
the right touch to the combination 
here, Introduces the Equillo Bros., 
who follow with hand-to-hand stuff 
that is decidedly different and ap- 
pealingly novel in presentation. 





tricks performed 


| for good 
whistling. 


singing or 





| 


| 


| 


; | 
Comic | Pe 


| 
| 


On| minutes are no particular tdow 
to a double vocal of a special lyric} but a decided hese from Pape octe 
about the prairies, lads strip down | pace of the preceding fast minu 
while | 
Time matters’ such by’ the patrons. 


numbers and Ronnie Kemper vocal- 
ling the cuter pop songs have strong 
innings before Fred Lowery’s stand- 
ard whistling closes the roster of 
idt’s individual performers. 

Mood of the show is aboutfaced as 
Heidt goes in for some personal 
clowning and then gets into the 
‘Treasure Chest’ routine with kids 
from the audience. These last 10 


It’s all in adlibbed fun and taken as 


Quin. 


ites. | 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 





Louis Prima orch, Jack Powers 
Lynn, Royce and Vanya; Ginger Har. 
mon, Roy Davis, Lily Ann Carrol 
Henry Armetta; ‘Doctors Don’t Tei? 
(WB). 








Louis Prima has notably improved 
in the last year or so, not only per. 
sonally as an mic. but as a stage 
orchestra attraction. Currently head. 
ing the stageshow at the Strand 
Brooklyn, he displays all his char. 
|acteristic ebullience and vitality, plus 
|an acquired poise and knack of han. 
dling an audience. In addition, his 
| band, which formerly almost split a 
spectator’s eardrums with every tune 
| has toned down its blaring somewhat 
and even makes a gesture toward 
sweetness On accompaniments for the 
individual acts. 
Prima is spotlighted constantly and 
| maintains a barrage of shouts, gags 

zyyrations and trumpet breaks. It's 
}all rather contagious, from humor. 
| ously exaggerated introductions to 
explosive song lyrics or slapstick 
antics. It’s more than merely noisy; 
it’s a skillful, painstakingly learned 
projection of personalitv—and it un- 
failingly sells the band. 

Opening with a short version of 
‘Happy,’ the orchestra follows with a 
hot arrangement of ‘Sweet Georgia 
Brown,’ built to a solid climax. Jack 
Powers vocals several numbers ac- 
ceptably. He's a tall young fellow 
with a shock of unruly black hair 
and an unassuming manner that 
should click with femme audiences, 
Singing is fair, except for his voice 
transitions for high notes. 

Lynn, Royce and Vanya follow 
with a smash comedy dance act. Two 
men and a girl open straight and 
score that way, then gradually man- 
gle the routine with expertly timed 
and hilarious rough-house. It’s a 
standard act and, as always, Irresist- 
ible comedy. Ginger Harmon (New 
Acts) is on next for a good impres- 
sion. Prima’s loud accompaniment 
doesn’t help. 

Following a novelty number, ‘Tiki- 
Ti, Tiki-Ta, by the band, Roy Davis 











while actual records of the numbers 
are played on a phonograph. His 
mugging to the singing of Jerry Co- 
lonna, Cyril Smith and Bonnie Baker 
| 1S incongruous and funny. Lily Ann 
Carroll, vocalist with the band. is 
| nee with two numbers, and then 
| joins Prima and members of the out- 
fit in a comedy arrangement of 
‘Daddy.’ She’s a voluptuous looker, 
not less so because of the sweater- 
and-skirt outfit she wears. Has a 
throbbing torch manner of singing, 
with good diction and, except for 
shrill high notes, a strong voice. 

Henry Armetta, partnered with his 
wife (unbilled), closed the show with 
a tedious domestic-bickering sketch. 
Material is ancient and flabby, with- 
out originality or wit. Their deliv- 
ery is commonplace and appearance 
shoddy. After their doubtful recep- 
tion by the rowdy Brooklyn audi- 
ence, Armetta’s thank-you speech is 
nathetic. 

Business was slim at the last show 
Friday night (10). Hobe. 








| OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


| 
| 


Miami, Oct. 10 
Pinky Tomlin. Bob Evans, Fayne & 
Foster, Emerald Sisters, Troy & 
Lynn, Charley Shay House Orch; 
‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB). 


A strong lineup, but light on com- 
edy. Probably just as well though, 
considering what audiences. here 
| have had to put up with lately from 
the n. g. comics. 

Upper-case billing is split between 
| Pinky Tomlin and Bob Evans, but it’s 


|Evans who really wraps up the 
works. He’s a clever young ventrilo- 
quist with loads of talent. Almost 
impossib'’e to distinguish any lip 


movement, when close up. 
Works with a singing dummy tabbed 
Jerry O'Leary, and between the two 
they snare plenty of audible returns 


even 
Cvecil 


Evar recently returned from Rio 
where he worked with the Eddy 
Duchin Init at the Capocabana 
Casi 0 

Althou Tomlin hasn’t been ex- 
ictly creating any furor of late, he’s 
still good b.o. bait down here. An 
ingratiating chap with a_ hokey, 
homespun personality, he’s just a bit 
too difficent to really wow ’em. Gets 


plenty of response to ‘Object of My 
Affections’ and ‘Love Bug.’ but his 
sunnorting material is weak. 

With more oomph to his delivery 
and a better choice of tunes he can 
still be an act to be reckoned with. 

The team of Fayne and Foster is 
an old-timer, but lately they have 
added a new pitch to their standard 
rim-ringing, chime-clanging act. 
Their rigging now includes a lineup 
of tuned crybabies who carry a tune 


; by shrieking when pressed on the 
noggin. It’s good for a howl. 

The Emerald Sisters are two 
| knockabout across. Gals take plenty 
|of punishment, tumbling off tables 


|and chairs in a general free-for-all. 
It’s a spectacular turn and wel! re- 
ceived. 

| Troy and Lynn are standard ec- 
'centric terpers, lacking any really 
| bell-ringing returns. Charles Sha} 
continues to do a fine job with hous 
band 


i . Biz on upbeat. Leslie: 


does his familiar pantomime of songs;-~~ 
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APOLLO, N. Y. 


chester (Eddie Anderson), Kitty 
Ra Monte Hawley, Babe Law- 
"F'orida Aristocrats (3), Three 
Sams, Savoy Sultans orch with 
Evelyn White; ‘Prisoner of Devil’s 
Island’ (Col). 





rence, 


What was supposed to be a great 
triumphal homecoming to Harlem 
for Rochester appeared to be some- 
what less than that on opening day 
(Friday) of his show at the Apollo. 
House was well-filled, but the ex- 
pected overflow did not materialize 
and it seemed that the large ofay 
ortion of the audience was enjoy- 
ing the antics of the Jack Benny fu- 
gitive a_lot more than the natives 
were. Whatever the explanation for 
that, it is not apparent. 

Show, like so many of those at 
the Apollo, buckles under a super- 
fluity of plenty. Rochester is on so 
frequently and so long during the 
90-minute session that it would have 
taken a lot better material for any 
comic to have come through 100%. 
Add to thet a flock of other shows,. 
all preponderantly on the Harlem 
terping side, and the squirminess of 
the audience at the often slow. place 
js quickly understandable. 

Real show-stopper isn’t Rochester 
at all—although there should be no 
disparagement of his topnotch work 
—but a gal with him, Kitty Murray. 
A buxom colored wench with a real 
comedy sense, she slams over in 
terping and clowning, solo and with 
Rochester. Niftily rigged for laughs, 
she’s introed as the Apollo’s amateur 
entry in a beauty-personality con- 
test being run by Rochester. 

Monte Hawley, the lone white 
turn on this otherwise all-colored 
bill, is also with the abbreviated 
edition of the Rochester unit that 
toured during the summer. Hawley 
means little as m.c. and the idea of 
introing the blackfaced Benny comic 
with a full buildup after he has pre- 
viously been on the stage for 20 
minutes is positively silly. Best of 
the Rochester stuff is the crosstalk 
between him and Benny—the latter 
on the screen in a_ specially-made 
pic. Rochester's dancing is also 
sockeroo. Couple skits in which he 
works with some Apollo regulars are 
less so. 

Al Cooper's Savoy Sultans, import- 
ed from the nearby Savoy Ballroom, 
provide the earbending jive back- 
ground from the stage for Rochester 
and the other turns. Evelyn White 
warbles with them for okay results. 

Florida Aristocrats, two guys and 
a gal in white evening clothes, click 
well with tapping on chairs and 
tables. Finale is strong, one guy 
sitting on a chair which is on a 
table. While his feet tap on the 
table top, the other- male in the 
trio lifts ch.ir, table and tapper 
right off the floor with his teeth. 

Three Sams, male terping and 
comedy turn, are okay as an act, as 
is Babe Lawrence, but latter has to 
hoof through an interminable stage 
wait. Line of 16 gals works as inde- 

endently and as out-of-step as ever, 

ut muddle through two routines ail 
right in attractive costumes Herb. 


CENTRAL, PASSAIC 


Passaic, Oct. 11. 

Johnny Long Orch (14) with 
Helen Young and Bob Houston; Joey 
Reardon, Four Co-Eds, Diosa Cos- 
tello, Henny Youngman. 

Paced by Johnny Long’s orchestra 
and backed solidly by Diosa Costello 
and Henny Youngman, this 85-min- 
ute bill is clicko all the way. Cur- 
rent layout is this theatre’s sixth 
since it preemed Sept. 10 and main- 
tains the high entertainment stand- 
ard set by house since its getaway. 

Long’s combo, consisting of five 
brass, four saxes, and four rhythm, 
is plenty socko and goes allout for 
arrangements off the beaten track. A 
800d part of the crew’s repertoire is 
given over to numbers which it has 
successfully waxed, namely, ‘Biue 
Skies,’ ‘Old Shanty Town,’ and ‘Kiss 
Boys Goodbye.’ Band leans a little 
to the brassy side but results are 
never ear-splitting and plenty of 
emphasis is given to the saxes and 
rhythm section. 

Long’s crew has two topnotch 
vocalists in Helen Young and Bob 
Houston. Gal’s fine pipes are heard 
to advantage in ‘Bill,’ ‘5 Guys Named 
Moe,’ and ‘B-I-BI.’ Band’s_ glee 
club furnishes nice background for 
her chirping. Houston’s_ pleasant 
baritone clicks strongly with ‘You 
and I,’ ‘Shepherd Serenade’ and 
Surrender, Dear.’ 

Youngman handles most of the em- 
ceeing in addition to dispensing his 
Own rapid-fire chatter. Youngman’s 
Spiel accounts for about one quarter 
of the bill and he wowed the audi- 
€nce with one punch line after an- 
Other. Comic’s patter, his so-called 
Violin stint, and his takeoff on 
Wuthering Heights’ came in for 
Plenty of salvos, 

The Four Co-Eds, quartet of 
shapely terpers, have plenty of eye 
appeal and also know their tapology. 
Gals score best in an encore bit in 
which each femme does a Bill Robin- 
son on miniature stairs and then 
winds up with a fast acro. 

Joey Reardon, who sings and 
sounds off like a trumpet, guitar, 
trombone and a couple of hens fight- | 
Ing Over a rooster, came in for plenty ! 





of plaudits, but didn’t walk off in 
time. Finaled with death scene from 
Cagney’s ‘Angels With Dirty Faces,’ 
which, besides being out of place, 
didn’t register any too well. 

Closing spot on the bill is given 
to Miss Costello, whose Latin-Amer- 
ican capers remain plenty potent. 
Gal sings two Spanish numbers in 
sultry voice, but her rea! forte is 
still her danceology. Does a conga, 
shag and then teams with male part- 
ner for a fast finale that had the au- 
dience crying for more. Could have 
stayed on all night. 

House well filled when last show 
was caught Friday (11). Jon. 


EMBASSY, N. Y 
, . . 
(NEWSREELS) 
Originality employed by newsreel 
editors this week is standout while 
Paramount scores with an exclusive 
on Dakar, possible hopoff point for 
German invasion of the Western 
Hemisphere. Taken by Par camera- 
man, Dakar subject ties in military 
preparations in the North African 
port with President Roosevelt's 
oe about invasion bases near 


Subject gives such a comprehen- 
sive closeup of the African port and 
such detailed survey of defenses 
there that the clips possibly will be 
an eye-opener to those who en- 
visioned Dakar as an invasion push- 
over. The spot is heavily garrisoned 
by crack French Legionnaires. Giant 
French battleships and a large air 
force also are shown. 


Another exclusive is Fox’s story 
on parachutist who landed on Devil’s 
Tower, Wyoming, and was stranded 
until rescued by expert mountain 
climbers. Gives full yarn, including 
actual parachute leap. 


Universal again snags attention 
with its comedy monkey, in this time 
as a guide in a Buffalo zoo. Tom 
Mead, U editor, who built the mon- 
key character into a weekly laugh 
feature for Universal in the last six 
weeks, has a real comedy bet, though 
this particular clip suffers slightly 
from inane narration. But Mead has 
competitive reel companies scurry- 
ing around trying te dig up a com- 
parable laugh feature. News of Day 
apparently has just that this week 
in two playful monks who rassle 
with a giant Dane dog. It’s a real 
laugh-getter. 

Three hot spots in war zone are 
strung together deftly by Par, Brit- 
ish island of Cyprus, Iran and To- 
bruk. Latter contains graphic cam- 
era shot, showing the British artil- 
lery taking potshots at Italian ammu- 
nition dumps and scoring a direct 
hit. 

Fox registers with a human in- 
terest story—return of wounded An- 
zacs to Sydney, Australia. Pathe also 


Aussie troops at Singapore. N. of D. 
shows the Warspite, British battle- 
wagon, undergoing repairs in an 
American sport. , 

Hurricane off the Florida coast and 
Kansas City twister are shrewdly 
dovetailed by Par under the caption 
‘The Weather Wins.’ Shots in K.C. 
include a rare view of the cone- 
shaped cyclone cloud. 





|detail essentials of U. S. industrial 
|mobilization for successful war effort 
|in his weekly clip. Universal covers 
j}the southern war games while Fox 
| has vivid clips from Finland and 
Russia on fighting on Russo battle- 
| front. 

| ‘Invasion,’ novel round-table short 
|by Columbia, also on bill. Wear. 








| ‘Buck-Passing’ 
| i————]  ontinued from page 4 meee 


|Smith & Aller books. Therefore, his 
| brother-in-law would have to pay in- 
|come taxes on the $50,000. So 
iSchenck agreed that Metro would 
| buy enough additional film through 
|him to pay the taxes, too. 

| It appears, however, that Schenck 
| didn’t get his inspiration about Smith 
|& Aller until he had already paid 
Bioff the $50,000 for 1937 in April of 
|\that year. 
|plan a short time later and Bioff’s 
brother-in-law was all set, Schenck 
| demanded his original $50,000 back. 


Still Waiting for Refund 











| ‘What's your hurry?’ Bioff is sup- | and a salesmanager. 


posed to have asked. Schenck said 
he’s still waiting for the coin. 
In his opening address, Correa also 


the $2,000,000 originally asked of the 
film companies was not a demand on 
the part of the union, but money that | 
Browne and Bioff wanted for them- | 
selves. 

Fact that they wanted it in cash 
and that $400,000—or all but the 
Smith & Aller money—was paid in 
currency ‘is eloquent in testifying to 
the racketeering nature of the de- 
mands,’ Correa said. 

‘The Government holds no brief 
for the motion picture companies | 
which paid this money,’ prosecuting | 
attorney concluded. ‘They should | 
have been more courageous. But the | 
material fact is that they did pay.’ 





Tex McCrary has Bernard Baruch | 


| never received a Met contract she 





Unit Review 











SPICES OF 1941 


(STATE-LAKE, CHICAGO) 





Chicago, Oct. 11. 


Count Berni Vici’s All-Girl Orch 
(14), 6 Cressonians, Grisha & Grona, | 
Sandy Lang & Co. (3), Smith, Roge=s | 
& Eddy, Keating & Armfield, Dolly | 
Niggemeyer Girls (12); ‘Flying}| 
Blind’ (Par), | 
| 
| 

Count Berni Vici’s high standard) 
of entertainment is followed by this) 
unit. Layout is well presented, finely | 
produced and loaded with standard | 


talent. 


With the girl band on stage level, | 
this show has a raised platform on | 
which a few of the acts work and on | 
which a couple of spectacles are ef- | 


fectively presented. Berni Vici does | 


a good job of handling the band, the | 
show and m.c.ing. | 


Cressonians, five men and a girl, | 
have an_ outstanding teeterboard | 
turn. Sandy Lang’s Three Flames | 
rollerskating trio is standard stuff 
and sold well through effective use| 
of a special elevated arena and a\| 
wardrobe treated phosphorescently. 
Smith, Rogers and Eddy are two 
men-and a girl with some excellent 
hokum clowning and dancing. | 

Keating and Armfield have been 
around for years; they’re a turn 
which has a place for itself in vaude. 
Man and woman comedy talking act, 
tney manage to garner laughs easily. 
Grisha and Grona are a dance team 
that goes over well with some un- 
usual routines. Dolly Niggemeyer 
girls are excellently costumed and 
routined with plenty of flash, distinc- 
tion and novelty. 

Biz fine at second show Friday 
(10). Gold. 

















Metop in Divorce 


Continued from page 1 





——a—nt 
as 43, Heidt charged ‘my wife’s de- 
sire for a musical career is the pri- 
mary cause for these proceedings 
and as she wishes to continue it, it is 
absolutely impossible to maintain a 
proper family relationship.’ 

Heidt said that they had been 
happily wed until 1939, when she 
went to New York for an audition 
and won an optional fellowship to 
study for the Metropolitan. He said 
he had pointed out that the opera 
career would break up their home 
but his wife told him he had no 
right to ‘issue ultimatums.’ 

Following charges that she _ in- 


has an Australian stoery—landing of | creasingly neglected her family as 


she fell ‘under the influence’ of the 
Metropolitan, Heidt was granted the 
divorce and custody of their three 
children. His wife was granted an 
added $800 to an earlier property 
settlement, 





Met Explains 
The Metropolitan management in 


New York reveals that Miss Heidt | 


was a runner-up in the 1938-39 Met 
Auditions of the Air, and while she 


did sing three Sunday night con- 


| certs at the opera house during the 


|the minor role 


When he worked out the | 


| pany 


1939-40 season. She has never been 
on the Met’s roster. 

On tour the same season she sang 
of Grimgerde in 
‘Walkure’ with the Met in Boston 
and Rochester, N. Y. She has not} 
been associated with the company 
since. Last time she was heard in 
N. Y. was with Amedeo Passeri’s 
N. Y. Grand Opera Co. in the title 
role of ‘Carmen’ last month. 











| Union Membership | 


ies ONtinued from page 4 








ern Union cashier, a real estate man, | 
a production man on the 
Yorker mag, an insurance man, an 
exec of a philanthropic fund, a 
mortgage broker, a gasoline com- 
clerk, a margin clerk in a 
brokerage house, a buyer for a New 
York utility, an engineer for AT&T 
Two alternates 


are an architect and an advertising 
| exec. 


With the trial expected to last six 


declared that Bioff made it clear that | weeks or longer, jury members are 


not locked up at night, but allowed 
to go home. Twice before the trial 
started, however, and once in a 
backstage confab with attorneys 
after the jury was chosen, the court 
warned that any effort at tamper- 


ing with the 12-good-men-and-true | 


woudsd result in bail being imme- 
diately revoked for 
Bioff and their being lodged in a 


cell during the trial. 





Bob Poland, sax, left Al Marsico’s 
band at Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh, to 
join the Glenn Miller outfit. George 
Annis heir to Poland’s chair with 
Marsico 


| Both 


New | 
’ | 


New Acts 





PAUL HAAKON & PATRICIA 
BOWMAN 

Dancing 

12 Mins.; Full 

State, N. Y. 


It’s possible that this combination 
of name dancers may continue else- 
where together, though both are un= 
der separate managements and com- 


bined for a second time in this one 
theatre showing as the result of an 
idea of Milton Berger’s, who works 
for Haakon’s manager, Jack Davies. 
Miss Bowman is a William Morris 
office account and it’s stated that the 
performers are being paid as indi- 
vidualists rather than as a two-act. 
First time they appeared together 
was at this house last June. 


Regardless of the circumstances, 
however, the fact is that combined 
they are one of the best dancing acts 
seen in years—and a natural attrac- 
tion for any class hotel cafe or 
nitery. Both rank high as singles in 
the ballet field. Together they are a 
double dose of class and expert 
dancing, with each doing solos to 
space the duets and giving the cus- 
tomers plenty flash of their individ- 
ual abilities. 

Thus they open with a waltz, then 
into Haakon’s Russe dancing solo. 


| Miss Bowman follows with a rhythm 


|number on toes; Haakon injects a 
toreador-cape routine and they finale 
with a polka. Everything is done 
with extraordinary skill. 

Both are ‘names’ in the classy 
dancing field and potentially big 
boxoffice as a combo. Haakon is 
booked for next week at the Chicago, 
Chicago, while Miss Bowman sails 
from N. Y., Oct. 24, for a run at the 
Copacabana in Rio. Haakon, how- 
ever, will make the same boat and 
they’ll duo at the Copa. Scho. 





GINGER HARMON 
Songs 

6 Mins. 

Strand, B’klyn 


A pert-looking young brunet with 
skads of vitality, Ginger Harmon sells 


her stuff with a wallop and, with 
wider variation of style, could de- 
velop into a headliner. She’s been 
around for some time, though not 
heretofore caught for Variznry’s New 
Act files. Her present jitter brand of 
vocalizing is entertaining as a brief 
spot, chiefly for her infectious ani- 
mation and unerring rhythm sense. 
But all three of the numbers she 
sang when caught were identical in 
manner and the effect was therefore 
soon worn out. 


Somewhat nasal voice quality is 
unimportant, considering her breezy 
manner, excellent diction and the 
way she builds a number to a climax. 
With her distinctfve style, she’d be a 
real click if she could only handle a 
ballad or slow number for contrast. 
Incidentally, her arrangements are 
good, though Louis Prima’s accom- 
paniment was too loud at this catch- 
ing. Hobe. 





} 





| THE BLANCHARDS (2) 
Comedy Acro-Dancing 
10 Mins. 

Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y. 


Coast, are different knockabout acro- 
dancers, 
Hartmans not to be a carbon act and 


establishing a school of their own} 


iz: 


CHERNEY TWINS 

Dancers 

10 Mins. 

Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y. : 

Heralded as the youngest bal!room 
dancing twins in the business, boy 
and girl are very personable—in 
their late teens, seemingly—and pho- 
togenique. Their holds and routines 
are different, away from the conven- 
tional, opening slow, then tango, next 
a jitterbuggy type of shag routine, 
and a congarhumba finale, wherein 
they invite customers for snatches 
of vis-a-vis dancing, as part of the 
sequence, 

Boy handles his well-built sister 
with amazing grace in some fast- 
whirling routines. She projects viv- 
idly as a personality. Both are im- 
peccable in formal attire. OK team 
for cafes, Abel. 


Shoddy Legit 


Continued from page 1 

















ing ‘Pal Joey,’ ‘Panama Hattie,’ ‘Life 
With Father,’ ‘Lady in the Dark,’ 
and a couple of other productions I 
think I have a pretty good idea of 
what most of them are like. 

With remarkably few exceptions 
New York theatre fronts are more 
suggestive of grind houses than the 
country’s most important play cen- 
ters. The expectation that the in- 
teriors would be an improvement 
was a vain hope, I discovered. 
Everything about the houses are dis- 
appointing, from the antiquated fur- 
nishings to the funny-looking per- 
sonnel, 

Even one of the orchestra lead- 
ers looked as if he had stepped off 
a crowded subway on a scorching 
day and hadn’t bothered to freshen 
up before meeting the public. 

The disappearance of ushers after 
the show started in several instances 
made it necessary for late arrivals 
to grope around in the dark trying 
to find their proper seats. 

Candy Butchers 


Another thing that struck a sour 
note was the circus atmosphere 
created by the vendors of candy, 
peanuts, popcorn and pinkish look- 
ing lemonade inside the houses and 
those pestiferous check-your-hat 
concessionaries! 

Seeing the bedraggled Apple An- 
nies and Broadway Roses who sold 
cigarettes, etc. in the outer lobbies 
during intermission made one feel 
guilty about spending $3.30 to be 
entertained inside when the money 
might better have been given to 
charity. 

Judging by the informally dressed 
audiences, all the smart New York- 
ers you read about at home must 
have been seeking their fun else- 
where. Maybe cafe society stays in 
cafes and gets blotto; instead of sup- 
porting the American theatre. 

Even the costumes of the chorines 
looked shabby. 

One wonders if the houses aren’t 





The Blanchards, who hail from the | being operated solely for the hicks 


|who have never seen a legit play in 


sufficiently away from The|a decent house and who don’t know 


any better. Or is the general idea 


with forthright, hard-working, drag-|*® 8¢t their money, herd ‘em inside, 


knockabout 
personable—in fact, she 
minds of Grace Hartman in 
although not aping the style 

ideal for closeup work in a cafe 
where they can mug with the cus- 
torners and generally cut up in in- 


"em-out, 


| 


| 


acro-dancing.| let ‘em by grateful for any chance 
re-|to see what’s doing on the stage, 
looks, |and the heck with appearances, serv- 
they’re jices, and that kind of tommyrot? 


Film Houses, Too 
Film houses, while a great im- 


time fashion. None is too fresh, how- | provement over legits on the whole, 


ever, 


funny 


confined to 


They get themselves tangled up in way of thinking. 


still left much to be desired, to my 
Frontages were 


| 


postures; she kisses ringside |small and 
| baldheads (they love it!): he snags | 
|drinks from tables, but in the main | 


| their fol-de-rol is the | 


lacking in eye-appeal. 
Outer lobbies in many 
seemed surely in need of showman- 


imetanroed 
ALlOLaMLCCS 


: , P eh 
floor, in indescribable acro-comedy |*21p 


hoke. An excellent act, 
cafes or vaudfilmers. 


in sho 
Abel. 


| THORNTON’S MODELS (14) 
| Novelty, singing 

| 10 Mins.; Full (Special) 
State, N. Y. 


| This is more exploitation than en- 
| tertainment, and as a marquee come- 
|on it’s okay. As an act, if it’s to be 
taken strictly as such, it’s 
| Walter Thornton, rates with 


'femme looker league. 


43 for | 





Girls are goodlooking, but, for the | 


A striking exception to the gen- 
|eral picture was Radio City Music 
|Hall, which more than filled every 
lexpectation of beauty of architec- 
ture, comfort of appointments, good 
imanagement and courteous service. 
Chicago Ditto 

In Chicago I found the situation 
pretty much the same. Such one- 
time show places as the Chicago 


weak. |theatre have been allowed to become 
John | 


'Powers and Harry Conover in the| 


run-down and dated. The lobby in 
this class spot was cluttered with 
| dusty-looking artificial flowers, a 





>. | 
2 
| 
+. 
1. 
° 
iL 
| 


Browne and | 


| most part, that’s all. Three of them |candy counter, a makeshift television 
‘sing, but only the femme who de-|Setup and Oriental objets d’art (7?) 
|livers ‘More Than You Know’ has a/|of some value but just so much su- 
| passable stage voice. She, like the |perfluous gimracks. In addition, a 
others, also Jooteis fur By ‘bY |few palms stuck here and there and 
| courtesy of I. J. Fox,’ which is the}. : 

prove commercial in the show. The some Lamour-Hall blowups made ba 
‘other is Thornton himself, a model | feeble attempt to sell the house’s 
agent, who comes on at the finale to |next attraction, ‘Aloma of the South 
| tell the 12 girls that they’re going to | Seas.’ 

Hollywood to do a Metro picture. Well, maybe I’m wrong. New York 
It’s all very banal, as is the unbilled |and Chicago theatre managers must 


announcer who calls off each girl’S|;now their business better than a 
| SARE OE Ee CONES ON NS SE “_ | fault-finding out of-towner wh still 
tells the prices of a couple of the | & . 0: 


|} more expensive coats. [nae plenty to learn. Bui I did ex- 
| How much of the salary nut is the |Pect the theatres to be at least as 
I. J. Fox store putting up? Seho. |goad as San Francisco's. od 


| 


z . _ INST VRAIN IO 4 SY, OT 
re re a eT Sea oan y Sp ere et 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK OCTOBER 17 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 











Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 


Paramount (15) 
soc Cugat Or« 


aoul & Eva Reyes 


Ken Christy Choir 

Jay & Lou Seiler 
MIAMI 

Olympia (15-18) 


= Carrer 
tadio Ramblers 


Helene Denizone 
Emmett Oldfield 





CHICAGO 
Chicago (17) 
Paul Haakon 


Gaudsmith Bros 
Kitty Carlisle 
Geraldine & Joe 


Regal (17) 


Cab Calloway Bd 


POUGHKEEPSIE 
Bardavon (23) 


Jan Savitt Bad 





| Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 


Strand (17) 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
qa) 

Jan Savilt Ore 
Harry Reso 
Billy Rayes 


Hi-l.o-Jack & Dame 


Valerie Thon 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (17-20) 
S.mmy Kaye Ore 
(10-13) 
Louis Prima Ore 
Henry Armeita 
Lynn, Royce & V 
Roy Davis 
Ginger Harmon 


PHILADELPHIA 


Earle (17) 
has Barnett Ore 


owe, Hite & Stan 


Pinky Tomlin 





(10) 


Sammy Kaye Ore 
3 Smart Gls 
Joe & J McKenna 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (17) 


Funzafire 


(10) 
Bill Robinson 


J Lunceford Ore 


Miller Bros & Lois 


Velma Middleton 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (17) 
Roxyettes 


Willie, West & McG 
The Billingtons 


Phyllis Colt 
(10) 
Roxyettes 


Criss Cross 


Hudson Wonders 
Adele Gerard 
Rufe Davis 








Leew 





NEW YORK CITY 


State (16) 


3 Arnolds 
Keith Clark 
Ruth Terr 
Di Gatanos 


Ritz Bros 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (16) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Rosita Rios 
luvelvs 
Hal Sherman 
Mimi Kellerman 


Mary Simall 
Isabel Jewel 


Rov Davis 





live & Lou Cait 


AAVMATOA Bob Easton Co 

Jamaicn (16-19) i(hris Cross 

| Deep R , Boys $ Kings 

ril £ Thomes | Fay’s (17) 

Vv & Kay i Sherry Brition 
Martin Rro | Equillo Bros 
Marvin & White ; Anita Jakobi 

NEWARK | Monroe & Grant 

Adams (17-19) | Ross & I.a Pierre 
Cart Hoff On: | Andy Arcari 
simone Simon | PITMAN 
Lew Parker Co Bway (18 only) 

Novak Sis }Grace Drysdale 

Swifts | Paut Nolan 


PASSAIC | Bert Walton 
Central (16) PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan 

(17-19) 


7 . 
eagaurden Ore 


Hlerev Youneman 


The ©’ Connors Trixie 
PATERSON | bes 
Majestic (21-23) | * S@muels 
i Jack Carte) READING 
(Two to fill) | Astor (17-18) 
(17-20) |} Don Bestor Ore 


Drews | L.va Lys 
eg | Erik Rhodes 
R Alda Bud Sweeney 


Henry & J 


rwo to fill) Seymour & Picture 
PHILADELPHIA | WORCESTER 

Carman (17) Plymouth (13-15) 
Rollo & V Pickert Folies Bergere 1 





Tommy Tucker Ore 





Cabaret Bills 





Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Ore 





enor Sola 


téarry Winton Ore 


Machito Ore 
Bill Bertototi' EDWARD SHER 


NEW YORK 


ann & Marianne 


Nola Day 1619 BROADWAY 





RKO 


, | Loretta Lane 
}; Annette 
| Moya Gifford 


Do S\ ‘ 


Ka Parsons L 
Lulu Bates i} Jog E Howard 





BOSTON 
Boston (17) 


Folies Sergere 


Ted Lewis Ore 
ALBANY 
Palace (10) 
Andrews Sis 
o@ Venuti Ore 
Carroll & Howe 


Vie Hyde 

Gordon 3 

Chalis Sinclair Dan 

Martin & Allen 

Chiquita 

Chas Senna 

Lee Kelson 

Al Kelly 
COLUMBUS 








Ethel Gilbert 








» . io | ' oa T , 4 } > ‘ ¥ 
Bpencer & Forman Ge in a fii) =e atvin Jac spied v pes Alb to Ure 
CINCINNATI 4 rae — ils| Kenneth Spencer Benito Collada 
Shubert (17) er ) ; Ammo 1 & Jolinson Pa lilla Sis 
Beachcombers of’ Pent Wis h J0e |Golden Gate 4 feresita Osta 
: . Pau finchell aif s Victoria Barcelo 
‘ (10) —_ Lester Cole & Debs Cafe. set lety | Anto » de C dova 
H' wood Sweater Gls g (Village) 
Misha . | Watson Sis | an 
CLEVELAND Remos & His Boys Tedd \\ 1 Ore i y orocce 
Palace (17) DAYTON | Samn P 2 | ¢ 2nuncey Grey Or 
i tobinson Colonial (17) \ atu |; Chiquito Or 
Lunceford Ore | H’wood Sweater Gis| Helena Horne Andre Bodo 
Velma Middleton | (10) ® Johnson |Charles Inwald 
Bi B fob Fuller & Texan Cafe Vienna Famous Door 
(10) Gil Maison Co hare ? 
Ree h nber f iG psy Rose z i Ma Tou A 1m 
fillie Howard | Masters & \\ i Hoff in yd Sm 
Rio Bros iThe Cristianis Murra M pg 1 
Ta) Mare < Hea Wa 4 
eo Plesko ore tob Mosle 
Gilly Nightingale 


Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 


Music Hall (16) 
Richard Stuart 
Flora Lea 





Duce d Kerekjarto 

Robert S$ 

H la E 

Rabana Hasburgh 

Ne Fisher 

Corps Ballet 

Rockettes 

Ernv Rapee Symph 
Roxy (17) 

Miss te! " 

N 3 

Sha 

Sta 

A >» Robbins 
Apollo (17) 

H Hend son Bd 

4 ) 

Co I ~ 

Mo 1 

Ge Z ( us 

H nd ¢ ! 
ASTORIA 

Steinway (17-19) 

Dike Art, J: 

Ray & Harrison 

$ Midoodlers 

Aiuthony & Rogers 


4 Queens 
BROOKLYN 
Fiatbush (16) 

Louw Holtz 


Little Jack Little O 


Diosa Costello 
Bert Lynn 


Martinez & Daleta 


Ridgewood 
(15 only) 


eorge Jones 


,a Ma Co 


™ tee 


~s 


to fill) 
Sheepshead 

419 only) 
Beri & White 


Arthur & M Havel 


fyrne Sis 


QTwo to fill) 


BRONX 
Windser (17-19) 
3 Stooges 
Dolly Dawn Ore 
8 Heat Waves 


Skating Macks 
Pearl Robins 


Hiarmonica Bees 


diy, Jack & Betty 
dn 








ur 3 - 
per & Barret 51 Club 
Mita J 351 a Rog 3 
| 
Rey | Greenwich Village 
3 4 | Inn 
BALTIMORE mi 200d Chat Blake 
Hippodrome (16) : ! Ore | Indy Rud 
Ink Spots rar la J Gert Ga 
Louis Prima Ore Casa Marta Havana-Madrid 
Royal (13) mass “nar 
Mills Bros Anto sever |Froilan Maya Ore 
| Honey Coles : we 1 = : iail rto Ore 
Beverly White rie , ’ LT 1 & | ands 
7 Faludys . Ortega 
State (19-22) — ; Carmen Mo ya 
Grace Drysdale Casino Kusse I 2 De ft res 
Paul Nolan J wa Julio y 
Bell & Bedini ‘ Ma \ 1 Rabal 
| : _ 
|International Pol MI M Chiqu »& EB 
(16-18) } ‘ Hickory House 
Sparks 
Kirkland wee 
Ross & Kenned 
rhe Gib ie y Chateau Moderne (‘a l 4 1 
CAMDEN ‘4 
Towers (17-19) vre : 
Wilfred Mae 3: Hotel Ambassador 
J McCoy K 1 « nO 
11 King & Arlena t asta 
i; Sue Ryan ; 
layman Ali Ty Hotel Astor 
7 } ] ( 
Be ~~ iT Claremont Inn H A Na ih 
Potat 7 a tha | Joe Rica Ore Hotel Belmont 
awe, Weare Clichy Plaza 
H Henry & B Alder|Ann Gal | Arthur Ravel Ore 
Case Bros & Hazel | Walter Lynch jJoe FPafumy Ore 
FALL RIVER | | Bea Perren 
Empire (13-15) Club 18 \Gwen Gary 
Little Jack Litth 90|/@ Andrews Ore | Wleanor Eberle 
Raymond Wilbert | Jules Stower Ore | John Hubert 
Bert Lynn }Pat Harrington i Belmont Balladeer 
1 Boyd & Jigsaws |Jack White Hy i 
Jigs: ‘ stel Biltmore 
FREEPORT Frankie Hyers bee 
Freeport (17 only) | Vince Curran Fit Bg tte 
George Jones : Roy Sedles | - sr nag: tere te 
Toe May Co Kav Blaire | Ra idy Brooks 
Grant Fam Gave Dixon | Jack Turner — 
(Two to fill) Hazel MeNultyv | Roberts & W hite 
FLORAL PAKK | Lillian Fitzgerald = | Sara Ann MeCal 
Floral Park Club Gaucho Hotel Bossert 
(16 only) : (Brooklyn) 
George Jones Maruja errano - 
Toe M y Cc Anita Rosa Virginia Hays 
vue Ma > “ eg r. vhew “° 
Grant * en Nedra Madera Nye Mayhew Or 
iTwo to fill) Lupita Orla Hotel Commodore 
HARTFORD Maria det ee Vaughn Monroe Ore 
State (17-19) ‘sarees Se ti | Marylin Duke 
Ted Lewis Ore Don Carlos sp | Zizay Talent 
LYNBROOK Club Maxim Peter Rotunda Ore 
Lynbrook Al Stone Hotel Edison 
: (18 only) Johnny & CGeerge | Blue Barron Ore 
George Jones iSandra & Carroll Sis| Hetel Essex House 
Joe May Co lub i Nick D'Amico Ore 
Grant. Fam Club Samoa | Hotel Lexington 
(Two to filly Joy I’miamaka. 4 Rav Kinney Orc 





NEW YORK CITY 


Arthur's Moullta Mabelle Russell 


Rouge Peggy O'Neill 
Yvonne Bouvier Linda Castro 
Adama & Lisa Sheila Reynolds 
Dolores Baron Co Adele Renee 

io’ Rochelle Carter 
Armando’s Mil-Ray-Samoa Mds 





| 
|Meymo Holt 


Napua 
Leilant Iaea 
Nani Todd 


Lehua Vaulson 
Hotel MecAlpina 


Tohnny Messner Or 
Hotel New Yorker 


tient Goodman OQ 
(‘ootte Williams 


lionny Roberts 
! allet 


(Cocoanut Grove) 
Geoffrey Hale 
(Rhumba Room) 


Tuan Donrigues Orc} 


Julia Gerrity 


| Wish & Geld 


The Three Debs 


Hotel Pennsylvania 


Jimmy Flora Ore 
Hotel Plaza 


'Dick Gasparre Ore 


Gower & Jeanne 
Jean Sablon 
Hotel Roosevelt 


Guy Lombardo Ore 


Kenny Gardner 


Hotel Savey-Plaza 


Hildegarde 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Ford Harrison Ore 
Blanchards 
Virginia Burke 
(jreat Maurice 
Lolo & Ramon 
Bernice Byres 


Hotel St. Regis 
Hial Saunders Ore 


}Gus Martel Orc 


Hiarriet Haddon 
Lucille LaMarr 


| Norah Gale 
| Berniece Stewart 


tob Duffy 
Bob Tobin 


Hotel Taft 


| Vincent Lopez Ore 


Ann KBarrett 
Sonny Skyler 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
Sheilla Barrett 
Paul Draper 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Hurricane 
Dave Dennis Ore 
Ethel Shutta 
Mark Ballero 


Diamond Horseshoe} \j,;9 & Hari 
| Berry. Prince & C 


Tommye Adams 


I 
Hotel Park Central 





| 
Whitey T’'y Hoppers) Bill Brady 


Jadin Wong | Manny Strand Ore 
Malo 3 | Florentine Garden 
|Corrinne & Tita 


Marian & Ray Lynn 
Monte Carle 


NTG 
Russell Swann Lee Royce 
Estelle & LeRoy Vanita 


Maurice “Manson 
red Straeter Ore 


19th Hole Club 


Rita Renaud Charlie Foy'’s Club 
Tomm l.azardo i Charlie Foy 
Bobby B ; Leonard Sues 
Greta Lewis | Lorraine Elliott 

' 


Bill Hall Or 


Old Roumanian , Red Stanley 
Freddie Bernard Grace Hayes Lodge | Georges Metaxa 


Sasha Leonoft 


Nila Ramos 


Joe Ia Port Ore Peter Lind 


Andy D'Aquila | Neville Fleeson 
Place Elegante House of Murphy 
i} Bob Murphy 
| Jean Meunier 
! 


Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Vincent DeCosta 
Art Tubertini 


Victor Harte ‘It’ Cafe 
Bert Felton Dick Buckley 
Jean Barry 

Queen Mary Mi Chee 
Chiquita Venezia Dave Forrester Ore 
— por tne Macambo Cafe 
Ethel Powell | Edwardo Aguilar O 
Michael Cleary |} Phil Ohman's Ore 
Jack Wallace Ore | Palladium 
jabe Slater i Jimmy Dorsey 
Consuelo Flowerton ar 
Jerry Blanchard } Paris Inn 
Kimi Toye | Kenny Henrvson 


Boyd & Smith 
Rainbow Grill 


Cass Twid 


Russ Smith Ore Vivian Lee 

Ashburns Varne & Sarita 

Joan Roberts | Helen Harrison 
Rainbow Room | Helen Miller 


Matty Malneck Ore 
Velero Sis | 
Miriam Winslow | 
Foster TFitz-Simons 


Adrienne Ambassador Hotol 
Billy De Wolfe (Pump Room) 
Riviera Emile Petti 
(Ft. Lee, N. J.) Battery 

Pancho Ore |; The Noteables 
Fausto Curbello Orc| Bismarck Hotel 


Harry Richman 
Francis Faye Art Kassel 
H Williams Co Maurice & 
Sheldon & Preston Hadley Gls 


Carol King (Tavern Room) 
Chester Hale Gls Dave Pritchard Ore 
Ruban Bleu Dick Ware 


Maxine Sullivan 
Paula Lawrence 
Herman Chittison 
R Dyer-Bennet 





Joe Ham 
la 


Cadillac Tavern 
Eddie Thomas 


Gaby La Fitte 
Shadrack Boys 


Henrique & A 
Geraldine Ross Nick Cochran Ore 
Sugar Geise 
Jimmie Grier 





Lois Galloway 
Stump & Stumpy 
iThe Rocketts 

Cee Pee Johnson O 


Scheherazade Cafe 


lerry Leater 


| Inesta & ‘larriba 
Jerry Withee j cr ace Hayes 


Yascha Borowski 


Eddie Whit | Russian Gypsy Ore 


Margie Spearing 
Frankie Gallagher 
Gordon Bishop 


Charlie Openuli 
tddie Bush Ore 


Slapsy Maxtes 


Lilianl Chaplin 





Marg'rite & M'rtinez | 
Henry Monet 





Chuck Henry 


Glamour Swing Ore 
Katya & Kay 
George Clifford 


Bhigori Continentals | 
(Walnut Room) Evergreen Casino 
Charlie & Mclkowan 


Marcia Harris 


(H Walton Roof) 


Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 


Blackhawk 
Les Brown Ore 


Hans Muenzer 4 

















Beachcomber 


Julie Colt Mae Murray 

Aurelia Colomo | Nita Naldi 
Bagatelle | 

| Dick Wilson Ore 





— a lll BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


uanita Juarez 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


| Danny Thomas 
| Roberts & Reynolds 


Garrick Stagebar 


Hopkins’ Rathskeller | 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 





COL. 5-0930 











yr — — 





sees cay 90° 
Bill's Gay . Carlyle Blackwell 
| Ross Wyse, Jr 


|} June Mann 
Brevoort 


| Della Lind 
Nora Sheridan | Geo Fontana 
harles & Ray | Tila ee 
Ruth Landi | Gilda Gray 
Cafe Society |Charles King 
(Midtown) | Mangean 5is 


Clyde Hager 
Fl Chice 


Count Basie Ore 
Hazel Scott 


Andy Kirk Ore 





Danny White 
Mildred Jocelyn 


i Ka & Karol 
| yer Layne 
red Eddy Ore 
Angelo Ort 





Jack Dempsey’s 


Kelly Rand 
Irv Carroll 
Adrian Rollini 8 
La Conga 
» Morales Ore 
(} , l’rice 





jnita & Pancho 


‘ T 1ettes 


Don Richards 


Wally Wanger Gis 


La Marquise 
Fra *s Connolly 
A] { ir? (ore 
| leon & Eddie’s 


Lo Martin Ore 
) Nat ta Ore 

| J Farrell 
iN . 


| 1 Barbour 


} tabette’s Club 
i 
Hague 

I nn Janice 
te Rev 

yn Huber Ore 
Claridge Hotel 
(‘Mayfair Room) 


Marcee’s Ore 


i 


Cosmopolitan Bar 


‘nn Miller 
El Morecco 


Hlort 


Herman's Music Bar 


e Solar 
I t 


Club Nomad 


kie Whalen 

| Lopez 
Helene Frar s 
icille Bernard 
Johnston 


jlo Mallery 


| President Hotel 


(Round the World 


Room) 

Jack Curtiss 
| Maureen & Norva 

| Beth Calvert 


| LOS ANGELES ial 


Bar of Music 
|; Bill Jordan 
|} George Kent 
ilucile Angel 
}Tony Sharrabba 
Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bow! 
Bob Shea 
The Duffins 
The Velascos 
}l’rank Paris 
Carl Ravazza Ore 
- Casa Manana 
Mimo Tanner 
Ted Weems Orc 
Cocoanut Grove 
Jimmy Brierly 
H’ wood Starlets 





Mitchell Leisen Rev 


Iceland Kestaurant 


Shayne & Armstr’g 


B'way Restaurant 


Consuelo Flowerton 


Russian Kretchma , Betty Bonny 
Adia kuznetzoff Ralph Young 


Nastia VPoliakova The Smoot 


Marusia Sava Jose Rosado 
Mischa _ Usdonoft Blackstone 
(Balinese Km.) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Eddie Mayhott Fatt! Clayton 
Brevoort Hotel 


Lunia Nestor 
Cornell's Codolban O 
Spivy’s Roof 


Barbara LaMarr 





Haywood & Allen (Crystal 
Frank Shuman | Daisy Hardy 
Spivy | Avis Doyle 

Stork Club Ann Nuzzo 
Sonny Kendis Ore | Bob Billings 
Harvey Brown 

Versailles Daven Tann 
Max Berge Ore Martin & 
Panchito Or i Mildred Jord 
Mili Monti Marvy Bowen 
Frances Mercer Fl 


Jean Cavall 
The Barrys 


Marion Chandler Brown Derby 
| Mary Lou Bentley Ma Ea 

Ra\ Buckle Joar® Dare 
Eleanor Moore EI : Kare 
Joyce R a 


Jane S e 





Penn Atlantic Note! 


| 


Mira Ste} ins 

Village Barn Derhyettes 
George S ey Ore | M mm & 
Harriet lane Duke Yelln 
Galanti & Leonarda Capitol 


ATLANTIC CITY pew Bea 


Chez Paree 


P q | 

I ank Ross - 

Alma & Rola 1 ,~ ! 
lou Bree 

>; ock nt’ 

Paddock I l lA oF owe 
Zorita }Olga Coelho 
Marie Kibbey | Frar yn D 
Vicki Coop | Bobb Ramos 
Paddoc ke Ore Kiva 3 


(Paim Koon) 
La vin 
Al Frar . ; iie A 


iSue M hell | Paulette L 


Ritz Carlton Hotel 
(Merry Go Round , 
Reom) t 


Eddy cy 
rd + 
Traymore Hotel 
William Madd © i I ! 
eur , } | R 
Village Garden . : 
(Black Horse Pike) Colosimos 
I i) 
M4 Ir ' , a | mack & 
Bob Wall Y KR 
Hap Brand oO Frances ¢ 
Pon Irela | Ric 
. 1 111 ed Par 
bles’ . : 
Gables’ Inn |Paul Baron 
(Black Horse Pike) | Don Lang 
Nan DeMar | Mildred Par 
Caufield & Oakley |7@¢K Frince 
Kli-Ban Pronaph Gls 
Aimee Adel] Congress 





Pete Miller Ore 


D . 
Hibbert Brrd & Rue} rake 


Snooky Lanson } 





| (Beach 


Guadalajara - 


Louis Del Campo 
Carlos Molina Or 
Earl Carroll 
Dr Rockwell 
B Minnevitch Co 
Helen O'Hara 
Michel Ortiz Bad 
Alee Morison 
Madelyn Meridith 
Rarney Grant 


Club 


Balilovlies 


Gerardo 





\ Dorothy Ford 


|.Bery!] Wallace 


The Debonairs 


Ina Hay und Ralph Y 


Lexington Casino 


| Helen Sumner 
| Spiros Stamos Ore 


Broadmont 


Mant 


Art Testa Or 











"ictor Hugo’s Ore 


Club Alabam (Panther Room) 





Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Fay & Wellington 
Helene Russell 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Vincent Bragale 
Del Shore 
Danders 


Dolly Sterling 
Donna Darnell 


Camillia House) 





Stevens Hotel 


gewat Beacl 
——_ (Continental Km) 


Ramon Ra Ss 
Muriel Lane Ele ! “ ome 
Ray Noble Ore Edgey . 
Copacabana Hotel 





Wayne King 


PHILADELPHIA 


Lee Walters Orc 


Tommy Reynolds O 
Ben Franklin 
Harbara Perry 


Molly Picon 
Alan Fielding Ore 


France & Beryle 
Jose Morales 
Iris Wayne 
Benny the Bum 








Bandwagon 


ung 


ndre & | is 
Stella E : 

Neil Dieghan’s 
Kay Han 


Dude Kir balt 
Jerty «€ Jane 
Eton Hr 

(e0 Mary Ore 
Leonard Coo] s 

(, roe Pry 

Old Falls Tavern 


Lloyd May 
Lillian Russe 

Billy Haves’ Ore 
Frankie Ri, 


Nards 
Al Kilbride —_ 


Billie Lee 
Open Door Cafe 
Frankie S$ 


hluth 
Charlie We , 


Diana & « arroll 
Frances (¢ arroll 
Yvoneties 

Babe Cumm nga 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Philadelphia Hotel 
Jeanette Garrete 
Jules Duke Ore 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Bill Russell 
Elaine Castle 
Burnetts 

Marinis 

Andrews Sis 


Reman Grille 


Glovin Date 


Marsha Stevens 
Sammy Weston 


Cortez & Veggy 


Lenny Pegton Ore 
Rendezvons 
(Hotel Senator) 


Chaves Ore 


Koyal Harmony 8 
Billy Moore 


Sam's Cafe 
Frank Ponti 


Carol (layne 


Nita & Carlton 


Joss Ross 


Toni Rota 

Mike Ray Ore 
Silver Lake Inn 

Montez & Adela 

Loretta & Navarre 

Geo Reed 

Monya Alba 

Alice Lucey 


Frank Hassel Ore 


Spatola’s 


Don Renaldo (4) 
Alison Andrews 


} Alberto Aveyou 


Stamp's 
Andy Russell 
Jean O'Neil 
Toni Sorrell 
Stamps Swinesterg 
itayburn 
Buck Calhoun 
Loose Nuts (3) 


Sun Ray Gardens 


Rae & Dale 


Chang Le 
till Hunter 
Agnes Willis 
Johnny Wares 
Dorrie & Bob 
Don Anton Orc 


e 


| 69th St. Rathskeller 


Bill Flet« ! 
Bella Belmont 
Fay Ray 

Dorothy Peyton 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Ray Harkins 


Swan Club 
Marty Bohn 
Bonnie Stuart 
Pergy Martin 
Nancy Lee 
Connor 
Bert St Clair 
Karl Denny Ore 

20th Century 


3 Rhythm Maniacs 


\r ir Strohman 8 

Harry Melk 

| ose \ Oo 
rrans-Atlantie 

| ravern 

Bil Tar 

ita rntta Da 


Venice Grill 
chic IK nr ly 
ludy Tap 
‘ 


! } 


Warwick Hotel 


r D> a) 


Weber's Hof Brag 
Camden 


Suzann \u n 


felen Reynolds 


1 ] 3 Ore 


Rath Eldoradians 


Toe H ! 

Ar i 3 

‘| I e 

I Re 

> \r La 

I ey < A 

Nia 1 mam 
) , Ore 


DETROIT 


} gy Pe y Ore 


Corktown Taveras 


Doll ) a 
etl I 

Elien Kaye 
Joe E herns 


Cole & Corte 


& Vesters 
Les Arquette Ore 
Grand Terrace 
Faith, Hope & Z 
Davis & Delmar 
Earl Parchman 
Mildred VPerlee 
Hilze 


Gregory, Ray’d &C 


Lyle Carlyle Ore 
Hund’s 


13 Old Timers 


Manuel Lopez 


| London Chop House 


Barney Green 
Ruby Or 


Connie Barleau 


Club Mayfair 
Marty Joyce 


Carol Crane 


Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen re 


| Club Mar-do 
e ark 


arroll & 


yn page 54) 
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Wednesday, October 15, 1941 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 47 





LEGIT NOW THE TARGET 





The irresponsible glibness with which opponents of the Ad- 
ministration’s foreign policy keep throwing bricks at people 
in show business is rapidly developing into a chronic pain in 


the neck—or some place. 


After two weeks of testimony before the U. S. Senate sub- 
committee, further hearings on the charge that American pro- 
ducers of films.are ‘warmongering’ have been adjourned for lack 
of the slightest evidence to substantiate reckless charges by 
Senators Gerald P. Nye and Bennett Champ Clark, and John 
T, Flynn, of the America First Committee. 





So the isolationists, having been deprived of motion pictures 
as the target of their assaults, turn their guns against the legiti- 
mate theatre. The Chicago Tribune, in an editorial (Oct. 9) 


tosses off the following: 


Who are the people who are leatling this country into 


certain doom? 


They are found in the effeminate army of 


the Fight for Freedom committee who are hysterical and 


incapable of reason. 


They are the job holders in Washington with delusions 


of grandeur, thinking that they 


> are all American Hitlers. 


They are the hired burocrats and salaried speakers, cre- 
ators of vile characters in fiction and writers of indecent 
plays. .They are collectivists and communists, who see more 
clearly than the majority of the American people that the 
American way of life is being destroved and who expect to 

profit from it. (The italics, of course, are provided by VARIETY). 


Just what writers of what indecent plays has the Tribune in 


mind? 


It is mud-slinging of this sort, without benefit of the slight- 


est semblance of truth and fact 


, which brought about the in- 


quiry into alleged film propagandizing. 


Perhaps the Tribune is upset by the announcement that | 


Robert E. Sherwood’s play, ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ starring 
the Lunts, is taking to the road again. 


Which suggests that it might be a very good idea for all the | there was a mixup. And Rose came 





| 
| 


| 


isolationists in America to go and see the play, giving particular | 
attention to the speech by Lunt in the battered room of the 


little Finnish schoolhouse. 


An even better suggestion is that the Chicago Tribune and 


other Administration opponents quit their attacks against the 
show business and look elsewhere for straw-men to kick around. 





4G IN SEPT. IS 





‘ARSENIC TOPS 


Profits to the 21 who own pieces | 
of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton, | 
N. Y., and the road, for the month of | 
September amounted to $40,000. 
That’s the biggest chunk of folding | 
Money yet cleaned up within a| 
month, a short one at that. The | 
clean-up includes not only the coin 
earned in town and by the touring 
outfit, but includes another advance 
on the picture rights. 

The accompanying message from | 
Howard Lindsay, who alternates with | 
Buck Crouse in slicing the melon, | 
was brief because he was busy mov- | 
ing again. In effect, he said that the | 
size of the checks should or would 
put his partner to shame, since he | 
only cut up a paltry 32G for August. | 

Josephine Hull, Jean Adair and | 
John Alexander are leaving the orig- 
inal cast for an eight-week period, 
that trio having been engaged for the | 
picture version at the request of 
Frank Capra, who is ready to start | 
shooting for Warners. During their | 
jaunt to Hollywood, replacements are 
Patricia Collinge, Minnie Dupree | 
and Harry Gribbon. Miss Dupree 
has not appeared on Broadway for 
seasons, but Miss Collinge was in 
‘The Little Foxes,’ on stage and 
screen. Gribbon, former film comic, 
attracted attention in the quick fold- | 
ing ‘Mr. Big’ at the Lyceum, with 
that engagement leading to his call 
for ‘Arsenic,’ 





| 
| 








Fund Dedicates Memorial 


Actors Fund has issued invitations 
to the dedication of an obelisk | 
Which has been erected on its plot 
&t Kensico cemetery, Westchester. 
Memorial ceremonies to ‘those for 
Whom the final curtain has fallen’ 
will be held Sunday (19) at three 
O'clock, 

Transportation has been arranged, 
uses leaving the northwest corner 
ot 49th and Broadway at one p.m., 
returning immediately after the. 
dedication. For those who prefer | 
80ing by rail, a train leaving Grand | 
Central will arrive at the burial | 
frounds at 2:58. | 





EQUITY SETS NEW PLAY 
MINIMUMS IN STOCKS 





Equity has established new salary | union heads state they cannot see 
scales for stock engagements. Prin-| how such a pact would benefit their 


cipally concerned are players in the 





| 


Wee & Leventhal rotary stock com- | 


There are three classes es- 
such outfits, 


panies, 
tablished for 


which | 


must have a permanent company of | 


six people. 
least $60 weekly, two must get a 


Two are to be paid at! & 
vidual deals with producers. 


minimum of $50, and two must get| 


Those scales were 
applicable to such spots as the Wind- 
sor, Bronx; Flatbush and Brighton, 
Brooklyn, and Cedarhurst, L. I, 
which W. & L. operated in the 
metropolitan aistrict (stock season 
now closed). 

Outside the district, however, the 
minimum pay is to be $50. 
scales were adopted because of the 
tendency to use junior players at 
$25 weekly. All jobbers engaged for 
a single week in regular stock must 
be paid $40 minimum. Summer 
stock is not affected by the new 
scales and junior people at $25 may 
be engaged after the usual require- 
ments and senior minimums have 
been met. 


not less than $40. 


Mgrs.’ Org. Asks Those 
Who Quit to Rejoin 


League of New York Theatres has 
asked the several 
who resigned when a suit against 
the Dramatists Guild was started by 
the league to rejoin the organization. 
As the action was withdrawn and 
the points at issue were amicably 
adjusted, League believes those who 
quit should again be members, as 
they benefit from activities of the 
League. Contended, too, that all 
managers should participate in 
financing the League. 

Playwrights Co., Howard Lindsay 
and Russel Crouse and George Ab- 
bott are those asked back into the 
organization. Ali are members of 
the authors association. Playwrights 
are expected to take affirmative ac- 
tion, having delayed because a quo- 
rum has not been had in recent 
weeks. If that author-manager office 
rejoins, expected the others will 
promptly follow. 





| stead of eight hours. 
| gone 


New | 


\of Eugene 


; 


| booked by telephone into the Wilson, 


Typed 


Joseph Schildkraut, after 
years in Hollywood, is doing a 
Broadway legiter—and has the 
role of a motion picture projec- 
tonist. Show is Billy Rose’s 
‘Clash by Night.’ 

Schildkraut has been practic- 
ing daily in a Metro projection 
room how to handle the ma- 
chine and film, which he will 
actually have to do in the play. 


NOW IT’S ROSE 











Equity Referendum on Anti-Isms 
Law Includes Pro and Con Arguments 





Eddie Cooke in Hosp 


Edward (Eddie) G. Cooke, long 
with the office of John Golden went 
to the Mayo clinic in Rochester, 
Minn., Monday (13) for observation 
and probable treatment. He entered 








AGAINST UBO 


Billy Rose concedes that he doesn’t 
know whether ‘Clash by Night,’ a 
new drama by Clifford Odets, which 
will star Tallulah Bankhead, is go- 
ing to click or not, but he objects to 
being tied up to an agreement with 
the United Booking Office to the ef- 
fect that the show cannot be booked 
by any other agency or individual. 
He explains that when he sought two 
weeks in Philadelphia and read the 
contract he discovered the objec- 
tionable stipulation. 

The clause has been in all UBO 
contracts since it was formed, and 
before that both Klaw & Erlanger 
and the Shuberts had similar provi- 
sions when they booked individually. 
Rose said that made no sense to him 
and he declined to accept the con- 
tract, which would have spotted 
‘Clash’ in a ‘big barn in Philly any- 
how.’ Besides that, he claims to have 
secured better terms by spotting the 
play independently. ‘Clash’ was 





Detroit, Oct. 27, and will jump back 
to the Maryland, Baltimore, the fol- 
lowing week. ‘Clash’ was due for 
production last spring, with the 
Group Theatre bunch figuring, but 


out with the rights. He held the 
show back for the new season, 


SCENIC UNION NIXES 
LONG TERM DEAL 


United Scenic Artists union has 
rejected the suggestion of the mana- 
gers for a basic agreement. In a 
short communication received by 
the League of New York Theatres, 








members. Showmen argued that a 
basic agreement would help stablize 
show business, as do other general 
contracts with various unions, in- 
cluding Equity. Scenic studio op- 
erators will continue to make indi- 


the hospital at the urging of Golden. 
For some time Cooke has suffered 


with an intestinal irritation, and last 
week was reported to be suffering 
intense pain. 

Showman recently left New York 
with ‘Theatre’ (Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner), which Golden produced. Show 
is playing the Harris, Chicago, being 
due into New York next month, 


NUGENT PLACES BLAME 
ON ATTACK OF INSOMNIA 


J. C. Nugent has supplemented his 
response to charges filed with Equity 
by Otto Preminger & Norman Pin- 
cus, who alleged dereliction while 
Nugent was appearing in ‘The More 
The Merrier,’ which was taken off 
at the Cort, N.Y., recently after a 
short engagement. Veteran actor 
has submitted two doctors’ certifi- 
cates to the effect that they treated 
him for insomnia and that he took 
an overdose of sedatives. 

Nugent claims that is why he did 
not appear at the Cort on a recent 
Sunday evening until 10 p. Be- 
cause he was not on hand the cur- 
tain had been held until 9:15, at 
which time another player was ob- 
tained to play Nugent’s part. When 
the latter showed up, he was 
promptly sent to the Lambs Club 
by the managers. 

Show management has put the 
matter of possible penalty up to 
Equity’s council. Ordinarily in such 
cases charges are accompanied by a 
claim for two-weeks’ salary. Nugent 
has asked that the hearing be put 
back because he has been called to 
the Coast. 











Cixeckhov Group in Stock 
On Bway This Season 


The Chéckhov group of players 
emanating from the elaborate school 
of the drama at Ridgefield, Conn., 
will again present plays on Broad- 








Union, however, has withdrawn 
several demands to which managers 
strongly objected. Latest to be 
dropped was a move to establish a | 
six-hour working day in studios in- | 
Had that idea | 
through it would have in- | 
production costs around 

Alleged that certain chiseling | 
studios had tried to put the reduced 
day in effect and it was doubted that | 
the painters would have benefited. 


creased 


One 
a0 0. 





0’Neill’s ‘Iceman’ Waits 
Until Author Comes East 


Theatre Guild has had the script 
O’Neill’s ‘The Iceman 
Commeth’ for some time, but there 
is no date for production, although | 
George Jean Nathan rates it the 
dramatist’s best work. Indefinite 
status of the play is explained by 
the fact that O’Neill has not per- 


| mitted any of his plays to go into| 


manager-authors | 


| 





j 
| 
| 





rehearsal unless he is present. Au- 
thor is in the northwest busy writing 
other plays and, when last heard |} 
from, he had no idea when he would | 
come east. 

Recalled that O'Neill was abroad 
when the Guild wanted to start 
‘Morning Becomes Electra,’ but it 
was held back until he returned. 





Buff. Teck’s Finish 


| stock company. 
| Checkhov 
| failed. 


| next month, plays being ‘King Lear,’ 


| are not supposed to appear in stock 
| presentations, 


| cause they are in the school, three 
| sian, English and Australian. 


ithe Checkhov 


way, but by arrangement with 
Equity the outfit will operate as a 
Two seasons ago 
students appeared in a 
heavy Russian drama called ‘Pos- 
sessed’ at the Lyceum, but the show 
Three revivals are carded 
for this season, probably starting 


‘Twelfth Night’ and ‘Cricket on the 


Hearth.’ Deal was on to rent the 
Elliott, but that house has been 
taken over by Mutual for radio 
broadcasts. 


Under Equity rules alien players 


but 
obtained 


the Checkhov 
group concessions, Be- 
aliens will appear, they being Rus- 
Helen 
business manager of 
outfit for the Broad- 


Thompson is 


way season. 





Legit-Conscious Milw. 
Hikes Subscriptions 1,000 


Milwaukee, Oct. 14. 

Indication of legit theatre opti- 
mism is contained in the announce- 
ment that the Society of Allied Arts 
has built up its list of subscribers 
for the coming season to 4,500, an 
increase of 1,000 over last year. This 
means an approximate advance sale 
already in the bag of $9,000 for each 
of the six plays to be presented here 
by the’ American Theatre Society 
and the Theatre Guild, although 





Buffalo, Oct. 14. 
Part of the Teck, former Shubert 
legit house here, which has been 
closed for 10 years, is to be razed and 
the remainder of the buiiding con- 
verted into a picture house, accord- 

ing to reports current this week. 
Bids for the work are being re- 
ceived by the. Massachusetts Life 
Ins. Co., which’ controls the property. 


| 
| 
| and the Pabst (indie), are ‘Claudia,’ 


dates of the shows have not even 
been announced. 

The six plays, to be equally di- 
vided between the Davidson (UBO) 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ with Ethel 
| Barrymore; ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 


vv 





|*‘Watch on the Rhine,’ ‘Candle in the 
Wind,’ with Helen Hayes, and ‘Hope | 
for a Hervest,’ with Frederic March. | 


—_—______ 


The referendum-cuestionnaire on 
the issue of anti-isms, which will be 
mailed to the membership this week, 
sets forth that on Sept. 27 at a gen- 
eral meeting a resolution was adope- 
ted: ‘That no member or sympathizer 
with the Communist party or any 
Fascist :rty may hold any office 
whatsoever, or be employed by the 
Actors Equity Association.’ Ballot 
then tells of council discussions as 
to whether or not this resolution 
should be the basis of a constitu- 
tional amendment. 

Pointed out that the council re- 
jected recommendations for the 
amendment by committees on two 
occasions, which explains why some 
of the arguments pro and con are 
enclosed with the referendum. 
Council ‘desires your advice and 
recommendation as to whether or 
not it shall consider framing such an 
amendment.’ 

Question put to the members is: 
‘Do you favor any constitutional 
amendment based on the above reso- 
lution. Only if a member votes in 
the affirmative, he or she must an- 
swer a secondary question: ‘Because 
the term ‘sympathizer’ has been dif- 
ficult to define, are you for or 
against making the term” ‘sympa- 
thizers’ a part of such an amend- 
ment.’ No one not paid up in dues 
to Nov. 1 may vote, and all ballots 
are solely from senior members. 

The pro and con arguments en- 
closed are prologued with the note: 
‘representatives of two schools of 
thought in the council as to the wise 
dom and necessity for an amend- 
ment .-.. were granted permission 
by the council to present their points 
of view to the membership.’ 

Donald Randolph’s Stand 

The argument in favor, written by 
Donald Randolph, reads in part: 

‘We believe that a constitu- 
tional amendment based on the 
enclosed resolution is an urgent 
need. 

‘This issue was forced upon 
Equity by circumstances beyond 
its control. From a representa- 
tive in Congress, and from for- 
mer members of our own coun- 
cil, have come accusations that 
Equity’s council is dominated by 
Communists. The council has 
denied the charge and repeat- 
edly asked for an official gov- 


ernment investigation. This has 
failed to materialize. 
‘Meanwhile, as a result of 


widespread publicity, there is a 
disquieting doubt in the minds 


of many lay-people as to the 
allegiance of Equity. The good 
will of the public is essential 


to the prosperity of actors. Let 
us continue to merit that good 
will by incorporating in our con- 
stitution this expression of faith 
in the American way of life. 
‘Some present the specious 
argument that Equity should 
concern itself with union prob- 
(Continued on page 53) 


HOWARD LINDSAY WILL 
HEAD AUTHORS LEAGUE 


Howard Lindsay is slated to bee 
come the next president of the Au- 
thors League of America, succeed- 
ing Elmer Davis, whose term ex- 
pires this fall. Lindsay has been a 
vice-president of the organization 








for several years, but has never 
been president. 
Besides having collaborated with 


Russel Crouse on ‘Life with Father,’ 
he co-stars with his wife, Dorothy 
Stickney, in the play at the Empire, 
Ms Ss 


Pat O’Brien, Wayburn 
Want A. C. Theatre 


Atlantic City, Oct. 14. 

Pat O’Brien and Ned Wayburn are 
dickering for the Garden Pier Thea- 
tre, only legit house in this resort. 
O’Brien and Wayburn, separately 
and unknown to each other, have 
been corresponding with Mayor Tom 
Taggart concerning terms of lease, 
etc. 

The theatre, which was taken over 
by the city for unpaid taxes, was 
leased to Ben Jacobson and Rube 
Bernstein for a year ending March 1, 
1942. About 12 traveling Broadway 
shows were presented this season, 
the most successfi! ms vears, 
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Helen Morgan, Top Torcher of the Dry 
Era, Dies Broke in Chicago at 4] 


ee 


By JACK PULASKI ' 


Helen Morgan, 41, the girl with a | 
gob in her throat when she sang the | 
songs she loved, died in a Chicago 
hospital last Wednesday (8) night, 
just two weeks after a kidney op- | 
eration. She had been in critical | 
eondition for days. 

Few know how much Flo Ziegfeld 
counted on Miss Morgan handling 
the score of ‘Show Boat,’ which is 
recognized as Zieggy’s most am- 
bitious presentation—standing out 
over his ‘Follies.’ He sat in the the- 
atre in Washington with the late) 
Stanley Sharpe, then his general 
manager, and when the premiere 
audience literally adopted the song- 





stress with the curly, brunet locks | 


after she sang ‘My Bill,’ he gripped 
Sharpe’s arm and said: ‘Stanley, the 
show is in!’ 

Mis; Morgan was queenly in the 
cabaret: 
singer of tlie prohibition era, but it 
was the legit stage that established 
her class. She returned to the cafe 
spots after her stage successes, for 
she loved nightlife. There were few 
top after-dark clubs that did not 
seek Helen Morgan and book her 
back. Her manner of sitting atop a 
piano, delicately toying with a ker- 
chief, became a trademark widely 
copied but rarely successfully. 

So well was she liked that a pub- 
lisher offered $30,000 for her life 
story several years ago. At that 
time a wandering Variety staff man 
was in a nitery in San Mateo, Cali- 
fornia, where Miss Morgan was 
playing and she offered to split the 
eoin if he wrote the yarn. The story 
was never done because she was 
too occupied with other matters. 
Whether that money would have 
helped her is a conjecture. The song- 
stress was overly generous, so much 


the most glamorous to ch | 


cast and one of the Jerome Kern 
numbers, ‘Why Was I Born,’ a plain- 
tive melody, became a fixture in the 
song routine which she used there- 
after. Also favored by her in ad- 
dition to ‘My Bill,” and ‘Why Do I 
Love You,’ was ‘Can’t Stop Loving 
That Man,’ one of the ditties from 
‘Show Boat.’ Other stage appear- 
ances included several of Ziegfeld’s 
‘Follies’ and in vaudeville, where she 
headlined. 
Started in Chi 

Miss Morgan’s professional ap- 
pearances started in Chicago neigh- 
borhood theatres and niteries and it 
was at the Green Mill that she at- 
tracted the attention of Amy Leslie, 
a drama critic, who recommended 
her to Ziegfield and White. She 
emerged following a year of vocal 
study in New Yovk, after winning a 
Canadian beauty contest. 


During her reign as an enter- 


jtainer, her name adorned four night 


clubs in New York, but once, when 
the law stepped in, it was testified 
that Miss Morgan was not responsi- 
ble for the sale of liquors in those 
places. Last nitery she was identified 
with was the House of Morgan. 
Other niteries that bore her name 
was Helen Morgan’s 54th Street 
Club, Chez Helen Morgan and Helen 
Morgan's Summer Home. She 
shared popularity in the clubs with 
Texas Guinan, who also died when 
away from the scene of her success 
as an entertainer. 

Lloyd Johnson, a Coast auto 
salesman whom she wed in Miami 
July 27 of this year, stated that dur- 
ing her brief illness there were 3,000 
messages of good wishes, many from 
well knowns in and out of show 
business. 

Miss Morgan was born in 





so that she died broke. 
Actors Fund Pays Off 

About 10 days before she passed 
away, Max Halperin, who represents 
Theatre Authority in Chicago, ap- 
pealed for financial aid for Miss 
Morgan from the Actors Fund, ex- 
plaining that serums and blood 
transfusions had to be paid for. The 
Fund promptly sent remittances, 
preceding a deluge of offers that 
came after her death. Outside con- 
tributions were declined and the 
funeral expenses were offered by 
the several theatrical guilds, but her 
husband said relatives had arranged 
for interment. 

Understood that Miss Morgan 
earned as much as $5,000 weekly, 
between stage and cafe appearances. 
Known, however, that when aware 
that a night club was not breaking 
even she would skip pay day. Miss 
Morgan also won the gratitude of 
the chorus fraternity. When salaries 
to the line girls in cafes was in 
doubt, she frequently stepped for- 
ward to guarantee the salaries, pay- 
ing off the chorines more than once. 

Night spot proprietors welcomed 
Miss Morgan not only as a per- 
former who drew patronage, but be- 
cause she generally was as much a 
paying guest as others, frequently 
remaining after her vocal assign- 
ment was over to sip brandy, her 
favorite beverage. There were in- 
terludes when she was forced to ab- 
stain entirely. While playing stage 
engagements Miss Morgan stayed in 


lived at home with her mother in 
Brooklyn. 
‘Scandals’ Finale 
Star’s first stage job was in George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ and coincidentally 


her last appearance before the foot-| 


lights was in a vaude tab of same title. 
She was taken to the hospital in 
Chicago after playing one day wiih 
the condensed revue at the State- 
Lake but the theatre agreed that 
the unit receive the contract amount 
in full. One of the unpleasant re- 
ports from Chicago was to the ef- 


fect that George White could not be | 


located when the need for funds be- 
came urgent; that she received but 
$100 for the day she worked out otf 
$700 which was to have been her 
salary, despite the’ fact that White 
Was paid in full, and that a sable 
scarf and silver fox coat were miss- 
ing from her wardrobe trunk. She 
had told her husband to sell the furs. 
Officials of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists claim they sent ap- 
peals to White without getting any 
response, 

Although her outstanding perform- 
ance was in ‘Show Boat,’ star at- 
tracted further fame in ‘Sweet 
Adeline,’ an Arthur Hammerstein 
musical comedy. She topped a nam 


Danville, l., and was interred Satur- 
day (11) in La Grange, Ill. Her 
first husband was Maurice (Buddy) 
Maschke, Jr., of Cleveland, whom 
she wed in 1933. They were di- 
vorced two years later. 

Her mother, now living at High 
Falls, N. Y., also survives. 


Proceeding: Against White 


Chicago, Oct. 14. 

Lloyd Johnson, husband of Helen 
Morgan, who died here last week, 
States that he will prosecute tte 
complaint entered with the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists against 
George White for failure to pay full 
salary to the singer for a recent 
engagement at the State-Lake thea- 
tre here with White’s ‘Scandals’ 
| unit. 
After appearing for one day in 
the unit, Miss Morgan was rushed to 
the hospital. Balaban & Katz, in 
paying off the show, paid in full, be- 
lieving that Miss Morgan was to re- 
ceive full salary. However, White 
paid the warbler only for one day’s 
work, and moved on with the show 
to Cleveland, where she was fully 
‘billed. It is reported that White has 
not yet answered any of the calls 
from Johnson as to salary and the 
return of Miss Morgan’s clothes, 
furs and other personal belongings. 

Theatre Authority and AGVA 
| were appealed to for aid in defray- 
|ing hospital costs. TA, througir Fred 
|Crowe, local rep of the Actors Fund, 








| totaling around $600. It is under- 
| stood that the Actors Fund also of- 
| fered to take care of the funeral ex- 
|penses, but this was handled by 
| Johnson and an uncle of Miss Mor- 
gan. Many top show people proffered 
| assistance. 


Harry Fischer’s Stock 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Papa Is All’—Theatre Giuld. 

‘Junior Miss’—Max Gordon. 

‘Fire Escape’—Frank Ross. 

‘Walk Into My Parlor’—Luther 
Greene. 

‘Playing With Fire’— Reginald 
Denham. 

‘Banjo Eyes’—Al Lewis, War- 
ners. 

*The 
Gordon. 

‘Spring 
Clintie. 

‘Clash by Night’—Billy Rose. 

‘The Mulberry Bush’—Alfred 
de Liagre, Jr. 

‘Sons o’ Fun’—Lee Shubert, 
Harry Kaufman. 

‘Ring Around Elizabeth’—Bor- 
etz, Schorr, Bloomingdale. 

*‘Macbeth’—Maurice Evans. 


Land is Bright’—Max 


Again’--Guthrie Me- 


‘As You Like It’—Bryden, 
Boyar. 
‘Claudia’ (road, 3d and 4th 


Co.’s)—John Golden, 
» ‘The Rivals’ (revival)—Theatre 
Guild. 

‘Rio Rita’ (road )—Shuberts. 


L’VILLE AUD MAY CLOSE 











Louisville, Oct. 14. 


If the city of Louisville does not 
give the Memorial Auditorium a 
slice out of the tax funds, which is 
not on the agenda at present by the 
finance committee, the Aud cannot 
operate after next year, according to 
an audit made by the comptroller 
Thursday (10). The 2,400-seat house, 
which was built after World War I, 
was designed for public meetings, 
etc., and has housed road shows and 
concerts, as well as local meetings, 
dance recitals, home talent shows, 
etc. House has fared better this year 
than 





funds in the bank to permit one more 
year’s operation without city aid, ac- 
cording to the audit. 

Receipts of the Auditorium this 
fiscal year were $11,367.75, largest of 
the last six years, with expenses $15,- 
357.26, smallest they have been for 


in the bank is $3,160.71. 


erated by a commission of seven 


William Hoke Camp is manager and 
secretary. 


‘Native Son’ Making 








Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. 
Quickest repeat on record for a 





tive Son,’ which comes baci. to 
Nixon, Monday (20), for a week. 
|Orson Welles production played 


| Pittsburgh only fortnight ago, get- 


| up almost to capacity for a $12,000 
| Stanza. 
| at $2 top; repeat will be at $1.50 with 
| $1 for both matinees. 
Booking was hurried so 
which is off to one of its best starts 
in years, could keep going after 
couple of other possibilities had 
fallen through. House had hoped to 
| wet Helen Hayes in ‘Candle in the 
| Wind,’ figuring Theatre Guild might 


}a tentative date for 


linda.’ 


‘Johnny Be- 


Sid Marion, Nixing Cut, 
Leaving Jolson’s ‘Hats’ 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. 
Sid Marion, who took over Bert 


| Gordon role in ‘Hold On To Your 
Hats,’ is leaving the Al Jolson show 


IF CITY DOESN'T HELP 


members who serve without pay. | 


Quick Pitt Repeat 


Original date, however, was | 


|in Cleveland at end of next week. 





Springfield, Mass., Oct. 14. | pe turned in his notice at beginning 

Harry Fischer, principal comedian | of engagement here at Nixon last 
with the old Thatcher Players at | Monday (6). Understood 
;Court Square theatre here in the } Management wanted Marion to take 
| 20's, will conduct a permanent stock /|a cut and he refused. He’ll be re- 
(company at the Springfield Trade | placed by Herman Timberg, Jr., now 
| School during the fall and winter, | playing a bit in the musical, with 
Starting Oct. 27. Fischer recently | one of the chorus men moving up 
;completed arrangements with the| into Timberg’s berth. . 
school department for use of the | 
auditorium at the building, 
|'Harold J. Kennedy 


Flock of minor players, most of 
where | them girls, also pulling out of ‘Hats.’ 
and Harold| Betty Jane Hess left show here 
| Bromley conducted a summer thea- | Saturday night to get married this 
on year. | week to Harry Bleich, New York 
resent plans call for use of the | sugar broker. One of the show 
,auditorium Mondays through Satur- | girl replacements will 
days for evening shows, with mati- | Dixon, wife of Lee Dixon, doing the 
nees scheduled Tuesday and Satur- | Jack Whiting role on tour. Although 
day afternoons. Fischer said tickets.' q dancer, she won’t do any @ancing 
would be priced ‘in the lower|in the musical on account of a re- 


brack sts 4 1: . 
CE : "ent anren rN. oneretior 





during the previous six, but | 
nevertheless there are only sufficient | 


an, 


Theatre Guild Flop Turned Into 
H'wood Sensation by Green Kids 





. i 


KELLYS HONEYMOONING 


—_—— 


Get the Time When Gene’s Film for 
Selznick Is Set Back 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. 

With his first picture for David O. 
Selznick postponed for a month, un- 
til Dee. 1, by mutual consent, Gene 
Kelly left here over the weekend 
with his bride, the former Betsy 
Blair, on a- leisurely motor honey- 
moon to the Coast. Kelly, who was 


in ‘Pal Joey’ and recently staged the 
dances for George Abbott’s ‘Best 
Foot Forward,’ and his wife came on 
from New York to spend a few days 
here with his parents. 


Although she has nothing definite 
in view in pix, several studios have 
already asked Miss.Blair, who went 
from the chorus of ‘Panama Hattie’ 
to the lead in William Saroyan’s 
‘Beautiful People,” to take a test 
when she reaches town. 


TWO ENGLISH PLAYERS 
ASK EQUITY CONCESSION 


Barbara Everest and Liza Inglis, 
two British players who appeared 
in ‘Anne of England,’ which closed 
at the St. James, N. Y., last Saturday 
after playing one week, seven 
performances, have been offered 
other engagements. Because of the 
six-month interval between engage- 
ments required of aliens by Equity, 
they applied for a concession. Be- 
cause of the short date for ‘Anne,’ 
council granted Miss Everest’s re- 
quest and she is due in ‘Little Dark 
Horse.’ Plea of Miss Inglis was re- 








| jected. 


the same period. Balance at present | 
House is op- | 


legit show here will be that of ‘Na-.| 


| which ordered them to the 


Miss Everest was brought from 
London by Gilbert Miller. Contract 
calls for at least five consecutive 
weeks and return transportation, so 


he is obligated for a month’s salary | 


plus the fare, unless she goes into 
another show prior to the expiration 
of the guarantee period. Case of 
Miss Inglis is somewhat different, 
she having been over here for some 
time. 


‘Anne’ was a costly production for | 


a straight play and the red is esti- 
mated upward of $35,000, elaborate 
costumes being the largest cost item, 
it is said. 











| Sad Riviera 


——__—_—__— (Continued from page 1 








interior 


, }of the country. 
| ting off to a slow start but winding | 


'is not 
| slight 
Nixon, | 


The French left not only to seek 
the coolness of the mountains but 
also because food on the Cote d’Azur 

plentiful. Nevertheless, a 
improvement is reported as 
a result of the clearing out of for- 


eigners, French and _  non-French 
Jews. 
Another reason for the downbeat 


in Riviera life is the scarcity of fun. 
What excitement there is can only 


| be had through subterfuge, 
| decide to keep it out an extra week, | 
New York hotels, but more often she | 2!Tanged for all necessary expenses, | but that was no dice and neither was | 


that | Croisette, 


Osly Way te Dance 
The only way to dance is to sign 


up with a dancing school. Dance 
emporiums report better biz now 
than ever before. With danceries | 
shuttered since the signing of the 
Armistice, hundreds have suddenly | 
gotien the urge to improve their 
style and are now habitues at the 
dance schools. 

As for the dancehalls, they have 
in the majority of cases been trans- 
formed into skating rinks, with! 


roller skating and cycling becoming 
the most important pastimes in this 
section of the country. The Prom- 
enade des Anglais, Nice, and the 
Cannes, are usually 
packed with fancy costumed femmes 
and hombres pedaling along. 

The Cannes and Nice casinos are 
opened but doing less biz than when 
the rich refugees were here and had 


| nothing to do but take a chance with 


| one 
be Alicia | 


their idle shekels. The Cannes ca- 
sino has 100 variety and stage stars 
for the entertainment of localites 
and is doing fairly well. The large 
salons are not shuttered as often as 
would be inclined to believe. 
On the slightest pretext some sort of 





Hollywood, Oct. 14. 

Even more of a stir than that 
caused when ‘Meet the People’ first 
hit this town is being created by the 
presentation of Andre Birabeau’s 
‘Dame Nature’ by a new little thea- 
tre group here in a cramped 200-seat 
house, 

All the brasshats in Hollywood are 
trying to take credit for ‘discovering’ 
the group. Talent scouts and agents, 
just covering the show in a routine 
check, were first to be amazed at the 
excellence of the production. Radio 
gang has also gone ga-ga over the 
kids. | 

‘Dame Nature’ was first presented 
in this country in 1938, by the Thea- 
tre Guild. It played 17 perform- 
ances and folded. In Paris, where 
it was first seen, it ran a full year, 
In Vienna it played 152 perform- 
ances. 

Word-of-mouth advertising and 
some heavy telephone campaigning 
by such folk as Ivan Kahn, 20th-Fox 
talent scout; Dore Schary, Metro 
producer; Kenny Morgan, indie press 
agent; Paul Kohner, Sol Lesser, Sid 
Grauman, Alan Hale, Rouben Ma- 
moulian, Dorothy Arzner, Stella Ad- 
ler, Aldous Huxley and Claire Tre- 
vor have brought packed houses for 
for the past week. A Datry Variety 
review and an ad by Kohner in the 
same paper have helped to make the 
town conscious of a first-rate eve- 
ning’s entertainment. 


The remarkable thing about the 
group, known as the Itinerants, is 
that they are all youngsters who dug 
down into their own pockets for the 
$90 original capital on which the 
show was launched. They are led by 
Parks Warnock, a 19-year-old lad of 
marked precocity who directed and 
plays the lead. After three weeks 
they’ve managed to make $15 and to 
stagger the town with their talent. 

Edwin Lester, who manages the 
Philharmonic Auditorium, and 
George Schaefer, operator of the 
| Hollywood Playhouse, are both dick- 
| ering for the play and the cast to go 
| into their respective theatres. Koh- 
; ner and several motion picture ex- 


|ecutives want to bankroll the kids. 

Warnock, Serge Hovey, Robert 
| Jevne, Mimi Margo, Jean Smith, 
| John Collison, Harry McDonald and 
| Mary Jane Karns comprise the origi- 
nal group. Others in the cast in- 
clude Jay Harrison, Paul Matherne, 





} 





| Nicholas Orloff, Barbara Bentley, 
|} Joel Marston, Merrill Rodin and 
| Dorothea Truax. All are graduates 


of Max Reinhardt’s Workshop here. 
They had planned to put on their 
| snow but two nights and then search 
| around for another vehicle. When 
| response to their work was so imme- 
| diate they continued with ‘Dame Na- 
| ture,’ 

Boards New te Them 
Warnock, whose acting is quite ex- 
} pert, was in only one play—a high 
| school drama in Atlanta, Ga.—beéfore 
| he studied dramatics and essayed the 
difficult job of staging ‘Dame Na- 
ture.’ Miss Bentley, who plays the 
femme lead with appealing charm, is 
20 years old. The closest she has 
ever been to show business before 
was as secretary to Moe Sackin, the 
agent. : 

Merrill Rodin, nine-year-old mop- 
pet who had a bit, was the first to be 
| Snatched from the cast. Metro took 
| him for a picture. Warnock is now 
| being tested by Metro for the lead 
in an important film. Miss Bentley 
is being sought by several 
including 20th-Fox. 

When Rodin was signed by Metro, 
| Jean Smith, one of the cast, bor- 
| rowed a kid the same age from her 
neighbor. Under Warnock’s direction 
the boy filled in and has never 
missed a laugh. 

With the $90 the kids first pungled 
up for their venture they paid Sam- 
uel French $10 for the play and gave 
the other $80 to the Troupers Thea- 
tre, which costs $125 a week. Tickets 
went at 55c the first two weeks. Now 
the first four rows are sold for 75c. 

Typical of the response among those 
who have marvelled at the smooth, 
fresh talent of the group is that of 
Dore Schary, who wrote thus to the 
kids: 

‘Last night I saw your show, and 
| you proved to me that there is still 
| alive in the world a daring and hun- 
| Bry ambition for all that is good in 
| the theatre.’ 
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Inside Stuff —Lesit 


Final week’s rehearsals of ‘All Men Are Alike,’ which bowed into the 
Hudson, N. Y., last week, turned the theatre into a virtual madhouse. The 
script was constantly rewritten and material rehearsed one day was 
gropped the following day, with the result that the actors were con- 
stantly on edge. Understood that very little of the original English farce 
remains. In addition to changes in the lines, there are so many doors on 
the set that the actors as often went into the wrong balcony bedroom as 
not. Players were nervous to such a degree that one, Eustace Wyatt, was 
forced to leave the cast and he was paid two weeks’ salary. Harry Wag- 
staff Gribble, who staged ‘Men,’ stepped into the part on the opening 
night and continues in the cast. Among those wrought up was Lillian 


Bond, an understudy going on for her at Wednesday's (8) matinee, but 
she appeared that evening. . 


Show, which stars Bobby Clark and Reginald Denny, was panned, but 
there were raves for Clark’s clowning. Business started to climb after 
the second night and Clark’s performance is credited for a fair first-week 
gross. Comic has a piece of the show. Lee Ephriam and A. L. Berman 
have the major share, with Lee Shubert also concerned. ‘Men’ represents 
an investment of $35,000, part of that being road losses when the show 
played Boston last spring under the title of ‘Women Aren’t Angels.’ 








‘Viva O’Brien,’ latest musical which opened at the Majestic, N.Y., Thurs- 
day (9) drew a pasting from the critics, but it is the intention of the 
backer, Clare Vrooman, to continue the show. He is a prominent attor- 
ney, member of a leading law firm in Cleveland. As Vrooman put it to 
friends: ‘My head is bloody but unbowed.’ He is known to be a theatre 
enthusiast. 


Mexican atmosphere in ‘Viva’ was a must by. Vrooman, whose clients 
include persons interested in an old legal action settled for a large amount 
south of the border. Most of the production coin is said to have been 
provided from that source. Attorney is said to have also interested others 
who invested money which otherwise would have been absorbed by the 
new surtaxes. Maria Grever, who composed the tunes, is from Mexico. 
Hickey, Hale & Robinson, who produced the show, tried to ditch the book, 
it is reported. 





Vinton Freedley’s new musical, ‘Let’s Face It,’ which opened to critical 
plaudits in Boston last week, may not have a definite status as to its picture 
rights. Understood that the book by Herbert and Dorothy Fields re- 
sembles ‘Cradle Snatchers.’ To avoid possible complications, Freedley 
contacted Russell Medcraft and Norma Mitchell, who wrote ‘Snatchers’ 
and seitled for any claims they might have made. Play was presented 
by the late Sam H. Harris at the Music Box, N.Y., in September, 1925. 

Twentieth-Fox has the basic picture rights for ‘Snatchers’ and whether 
that firm will enter claims later, when a film deal is likely to be made, 
has not been indicated. 


‘Face opens Oct. 23, at the Imperial, N. Y., one night before ‘High Kick- 
ers’ is due at the Broadhurst. Latter musical has several high-priced pre- 
views earlier that week. 





Extra space ads for ‘Watch on the Rhine,’ an established hit at the Beck, 
N.Y., attracted attention and curiosity in show circles. Herman Shumlin, 
the show’s producer, felt that the expenditure early in the season would 
bolster the advance sale before new clicks arrived and the campaign 
worked out as figured. Insertions appeared only in the Times and Herald 


SE - 





Tribune, each paper carrying 75 lines double column seven times, there 
being 14 ads in all. Cost was around $3,000. 

Copy was limited and typographically effective, with short critical 
opinions of reviewers plus the high rating accorded the Lillian Hellman 
drama by the Critics Circle, 





Dissatisfied with the way she was being sluffed off on the stage by the 
male star, leading lady, a comedienne in current touring musical, called 
in stage manager recently and gave him her two-week notice. Star, who 
is also the producer, merely shrugged his shoulders and immediately set 
to looking for a replacement. But after thumbing through the possibili- 
ties and considering a couple of femmes, he decided the gal he had was 
indispensable and immediately began a program of appeasement. Started 
to throw comedy lines her way, gave the comedienne more freedom and 
began to display an entirely different attitude during the performance. 
ae was that gal withdrew her notice and has decided to stick it out for 
the tour. 





When Lew Brown was casting ‘Calling All Stars’ several years ago, he 
cast Collette Lyons for his leading femme comic. But Miss Lyons got a 
load of the material and the heavy cast and decided to stick to vaude. So 
Brown signed Martha Raye for the part. Show was a flop, but it made 
Miss Raye and she was-set on the big time after that. Now Miss Lyons is 
playing the Raye role in Al Jolson’s ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ on tour. The 
cycle’s complete. 





‘Ah, Wilderness,’ first of the Theatre Guild’s revivals, slated for four 
weeks at the Guild, N.Y., drew first full week’s gross around $10,000, which 
is considered excellent at the $2.20 top scale. The Eugene O’Neill play with 
Harry Carey featured, will definitely tour after the Broadway engage- 
ment, Comedy was originally presented by the Guild eight years ago with 
George M. Cohan topping. It proved a sock success and later cleaned up 
on the road. 





Although ‘Mr. & Mrs. North’ is billed as being presented on the road 
by Alfred de Liagre, Jr., he is reputedly not interested in the show. Stage 
rights were secured by Edward Choate, who financed the tour after mak- 
ing a deal with Metro, latter having financed the original production, 
Same setting is used under a rental deal. Choate is with the Shuberts. 

Play opened mildly in Baltimore last week, but there was a lively ad- 
vance sale in Detroit, where the show is current. 





Linda Lee, who is wed to Kermit Bloomgarden, general manager for 
Herman Shumlin, was to have opened in a Baltimore night club, but 
underwent appendix removal at Mt. Sinai hospital, N.Y., last week. It 
was an emergency case. 





Leisure Foundation, organized in Chicago to provide higher-type recrea- 
tional facilities, now has a drama committee headed by Thoda Cocroft, 
local director of the Theatre Guild and American Theatre Society. Com- 
mittee held an initial meeting in Fred Crowe’s managerial offices last 
week to line up some mode of action to stimulate interest in the legit 
theatre. 





Louis Cline has just finished ‘That’s How Talent Is Born,’ novel back- 
grounded in Hollywood. He was talent scout and test director for Para- 
mount before going to the Coast and formerly produced the late Horace 
Liveright’s dramatizations of book publications, such as ‘American Tragedy’ 
and ‘Dracula.’ 





‘Cap and Gown,’ one cf several scripts by Irving Kaye Davis, has re- 
verted to the author. It was to have been produced by Halsey Raines, 
Harry Blaney and Robert Marko, but whether the new managerial three- 
some will present another play is not definite. 





PRINCETON’S THESPS 
IN SAROYAN PLAY 


Princeton, Oct, 14. 

Princeton University’s dramatie 
organization, the Theatre In Time, 
will be used as the proving ground 
for William Saroyan’s latest play, 
‘Jim Dandy.’ Will present the pre- 
miere eastern performance Nov. 4 in 
Murray theatre on the campus, where 
it will be viewed by New York 
critics. 

Saroyan is a member of the Na- 
tional Theatre Conference and has 
presented his production to the or- 
ganization for use in a newly-devel- 
oped plan. Under the system new 
pleys will be distributed to Little 
Theatre groups throughout the coun- 
try and it will be decided whether 
or not they are worthy of Broadway 
presentation after they have actually 
been seen in production. 


B.0. Men’s Ist Ball 


New York boxoffiice men, whose 
union is the Treasurers & Ticket 
Sellers, Local 751, will hold their 
first annual show and dance at Man- 
hattan Center, N.Y., Nov. 23. Big- 
gest percentage of the members also 
belong to the Treasurers Club, 
which is a separate organization, 
along social and charitable lines, 
Union outfit was originally in the 
Theatrical Managers & Agents union, 
but withdrew under the wing of 
IATSE, stagehands. 

Herman Lewin is chairman of the 
committee handling the _ event, 
Mildred Anker being treasurer. Ad- 
mission will be $1.10, but it is hoped 
a souvenir program will provide 
most of the net proceeds. 


Engagements 


Katherine Bard, Diantha Pattison, 
Katherine Emmet, Marilyn Erskine, 
Ruth Chorpenning, Lea Penman, 
‘Ring Around Elizabeth.’ 

Eleanor Lynn, Rex Williams, Curt 
Conway, Dora Weissman, Alfred Ry- 
der, James Gregory, Coby Ruskin, 
Bernard Lenrow, George Wallach, 
‘Fire Escape.” 

Jessie Royce Landis, Carl Benton 




















Reid, Celeste Holm. ‘Papa Is All.’ 
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“CLAUDIA” 

















NEW YORK COMPANY IN ITS 9TH MONTH AT THE BOOTH 


CHICAGO COMPANY PLAYING TO CAPACITY AT THE SELWYN THEATRE 
PACIFIC COAST CO. BEGINNING A TRANSCONTINENTAL TOUR NOV. 4 
SOUTHERN COMPANY COVERING THE SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST NOV. 10 


Also a Swedish Company has just 


of Theatres, Movie Houses, and all first-class 
auditoriums—in big cities or little towns... 


Help build the road for the legitimate theatre 


Book JOHN GOLDEN’S Four of a Kind 


THEATRE 








opened 


at the Royal Theatre, Stockholm | 


ALL OF EQUAL HIGH STANDING AND QUALITY 
ROSE FRANKEN'S SMASH SUPERFINE COMEDY HIT 





Staged by MISS FRANKEN 


hort stories (still continuing) ever published by Redbook Magazine * 2 Best-Seller Books 
eterna de casalat tesla ye Radio Panam © A Great Stage Play 


THEY’VE HEARD OF IT! — THEY LIKE IT! 
A FEW DATES STILL OPEN! WE'RE ALREADY USING A SHOVEL FOR THE MAIL ON THIS ATTRACTION 




















WRITE — BETTER STILL, TELEGRAPH — FOR BOOKINGS NOW BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE 








JOHN GOLDEN 


RICHARD E. H. FRENCH, General Manager 


EDWARD G. COOKE, Western Manager 


New York Office—246 West 44th Street 
Chicago Office—119 North Clark Street 


JOHN POLLOCK, Asst. General Manager 


Or Book Through The United Booking Office, 214 West 42nd St., New York 


BERNARD SIMON, General Press Representative” 














“ 


’ - eos P 
x oi iid Sil a a5? ben, as 2 in ets ees v3 a 
a . - a 3 baincnt tancty woe 46 od 


San PRESS 


eee sae a - 


ay es 2) g — vi ™ 
* = - “3 ¥ a oe 
i a Ss A i uc a lp ee Rt enn ee 
H rs 
aa s ~ 





ob crn ete sae fgets tempat ne ve 








se I ac ct ie 





dm aeentinn tate Ae Ee 


50 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, October 15, 194] 





Plays Out of Town 





LET’S FACE IT 


Boston, Oct. 9. 
Musical comedy in two acts, nine scenes, 
with music and lyrics by Cole Porter and 
ylvia Fine and Max Liebman; book by 
erbert and Dorothy Fields; dances and 
ensembles by Charles Walters, Added 
dialog by Kd Foreman and Hal Block; 
vocal arrangements by Lyn Murray, Carley 
Mills and Edna Fox. Danny Kaye starred. 
Costumes by John MHarkrider; sets by 
Harry Horner: staged by Edgar McGregor; 
resented by Vinton Freedley. At Colonial, 
oston, $3.0 top; Oct. 9, ‘41 


Madge Hall....... Recinka Marguerite Benton 
Hleolen Marcy..cccccccccccccees Helene Bliss 
Morothy Crowthers..........++ Helen Devlin 
Anna (a maid).......... Kalita. Humphreys 
Winnie Potter............Mary Jane Walsh 
Dien, WOE coos cccscdecobesevese Lois Bolton 
Mrs. Wigxlesworth........5. Margie Evans 
Another Maid............++..+..Sally Bond 
Blaggie Watson.........00-ee sees Eve Arden 
~“S,  ) See Joseph Macaulay 
fancy Collister.......eeseeees Vivian Vance 
eorge Collister........cceecees James Todd 
ornelia Abigail Pigeon....... Edith Meiser 
udge H. Clay Viseon..Fred Irving Lewis 
Molly Seer rar Marion Harvey 
Margaret Howard.......- teverly Whitney 
“Sy, OO | ARP ee ee ee Jane Bali 
hillip (a seleclee).......eeeee Henry Austin 
ules (another sc ectec)........ Tony Caridi 
EN A errr Jack Williams 
Se SONPOM. os 6 iss. ck6 0 bee's Benny Baker 
Muriel McGillicucdy......... Sunnie O'Dea 
Jean Blanchari............ Nanette Fabray 
Wieutenant Wiggins...... Houston Richards 
SP WEOINOT sevice st cosscetesbas Danny Kaye 
Gloria Gunther.......secece0; Betty Moran 
gana Earle.......s-seees Miriam Franklin 
Biaster of Ceremonies...... William Lilling 
Private Walsh........ce ooeerses Fred Nay 
{Mary Parker 

Batiad Teens so co0s cccce ecoees 4 and 
| Billy Daniel 
tanisJav Tschovelov..........- Garry Davis 
hiss Wiggins............Kalita Humphreys 
ead Waiter..cccccccccsss. George Florence 


{Tommy Gleason 

| Ollie West 
Whe Royal Guards...,....}] Roy Russell 
) Ricki Tanzi 


e Hewry Austin 
| Tony Caridi 
Vocalists: Marguerite Benton, Helene 


liss, Janice Joyce, Beverly Whitney, 
Lisa Rutherford, Frances Williams. 

@uests: sillie Dee, Mary Ann Parker, 
ally Bond, Jane Ball, Peggy Carroll, 
ondra Barrett, Jean Trybom, Marilynn 
andels, Mar'on Harvey, Miriam Frank- 
in, Peggy Littleiohn, Pat Likely, Zynaid 
pencer, Renee Russell, Pamela Clifford, 
dith Turgell. 

Belectees: Garry Davis, George Florence, 
‘red Deming, Dale Priest, Mickey Moore, 
Jack Riley, Joel Friend, Fred Nay, Frank 
shegan, Randolph Huches, 








Cole Porter’s back in the groove 
with his best score in years, and | 
when ‘Let’s Face It’ has run through 
a long winter on Broadway the Bos- 
ton opening will be a vague memory 
of the distant past. Some of the 
Porter tunes and ditties will live 
even longer; and Danny Kaye will 

headed for another starring role. 

ose who discovered him in ‘Lady 

the Dark’ and took to his peculiar 
rand of song-selling and comedy 
ean stop worrying about his being 
spoiled in his second try. Fact is, 
he’s better than ever—and that was 
no ‘Lady,’ that was just a warmup. 





Kaye has it in the bag well before 
a first act is finished, with his de- 
ivery of a screwy ‘Fairy Tale,’ done 
in baby talk; and after his vocal 
racas with the pollysyllabic lyric of 

t’s Not Talk About. Love.’ He 
then hits his peak in the next-to- 
close delivery of ‘Melody in Four F.’ 
The house blew up and he had to 
bow often and beg off so the finale 
could run throursh. In this pip of a 
novelty Kaye describes in panto- 
mime and about a dozen words the 
entire routi-:e of a selectee from the 
time he receives his first draft notice 
by mail until he wins a medal in the 
maneuvers. The long. lapses be- 
tween the key words are.filled in 
with a combination of double-talk, 
scat and stuttering. A very special 
merit award goes to Sylvia Fine 
(Mrs. Kaye) and Max Liebman, who 
turned out tr: music and lyrics for 
Fairy Tale’ and ‘Melody.’ 

Nor is Kaye the whole show. 
That’s one of the gratifying elements 
of the producition—they didn’t hand 
him the assignment of carrying the 
book on his shoulders. This chore is 
mainly achieved by Eve Arden, who 
does a swell job in one of the better 
roles of her career. Comedienne 
scores again and again as she slays 

er victims with caustic comments. 

he book, incidentally, is an adapta- 
tion of ‘Cradle Snatchers,’ with sol- 
diers as the youthful dupes, and the 
lines are considerably spiced up by 
red-meat bellylaughs. 


Assisted by Edith Meiser and 


Vivian Vance as the other wives, 
Miss Arden plans some fake ro- 
mancing wiih three soldier boys 


from:a nearby camv (Kaye, Benny 
Baker and Jack Williams) to shame 
the stepping-out husbands. Mary 
Jane Walsh, Sunnie O’Dea and 
Nanette Fabray figure as the other 
girls in the triple triangle. 

Most of the fun comes when a 
Cole Porter lyric rolls around, and 
the highlights in this department 
are: ‘Farming,’ ‘You Irritate Me’ (a 
reverse English on ‘You're the Top’), 
‘A Lady Needs a Rest’ and ‘Let’s 
Not Talk About Love.’ The tunes 
that point to long-term plugging are 
*Ev'rything I Love,’ ‘Let’s Face It,’ 
*Rub Your Lamp’ (a terrific jiver) 

nd ‘Let’s Not Talk About Love.’ 

e title song is a-patriotic one with 
a comedy slant, cleverly topical 
without bogcing down in the flag- 
waving pitfall. 

Charles Walters’ dance routines 
will match up with the best in the 

usiness. They are always interest- 
mg, sometimes exciting and cer- 

inly one of the show's top assets. 
utside ef the ensemble numbers 


there is little dancing, and yet the 
production is so consistently enter- 
taining that this relative shortage 
is not a handicap. However, two 
dance routines by the team of Mary 
Parker and Billy Daniel are among 
the most impressive happenings of 
the show. One is done in a Persian 
market atmosphere end the other is 
a flashy rhumba. This couple are 
new to the musical field and the 
discovery of their refreshing type of 
work is a happy occurrence. Jack 
Williams carries on adequately in 
the minor soldier boy role, but gets 
his usua] big recognition in a solo 
tap turn in the first act. 

Benny Baker has a part that only 
occasionally gives him a chance, but 
on those occasions he demonstrates 
how to punch out a laugh line. One 
of the show's funniest bits is a farci- 
cal situation involving the three so!- 
diers entangling themselves in a war 
memorial monument as statues to es- 
cape detection by an officer (Hous- 
ton Richards). .Mary Jane Walsh 
turns in a commendable verform- 
ance as the girl-friend of Kave who 
keeps postponing the wedding. Not 
only does Miss Walsh get her lines 
across, but she sells songs to very 
good advantage. She’s featured in 
vocals of ‘Rub Your Lamp,’ ‘Jerry, 
My Soldier Boy,’ ‘Ace in the Hole’ 
and, with Kaye, in ‘Ev’rything I 
Love.’ Also participates in others. 

John Harkrider’s costuming rates a 
special note. In practically every 
scene he has taken pains to see that 
no two outfits are alike; and the ef- 
fect is always interesting and it’s 
effective, depending upon one’s taste 
for some of the creations. Tommy 
Gleason and his Royal Guards (6) 
add life and body to some of the 
vocal arrangements: and the orches- 
tral support is bountifully abetted by 
the arrangements contributed by 
Hans Spialek, Donald J. Walker and 
Ted Royal. Harry Horner's sets fill 
the bill. Fox. 


HIGH KICKERS 


Philadelphia, Oct. 13. 

Musical in two acts, produced by Ceorge 
Jessel and Alfred Bloomingdale; siars Jes- 
sel and Sophie Tucker. Music and lyrics 
by Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby; book 
by George Jessel, Kalmar and Ruby, from 
a suggestion by Sid Silvers Staged by 
Edward Sobol; dances directed by Carl 
Randal!: musical direction, Val Ernie. En- 
tire production supervised by Nat Karson. 
At the Forrest, two weeks starting Oct. 
13, °41; $3.20 top. 






Comes REGIE: 65 60.06 cckonveecdes Billy Vine 
DAGGER, ce Kec cceseccosessceresoneet Joe Marks 
Geo. M. Krause, Sr. (Kelly)..George Jessel 
I os ciceweis.sbaeee as 666 00Ree., meee 
-) wt SwerreyerrrTrTyyc rs Rollin Bauer 
Geo. M. Krause, Jr....--cccs Dick Monahan 
Stylish Four....Shaw, Bay, Young, Griffin 
PE on GGk do0ens0e6adebecnuce Betty Bruce 
Sophie Tucker... .cscccccccccceccsess Herself 
S. ‘Maufman Hart. .ceccoccsecess Jack Mann 
Kitty McKay....... ecccccces-LOls Junuary 
Jimmy Wilberforce..........-:; Lee Sullivan 
Fg eee ee Hugh Cameron 
Mayor John Wilberforce........ Chick York 
Hortense Wilberforce............ Rose King 
i (i. sce weweeebed Jack Howard 





DE DUrE Eee hee as cedn'e ooeweaas Betty Bruce 
Stuart Morgan Dancers......... Themselves 
PEE -DRMOs 6604060566068. Beity Jane Smith 
Pha 5664 0bd ss 0bcaede ees 040 Ted Shapiro 
SO “ANN 0 G0:6.06 603.000 644660% Chaz Chase 

Philly’s second legit musical 


shapes up as a possibility for Broad- 
way, but not if the going gets too 
hot ahead of it. Show needs plenty 
of fixing and sharpening and George 
Jessel better get his musical launched 
on Times Square before three or 
four of the projected tuners now in 
rehearsal beat it to the gun. ‘High 
Kickers’ tries the old idea of com- 
bining some straight sentiment and, 
on the other hand, plenty of musical 
comedy hoke. There is a lot of book 
in the first act, and it is easy to see 
that much of it is close to Jessel’s 
heart. As a matter of fact, Jessel 
himself gives a good account of him- 
self, though working under wraps 
here with an obvious cold. 

Sophie Tucker had a field day 
opening night. Given all kinds of 
leeway by Jessel, she grabs one 
number by the throat and gives it 
100% (CI Got Something’). 


Tell You Nothing.’ Her lines are 
often plenty blue, but she gives them 
the old shove-off and wide smile and 
nobody seems to object. 

There’s plenty funny albeit dirty 
material in the show, and it will click 
solidly with boys and gals from 52d 
street, even if less so with the east 
side crowd. And with the Jessel- 
Tucker personal followings, show 
appears to have a good chance of 
coming into the money. 


The plot concerns a traveling outfit 
produced by one George M. Krause, 
Jr. (Jessel). Both in program names 
and stage verses he gets a rather 
slick combo on George M. Cohan 
and Kraussmeyer’s Alley. Show gets 
into difficulties in one stand because 
of strip tease numbers, but it’s all 
hunky-dory in the end. Incidentally, 
it is Miss Tucker who offers to do a 
strip when the heroine (Lois Janu- 
ary) got cold feet. She doesn’t get 
beyond first base. 


Score by Bert Kalmar and Harry 
Ruby, long absent from these partic- 
ular shores, is only intermittently 
good. ‘You're on My Mind,’ ‘Time to 
Sing,’ ‘I Got Something’ and ‘Waltz- 
ing in the Moonlight’ are the top 
tunes. 

Carl Randall's staging of the dances 
is good if not sensational, and the 





She also | 
clicks neatly in ‘Didn’t Your Mother | 


scenic anc costume ends are well 
held up. 

Outside of Jessel and Miss Tucker, 
by far the best of the cast is Betty 
Bruce, who does some very neat 
hoofing. The Stuart Morgan Dan- 
cers (adagio) are also striking, and 
get repeated applause, although they 
are on too long. Chaz Chase has 
two amusing sequences. Waters. 








BLITHE SPIRIT 


New Haven, Oct. 9. 
Farce in three se.s, seven scenes, by Noel 
Coward: stars Cliften Webb, Peggy Wood 
Leonora Corbett, Mildred Natwick; setting, 
Stewart Chaney; stared and presented by 
John C. Wilson; at the Shubert, New 
Haven, Oct. 9-11, '41; $2.70 top. 





MUstMee doeoossstvebtacs vad Jacqueline Clarke 

PRMER  coccoccdevncoascsesecsese Peggy Woed 
I ChRarke®, cccrccccescccccseesecs Clifton Webo 
Mrs, BraGdmMmanm., .cccccccccseces Vhyilis Jorce 
Dr. BradMan...-cccocccecssees Priilin Tonge 
| Madame Arcati......-sccee> Mildred Natwietk 
| Re OA ve ana ecieet ewer Leonora Corbett 


Following a minor job of pruning, 
‘Blithe Spirit’ should emerge close to 
the top rung of this sexson’s ladder 
of sophisticated farce. Play is bril- 
liantly conceived, staged and acted, 
end rang down its final curtain to a 
dozen encores at the preem here. It 
stands up as some of Coward's bet- 
ter script-clowning, which means it 
has plenty on the ball. Though pri- 
marily aimed at  upper-crusters, 
there’s no dearth of entertainment 
for run-of-the-mill playgoers. Pro- 
duction carries a combination of wit- 
ticism and charm that adds up to a 
highly polished presentation, 


Originality predominates the theme, 
with a supernatural background 
that’s a honey of a. foundation on 
which to lay laugh lines and situa- 
tions. Clifton Webb is a _ writer 
whose second marriage is Occasion- 
ally upset through jealousy of the 
second mate over spouse number 
one (deceased some seven years pre- 
viously). At a seance arranged to 
gather material for his scribbling, 
Webb expresses skepticism—until his 
first frau appears from the beyond 
in phantom form, visible and audible 
to him alone. Rib-tickling is drawn 
largely from the apparition’s heck- 
ling at the expense of the current 
wife, plus a comedy character por- 
trait of a medium by Miss Natwick 
that sparkles brightly in a gem-stud- 
ded cast. 

Coward has skillfully welded a 

host of smart lines with unique sit- 
uations and the result is a fast-flying 
vehicle. Clever dialog’ threads 
through the entire three acts, with 
numerous chuckles coming from 
deep-seated barbs. Though basically 
on the wacky side, burlesquing is 
maintained on a high literary plane. 
Characters are expertly written. 
John Wilson’s staging does much to 
keep the pace rapid-fire. 
Acting is aces in a hand-picked 
cast. Webb is completely at home 
as the husband harassed by two 
wives, present and ex. Peggy Wood 
combines ph sical attractiveness 
with an excellent portrayal of the 
wife who finds herself pitted against 
an apparition. As the wraith, Leo- 
nora Corbett brings to the produc- 
tion a charm that will undoubtedly 
place her among this season's favor- 
ites. Mildred Natwick’s version of 
Madame Arcati, the medium, is 10 
points better than terrific. The cur- 
rent season’s plays will have a tough 
time topping this quartet for all- 
around gloss. 

Quality is the watchword for this 
particular presentation, including an 
attractive living room set by Stewart 
Chaney and some noteworthy cos- 
tuming by Mainbocher. Play is cur- 
rently a sock in London and should 
easily ditto over here. Its nicture 
outlook is rosy. Bone, 


| Yiddish Play 


The Day of Judgment 


Drama in two acts (15 scenes) by Jacob 
Sorsky; dramatized and staged by Maurice 
Schwartz; presented by Schwartz; features 
Schwartz, Miriam Rubini, Jacob Ben-Ami, 








Sertha Gersten, Luba Kadison; musical 
score, Lazar Klutzman; music director, 
| Harry Lubin; settings, Alex Chertov; cos- 
|; tumes, Suzanne Frisch. Opened at Yiddish 


Art Theatre, N.Y., Oct. 6, '41; $2.75 top 


NP MNGA cuccasdbbbASSeRRCECCREE Julius Adler 
Rabbi Jacob. .coscscccccess+se+-lsazar Freed 
DORIB. coccsccoccebenessoceucs Luba Kadison 
L1VA...cccccccccccesees-Anatol Winogradov 
PPOEGR. 560 aneebees eoe-++.-+-Miriam Rubini 
WATE. 0.66:0b6c0eeseeoeeds Rebecca Weintraub 
Basha Dvorah...... pthiscene Dora Weissman 
Prostyernoff......cccssesss+-Jacoh Ben-Ami 
Anna Andreyeva. eeees- GOldie Lubritzki 
Olga Michaylova.....ceces-. Bertha Gersten 
Elda Rosenkrantz...... --. Judith Abarbanel 
Johan RosenkrantZ....cecoces. jen Basenko 
Herr ‘Mendelsohn.........ees.- Se] Kronman 
CUE e eos 6bacesbees atese -..Jacob Tamny 
Madame Rosenkrantz........... Liza Silbert 
David Rosenkrantz.-.../ Abraham Teitelbaum 
Prof. Kramer............Maurice Schwartz 
US WUE. «0 600060 6606066 5.0%08 Jacob Mestel 
Second Judge...cecceseesess.++ Meyer Karen 
Third Judge...... Sesasdskeoue ee Zisha Shain 
Head of Tribunal......Abraham Teitelbaum 
Grobofsky......... erossaese tubeén Wendorf 





Maurice Schwartz's latest presen- 
tation, ‘Day of Judgment,’ is heavy- 
handed drama. It has an excellent 
story background, but little of the 
dramaturgical ingredients that 
Schwartz must have visualized, but 
never achieved, during his drama- 
tization of the Jacob Sorsky fictional 
work. It's a case of too many scenes 
—15 of ’em—with a dawdling pace 
seemingly doubling the number. 

Thus is the generally excellent 
cast, headed by Schwartz himself as 
a deformed composer and conductor 
in an early 20th century Russian set- 











ANNE OF ENGLAND 


Drema in three acts (seven scenes), by 
Mary Cass Canfield and Ethel Borden, 
mmsed on play by Norman Ginsbury. Stars 
Flora Robson, Barbara Kverest; features 
Jessica Tandy, Frederic Worlock, Leo G., 
Carroll, Reginald Mason, Production de- 
signed by Matislav Dobujinsky; staged and 
presented by Gilbert Miller: at St. James 
theatre, N. Y., Oct. 7, ‘41; $3.30 top ($5.30 
opening}. 


hir. Throstlewaite......... Oswald Marshell 
Lady Mary Churchill........... Liza Inglis 
Anne, Lady Sunderland... Frances Tannehill 
Duchese of Marlborough..... Flora Robson 
Duke of Mariborough.... Frederic Wortock 
Footman to Duke.......... Geoffrey Borden 
lord Godolphin. ......e.e6. Reginsld Mason 
Abball BIB... sccvcccestoceect Jessica Tandy 
Dir. BOON a nb vcnede tas cbeas Leo CG, Carroll 
Mire, TARVErl. ..0.cecowess Morvery Made 
Duchess of Somerset......... Cherry Hardy 
Capt. Varbrveh...Anthony Kemble Cooper 
Qucen ANME,.......cceeeee Rarbora lverest 
Prince Consort..... iW. H, Von Twardowski 
Mie RE SOW bs Faveeveseees Edward Langley 


CUE, , FARMS sce cusicsavdosvecas Colin Hunter 

Footmen to Quecn—Raymond Johnson, 
Thaddeus Sueki 

Pares to Queen-—Kenneth 
Leac 


Leroy, Jack 


As producer of the highly-profita- 
ble ‘Victoria Regina’ and an ardent 
Anglophile (he maintains a home in 
London and operates the St. James 
theatre there), Gilbert Miller would 
naturally be intrigued with another 
drama about an English queen. But 
despite one of his characteristically 
sumptuous productions, a_ distin- 
guished cast and fine performance, 
‘Anne of England’ is tedious~ and 
doubtful boxoffice. 


Norman Ginsbury’s play was done 
several seasons ago in London un- 
der the title of ‘Viceroy Sarah.’ The 
late Bela Blau held the U. S. rights 
and gave the drama a strawhat try- 
out at his Deertress theatre, Harri- 
son, Me., with Margaret Webster and 
Dame May Whitty in the leads. It 
has since been rewritten by Mary 
Cass Canfield and Ethel Borden, ap- 
parently with the idea of clarifying 
the British historical aspects for 
American audiences. 

However, ‘Anne’ remains a static 
exercise in dramaturgy, covering its 
lack of vitality with a lot of yes- 
your-Highness and no-your-Lordship 
kind of mumbo-iumbo. If its char- 
acters had no titles and weren't his- 
torical personages its story would be 
meaningless. It’s only the bloodless 
outline of a play, without movement 
or the essence of drama. 

Miller’s direction uncovers a few 
persuasive moments. The costumes 
alone must have cost a fortune. The 
between-scenes music is atmospher- 


ically helpful. And some of the 
parallels with current history, al- 
though laboriously dragged in, 


ignited opening-night applause. But 
it all merely adds up to stagey and 
inert artifice. 

Flora Robson, who made a tri- 
umphant Broadway debut last sea- 
son in ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ is 
again skillfully impressive in what 


was formerly the title part of 
Viceroy Sarah, the Duchess of 
Marlborough, the queen’s adviser. 


Probably it’s significant that as she 
fades from the center of the play’s 
action, interest dissipates. That's 
partly inherent in the script, of 
course, but largely in Miss Robson’s 
personality and performance. 

Barbara Everest, brought by Mil- 
ler from London to play the role 
she created there, is co-starred with 
Miss Robson. She gives a progres- 
sively full-dimensioned portrayal 
of the stupid, weak, brandy-swilling, 
occasionally canny and always 
pathetic queen. Jessica Tandy, Lon- 
don actress who made _ personal 
clicks on Broadway in ‘Time and 
the Conways’ and “The White Steed,’ 
is strikingly attractive in the prin- 
cipal featured part of Abigail Hill, 
|who schemed and intrigued her 
benefactress, Viceroy Sarah, out of 
regal favor. She doesn’t compro- 
mise the unsympathetic quality of 
the character, but makes it believ- 
able and understandable. 

Frederic Worlock is effective, if a 
trifle stuffy, as the Duke of Marl- 
borough. Reginald Mason is plausi- 
ble, but not always intelligible as 








Carroll seems unnecessarily heavy- 
handed and pompous as the villain- 
ous Mr. Harley, and H. H. Von 
Twardowski contributes an accept- 
able, though mannered, Prince Con- 
sort. 

First-night performance was ill- 
managed in certain respects. Cur- 
tain was scheduled for 8:20, but 
didn’t rise until about 8:30. And 
apparently the early time wasn’t 
sufficiently stressed, for the audi- 
ence was unusually tardy, even for 
an opening. Instead of holding late- 
comers in the rear of the house, the 
Management permitted them to be 
seated throughout the entire first 
scene, which thus might as well have 
been played im Duffy Square. Mat- 
ters were little better after the two 
intermissions, as the house lights 
were quickly doused (instead of be- 
ing held on dim for a few moments) 
and people therefore had _insuffi- 
cient time to be seated after ‘cur- 
tain’ was called. Hobe. 

(Closed Saturday night (11) after 
seven performances.) 





ting, forced to rely on their individ- 
ual and collective thespian attributes 
to attain any degree of eminence. 
As has been the fault on several 
other occasions in the recent past 
when Schwartz has attempted too 
(Continued on page 55) 
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Plays on broadwey 


VIVA O’BRIEN 


Musical come dy in two parts pre 
the Majestic, N. ¥., Oct. 9, °41, 1 
Hickey, Chester Hale and Claric Pans 
book by William K. and Bleana re 
unes by Maria Grever; lyrics by Raven 
Leveen; dances by Hale: book slaged _ 
Robert Milton; settings by Robinson: on 
tumes designed by John N. Booth. po 
° , *. 


“sented at 
by John J. 


$7.50 top. 

ated bag EES OES PEE PTET ae 1 § 
Emilio Morales.......... eee Milton Wen 
OCey TVRs sr cecicccccccsc. Ruth Clayt x 
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Professor Sherwood............. John Chore 
CO ae Ann Dest 
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eo, an Gil Galvan 
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Vicente, a Matador............. Git Galvan 
PEN sh 4 cdee wean l we Tony (Oswald) Labrtola 


Secretary of Mexican Consulaie.........., 
Terry La Vrancont 

{ Pete Desfarding 

Wee Seen bad caedbavaces Ray Twardy 


| Betty O' Rourke 


‘Viva O’Brien’ is a musical show. 
It is virtually laughless, so it is rather 
clever billing, that of ‘aquamusical’ 
and not musical comedy. None of 
the current shows of similar type 
need count the new one as competi- 
tion for it won't be around long. 

Plenty of money was expended on 
production by a newly formed mana- 
gerial trio of the younger group, 
Doubtless they devoted much atten. 
tion to settings, costumes and dances, 
but it is hardly understandable why 
they okayed so outmoded a_ book, 
unless it be that the backing comes 
from a wealthy Mexican, whose idea 
is ta promote continued amity be- 
tween this country and that below 
the border, which was indicated in 
the finale lines. 

Plot, story and gags are out of 
limbo it seems. Through the first 
part there-wasn’t a snicker from out 
front. There was some semblance 
of humor in the second act, but at 
best it was feeble and mostly in bad 
taste. The backer tossed a cham- 
pagne party at the St. Regis after 
the premiere, but what there was to 
celebrate about wasn’t evident to 
those who saw the performance. 

Only real hand during the pre- 
miere performance went to the ene 
sembie in a toe number and in ane 
other chorus number. At least Ches- 
ter Hale held up his end in that di- 
rection. Colorful settings and plenty 
of scenery for a book show, plus 
good lighting and some corking cos- 
tumes a la Mexican, are other at- 
tributes. 

As for the cast it mostly consists 
of mediocre performers and the 
management tipped off that weak- 
ness by featuring ‘14 scenes and a 
swimming pool,’ which is really a 
tank not more than 20 feet in length. 

Players are mostly from night 
clubs and vaudeville. For instance 
there are the Diamond Brothers (3) 
Okay as a vaude act, but hardly 
qualified for musical comedy—cer- 
tainly not for two interludes—and 
they are on the rough side at that. 


Then there is Tony Labriola with 
the nickname of Oswald, under 
which label he worked with Jack 


McLallen and later as stooge for Ken 
Murray. His style is also quite on 
the indelicate side, chewing gum and 
making noises with his lips. He is a 
comic in ‘Viva,’ Russ Brown switch- 
ing to straight, which doesn’t seem 
right. They did get some giggles, 
but only a Jew. 

On the brighter side are Brown, 
blonde Marie Nash and Milton Wat- 
son. Brown carries the whole story 
and that’s too heavy an assignment 
He generally comes through rather 
well considering the material. Miss 
Nash and Watson are the romantic in- 
terest and except for the first chorus 


- ’ 
| the comely girl vocalizes well. Duos 





‘Mood of the Moment’ is easily the 
best number in the score. They team 
well with ‘How Long’ and “To Prove 
My Love.’ Brown and Victoria Cor- 
dova furnish the secondary love stuff 
having a couple of numbers together, 
including a reprise on the ‘Love 
ditty. She is lively on her pins, 88 
is Gil Galvan, known in the night 
spots, too. As a matador, he gets A 
chance to throw his cape about. Cyril 
Smith has a flair for comedy, but 
there again the material is net pres- 
ent. Ruth Clayton leads two song 
and dance numbers fairly well. 

On the better side too is the per- 
formance of Pete Desjardins, former 
Olympic champ. He gets in one 
high dive in an excellent jungle 
scene and at the finale shows his ex- 
pert stuff on the low diving board. 
With him are Ray Twardy, a sprins 
board comic, and Betty O'Rourke. 
That part of the performance 
easy enough to take, even if familiar 
to the average person, yet it seems 
strange on the stage. 

Story deals with the hunt for 
a wishing stone which lies on the 
bottom of a sacred pool. The seek- 
ers find it and wish themselves 1? 
various places. If the thing actually 
works, the producing trio shoul 


wish for more fun in the perform: 
ance, Ibee. 
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Current Road Shows 


(Oct. 15-25) 

‘arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich 
yon Stroheim, Laura Hope Crews) 
—Plymouth, Boston (15-25). 

‘Blithe Spirit’ (Clifton Webb, 
Peggy Wood)—Wilbur, Boston (15- 
25). 

‘Blossom Time’—State, Winston- 
Salem, N. C. (15); City Aud., Char- 
lotte, N. C. (16); Aud., Columbia, 
s. C. (17); Aud., Asheville, N. C. 
(18); Carolina, Greenville, S. C. (20); 
Winthrop College, Rock Hill, 8S. e. 
(21); Miller, Augusta, Ga. (22); 
Royal, Columbus, Ga. (23); Grand, 
Macon, Ga. (24); Mun. Aud., Savan- 
nah (25). 

‘Boys and Girls 
Wynn)—Temple, Saginaw, Mich. 
(15); Michigan, Lansing, Mich. 
(16); Keith's, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
(17-18; English, Indianapolis (20-22); 
Taft Aud., Cincinnati (23-26). 

‘Candle in the Wind’ (Helen 
Hayes)—National, Washington (15- 
18). 

‘Claudia’ (Lila Lee)—Selwyn, Chi- 
eago (15-25). 

‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ (Katharine 
Cornell)—Shubert, Boston (15-18); 
Grand Opera House, Chicago (20-25). 

‘Father’s Day’ (Charlies Butter- 
worth)—Hartman, Columbus (15); 
English, Indianapolis (16-18); Stude- 
baker, Chicago (19-25). 

‘Good Neighbor’—Ford’s, 
more (15-18). 

‘Helizapoppin’ — Univ. of Wy- 
oming, Laramie, Wyo. (15); Aud., 
Denver; (16-18); City Aud., Colorado 
Springs (20); City Aud., Pueblo, Col. 
(21); Kimo, Albuquerque, N. M. 
(22); Plaza, El Paso (23); Texas, San 
Antonio (25-26). 

‘High Kickers’ (George Jessel)— 
Forrest, Philadelphia (15-25). 

‘Hold On to Your Hats’ (Al Jolson) 
—Hanna, Cleveland (15-18); Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto (20-25). 

‘Land Is Bright’—National, Wash- 
ington (20-25). 

‘Let’s Face It’ (Danny Kaye)— 
Colonial, Boston (15-25). 

‘Life with Father’ (Margalo Gill- 
more, Percy Waram)—Lyric, Al- 
lentown, Pa. (15-16); High school, 


Together’ (Ed 


Balti- 


Binghamton, N. Y. (17); Erie, 
Schenectady, N. Y. (18); Hanna, 
Cleveland (20-25). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish, 
Louis CalKhern) — His Majesty’s, 
Montreal (15-18); Eaton, Toronto 
(20-25). 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Victor 
Moore, William Gaxton)—Erlanger, 
Chicago (15-25). ‘ 


‘Macbeth’ (Maurice Evans, Judith 





Anderson )—Shubert, New 
(23-25). 

‘Male Animal’ (Ruth Matteson, 
Otto Kruger)—Alcazar, San Fran- 


cisco (15-25). 

Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel Wa- 
ters)—Geary, San Francisco (15- 
25). 


‘Man Who Came te Dinner’ (Laird 
Cregar)—El Capitan, Los Angeles 
(15-25). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Tay- 
lor Holmes)—Copley, Boston (15- 
25). 


‘Mr. and Mrs. North’—Lafayette, 
Detroit (15-25). 

‘My Sister- Eileen’—American, St. 
Louis (15-18); Lincoln, Decatur, 
Ill. (20); Orpheum, Springfield, I. 
(21); Shrine Mosque, Peoria, Ill. 
(22); English, Indianapolis (23-25). 

‘Native Son’—Case, Detroit (15 
18); Nixon, Pittsburgh (20-25). 
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‘PURCHASE’ BIG $30,000 


IN 2D PHILLY WEEK 


Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 

Legit hiatus for the rest of October 
has arrived as expected (and feared). 
Only house epen this week and for 
the next fortnight as well is the 
Forrest. 

‘High Kickers,’ the Georgie Jessel 
show made its bow at the Forrest 
last night (Monday) and runs for 
two weeks. It followed two big 
weeks of the return engagement of 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ which hit a 
stylish $30,000 in its final stanza. 

Last week’s only other legiter was 
‘Separate Rooms’ which {n its second 
and final week at the Walnut had to 
be content with $6,000 again. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Forrest 
(1,800; $3.42) (2d week). Very big in 
second week of its return visit here. 
Over $30,000 quoted. Jessel’s ‘High 
Kickers’ this week. 


‘Separate Rooms,’ Walnut (1,700: 
$2) (2d week). Finale for this one, 
which many thought could have 
been pressed for a stay. Just about 
$6,000, 


HAYES, $25,000, 
SRO IN WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 14. 
Critics were divided over merits of 
Maxwell Anderson’s new ‘Candle in 
the Wind,’ with Helen Hayes, but the 
play is doing just about all the busi- 
ness the National theatre can handle. 


First week (6-11) of two-week en- 
gagement accounted for approxi- 
mately $25,500, at $3.30 top. 


Interesting angle is that this figure 
is held down by A.T.S.-Theatre 
Guild subscription prices and second 
week should top the first, giving 
Guild and Playwrights Co. better 
than $50,000 for ‘Candle’s’ fortnight 
in the Capital. 


JOLSON’S ‘HATS’ FINE 
$24,000 IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. 

Nixon had a big week with Al 
Jolson’s ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ 
grabbing estimated $24,000 at $3.30. 
Intense heat on Monday (6) and 
heavy downpour before curtain time 
on Tuesday held down gross at the 
getaway, but beginning with first 
matinee biz reached capacity and 
stayed that way right down the 
stretch. 

Jolson’s first visit here in more 
than a decade, or since ‘Wonder Bar,’ 
netted him a set of glowing notices, 
and show had built to such SRO 











| proportions at end of engagement 
| there were regrets expressed on both 


| sides 


because it hadn’t originally 
been booked in for fortnight. Take 
here was best show has done since 


| hitting the road this season. 


| 


| 


|duction of 


‘Rio Rita’—Opera House, Boston | 
(20-25). 

‘Separate Rooms’ (Alan Dinehart 
Anna Sten, Lyle Talbot)—Nixon, 
Pittsburgh (15-18): Erlanger Buf- 


falo, N. Y. (20-22); Empire, Syracuse 
N. Y. (23); Erie, Schenectady, N. Y. 
(24-25). 


‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante)—Biltmore, | 


Nixon currently has . ‘Separate 


Rooms’ at $2.20 top. 


Curran Takes H’ wood 





House, Dual ‘Life’ Run 





Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Operation of the Music Box thea- 


’|tre has been taken over by Homer 


Curran, Frisco operator, for the pro- 
‘They Can’t Get You 
Down,’ book musical to be staged by 
Jack Kirkland and Dwight Deere 
Wiman, Five-year 


son is effective from April of next 
year. Howard Young is house man- 
ager. 


It is Curran’s plan to stage ‘Life 


| With Father’ concurrently here and 
lin Frisco, to be followed by a film- 


Los Angeles (15-18); Curran, San | 
Francisco (20-25). 

‘Student Prince’—Court Square, 
Springfield, Mass. (15); Shubert, 


New Haven (16-18): ‘Lyric, Allen- 
town, Pa. (20); Community, Hershey, 
Pa, (21); War Memorial Aud., Tren- 
ton, N. J. (22); Mishler, Altoona, Pa. 
(23); Embassy, Johnstown, Pa. (24); 
Maryland, Cumberland, Md. (25). 

‘Theatre’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner) 
—Harris, Chicago (15-25). 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Al- 
fred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—State, 
Harrisburg, Pa. (15); Virginia, 
Wheeling, W. Va. (16); Aud., 
Charleston, W. Va. (18); Academy 
of Music, Roanoke, Va. (20); Norva, 
Norfolk, Va. (22); Lyric, Richmond, 
Va. (23-25). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Aud., Oakland, Cal. (15-18); Mayfair, 
Portland, Ore (20-25). 





ling of the comedy with a possible 


release through Metro. 





‘Father’s Day, $7,000, 
Mex Standoff in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Oct. 14. 


Hanna just about broke even on 
tryout of Charles Butterworth’s new 
comedy, ‘Father’s Day’ (6-11). 
Gradually fading after good opening 
and weak on matinees, comedy for- 
merly known as ‘Western Union 
Please’ barely managed to collect 
estimated $7,000 in eight perform- 
ances, 


Nearly a $9,000 advance mail order | 


biz was drummed up by Al Jolson’s 
Hold On to Your Hats,’ now current 
in the 1,435-seat house. 


lease on the | 
house negotiated with Clare Brun- | 





New Haven, Oct. 14. 


Preem of Noel Coward’s ‘Blithe 
Spirit’ started fair and when word 

ot around the show was a click it 

uilt to a nice closing figure. Esti- 
mated at close to $6,400-on four per- 
formances at $2.75 top. 

House is still well booked ahead, 
with ‘Student Prince’ current last 
half (16-18); preem of Maurice 
Evans in ‘Macbeth’ for Oct. 23-25; 
break-in of the Cantor musical, 
eee Eyes,’ due for two days Nov. 
i-o, 


Face It” $12,500 
In 4 Shows, Big 
B.0. in Boston 


Boston, Oct. 14. 

‘Let's Face It,’ new Cole Porter 
musical, in its first four perform- 
ances last week showed it’s smash- 
| hit calibre and would have out- 
|grossed everything in a full week. 
| Biggest coin-catcher was not a new 
‘one, but an old revival, ‘Student 
| Prince,’ chalking up a tally that was 


the talk of theatre circles. Katharine 
Cornell’s initial stanza here was not 
quite up to expectations, but still 
very good. ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
continued to do standee biz in its 
second week here. 

Newcomers this week are ‘Blithe 
Spirit,’ Noel Coward’s new farce, and 
revival of ‘Man Who Came to Din- 
ner,’ playing the Copley at pop 
prices. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Student Prince,’ Opera House (2d 
week) (2,950; $2.20). Developed into 
a big-coin getter, even at $2.20 scale, 
and added up $20,500 mark for the 
second and final stanza. 


‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert (lst 
week) (1,590; $3.30). Welcomed 
cordially by the press and turning 
into good money, but under expecta- 
|tions for first week, $20,000. One 
|more week, then to Chicago, St. 
| Louis and the Coast. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Plymouth 
(2d week) (1,480; $2.75). Still hot 
and looking good for a six-week run. 
Second frame added up to $17,000, 
very big. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Colonial (four per- 
formances) (1,643; $3.30). Greeted by 
la wave of raves here after its preem 
‘last week (9), the new Cole Porter 
show, with Danny‘ Kaye starred, 
showed smash-hit strength at the b.o. 
First four performances (all ca- 
| pacity), $12,500. Two more weeks. 


‘CLAUDIA’ FINE 

















—— 


Chicago, Oct. 14. 

John Golden’s two plays last week 
got $29,000, with ‘Claudia’ doing re- 
markably well in the Selwyn, while 
| ‘Theatre,’ in the nextdoor Harris, is 
| grinding out a hefty profit, though 
not at capacity. 

Last night (Monday) the Erlanger 
brought to town the season’s third 
show, ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ and this 
musical looks for a run, 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Claudia, Selwyn (4th week) 
| (1,000; $2.75). A smash and got fine 
$15,500 

‘Theatre,’ Harris (2d week) (1,000; 
$2.75) Cornelia Otis Skinner is 
making plenty of money; got $13,500. 


‘Animal’ Good $6,200 








San Francisco, Oct. 14. 

With three  legiters operating 
simultaneously, the footlighters are 
booming here at the moment, 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Male Animal’ Alcazar (1,390; 
$1.25) (5th week). Otto Kruger still 
pulling ‘em in for nice $4,200. Henry 
Duffy production will go at least an- 


other week, with dickers on to bring 
in ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ next. 


‘Tobacco Road’ Curran (1,600; 
$1.65) (3d week). John Barton opus 
still rolling in its farewell appear- 
ance, with one more week to go. Got 
$4.700. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters’ Geary (1,286; 
| $2.75) (lst week). Ethel Waters show 
got raves here. First week’s b.q. 
j added up to $8,000. 





‘Spirit’ OK $6,400 in N. H. 


$15,900 IN CHI 


In 5th Frisco Week! 


Bway Bounds Back After Dip; 
Best Fost, $24,000, Clicks; Clark 
May Save Men, 6G, ‘Anne’ Folds 





Business not so hot last week, with 
some grosses slipping, but over the 
weekend, including Monday (Colum- 
bus Day) Broadway thronged with 
visitors. Saturday and Sunday were 
especially heavy. ‘Best Foot For- 
ward’ is definitely in hit class. ‘All 
Men Are Alike’ got weak press but 
some business. 





Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘All Men Are Alike,’ Hudson .(ist 
week) (C-1,094; $3.30). First-nighters 
didn’t like play, but liked Bobby 
Clark, who may save it: boxoffice 
showed some life during week; strong 
Saturday; around $6,000 first week. 

‘Anne of England,’ St. James. 
Taken off Saturday (11) after playing 
seven performances: got thumbs 
down from first nighters. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(40th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Hold- 
ing to capacity pace, with indications 


FATHER’ IN NEW 
ROAD CLEANUP: 


While the original company of 
‘Life With Father’ looks set for an- 
other season at the Empire, N.Y., two 
touring companies have started a 
cleanup on the road. The Margolo 
Gillmore-Percy Waram company 
played to very good business in Bal- 
timore, it being the fourth time for 
‘Father’ in that stand, but it was the 
Dorothy Gish-Louis Calhern com- 
pany which started in New England 
that went to higher brackets, topping 
$27,500 on a triple-split week. 


A record was claimed for three 
days in Hartford, where the takings 
bettered $14200. Count in Provi- 
dence in tMree performances was 
nearly $10,000, while Lowell ac- 
counted for more than $3,500. 


$14,800 in Balto 
Baltimore, Oct. 14. 


After two weeks of double book- 
ing for this town’s two legit theatres, 
current week’s lone listing of ‘Good 
Neighbor’ at Ford’s, and nothing 
seemingly on the calendar until mid- 
November, seems to indicate a letup 
in hitherto bullish road outlook. 
‘Neighbor’ is by Jack Levin, local ad 
man, and is being given a pre-Broad- 
way priming by Sinclair Lewis and 
Sam Byrd, with the former said to 
be financially interested and the lat- 
ter listed as a member of the cast. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life With Father,’ Maryland 
(1,500; $2,78)—Fourth visit of this 
one to scene of debuts of all other 
previous companies fared well in| 
spite of excessive heat in early part | 
of week. Built to extra solid take, 
winding up with an_ estimated 
$16,000, excellent in camparison to 
previous takes registered in same 











| despite 





house at varying scales. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Ford’s (1,900: 
$2.22)—Failed to attract attention 
with critics only lukewarm. Headed 
by Anita Louise and Owen Davis, Jr., 
mystery eked out very mild $4,100. 


Dante $7,000, ‘Dinner’ 
$9,000 Share L.A. Trade 


Los Angeles, Oct. 14. 








Legit offers only two items this 
week. ‘Sim-Sala-Bim’ at the ilt- | 
more, the one-man show of Dante. | 
the magician, will pull uf to around | 


$7,000 at $1.50 top. 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner.’ at | 
the Ei Capftan, is holding up on third | 
week for $9,000. 


‘Eileen’ $14,000 in Face 
Of Heavy St. L. Opposish 


St. Louis, Oct. 14, 


Local legit season got underway at 
the American Sunday (6) with ‘My 
Sister Eileen’ and first of two-week 
stand copped more than $14,000 for 
nine performances. 

Piece encountered stiff opposish 
from several quarters. First two 
nights were hot, then the Veiled 
Prophet parade and the ball, two 
nights later, came along. Edgar 
Bergen and his dummies also drew a 
nice crowd to the Municipal Audi- 
torium during the first week of | 








three local crix. 


‘Eileen.’ Play copped raves from the | 


of playing well past first of year; 
rated around $16,500. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore (2d 
week) (M-1,104; $440). New sock 
musical appears set for run; despite 
some difference of opinion attend- 
ance mounted to standee proportions; 
quoted close to $24,000. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (35th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Getting its share of busi- 
ness and, with takings around 
$10,500, could play through fall; third 
company being readied. 

‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ Morosco 
(4th week) (C-939; $3.30). Doing 
modest business, but management 
confident that attendance will im- 
prove; intention is to move show 
when ‘Blithe Spirit’ arrives early 
next month; $6,000 estimated. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(159th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Eased 
off to around $25,000, but holds place 
with best grossers on list and may 
stay well into season, maybe in an- 
other house. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (2d re- 
peat engagement) (13th week) (R- 
3,027; $1.65). Went off to around 
$23,000, but quite profitable at that 
level: Sunday attendance saw 
standees present 2nd bigger take this 
week looks assured. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (27th week) (M-1,376; $4.40). 
Two musicals which opened out, of 
town last week may contend with 
leader, but until they arrive this one 
is tops; over $30,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (100th 
week) (CD-900; $3.30). Most of the 
run shows felt a dip last week, with 
this one included, but with strong 
$15.000, goodly profit earned. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (42d 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Not so much 
affected and here, too, another profit- 
able week was scored; gross around 
$11,500. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Shubert (resumed) (40th 
week) (M-1,327; $3.30). Slipped to 
around $12,000, but that betters even 
break for holdover musical; due to 
move to St. James after another 
week; ‘Candle in the Wind’ follows 
in here Oct. 22. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (50th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Not as much 
affected as some other run shows; 
approximated $25,000, which is con- 
siderably better than pre-World 
Series going. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Royale (46th 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Going along 
to comparatively moderate business, 
with operating profit netted right 


along; over $10,000 and run in- 
definite. 
‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth (5th 


week) (D-1,075; $3.30). Is best thing 
among straight play entrants so far, 
but not getting capacity except at 
weekends; quoted at approximately 
$16,000. 

‘Viva O’Brien,’ Majestic (1st week) 
(M-1,716; $3.30). Opened last Thurs- 
day (9); was generally panned and 
scale chances doubtful; 
backer intends keeping show going. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
(28th week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Used 
extra space ads recently with idea of 
bolstering advance sale, expectation 
being for engagement to last through 
winter; rated around $16,000. 


REVIVAL 
‘Ah Wilderness,’ Guild (2d week) 
(CD-914; $2.20). First full week very 
good, with $10,000 approximated; 
can’t do much more at scale: slated 
for four weeks or bit more, then to 
road. 
ADDED 
‘Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo,’ 
Metropolitan. Getting favorable 
press comment and looks like money 
show at $3.85 top. 


Jooss Ballet, Elliot. Final two 
weeks for dance outfit that had been 
mostly touring; also good press 
notices; $2.20 top. 
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New Chi A.M. Daily's Staff Setup 

Top personnel of the new Chicago 
daily to be published by Marshall 
Field and Silliman Evans is rapidly 
taking shape. George DeWitt, for 
many years with Hearst, will be 
managing editor. Rex Smith, for- 
merly wilh Newsweek, has been 
named editor. Both started work 
last Wednesday (8). C. W. Dine- 
hart, formerly of the Chicago Herald- 
American, will be city editor; War- 
ren Brown, for years with Hearst in 
Chicago, will be sports editor. Sid 
Mautner, also from the Hearst paper 
in Chi, will be in charge of the 
photogs. 


Other appointments include Frank | 


Taylor of St. Louis as assistant to 
the publisher; Jack Stenbuck of Bos- 
ton, for 20 years with Hearst as cir- 
culation manager, and Roy D. Keehn 
as general counsel. 


Field announced Monday (13) that 


the paper will have offices in the 
Chicago Daily News Bldg. and use 
the News’ mechanical] facilities. 


News, an afternoon sheet, issued a 
statement making clear that the two 
popers would have no connection 
other than that as a matter of con- 
venience they will. pool their manu- 
facturing process. 

Hearst Herald-American is being 
raided up and down for the new 
daily, with the Hearst men evidently 
finding the offers from the Field- 
Evans group too luscious to turn 
down. Meanwhile, Jack Malloy, 
managing editor of the H-A, remains 
on the Coast, recuperating from a 
heart attack. After several weeks in 
New Mexico, he has moved up to San 
Simeon. 

Chicago Tribune, at present the 
town’s only morning paper, has put 
through its ¢nnual wage increases at 
once, insteed of waiting until De- 
eember when it customarily handed 
out wage uppings. Tribune has also 


goiten to the news-stands through- 
out town to obtain additional dis- 


play space on the stands, taking two 
papers standing erect on the back- 
rack, two papers lying horizontally, 
and two papers hanging down in 
front of the stand. Word has gone 
around that the Tribune is ready, 
should it fail to obtain full coopera- 
tion on this from the newsstands, to 
put men and boys on street corners 
hawking the Tribune exclusively. 
At present the town has no newsboys, 
papers being sold only from regu- 
larly licensed stands. 

Name for the Field daily will be 
selected by the public through a 
$10,000 prize contest which runs un- 
til Nov. 15. 
the streets within a week or so after 
that date. 

Paper will be standard size and 
carry International and United Press 
service. First feature stuff signa- 

/ tured for the daily is the serializa- 
tion rights to William Shirer’s ‘Ber- 
lin Diary.’ 


Crossing Up the Nazis 
Anti-Nazi German language news- 
paper, Argentinisches Tageblatt, 
published in Buenos Aires, recently 
put the Nazis there in a stew as the 


result of a special war fund cam- 
paign. Capitalizing on interest in 


demands made in Congress—and so 
far unfulfiled—that German Am- 
bassador Edmond von Thermann be 
declared ‘persona non grata’ and 
given walking papers, sheet asked 
contributors to chip in a peso apiece 
to help buy him a steamship ticket 
home. At the same time it an- 
nounced that since the British were 
he only ones currently able to sail 
the Atlantic to South America, the 
collection would be turned over to 
them and Thermann notified his 
passage was waiting. 

First list of contribs appearing a 
few days later caused a sensation 
when it was found ¢o contain names 
of many known Nazis, some of them 
specifically named by Congressional 
probers investigating the swastika 
spielers. All hell broke out in heil- 
ing circles, with the Fifth Column- 
ists accusing each other of selling 
out. Gag, of course, was that cer- 
tain anti-Nazis had contributed in 
the names of Nazis in order to cause 
a storm. Paper disavowed respon- 
sibility, claiming it couldn’t check 
on names. 


Vanderbilt’s 404-Town Tour 


Recently back from Central and 
South America, where he was com- 


missioned by Liberty, Click and) 
Script, Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr.'s 
present lecture tour, under Horner- | 
Mover direc i-n ‘* of Kansas City, 
now. emb: ns. When hi 


34 stands. 

Vanderbilt's No. 1 talk is ‘Latin | 
Americe—Neighbor or Nazi?’ and 
second most popular, ‘Half Past the | 


11th Hour.’ He's booked mostly by | 
educational conventions, dinner | 
clubs (such as Knife & Fork, First 


Nishters, etc.) and patriotic organi- 
zations. 

As a major, attached to the Gen- 
eral Staff, Vanderbilt, incidentally, 
dropved 51 pounds while on duty in 
army camps earlier in the year. He 
is presently ‘on loan by the U. S. 
Government’ for the lectures until 
needed again by the War Dept. 


Newsdealers’ ‘Strike’ Helps PM 

PM has been principal beneficiary 
of the boycott by 500 Manhattan 
newsdea'ers against New York's eve- 
ning papers and the refusal of the 
morning sheets to service the stands 
until they resume selling the p.m.s. 
Not included in the ‘strike,’ the Mar- 
shall Field tab was getting the en- 
tire top of the newsstands to itself 
in most cases. Since its birth 16; 
months ago, other papers have for- | 
bidden dealers to put PM on top 
of their stands and forced it to hang 
in the rear or at the sides. 

New York Enquirer is sharing the 
stands with PM in some locations. 
Enquirer, which ordinarily comes 
out only on Sundays, has been put- 
ting out a daily since Monday (13) 
to take advantage of the absence of 
other sheets. Foreign papers and 
even mags are said by newsdealers 
to be also benefiting. 

Brooklyn Eagle, like PM, was not 
included in the boycott, but got lit- 
tle added circulation, inasmuch as 
the strike was limited to sections of 
Manhaitan and a few spots in the 
Bronx, where only a small number 
of stands carry Eagles. 

Broadway crowds have been gath- 
ering the past few nights to watch 
the unusual spectacle of the picket- 
ing of newsboys. News and Mirror 
have hired special hawkers. 

Dealers’ plaint which led some of 
them to unofficially boycott the aft- 
ernoon papers at the end of last 
week (they voted officiglly to boy- 
cott all eight papers at a meeting of 
their AFL union on Sunday) is prin- 
cipally that they recently were cut 
to only $1.50 per 100 for returns, in- 
stead of the $2.35 which they pay 
for the papers ang which they orig- 
_inally got for returns. 





The paper should hit | 


N. Y. Times, Guild at Odds 
Newspaper Guild, negotiating with 
j the N. Y. Times on a contract for 
editorial employees, has informed 


| 


z | daily and Sunday papers. 
started eight years ago he did only} six months ending Sept. 30 the daily 





the management it will agree to 


it achieves the minimum pay de- 
mands it is seeking. Times, calling 
it a ‘fredom of the press’ clause, has 
asked the Guild to agree that there 





‘temporarily’ forego a Guild shop if | 


| southern 
| Magazines, died in Atlanta, Oct. 7 


claims’ 72% of the tilt was from 
newsstand sales. 

The New York News has also 
disclosed that it had set a new high 
in American journalism for both 
For the 


averaged 2,007,797 copies (month of 
September was 2,041,008) and the 
Sunday edition hit 3,610,483 (month 
of September average, 3,702,189). 





Sheilah Graham's Preference 


Sheilah Graham, NANA roving 
correspondent, prefers her present 
assignment rather than the Holly- 


wood column she has been doing fer 
years, although it has halved her 
syndication from over 80 papers that 
formerly took the straight film chat- 
ter. None the less, the newspaper 
gal, long stationed on the Coast, feels 
her scope is wider through covering 
wartime London for two months as 
she did this summer, mal!sing trips to 
Washington and Montreal and, very 
like'y, the Palm Beach beat this 
winter, 

Miss Craham is slated for a lecture 
tour under Colston Leigh's direction. 


The Lighter Teuch 

Magazines don't want stories about 
Hollywood he-men any more. There 
are too many masculine types in the 
Army, Navy and Marine Corps these 
days to waste time and space on 
muscular actors, 

One of the leading mag repre- 
sentatives in the motion picture ter- 
rain disclosed that the publishers 
prefer stories about glamour girls, 
to lend a touch of ferininity to the 
many pages devoted to the red- 
corpuscled males engaged in national 
defense. 


Ist Soldier Poet 
First Sergeant Robert T. Haubrick 


of Fort Monmouth, N. J., ranks as the 
initial soldier-poet of the present 
war. Following in the tracks of 


Joyce Kilmer and Edgar Allon Poe, 
Haubrick had his first book of poems 
published last week. 


Volume contains 85 poems, many | 
of them based on his army life while | 


others are more general. Haubrick 
has been writing poetry for the past 
four years. 


Phillips Edits Newsweek 

Joseph Phillips has been named 
managing editor of Newsweek, suc- 
ceeding Rex Smith, who resigned last 
week to become editor of Marshall 
Field’s new Chicago daily. Phillips 
for a number of years has been 
foreign editor of Newsweek. 

Jumping into Phillios’ former spot 
igs Harry Kern, who was assistant 


1 foreign editor. 


LITERATI OBITS 
Edward J. Rhatigan, 54, 
manager for Hearst newspapers 
Boston, died there Oct. 8. 
W. R. C. Smith, 69, publisher of 
business: and _ industrial 


business 


in 
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but it is expected to run to almost 
$2,000,000. USO, in making addi- 
tional grantg, it is understood will 
seek to keep closer tabs than in the 
past on how the coin is spent. 

Winter show schedule depends 
largely on camp facilities and hasn't 
been worked out yet by any means. 
Contemplated, however, are 20 to 24 
units working in 72 theatres (in 48 
camps) and in 13 naval stations. 
They will include legit as well as 
variety troupes. Smaller subsidiary 
shows are planned for camps with 
inadequate pkysical facilities and 
those that are far off ordinary routes. 

Rough Budgets 

Rough budgets and plans are 
slated for approval today at the 
meeting in New York of Dowling 
(who took over only two weeks ago? 
with Brig.-General Frederick H. 
Osborne, new Army morale chief; 
fol. William H. Draper, Jr., his as- 
sistant, and Commander John L. 
Reynolds, Navy morale head. This 
is said to be the ‘go ahead’ signal 
meeting and Dowling plans to begin 
assembling a staff at once. 

Dowling said last week he hoped 
to enlist the men in the major cir- 


cuits most familiar with vaude 
booking and with routing. Among 


ihese he said he would probably 
call upon are Sidney Piermont, of 
Loew’s; Harry Kalcheim, of Para- 
mount; Harry Mayer, of Warner 
Bros., and Bill Howard, of RKO. 
At the huddle in Washington last 
Wednesday, the Army presented 
data on number of camps and 
physical facilities afforded by each 
and outlined in general what could 
be done. Film, radio and stage reps 
were on hand and pledged coopera- 
tion if the Army was ready to go 
ahead. Reps of various unions and 
Guilds associated with show busi- 





ness gave similar pledges of co- 


;Operation at the meeting ~in New 
|York on Friday (10). 
25¢ Gate 

Dowling, as far as _ possible, is 


javoiding a hard-and-fast budget. He 


declares that the amount spent 
should be whatever is necessary to 
provide the proper kind of shows 
and a sufficient number of them. 
In addition, with the 25c admish 
charge, how much can be spent will 
depend to a large extent on how 
much patronage the shows receive. 

As far as possible, Dowling wants 
the shows to operate independently 
of cooperation by individual camps. 
He wants to feed, house and trans- 
port his troupes without calling on 
the Army, if that’s possible. Though 





most camp commandants and 


| morale officers have been coopera- 


tive with the traveling shows the 
iCitizens Committee has had _ out 
during the past three months some 
}of them have been annoyed at the 
}upset in routine caused by intrusion 
lof the units. 


D. C. Conclave 
Washington, Oct. 14. 
All-out cooperation with the Army 


| never shall be a Guild shop. Paul S. (Pete) Haupert, 48, former | 
| On wage demands, Times’ man- | White House reporter for the As- 
agement has countered the Guild’s | sociated Press, died in San Francisco | 
$85 top minimum with an offer of | Oct. 9. 

$70. This would apply to copy Mark Mendelsohn, 39, art editor | 


readers and desk men, Guild calls 
the Times’. counter-proposals ‘unsat- 
isfactory right down the line.’ 
Negotiations are continuing at the 
N. Y. News on a Guild request for a 
10% overall increase in wages to 
keep step with upped cost of living. 


Elaborate survey has been made by 
ANG economist Morgan Hull to 


o 


show both the uptrend in c. 
in the profits of the News. 


of 1. and 


Transradio Sues Time for 730G 


A $730,000 libel action by Trans- 
radio Press Service, Inc., against 


Time, Inc., publishers of Time Mag- 
azine, was revealed Friday (10) 
the N. Y. supreme court when Time 
applied to examine Herbert Moore, 
president, Wallace Quisenberry and 
Dixon Stewart, vice-presidents of 
Transradio, before trial, 

It is alleged that on June 24, 1940, 
Time carried a story which stated 
Transradio was giving out false and 
misleading information, was _ pro- 
Nazi, and had knowingly broadcast 
radio statements falsified by repre- 
sentatives of the German Govern- 
ment. As a result of this statement 
in Time, many of Transradio’s ac- 
counts refused to renew contracts, 
it is claimed. 


Ladies’ Home Journal Record 


Ladies’ Home Journal has become 
the first mag in America (whose cir- 
culation is checked by the Audit Bu- 
| reau of Circulation) to hit 4,000,000 
| copies, report by the ABC has re- 
ve led. Record was established with 
the August edition and represented 

1 almost twofold increase in the 
past six Curtis 


Cn . nihticthacg 





years. 


Publishing 
the J 


urnal 





in | 


Oct. 9 in Philadelphia. 

Edward Herbert Miner, 59. art di- 
| rector of the New York Ne 
since 1919, when the daily start 
died Oct. 10 in Mineola, L. L * 


Wallace Roome, 62, 
rector of the London Daily Mirror 
for 38 years, died Oct. 9 in London. 

John J. Sireeter, 92. publisher of 
Vineland, N. J., Weekly Independent, 
died Oct. 9 at his home in Vineland. 
He was a pioneer advocate of 
cial reforms, 
ple’s Party, and long an 
General Jacob Coxey. 


managing Gi- 





of the Philadelphia Daily News, died | 


S0- | 
a leader of the old Peo- | 


associate of | 





Gites’ Confab 
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filed in Hudson Falls, N. Y., com- 
plainant being unknown in publica- 
tion circles and not known to cover 
shows for any New York paper or 
magazine. Indicated that the action 
was inspired by the Shuberts, their 
attorney William Klein and others 
of his office acting for the defendant 
46th Street theatre and the Select 
Theatres Corp., which is Shubert- 
owned. Suit,was filed on behalf of 
one Robert W. Christie. 

Circle scribes came to the con- 
clusion that they could not act as 
PAGE ONE pene ee 
an organization, but it is likely that 
editors or an association of pub- 
lishers will participate in the pro- 
ceedings on the ground that the ac- 








tion endangers freedom of speech 
| and the press. Deacline for briefs 
i ordered filed by the court the 
! Chrictie ence is toda (15% 


] 


| 
|and Navy in keeping up morale of 
the defense forces with ‘a regular 
circuit’ was pledged last week by 
spokesmen of the’ three chief 

nehes of the show business. Prom- 
S nullified the West Coast action 
’f Theatre Authority which ultima- 
tumed there will be no more gratis 
entertainment, 

Peace pipe was puffe 
Wednesday (8) and 


all 
the 


around 
huddle 


lease that 
of America, as well as the three 
great entertainment industries of the 
country, pledged their complete sup- 
port to the plan of the Army and the 
Navy for a regular circuit of shows 
to furnish relaxation to the 2,000,000 
soldiers, sailors and marines of the 
| armed forces of the country.’ 

| Those in on the huddle were: Ed- 
die Dowling, as chairman of the en- 
tertainment committee of the Citi- 
zens Committee for the Army and 
Navy, Inc.; Lawrence Phillips, ex- 
ecutive director of the outfit; Y. 
Frank Freeman, president of the 
Producers Association and chairman 
of the Hollywood Branch of the film 
industry national defense crowd; 
Neville Miller, president of Nation- 
al. Association of Broadcasters; Lee 
Shubert, speaking for legit entrepre- 
neurs; Lawrence Beilenson of Screen 
Actors Guild; Alfred Harding from 
Equity; George Heller of AFRA; Er- 
win D.. Tuthill, executive director 
of the United Service Organization, 
and Judge James P. B. Duffy of 
U.S.O. 





Philly’s About Face 
Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 
show biz won a victory 
local city administration 





Philly 


lover the 


$2,000,000 for Army Shows 


from page l= 
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last week when the Philadelphia 
Defense Council decided to use aly 
of the local share of the United 
Service Organizations fund for the 
entertainment of visiting 
men. 

The council, headed by a city of. 
ficial, had originally planned tg 
spend at least half of the $100,009 
allotted locally, for expenses of non- 
recreation defense activities, such ag 
recruiting air raid wardens, 
wardens, etc. 

There was a squawk from news. 
papers, unions, musicians, actors and 
others, claiming that the money wag 
raised purely for recreational activi. 
ties. If a big chunk of the dough 
went elsewhere, musicians and en. 
tertainers said they would be get- 
ting cheated out of what was righte 
fully theirs. 

With the decision to use it all for 
entertainment, now official, the ree- 
reation committee is formulating 
plans for an entertainment schedule, 
Dances will be held each Saturday 
night at the Broadwood Hotel, with 
different orchestras hired for each 
function, Vaudeville shows are also 
being planned. 


Drafiees’ Film Jobs 
For Army Pave Way 
To Civvie Production 


service 


fire 





Stretch in the Army’s film-making 
unit from which Franklin Coen and 
Bob Churchill have been discharged, 
may set the pair up as shorts pro- 


ducers. They have several compa- 
nies interested in a comedy they 
wrote, appeared in, directed and 


produced in their spare time at Fort 
Monmouth, N. J. 
become their springboard fer a series 


It is expected to 


of similar humorous briefies about 
recruit 

Coen was a Hollywood scriptwriter 
and Churchill an assistant to docu- 
mentary-producer Williard Van 
Dyke they were drafted and 
assigned to the Signal Corps’ Train- 
Film Production Laboratory. 
"hey were discharged under provi- 
the new 28-year-old maxi- 


staiute. 


training. 


when 
ing 
sion of 
mum age 

Film they have been showing ma- 
jor companies this past week is 
labeled ‘How to Spend Your Spare 
Time in the Army.’ It is acted com- 
pletely by soldiers at Monmouth, 


with Churchill in the principal role 


of the dumb rookie. All the players 
had show biz experience before the 
Army sot them and include Gran- 
ville Scofield, the original ‘Li'l Ab- 
ner’ of films. 

Pie runs 17 minutes, but probably 
will be sheared to a reel for com- 


Assisting Coen 
a partner 


mercial distribution. 
and Churchill on it and 


in their future ventures is Bernard 
Rubin, civilian cameraman at Fort 
Monmouth. Trio put up their own 
coin to pay for the film. 


They got the idea for the commer- 
cia! product after producing an 
eight-minute reel last spring for a 
show at the camp. Closely modeled 
after the Army training films they 





brought a War Department press re- | 
‘the talent organizations | 


were making, it scored a tremendous 
hit. It was ‘The Care and Peeling of 
the 87 MM. P 


Potato.’ 





Kian Klaims | 








—_— (‘ontinued from page law 


os 

| ords of the Klan and tell me thet 
| if you think it’s an accident.’ 

| Day after Colescott put on his 
money-raising meeting here, Senator 
Bennett Champ Clark came to 
Pittsburgh to speak at an America 
First rally, and reporters asked 


Clark whether Colescott was imply- 
ing that the Klan was influential in 
persuading him to start the ball 
rolling on the pix quiz. (Although 
not a member of the ICC sub-com- 
mittee investigating propaganda in 
the films, Clark was co-author of 
the Senate resolution which Tre- 
sulted in launching the probe). ; 

‘I don’t know what he’s implying, 
Clark said, laughing off Colescott’s 
statement, ‘all I know is that I've 
stil! got scars on my body from fist 
fights with Klansmen when the KKK 
was riding high in Missouri.’ 





Henry King dropped his girl 
singer, Gloria Faye, at end of King's 
eng: in Pittsburgh at Bil 
re 





ement 
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Broadway 





John Peter Toohey back on the 


ob. 

; Mort Blumenstock in Chicago on 
‘Sergeant York’ opening. 

Jack Spooner back as major domo 
of the Stork club’s Cub Room. 

Bill Doll and Samuel J. Friedman 
press agents for ‘Gay Blades,’ ice 
rink. 

Louise Campbell (Mrs. Horace 
MacMahon) east for a possible stage 
role. , 

Cliff Work, Universal production 
head, in New York for a rest and 
huddles with homeoffice execs. 

Tom Ratcliffe, Metro play scout, 
back at-work after two weeks’ bed- 
ding with blood-poisoning of leg. 

Willis Goldbeck, Metro writer who 
has co-authored number of the 
‘Hardy’ pix, visiting in New York. 

Edward G. Robinson vacationing in 
New York before beginning work at 
Warners in ‘Night Before Christmas.’ 

Ruth Schwerin, film press agent 
for many years, has joined the pub- 
licity staff of Tom Fizdale’s agency. 

Bil] Morgan, 20th-Fox manager in 
Trinidad, shoves off for home port 
Oct. 27. He’s been in N. Y. for h.o. 
confabs. 

Mrs. Billy Jackson, Rosalie Asher 
when a pro, is in Riverdale (N. Y.) 
Sanatorium under special treatment 
for high blood pressure. 

Damon Runyon returned to the 
Coast over the weekend to begin 
lensing of his ‘Little Pinks’ under his 
new RKO producer pact. 

Hot dog and beer party in Shubert 
Alley, casts of ‘Claudia’ and ‘Pal 
Joey’ hosting several hundred sailors 
on Saturday (18) evening. 

Milton Marx, of WB advertising de- 
partment art staff, will have one-man 
show at the Marie Sterner Galleries 
starting next Monday (20), 

Will Lee, former Group Theatre 
player, has been pacted by Sam 
Goldwyn for role of ‘Benny the 
Creep,’ gangster, in ‘Ball of Fire.’ 

Simone Simon in from the Coast 
for preem of ‘All That Money Can 
Buy’ at Music Hall tomorrow 
(Thursday). Starts p.a. tour shortly. 

Ray Peacock covering Broadway 
and films for the Associated Press, 
replacing Herman R. Allen, now as- 
signed to ‘The World This Week’ de- 
partment. 

Rosalind Ivan back from the Coast 
after completing a one-picture deal 
for Universal and being tested by 
Warners for her original part of Mrs. 
Watty in ‘The Corn Is Green.’ 

P. L. Thomson, director of public 
relations for Western Electric, in 
Chicago this week attending the 
Audit Bureau of Circulations annual 
meeting. He is president of ABC. 

Grand Street Boys Post of the 
American Legion holds installation 
and dinner tendered to Commander- 
elect Jack Goetz at the 55th St. club- 
house Nov. 5. Goetz is with Du-Art 
film labs. 

Miguel Roldan, who operated the 
Yumuri, Toreador and original La 
Conga, will be in charge of the new 
Rumba Room at Rogers’ Corner 
when it opens in two weeks as a 
Pan-American spot. 


Pittsburgh 


Uncle Sam is pulling Andy Olesak, 


Sax ace, out of Baron Elliott's orch. | 


Marty Seed is losing his assistant 
at the Regal theatre, Pete Musico, to 
the army. 

Season for town's only Drive-In 
theatre came to ‘a close Sunday 
night (12). 

Jerry Ree picked for vocal berth 
with Tommy Carlyn band after 
month of auditions. 

Carmen LaPorte plotting nitery 
comeback with new dance act after 
two-year retirement. 

Variety Club. headquartered in 


Pd 
William Penn hotel, shut down for | 


the duration of strike. 


Milton Kerns named for Elliott 


Nugent role in Plavhouse’s opening 
Show, ‘The Male Animal.’ 

It’s a girl fox Andy Sheridans 
(Mary Harris), first grand-daughter 
in Harris theatre familv. 

Cafe singer Peg Manning and 


Clyde Strange, steel man, have an- | 


nounced their engagement. 
tony Pastor show at Stanley into 
Nixon Cafe for two weeks. 

Marty Schramm, Ray Englert, Bill 
Shaffer and Anton Rozanci make up 
the 4 Kings at new Club 51. 

Virginia Albert, with Manhattan- 
ettes at Villa Madrid, is daughter of 

Tacy Cox, the old prizefighter. 

Leonard Sims, sax player with 

€tman Middleman, and Roslyn 

mith will be married Sunday (19). 

Gabe Rubin has put his tiny Art 
Cinema on the big time after several 
years—he's using 24-sheets for the 
first time. 
, James Hendel, new UA manager 
i, Cleveland, is nephew of Harry 
endel, who owns the New Granada 
theatre here. 

Danny Bridges spending his two- 
week furlough in his old drummer 
slot with Bubbles Becker orch at 

erry-Go-Round. 

Harry Feinstein, WB film buyer 
— booker, and Sylvia Fierst, radio's 
oat Jean Abbey, have announced 

eir engagement. 


Rosella Hannon, ‘Miss Western ' 


Evelyn Farney booked right out of | 


Pennsylvania’ and runner-up to ‘Miss 
America,’ prepping for her nitery 
debut here shortly. 

Chet O’Brien just mustered out of 
the army and stopped here to see 
his twin brother, Mort O’Brien, in 
the Al Jolson show, 

Muriel Caldwell, singer with the 
old Will Roland band, has come out 
of a two-year retirement to sing in 
cocktail lounge units. 

Band leader George King has 
written friends here he’s the papa 
of a boy. Mother is Helen Honan, 
former vaude mimic. 

Joe Pemberton, Pete Quiter, Bill 
Hollenbaugh, George Ball, George 
Tice and Milt Lefton captaining 
Filmrow bowling clubs. 











isms Pro, Con 
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lems and not with politics. We 
submit that the ‘ism’ question 
is a most vital union problem.’ In 
all the totalitarian states, free 
labor unions have been erased. 
And now the governments of 
these states presume to do the 
same favor for us. The prin- 
cipal strategy used by their 
agents is to bore their way into 
the governing bodies of our 
unions, for the avowed purpose 
of undermining them. A con- 
stitutional amendment would 
guard against this in Equity.’ 
Opposition’s Argument 


A more wordy argument opposed 
to adoption, and supposed to have 
been written by Sam Jaffe, follows 
in part: 

‘The Council of the Actors’ 
Equity Association has always 
taken a decisive stand against 
political issues. It is a tradition 
of the Association. 

‘Only as recently as September 
9, 1941, the Council refused to 
endorse officially the program of 
the Fight for Freedom Entertain- 
ment Committee, on the grounds 
that we have no authority to 
answer for or control the poli- 
tical or social views of our 
members outside the stage door. 
There follows the memorandum 
of Mr. Turner of the Legal De- 
partment: ‘To the extent that the 
Council decides that this is a po- 
litical maiter it is outside the 
power of the Association. By a 
long established precedent and 
in accordance with my interpre- 
tation of the laws relating to la- 
bor unions, political issues have 
been avoided and I am of the 
opinion that neither the Associa- 
tion nor the Council have the 
power to take any action bind- 
ing upon the membership.’ 

‘The Council, after a year's 
thought and deliberation § on 
this question, has rejected all ef- 
forts to make it part of our Con- 
stitution. 

‘The first resolution was unani- 
mously defeated by Council 

‘This resolution was character- 

| ized by Mr. Green, Dean of the 
Law School of Northwestern 





University, as: ‘a cudgel in the 
| hands of the blackmailer and the 
| sadist,’ 


‘One of our most respected 
Councillors called the proposed 
amendment ‘pernicious’ and ‘de- 
structive.’ 

‘The second resolution was de- 
feated by a vote of fourteen to 
ten 

‘Neither AFRA nor the Screen 
Actors’ Guild has passed such 
legislation. 

‘It was started by an outsider 
totally unfamiliar with our or- 
ganization, who repeated, under 
immunity of congressional privi- 
lege, the groundless accusation 
that our Council and our Associ- 


ation was dominated by Commu- 
nists, 

‘There is not a single bit of 
legislation ever enacted in our 
Association that can even re- 
motely be called Communistic, 

‘The enactment of such legis- 
lation will start a witch-hunting 
campaign which can only result 
in weakening and ultimately de- 
stroying our organization. 

‘It will encourage wasteful 
charges, controversies and trials 
in Equity. 

‘The time, energy, and money 
of the Association will be wasted 
as we harass one another,. in- 
stead of being used constructive- 
ly in building a cohesive organ- 
ization. 

‘There is great danger in pass- 
ing such legislation at a time 
when passions are aroused and 
thinking obscured. 

‘We have ample power under 
our present Constitution to deal 
with and to prevent any subver- 
sive activity in our Association. 
There is no need of any added 
legislation to accomplish that 
end.’ 





sent telegram invitations to selected 
group to attend ‘Citizen Kane’ open- 


VARIETY 
London 
ing as theatre's guests. 
Dale Hall and Randall! Sisters into 


Illness of Maxie Thorpe postponed | pote] Nicollet 
Columbia sales meet at Blackpool. | with Gus Arnheim’s orch for latter's 
Betty Balfour obtained her final| fourth local engagement, succeeding 
divorce decree from Jimmy a a Kay. 
bell. 
Jack Hylton has made a briefie for 
the Ministry of Information, helping | 
to sell War Bonds. 
Anna Neagle nixed all p.aing! 
when she returned to this side, but Olga Coelho out of the Chez Paree 
relented for Cinema Trade Benevo-' show, 
lent Fund. 
Roy Tuckett, who made flying pic- Morgan funeral. 
tures back in '29, seeking to be trans-| Jesse Stool returns to town to take 








Chicago 








| 


ferred to Atlantic Ferry Service from | over as rf f : 
- ‘ th lody La 
current occupation of instructor to rth» My cng or ts Melody - 


air cadets. | Ed Cooke, manager of ‘Theatre’ 
Ann Somerset, newcomer from} here for John Golden, is at the Mayo 


| repertory, is slated for lead with C}inie for a checkup. 


Richard Tauber in stage version of} 


|‘Blossom Time,’ Rodney Ackland is ' Harry Kalcheim in to look over 


fashioning the script feet and discuss future Chicago 
= a | ) i s ith ele « , atz. 
Wembley Film Studios have been} yr en Rate neon - ~ , 
occupied by a Soviet film unit taking | ...- ornelia Otis Skinner and the 
care of influx of celluloid from the eatre’ cast will give a perform- 
U. S. S. R. They'll also co-op with | ance here for the Actors Fund next 


Ministry of Information on swap of | month. 


product. | Show Folks, !r¢., tossing a barn 





| George Cross for services. 
| John Ojerholm, chief of Para-, 


aa Jance benefit show for proposed Chi- 
Mimi Crawford, former dancer, |“ 
| inherited all her husband’s estate of oS wor Aged and Needy Per- 
| $60,000, He was the Ear] of Suffolk | ne 
and was killed by a bomb last May, | 
being posthumously awarded the 











Airlines 


Continued from page 2 





/mount’s Olympic _ Laboratories, | 
'turned thesp for a scene in Two| 
‘Cities ‘Unpublished Story.” He was|“@y westward. Also on the Kyser- 
visiting set at the Denham plant in; Munson-Murray express was Roy 





'eonnection with new processing job Disney, general manager of Brother 


i 
' 


' 
} 





| 


| with a full length film. 


Olympic is doing. | Walt’s plant of men and mice, here 

Daughter born to Penelope Dudley jto do some execing. 
ven a p Rage A tone Louis B. Mayer and Howard 
grandma, Father was married to H.,>'"i¢Kling, of the Metro brain de- 
G. Pelissier, who founded the orig-|P@%tment, had chairs reserved on 
inal ‘Follies,’ of which she was the;an L.A.-bound American Airline 
youngest member. - |flight yesterday (14), but some said 
they couldn't take the air until to- 
» . | day (15). A mob of Paramount's 

Mexico City | New York executives were also 
skedded out yesterday io attend a 
By Douglas L. Grahame | Hollywood parley, to be staged to- 
}morrow and Friday. 
tn Mnlich- ; al. - 
' peta aed pay RR ig American bal-)  y ouis Hayward, Washington- 

- IP pea Tex ing. we ; _|bound, was aboard a Mondeemorn 

Gilbe1 to Martinez So ares signe d as |(15) Eastern Airliner, and James 
directo bag miggertass ____| Petrillo, boss of the American Fed- 
a Bocas von Moni, | eration of Musicians, flew in from 
can ceed. Chicago aboard TWA’s Sky Chief 

Consuelo Frank, juve dramatic |*" Mondee's dusk to have a look-see 
actress, back to pix after a consider- | #* | the neighborhood’s music blue- 
able absence, ints, 

Fernando Mendez, pioneer pic | While Mr. and Mrs. Rube Gold- 
shorts producer, debuting as director| berg slipped out, almost unnoticed, 
to Frisco aboard a United Airline 
Mainliner, Monday’s Clipper-trippers 








Juan Jose Martinez Casada, pic 


| juve, working in a local film after a| were holding mass meetings in the 


long profesh sojourn in the U. S. 


| customs’ rooms. The Yankee Clip- 
Amparo C. Margain, 


soprano., per brought in Edika Mann, daughier 


-added to ‘Album of Melodies andj of novelist Thomas and wife of Brit- 
| Memories’ program over local sta-| jsh Poet W. H. Auden, who said so- 


tion XEW. 

Julio Bracho, director, to Vera 
Cruz siate hinterland to write a pic 
7 ge Aga a: Be poeene & Star. Aboard the same oceanic tub 

Senora Julia Guzman banqueted| }*<'© Eugene Meyer, editor and pub- 
by the Nationa! Dramatists Union eae _& the Washington (D.C.) 
for the success of her ‘Divorcidas’ | POSt, who undoubtedly hopes that the 
“Ritwercese’ |. patrons of the Potomac never give 

Juan Bustillo Oro awarded cer-| his newsboys the kind of brushoff 
‘tificate by El Universal, local daily,|he handed the LaGuardia pencil- 
for the best film megging during the’ punishers; and Gail Borden, manag- 
past 10 years, 

Rosa de Castano, Tampico author- 
ess, invited by an Iowa radio sta- 
tion to deliver four lectures about 


long June 27 when she left for the 
Churchill counties as special writer 
for Liberty, PM and the Toronto 


sat down and talked Fourth Estatese. 
The Atlantic Clipper came in with 


Mexico in December. Mrs. Janette Murrow, wife of the 


Tito Guizar, back from his tussle|CBS hired hand in Londgn. Paul 


'with Havana editors over his sup-!(CBS news director) White and 


| local suburb that was the refuge oi 


posed ‘slight’ to Cuban women, is; William 
resting at his cottage in Coyoacan, 


(‘Berlin Diary’) Shirer 


the late Leon Trotsky, not only barging into the customs 


Linda Altamirano and Maruja|2re@ occupying valuable ‘working 
Grifell. lead actresses with the dra-| 00m’ space but by dragging a few | 


matic company current at the Teatro! friends along by way of convoy. 
Fabregas, together copped $25,000) The eastbound Dixie Clipper car- 
(Mex) ($5,000 U. S.), grand prize 1) ried off Mrs. John B. Murphy, known 
a drawing of the National Lotter; as Sarah Bulette to Satevepost and 
aE tae Country Gentlemen readers, for a 
tour of war-torn farm areas. 


Minneapolis The TWA manifests of the week 


By Les Rees carried the names of Edmund 

: _ O’Brien, off to L. A.; Phil Wagner 

Fred Strom. Northwest Allied sec- Baltimore Sun m.e., who Friday (10) 
retary, ailing. was Chicago-bound to greet the Duke 
Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- and Duchess of Windsor as the No. 


> eae i, yee St 1 rep of the American news sheets; 
‘New Moon 3s first offering of st. 
Paul Civic Opera company’s season. |‘, ; . 

Bob Snyder, Al Dezel associate, in | 948¥; Edward G, Robinson and Betty 


from Chicago to handle foreign films Fields, L. A. sTWAtoliner passen- 


at Esquire. gers arriving Friday night; Judy | 


Major Bowes’ ‘Anniversary Revue’ , Canova to L. A. along with Mr. and 


\is at St. Paul Orpheum, but will pass | Mrs. Ken Murray and Lee Spitz, 


up a yg sec a. qret | Mis. Jack Kirkland, using the Sky 
ral 2h a @) cs 4: . ’ 

—_, $750 ie eaklenes las date Chief to the Coast: Perc Westmore 
aaa booking drive ; : returning to his paints and tints; and 

Managers of 10 of Bennie Berger's Myron and Mrs. David O. Selznick 
independent theatres at convention and George Cukor, in from the end 
here reported business on upgrade. of the line. 

Herbert J. Yates, Republic head, Mystery of the seven-day stretch 
here briefly for conference with Gil- | 0” pyre) Flynn’s TWA arrival 
bert Nathanson, local branch man- —— . ee - e 
acer. Wednesday (8). No one could under- 
“W. A. Steffes down from northern , stand why the big lad used the name 


Minnesota estate for few weeks here | of ‘Leslie Thompson’ when he bought 


i 


before starting yachting south on his tickets at L. A. Flynn seemed 
Mississippi river. so amazed that word of his arrival 

aoe yee ee ee oe had seeped in, that newsmen didn't 
— ot me dee ‘| bother to tell him that a fellow Hol- 


respectively, in New York on Uni- ; ‘ 
versal product deal. lywoodian, the day before, had tip- 


Manager Bill Sears of Orpheum ped his hand. 


Minnesota Terrace | 


|} Martha Raye flew in for the Helen | 


ing editor of the Chicago Times, who | 


angered the local scribes no little by | 


Andre Kostelanetz, in from Chi Fri- } 


Hollywood 


Jane Withers parted with her. tor 
sils. 

Buck Jones on a tour of the mide 
west. 

Walter Morosco in the hospital for 
minor surgery. 

Robert Emmett Keane recovering 
from surgery. 

John Miles, studio p.a., recovering 
| from an operation. 

William A. Seiter back from vaca- 
tion in Mexico City. 

Leo Carrillo back to work after a 
week’s rassle with flu. 

Ted Weiss moved out of Metro 
publicity to join the army. 


Cliff Reid resumec his job at RKO 
after two weeks off with the flu. 


Brenda Marshali returned to work 
at Warners after a month's illness. 


Rufe Davis back at Republic after 
a month of personal appearances. 

, Gil Kurland upped from assistant 
director to unit manager at Metro. 


Dario Sabatello shifted from Warn- 
ers to RKO as foreign publicity con- 
tact. 

Judy Canova granted annulment of 
her marriage to Corp. James H, 
| Ripley. 
| Bob Hope to San Francisco for 
| eight days at the Auto Show starting 
, Oct. 18. 
| -Lord Louis Mountbatten gandered 

20th-Fox as guest of Darryl F. 
Zanuck, 

Bette Davis back from New 
Hampshire, mended from a _ nasal 
dog-bite. 

Carole Lombard and Clark Gable 
back from a South Dakota hunting 
vacation. 

William Tunberg moved from 20th- 
Fox to join Paramount’s story de- 
partment. 


John Garfield dickering with Max 
Gordon for a stage appearance on 
Broadway. 


Humphrey Bogart returned to 
work after a two-week siege of 
laryngitis. 

Russell Phelps returned to studio 
publicity work after four months in 
| Sawtelle Veterans hospital. 


Richard McFarland, company 
manager for Douglas Fairbanks in 
early legit days, critically ill. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello will 
be feted at a burlesque dinner to 
be tossed by the Masquers Oct. 26. 

Lew Seiler laid up with flu while 
Ben Stoloff pinch-hits as director of 
| ‘You're ! the Army Now’ at Warn- 
ers, 

Berman Swartz, formeriy with 
|Myron Selznick agency, in town 
from Washington on tederal busi- 
ness. 

Sam W. B. Cohn assisting Arch 
Reeve in handling publicity for film 
industry's part in Community Chest 
Drive. 

Edward Arnold to Washington to 
huddie with War Office officials 
|about funds for entertainment in 
| camps. 
| Erich Maria Remarque, author of 
, ‘All Quiet on the Western Front,’ ap- 
plied for American citizenship 
| papers. 























| St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 

Henry Bussé moved into Chase 
Club Friday (10). 

Johnny Fitzpatrick, formerly wiih 
Universal here, enroute to Arizona to 
shake off illness. 
| Bert Nagle and Co. headlining floor 
show at Club Continental, Hotel 
| Jefferson, downtown. 

Fritz Kurzwell, Viennese musician, 
chosen assistant conductor for the 
|St. Louis Grand Opera Assn. 

Clayton Mitchell, 22, San Frencisco 
orch maestro, doing his year at the 
| Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo., camp. 

George Wood's Shady Valley Farm 
talent skedded to tee off Variety 
Club’s first Saturday night shind 

(18). 

Bill Hoppe, former district man- 


naig 


~ 


ager for the St, Louis Amus. Co.,, 
making a go of his hamburgery in 


southwest St. Louis. 

Local film row was well repree- 
sented at an outing tossed by the 
execs of the Frisina Amus, Co. at 
the Hill Crest Country Club, Spring- 
field, Il. 

Johnny Walsh, sales manager of 
Producers Releasing Corp., won low 
medal honors at the annual] cow pas- 
ture tournament staged for man- 
agers, execs, and others of the St. 
, Louis Amus. Co. 
| Al Rosecan, owner-operator of the 
Princess, South St. Louis nabe, and 
Mrs. Herb Washburn, wife of the 
head of the local branch of the Na- 
tional Screen Service Co., convales- 
cing from appendectomies. 

Rosemary Davis, daughter of 
Maurice Davis, manager of the Will 
Rogers, west end nabe_ theatre, 
tagged by auto. She's at home re- 
| covering from fractured nose, broken 
_ tooth and multiple cuts and bruises, 
Out-of-towners here for trade 
film reviews include F. V. Mercier, 
| Perryville, Mo; Tommy Baker, 
|Bunker Hill, Ill; John Rees, Wells- 
| ville, Mo.; Mrs. I. W. Rodgers, Ceiro, 
Ill; Sam Pirtle, Jerseyville 1}).s 
|O. L. Tanner, Chester, I)., and Steve 
Farrar, Harrisburg, I). 


~ 
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Wednesday, October 15, 1911 





OBITUARIES 


HELEN MORGAN 
Helen Morgan, 41, died late Wed- 
nesday (8) night in a Chicago hospi- 
tal, two weeks after being operated 
upon for a kidney removal. 
Further details in Legitimate sec- 
tion, 





SAM POSNER 


Sam Posner, 59, who, as Keith- 
Albee and later RKO receptionist 
for 41 years, knew more vaudeville 
performers and agents than anybody 
else in the business, died Oct. 10 of 
a heart attack. He passed away at 
his desk in the RKO Building, Radio 
City. The previous day his family 
had given him a small, private party 
celebrating his 59th birthday. 

Posner was the oldest employee 
with RKO. He joined Keith-Albee 
when the corporation was located in 
the St. James building on Broadway. 
Subsequently he moved with K-A 
to the Putnam Building, now the 
site of the Paramount Building, then 
to the Palace Theatre Building and 
finally with RKO to Radio City. 

The morning of his death, Posner, 
fearing he would be late, rushed to 
work by cab. An hour later he suf- 
fered the heart attack and was car- 
ried into Major L. E. Thompson's of- 


fice by Charley Woodley, colored 
porter, who. was the late Martin 
Beck’s confidante. Posner died 


within a few moments, before medi- 
eal aid could reach him. 

A bachelor, he’s survived by his 
father and a sister. 


SAM BARTON 

Sam Barton, 46, veteran ‘tramp’ bi- 
eyclist, who had appeared on Euro- 
pean and American stages, died Oct. 
8 after a heart attack following his 
first performance in ‘It Happened on 
Ice’ at the Center theatre, New York. 

Barton was to have joined the 
show as a regular member of the 
east Oct. 9, and was breaking in 
his act at the matinee performance 
when seized wih the attack immedi- 
ately following his turn. He suc- 
cumbed in his dressing room 10 
minutes later. 

It was Barton’s first time in an ice 
show and one of his infrequent ap- 
pearances in other fields but vaude. 
His act closely paralleied that of Joe 
Jackson and there were frequent 
eontroversies as to who copied 
whom, with Jackson getting the edge 
because of seniority, although much 
of Barton’s stage business was dis- 
tinctly unlike that of Jackson’s. A 
few years ago Barton gave a com- 
mand performance for the King and 
Queen of Engiand. 

Widow and two children survive. 

JOHN J. O’NEILL 
John J. O'Neill, 50, veteran Roch- 


ester theatre manager, died at his 
home in Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 6, of 
a heart ailment. He was house man- 
ager of the Eastman theatre, Roch- 
ester, in the lush days when the 
theatre was the pride of George 
Eastman. In the shakeup which fol- 


lowed iease of the Eastman, Regent 
and Century to Publix, he became 
manager of the Century and later 
the Regent. Two years ago he helped 
organize and became president of 
the Ticket Treasurers Union, affili- 
ated with the Stagehands. He had 
charge of reserved seat sales at the 
Auditorium and Rochester Baseball 
Club’s stadium. 

O'Neill went to Rochester in 1915 
from Camden, N. J., his native city, 
as assistant manager of the Avon 
theatre, operated by W. B. 
lum. Then he became manager of | 
the Gordon and later Fay’s. 

He leaves his widow, son, 
ter, sister and brother. 

CLARENCE H. WILSON 

Clarence Hummel Wilson, 64, char- 
acter player on stage and screen, 
died Oct. 5 in Hollywood. An actor 
for 45 years, he began his stage 
career in Philadelphia with a stock 
company in 1895 and spent several 
years touring the United States and 
Canada with road shows. In New 
York Wilson played under the man- 
agement of Charles Frohman, 
William A. Brady and Klaw & Er- 
langer in support of such stars as 
James K. Hackett, Virginia Harned, 
Marguerite Clark, Amelia Bingham, 
Charles Cherry and Wilton Lackaye. 

In Hollywood Wilson played silent 
pictures as far back as 1920. Among 
his recent film appearances Were 
*Angels With Broken Wings’ (Rep) 
‘Road Show’ (Roach), ‘Our Gang’ 
G4-G) and ‘You’re the One’ (Par). 

ROBERT D. STICKNEY 

Robert D. Stickney, 69, grandson 

ei John Robinson, founder of one 


daugh- 


McCal- | 


of the largest American circuses be- 
fore it was placed with others un- 
der the Barnum & Bailey-Ringling 
Bros. combined shows, died at his 
home in Des Moines, Oct. 10, fol- 
lowing a stroke several weeks ago. 
His paternal grandfather was Sam 
Stickney, founder of another circus 
bearing his name. 

Stickney’s wife was a member of 
the DeMott equestrian troupe. Their 
son, Robert Stickney III, had a stilt- 
dancing and patter act that played 
bigtime vaudeville in the U. S. and 
abroad. After many years with cir- 
cuses, and later in vaudeville, the 
deceased worked on WPA recreation 
programs with his trick ponies. 


JOHN F. MORRISSEY 


John F. Morrssey, 58, legit actor, 
died Oct. 6 in New York. He began 
his career in 1902, supporting Fred- 
erick Warde in Shakespearian reper- 
tory. Among some of the Broadway 
plays in which he appeared were 
‘The Whip,’ ‘Everywoman,’ ‘Salt of 
the Earth’ and ‘Alias the Deacon.’ 
He supported the late Berton 
Churchill in the latter. 
More recently Morrissey appeared 
in ‘Pagan Lady’ and ‘Hold Your 
Horses.’ Survived by widow, pro- 
fessionally known as Phyllis Ray, 
(his mother and two sisters). 

Burial in Kensico cemetery, West- 
chester County, was under Actors 
Fund auspices. 


CHARLES A. HOXIE 


‘Charles A. Hoxie, 74, often called 
the ‘father of the presentday talking 
picture,’ and inventor in the fields 
of talking pictures and radio com- 
munication, died in Alplaus, N-Y., 
Oct. 13. He had been receiving a pen- 
sion from the General Electric Co. 

According to GE, it was Hoxie who 
first devised the process of turning 
sound into light and recording it on 
transparent film. He developed the 
Hoxie machine for recording sound 
on the identical film that carried the 
picture. This method is generally in 
use today and differs from the older 
method by using the synchronization 
of disks with the film. 

Surviving are a widow, 
and two sons. 


EUGENE SCHNEIDER 


Eugene Schneider, Montreal viola 
player and teacher, dropped dead 
at his stand during the inaugural 
concert of Bruno Walter’s symphony 
season in Montreal, Thursday (9). 

Schneider’s collapse went un- 
noticed by the audience. Two mu- 
sicians carried him backstage and a 
doctor, summoned from the audi- 
jence, pronounced him dead. De- 
j;ceased was widely known in local | 
musie circles, having been a mem- 
10 years of the Dubois String 








ber for 
Quartet 


GEORGE MARION KYLE 


George Marion Kyle, Los Angeles 
ad agency head, succumbed in Vet- 
erans’ Hospital, San Francisco, Oct. 
7 from head injuries received in an 
auto crash Aug. 22. Kyle was a 
World War*I ace and engaged in | 
various combats with Baron von 
Richthofen, the German ace. 

Kyle was in Frisco on business at 
the time of the accident, in which 
Gene Grant, 
injured. Latter has recovered. 


ELISHA H. CALVERT 
Elisha Helm 
|film actor and 
in Hollywood. 

A stage player in his early days in 
| the midwest, Calvert became a film 
| director for the Essanay Studio, Chi- 
cago, in the silent era and piloted 
Gloria Swanson, William Farnum 
and others who later became stars in 
Hollywood. For the last 10 years 
| deceased played character 
| films. 
Surviving 





Calvert, 
director, 


78, pioneer 
died Oct. 5 


is his widow. 


NORMAN J. NORMAN 

Norman J. Norman, 70, former 
European manager for the Shuberts 
and one of London’s better &nown 
theatrical managers, died Oct. 10 in 
London. An American by birth, he 
received his start at the Casino the- 
atre, New York. 

Norman went to London in 1898 as 
manager for “The Belle of New York’ 
at the Shaftesbury theatre there and 
remained there ever since. 


CHARLES V. BROWN 
Charles V. Brown, 43, Iowa the- 
atreman, died at Mercy hospital, 
Iowa City, Oct. 9. Death was due 
to a cerebral hemorrhage. 
| Brown, who owned and 








managed 





the Strand theatre, fowa City, with 
his father, Tom Brown, was a widely 
known independent theatreman in 
the state. 


WILLIAM LINCOLN BUSH 


William Lincoln Bush, who in 1901 
founded the Bush Music Temple, 
famous as a music center in Chicago, 
and former president of the Bush 
and Gerts Piano Co., died in Chicago 
Oct. 13. 

Bush also sponsored the South- 
western Conservatory of Music, 
Dallas. 

Widow survives. 


CLARA THOMS 


Clara E. Thoms, 78, former opera 
singer, died Oct. 9 in Los Angeles 
after three years of illness. In her 
early career Mme. Thoms sang be- 
fore the crowned heads of Europe 
and later conducted a vocal studio 
in New York, 

She moved to California three 
years ago for her health. 


GARRETT HOBART PRICE 


Garrett Hobart Price, 47, burles- 
que comedian, died Oct. 5 in New 
York. Survived by widow Frances 
White, dancer and his vaudeville 
partner. 

Funeral and cremation Oct. 8 at 
the Ferncliffe Crematory were 
handled by the Actors Fund, 


WILL LESLIE 


Will Leslie, 74, vet vaude star, died 
in Melbourne, Australia, recently. 

Leslie, with his brother, Fred, 
played the Keith Orpheum loop for 
a number of years, spending time in 
Europe’s top houses, then replaying 
Australia for Harry Rickards and 
Sir Ben Fuller. 


GUS KAHN 


Gus Kahn, 54, lyric writer, died 
Oct. 8 of a heart attack after a lin- 
gering illness in his Beverly Hills, 
Calif., home. 

Further details in the Music sec- 
tion. 


JOHN DRURY 

John Drury, 70, 
actor, died Oct. 11 in Cincinnati. He 
had originated the role of the priest 





daughter | 





in ‘The Rosary’ when it was first 
| produced in New York in 1910 and 
had appeared in David Belasco’s 
‘Girl of the Golden West.’ 





DOROTHY DRAKE 


Dorothy Drake, WEEI (Boston) 
publicity director since 1934, died in 
Wakefield, Mass., Oct. 3. Known in 
private life as Mrs. James L. 
guire, she started in radio 
with WNAC, Boston. 





NBC salesman, also was | 


roles in | 





owner in stations KFPY, Spokane; 
KXL, Portland, and KGIR, Butte, 
Mont., died at Newberg, Ore., Oct. 2. 


Mother of Kathleen Coghlan, 
Paramount fan magazine editor, died 
Oct. 11 in Los Angeles. 





20 Hurt in Theatre Collapse 
Mexico City, Oct. 14. 
Fourteen patrons, including five 
women, three children, plus six 
players were injured, four of them 
seriously, when the roof of the 
Maria Victoria theatre at Arcelia, 
Guerrero state, collapsed recently 
under torrential rain during a per- 
formance. 





Shakespearean 


Ma- 
in 1929 | 








| 


Bills Next Week 








June Carson 
Dancing Dietrichs 
Merritt Lamb Ore 
Morocco 
‘Gay Nineties’ 
Buddy Duray 
Joe Foder Ore 
Madelon Baker 
Neblolo's 
Fay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 
Clem Hawkins 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Northwood Ina 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Kray 
Harry Schilling 
Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Charles Costello Ore 
McColl Sis 
Palm Beach 
Hal & Dolly 
The Barclays 
Bert Herman 
Rosinda 
Carlos Vesta 
Don Pablo Ore 
Huck's Redford Inn 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Royale 
Peter Higgins 
Che Gunsetis 
Kurtis Marionettes 
Marilyn Stuart 
Jimmy Ray 
Taft-Kretlow Gis 
Dick Worthington 
Don McGrane Ore 
Statler Hotel 
Enric Madriguera 
Tava & Tanya 
Saks 
Ann Boland 
6 Tip-Tops 


Rev 


Alpine Village 
Harry Dessar Co 
Fantino Family 
6 lucky Gls 
Bob Copfer 
Frances Auer 
Otto Thurn Ore 

Fl Dumpo 
Bob Manners Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Jean March 
Hal Heeney 
Beef Trust .Gls 

Eldorado Club 
Aggie Auld 
J Mackenzie Ore 

Gourmet Club 

toval 
Bill Lochman 

Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 

Hotel Carter 





Hawaiians O|} 7, 


Buddy Lester 
Rossilianos 
Johnny Hale 
Couert & Reed 
Karl Spaeth Ore 
San Diego 
Radio Jesters 
Jimmy Durant 
Leola Taylor 
Nessiey & Norman 
Mary Janis 
Pau! Gordon Ore 
Stevadora 
Evere‘t & Conway 
Bill Harris 
Roland & Rito 
Irene Burke 
Tiny Gorman 
Jack Thomas Ore 
The Tropics 
Chico 
The Duanos 
Bill Ower (3) 
Linda Garcia 
Hal Wayne Ore 
Verne 
Rogers & Pruce 
Jean Lacsaky 
Ril Tracey 
Koss Dristy 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Pat Nash 
Vocalions Orc 
Sammy Dibert Ore 


509 Club 


Dale Rhodes 

Di Giovanni 
Claire Wiliams 
Good & Goody 
Chaney & Harley 
Capt Franke 

Julie Hewitt 

June Hart 

Horace Houck Ore 





CLEVELAND 


Rolly Rolie’ 
Barbara. B Leslie 
Woody Wilson 
Southernaires Ore 

Hotel Statler 
Ray Morton’ Ore 
Jose Perez Ore 
Ernie Taylor 

La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 

Lindsay’s Skybar 

Maurice Rocco 
Hal Simpson 
Pearl de Lucca 

Monaco's Cafe 
Juan Makula Ore 
|} Julianna Makula 
a Canon 
Les Scott 
Gale Sext 

Mewes Club 
(iene Kerwin's Ore 
Jane Pickens 








Thixion Sprenger 
Ambagsadors Ore Regal Club 
}(harles Wick | chy lvir . 
Hotel Cleveland - ad rig A te om 
| nry King Ore 3700 Club 
Hotei Fenway Hall! Art West 
iJ ohnny Cowgill 15 Aristocrats 
Grant Wilson Hal Hall 
Hotel Hollenden Shirley Burke 
Gali-Gali 'Don Walsh Ore 
PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 


Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Orc 


Balconades 





Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey 
Lu-Cellia 
Cheena de Simone 
Pancho & Dolores 
Klaine Jordan 
Buster Keim Rev 

Blinstrub's 
Karl Rohde Ore 
Harry Stockwell 
Lodzia & Artini 





| Hotel Roosevelt 
4 Skyliners 

Hotel Scheniey 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 

Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 








Buddy Carlson Ore | W anda 
Bill Green's escaris 
SID LAMB ; ; 
. < = Baron Elliott Ore Merry Bate gs 
Sid Lamb, 69, Negro performer, | Mary Kri Subb ker O 
formerly of Hurley’s minstrels and | pe ne r rances Stone 
ithe Bert Cline shows, and a former | jack Williams New Penn 
|champ cakewalker, died Oct. 5 in |Dick Ma AIDS Allen Ore 
Flint, Mich. Blue Ridge Inn |... 77,7 “Ore 
Pas = Lou Lucky Ore lc " r 
ANTONY GILDES ter lo & Mart Birch 
“ $ Mutt 
Antony Gildes, 85, vet French | benny Austin | Nixon Cafe 
actor. died Oct. 6 in Paris. | Boogie-Woogie Club hg neo es Ore 
—__ Boog Sherman | Bob Ripa 
Ray Davidson, 43, press agent for hee e Simon ; Evelyn Farney 
= . . ° | arry Comorac Kay erno 
| Civic, theatrical and musical organi- | * ahny “ea IM Soda & M gnon 
zations on the Coast and correspon- |# Pixie Nuts , 
Chick Williams Nut House 
| dent for the Londen Daily Mail, died 1e , 
; | Club Petite rdina Walker O 
Oct. 7 in Hollywood after an illness | piccolo Pete Ore Ke “d Blake 
(lex > (ire 
of three weeks. | Lenore Tropp Seeae ieee 
| ‘ . at |} Harry Frank 
‘ork an ottle | Joe Klein 
= ; Nelson Maples | Chue ‘ 
Mrs. John Niebes, 71, died at her | - “a : we 
. ‘ . otonk Also 
home in Detroit from a heart ail- |, , , ‘ “ Oasis 
Pe ' rar it re ’ 
ment. She was the wife of the vet- | Jerry Rae Frank Shean Ore 
}eran Detroit film theatre owner.| Eddie Peyton's Pines 
Husband and daughter survive. Art Schamberg Ore | Don Rutter 
ate alae Mildred Sega Bill LeRoy Ore 
- Nd e Peyto ‘re 
Wife of Joe Burke, songwriter, | Sandy Mec! ate k ; — 
. . ie , 7 3 Iph ¢ Ves . 
died Oct. 5 of a heart ailment after | ™“@rion Muller j}Adele } a 
|a lingering illness in her Philadel- - ae atpm Syringes 
hj me . ‘ sash Mario Ore , rt 
|phia home. Son and daughter also | Virginia Ramos Margie Allen 
| Survive. Pepito & Carmen Bury & Latina 
a F 5i Club Yacht Club 
| Emil Forest, 72, father of Frank | aoe Pi pepe wae 
Forest, o he ‘ a 1s , Starr 
rest, f the Double Or Nothing’ Hotel Fort Pitt | pi)\\4 Starr | 
program on Mutual, died Oct. 11 of | xen Bailey 0: Sihdin Wiediaane 
t »ALIe c lide ¢ n ions 
a heart attack at Redlands, Cal. Johnny Mitchell Sylvia Hart 
Salleh what Shirley Heller 
Jessie leat ey ~~ , 
Thomas W. Symons, Jr., 52, co- arte 


| Johnny Martone Ore 
Allen Trént 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natals 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 





Motel ith Avenue | pry) Covato Ore 

Bess Saunders Mark Lane 

Ida lola Giovanni 

Everett Havdn Arturo & Evelyn 

jetty Donahoe Joan Hope 

Al Devin Manhattanettes 
BOSTON 


r urrita & Coral 
|} Ada & Her Pals 
| Casa Manana 
Al Tory Ore 

Harrison Aulger 


Joye Martin 


Tom Brown 
Fortener 
Sherwood 
Earl Gregg 

Jane Giddings 





Kathyrn 


louise 
| 


Continued from page 46 


| in Las 








Jean Carle 
Don Muckel 
Club Mayfair 

Ranny Weeks Oro 
Bernie Bennett O 
George Libby Rev 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Don John Fisher 
Allen Carney 
Doris Abbott 

Club Vanity Fair 
Farren Bros Orc 
Stella Ray 
Ginnie O'Keefe 
Bette Claire 

Cocoanut Grova 


Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Wally Wanger Rev 
Billy Paine 
Marianne Francis 
Amapola Lopez 
Stuart & Lee 
Callahan Sis 
Mathea Merryfield 

(Melody Lounge) 
Marjorie Garretson 
Herb Lewis 

Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Ruby Newman Orc 
Julia Barbour 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 

Crawford House 
Ray Collins Ore 
Sally Keith 
Jacqueline Hurley 
Harriet Walker 
Billy Byrd 
Crawfordettes 

Fox & Hounds 
Milton George Ore 
Irene Donahue 
David Ballentine 

(Rhumba Casino 


oom) 
Charles Wolk Ore 
Les Habaneros (6) 

Hi-Hat 


Pete Herman Ore 
Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 


Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 


Warren & Bodee 
Hotel Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 


Ella Fitzgerald Orc 
Babe Wallace 


Hotel Essex 
Ken Travers Ore 


2 


Roberta Hines 
Conga Teresa 
Jean Monti 
Hotel Gardner 
Burt Shaw 
Kivalyn Harvey 
Hotel Minerva 
Harry Bay Ore 
Barbar a Douglass 
Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 
Harry Marshard 0 


Hotel Statler 

(Terrace Room) 
Howard Jones Org 
Jack Edwards 

(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel West minster 

(Blue Room) 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Baliatores 
Una Cooper 
Tom Barry 
International Cafe 
Ted Crowley Ore 
Raiph James 
Marie Wayne 
Johnny Dove 

Ken Club 

Stuff Smith Ore 
Russ Howard 

Latin Quarter 
Anthony Bruno Ore 
Rhumboliers Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Harriet Hoctor 
Fred Keating 


Gomez & Minor 
Mimic Men 
buster Keim Ens 


Helen Carroll 


(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 
Escudero & LaPlata 

Rio Casino 
George Harris Ore 
Harry Spear 
Wally Wanger Rev 
Cheri & Tamacita 
Garon & Bennett 
3 Ridder Boys 

Steuben’s 

(Vienna Koom) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Chester Dolphin 
armstrong & Stark 
Barry & English 
Dolores Reed 

The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Currito & Carol 





Jack Manning Ore Phil Barry 

Billy Kelly Tic Toc 

Frost & Helene Joe Nevil Ore 
MARRIAGES 

Jean Peterson to Jerry Cady, at 
Circle Z Ranch, Ariz., Oct. 7. He's 
a screen writer at RKO. 

Dorothy Eisele to Tee Casper in 
Dallas on Oct. 11. Casper is KGKO 
sportscaster. 

Beth Renner to Robert Splane, in 
Beverly Hills, Oct. 11. Bride is a 
film actress; he’s a former picture 
stunt man. 

Gloria Dickson to Ralph F. Mur- 
phy, in Reno, Oct. 10. Bride is film 
actress; he’s a director at Para- 
mount. 


Norma Lindbloom to Arthur Wilde, 


in Las Vegas, 


Nev., 


Oct. 11. She’s 


in the J. Walter Thompson radio dl- 


vision, 


director at 


Hollywood; 
publicity department, 

Kathryn Pumilia to F. 
Vegas, Nev., 
Paramount 


he’s in Warners’ 
Hollywood 

Paul Sylos, 
Oct. 12. He’s art 


June Payson to Jack Lowry, in 
Las Vegas, Nev., Oct. 11. He's pub- 
licist at Paramount. 

Myrtis Jackson to John Dodson, 
Sept. 25, in Yuma, Ariz. He's a 
member of King’s Men quartet; she’s 
a radio singer. 

Rita Hackett to James Cassidy, 
Oct. 18, in Cincinnati. Bride is 
WSAI (Cincy) women’s commen- 
tator; he’s WLW (Cincy) special 
events rep. 

BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Jan Savitt, daugh- 
iter, in New York, Oct. 8. Father is 
the bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Stark, son, 
in New York Oct. 3. Father is radio 
announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jean Meunier, son, 
in Santa Monica, Oct. 7. Father is 
film studio musician. — 

Mr. and Mrs. Pat McGowan, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Oct. 8. 


Father is Pittsburgh night club com- 


edian. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Winter, 


son, 


in Hollywood, Oct. 6. Father is still 
photographer at 20th-Fox. 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Oct. 9, 


Robert Saudek. 
in New York. 


gon, 


Father is as- 


sistant sales head of NBC-Blue. 


Dr. and Mrs. 
Oct. 9, 


Cc. C. Doherty, 
in Cincinnati. 
Bernardine Flynn, 


son, 
Mother is 
who plays Sade 


in ‘Vic and Sade’ serial. 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jahnke, 
Mother is Dorothy 


Detroit, Oct. 9. 


son, in 


Mason, former singer with the Del 


Delbridge orch. 


Mr. and Mrs. Melville Shyer, 50": 
in Hollywood, Oct. 11. Father is 4 
film director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Elmer son, 
Oct.. 6, in Brooklyn. Father is & 





radio actor. 











GE 
An 
Wash 


Ba) 
this i 
Villa: 
speed 


The 
they 
BOS! 

Thi 
tan t 
B. C. 
the v 
CAR! 

Thi 


The 
with 
lumb 
Princ 
passe 


Co! 





mou! 
Not . 
eleve 


Th 
This 
assin 
shou 

H 

Ho 

cope 


Lo 
diun 
para 

N 

Th 

Co 
for 
pow: 














Wednesday, October 15, 


1941 


VARIETY 


OUTDOORS 55 





Football 


By Dick 


(WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) 


College 


GEORGETOWN—GEO. WASH. 
An inter-city battle, but George 
Washington has the better talent. 


VILLANOVA—BAYLOR 

Baylor is a good passing team, but 
this is probably the finest squad in 
Villanova history on pure size and 
speed. Villanova to eke it out, 

AUBURN—S. M. U. 

The Mustangs of S. M. U. win as 
they please. . 
BOSTON COLLEGE—MANHATTAN 

This is an undermanned Manhat- 
tan team playing out of its league. 
B. C., after a bad start, gets back in 
the victory column. 

CARNEGIE TECH—NOTRE DAME 

This is a joy ride for the Irish. 


COLUMBIA—GEORGIA 
The toughest game in the East, 
with Georgia a slight favorite. Co- 
lumbia cannot hold its peak of the 
Princeton game, and will be vut- 
passed and outscored. | 
DUKE—COLGATE 
Colgate played badly against Dart- | 





Fishell 


Games 


and will wind up on the long end of 
the score. 
PRINCETON—PENN 

The Tigers are big, but slow. The 
Penn machine stays in high gear. 

SANTA CLARA—MIiICH. STATE 

State is just mediocre while Clara 
is the belle of the Coast. 

U. S. C—WASH. STATE 

Southern California finally finds 
an opponent it can take. U. S. C. 
by a whisker. 

TEMPLE—PENN STATE 

State’s first team is competent, but 
the reserves are nil. This is one of 
Temple’s finest aggregations, and it'll 
wind up on top: 

TENNESSEE—ALABAMA 

Tennessee ain’t what it sed to be. 
Bama, after a bad beginning, is 
about ready to function. 

T. C. U—TEXAS A. & M. 

A tossup, and T. C. U. gets the 
edge only because it’s playing on 
home grounds. 

TEXAS—ARKANSAS 
This is just a matter of how many 





Probable Football Wi 
(And Proper Odds) 
College Games, Saturday (Oct. 18) 

GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
*Georgetown-George Washington ..Georgetown ............05. 4.1 
OV ITINMOVR-TIBTIOE. oo icc cc ewscvecces pO. eer sc. 
eee OS nee rr Yo See Perr + Sa 
Boston College-Manhattan ........ - Boston College .......... . 4-1 
Carnegie Tech-Notre Dame p SO CUNO . cs wencteanses - 5§-l 
Columbia-Georgia (PL oo cere aeeaeonekses 7-5 
ED cn ad bao eoebeecee neces Pere . 4-1 
Harvard-Dartmouth (RO actteche one tr eae 11-5 
Holy Cross-Mississippi ........ ; HE 6 04% oe cc eeee 11-5 
SS a err ree > | a er ere ae 12-5 
Minnesota-Pittsburgh .............. Minnesota - 5-] 
Oe I re Ee en eee en 13-5 
Pe eee NS 5oh.s owe bene we nes 14-5 
ie. Win, St cca edn eo 6s 84.08 TN ned hyo Diy Tada b galta te 4-1 
Northwestern-Michigan +o PROCTWPOREOER. 6 occ cece cites 9-5 
Ohio State-Purdue ............ EE Re cos Guin Wenn bat or 3-1 
Oregon-California Oe eee 12-5 
ESS ener rer oo” RE re ee eee 4-1 
Santa Clara-Mich. State ........... Santa Clara 4-1 
U. S. C.-Washington State . ee Oe Oe 8-5 

| Temple-Penn State ............ . Temple 13-5 
SINNED (5 coo vce 60s oe coe AARBMRMBD Ccevces cocsuecede Even 
i Me SEP WEE DI yc Suess cccwed Be We We 6 Even 
Texas-Arkansas A ey Ey ee rrr eres ry 5-1 
Tulane-North Carolina ............. Tulane 4-1 
Vanderbilt-Georgia Tech. . Vanderbilt 3-1 
Washington-U. C. L. A. . Washington 3-1 
Wisconsin-lIowa ........ TOW ..ccccecees 9-5 
Yale-Army BOOe. Wivssaatess 3 7-5 

* Friday night (17) games 
Record: Won, 48; Lost, 18; Ties, 2; Percent, .706. 

Pro Games, Sunday (Oct. 19) 
Dodgers-Cards .Dodgers 3-1 
Bears-Lions ..Bears 4-1 
Packers-Rams ....... ... Packers 4-] 
Giants-Pittsburgh ...... ... Giants 4-1 
Eagles-Redskins .....Redskins 3-1 

Record: Won, 11; Lost, 2; Ties, 0; Percent, .846. 




















mouth, but even its top game would 
not suffice against the potent Duke 
eleven. 
HARVARD—DARTMOUTH 
The Harvards are not quite ready 
This is a good Indian eleven that has 
assimilated its new system and 
should take Harvard by touchdown 
HOLY CROSS—MISSISSIPPI 
Holy Cross is in-and-out and wo! 
cope with Ole Miss’s aerials. 


L. S. U.—RICE 
Louisiana has a magnificent sta- 
dium, but Rice will do all of the 


Parading, 
MINNESOTA—PITTSBURGH 
The Gophers have a breather. 
NAVY—CORNELL 
Cornell supplies the first real test 
for the Sailors. Navy has enough 
Power to get the nod. 
NEBRASKA—INDIANA 
Indiana has been disappointing. 
e Cornhuskers to stay unbeaten. 
N. Y¥. U.—SYRACUSE 
.On the wings of its Holy Cross 
victory, Syracuse to win. 
NORTHWESTERN—MICHIGAN 
Two midwest titans supply the ex- 
Plosives of the day. Michigan will 


miss Harmon and Co. as the North- | 


western Wildcats overpower them. 
OHIO STATE—PURDUE 
The magic of Paul Brown con- 


tinues as the Buckeyes of Ohio State | 


stay on the straight and narrow. 

‘ OREGON—CALIFORNIA 
California is washed up. Oregon 
‘8 improving from week to week. 


points the Texas Longhorns can reg- 
ister, 
TULANE—NORTH CAROLINA 
Tulane will bounce back to victory 
1d take sweet revenge at the e 
nse of North Carolina. 
VANDERBILT—GEORGIA TECH 


X- 


Tech has no cohesion and this 1 

a Vanderbilt year 
WASHINGTON—U. C. L. A. 

Washington blows hot and cold 
but shoul be warm enough to 

nother U. C. L. A 

WISCONSIN—IOWA 

Wisconsin will score, though weak 
defensively Iowa is ready to get 
| its first major triumph. 

YALE—ARMY 

The Soldiers haven’t much time 

for football and this is one of the 


better Yale teams. Yale 


gives it the edge. 


passing 


Pro Games 


DODGERS—CARDINALS | 
After two straight defeats, the Dod- 
gers come back home to outscore | 
the Cards. 

BEARS—LIONS 
Chicago Bears. 
PACKERS—RAMS 
The Packers take to the air again. 
| That's all, brother. 
GIANTS—STEELERS 
The Men of Mara stay unbeaten. 


| 
| 
| 


j 








EAGLES—REDSKINS 
tough tussle the Redskins 


oa 


After 


to ge 


i+ 
L ibe 





Rodeo In N.Y. 


-tittt_,», continued from page 2 








wandered into the arena, holding up 
the act for a few minutes. 

Later in the layout Autry returns 
for a singing chore backed by the 
cowboy musical sextet from his radio 
program for Wrigley’s gum. Cowboy 
does three pops in ingratiating style, 
gets in a plug for his commercial 
show, and then scrams. Prior to the 
show, Autry and CBS staged a party 
for the press at Toots Shor’s restau- 
rant, with the mob then going over 
to the Garden. 


No Formula Change 


Rodeo doesn’t change its formula, 
even as to the mounted basketball 
game and the roping tricks by the Mc- 
Laughlin brothers, Gene and Don, 11 
and 12, respectively. The youngsters 
started with the show when they 
were only four and five years old, 
and they don’t appear to be gaining 
in skill as they grow older. 


Top events, per usual, are the 
bronc and bull riding, steer wrestling 
and wild cow milking. Bronc riding 
was especially interesting opening 
night because of the entry of Turk 
Greenough, of Red Lodge, Mont,, 
who is the fiance of Sally Rand. The 
fanner watched him from a perch on 
the corral, but Greenough didn’t re- 
main in sight very long, a horse 
tagged Y-Bar-Me throwing him in 
jig time. A horse tagged Hells 
Angels was ridden all through 
the 10-second limit, but one called 
Ted Husing was too much for his 
rider. 

5:8-Second Throw 

The steer wrestling event, also 
against time, chalked up one sur- 
prisingly quick job when Hub White- 
man threw his animal in 5.8 seconds. 
Whiteman won last year. 

The calf-roping contest failed to 
bring any records, though three con- 
testants got them roped around the 


20-second mark. The wild cows like- | 
wise stymied the boys, only three of 


them succeeding in getting any milk 
into the pop bottles’ On several oc- 
casions the cows and bulls went tear- 
ing around the arena looking for vic- 
tims and one photographer, who had 
his back turned, had a particularly 
Marrow escape. 

For sex appeal, plus the nice-look- 
ing cowgirls and trick riders, the 
rodeo again this year is featuring the 
six daughters of big western ranch- 
ers. All are beauts and they give an 
exhibition of cutting cattle out of a 
herd, in this instance a-bunch of the 
rare Texas longhorns. 

Something like 200 cowboys and 
cowgirls are entered this year, com- 
peting for the daily prizes as well as 
the major bonus at the show’s end, 
Oct. 26. 


Fewer Pix 


——— (‘ontinued from page = 








here and there, however, where gaps 
occur for subsequent-run theatres. 
While reported results are good in 
cases where extended time has 
given pictures too much 
in change days is confusing 
some- 


ny 
been 
witching 
regular customers 


of theatres 


Trying 2 Changes Weekly 
Instead of 3 Programs 


Milwaukee, Oct. 14 
With film prices upped and buy- 
ine slowed, not only by the Blocks 
of Five plan, but by reluctance of 
the maiors to sell to many of their 


group, indie exhibs in this area plan 
to meet the problem involved by re- 


vising their playing policies, cutting | 


schedules to two changes a week 
instead of three. They will play 
their best pictures the longer half | 
of the week, the weaker ones the 


short half. 

Exhibs point out that under this 
plan, with the majority of them 
playing duals, they will buy 104 less 
pictures a year—a considerable sav- 
ing in money, which will not only 
take care of the increased cost of 
the pictures they do play, but prob- 
ably leave a sizeable balance in the 
exchequer. 

Present is 


situation complicated, 


| say exhibs, by the fact that if a pic- 


. z= hi > ' 
shows any real pos sibilities the 


ture 


| 





exchanges immediately put it in the 
percentage class, and the percentage 
idea is not particularly popular with 
the theatre operators. Product that 
can be bought at a flat price is only 
the less desirable film. 

Although the increased admission 
taxes have now been in effect for a 
coupla weeks, there have been re- 
markable few squawks-from patrons 


in this area. The public has be- 
come tax-minded and with employ- 
ment and wages at new peaks, the 
upped price of attending the theatre 


jority. 


TOP CIRCUS AND 
CARNY YEAR 
SINCE °23 





Chicago, Oct. 14. 
This has been biggest year car- 


even going ahead of 1929 high. This 
condition held true in all parts of the 
country and in cities of all sizes. 


is recently upped gate charge of 10c. 
In one day, one carnival in a small 
Oklahoma spot did $10,000, which is 
an example of the bullish biz gen- 
erally. 





and no adverse effect upon business | 


seems to be O.K. with the vast ma- | 


nival and circus business, the carnies | 


Added to the revenue of carnivals | 








On-the-Upbeat 














Continued from page 3° - 


Cliffs, N. J. Powell leaves spot Nov. 
30, but is set for 16 weeks in 1942. 





near Youngstown. Tony Pastor’s or- 
chestra plays a one-nighter at the 
Elms Oct. 18. 


Ralph Barry, trumpet, and Bill 
Larry, bass, have joined Joe Luca- 
rell’s band at Youngstown. 


Arturo and his Gay Caballeros, 
with Celia Villa, succeeded Isham 
Jones in Cascades Room of Hotel 
Pick-Ohio, Youngstown, 





Smith’s Tennesseeans, hil’billy or- 


chestra, have resumed their broad- 
casts over WSPD, Toledo, after a 
summer layoff. 
| quem 
low circuit runs with the same film | : 
and if they tried to stick to spiit|, Dolly Dawn originally pencilled 
weak - other recular changes, | "to Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, last 
holes are left in their booking re- month, will fill date week of Oct. 24 
quiremer! 7 

Op n seems to be that it is bet- Lenore Tropp picked to sing with 
ter to follow a circuit for the same| Piccolo Pete band at Club Petite 
number of days on a film, even if| Pittsburgh, following series of au- 
fo five. six, seven or even eight, | ditions. 
which |! been occurring, rather} - 
than try to fill out with poor prod- | Bubbles Becker band, in for only 
uct, if available, or with reissues.}q fortnight, got a ticket for fou 

|\Some of the latter are being used| weeks more at Merry-Go-Round, 
Pittsburgh. 
= 

Leighton Noble _ follows 3aron 
| Elliott into Green’s, Pittsburgh, Oct 
|27 for a three-week sta 
| . 

Art Yagello has left Frank é 
trio at Union Gr P ) ) 
pot WCAE, I mt « 
rep! ced b Sa W 

Muriel Lane, who laté off 
Woody Herman ~payroll, g¢ I 
chair with Ray Noble. 


; — 
Vincent Lopez has recorded a flock 
of Muzak transcriptions. 


Helen Forrest, ex-Benny Good- 


| man vocalist, began work with Harry 
James at Lincoln hotel, New York, 
last week. 
Marion Hodell joins Jose Morand | 
as vocalist next week (21) when 
, band opens at Netherland-Plaza 


hotel, Cincinnati. 
« 

Tommy Dorsey plays benefit hop 
for British War Relief at Armory, 
Baltimore, Dec. 5. 





Ted Nash, from Dick Rogers, hat 
| joined Johnny Long on tenor sax, as 
replacement for Paul Harmon, who 
Ira ftan 
araitea 


Bill Munday at the Elms Ballroom, | 


Dodson Show Targeted in Dixie 
For Lewd Strippers and Gambling 


| Spartanburg, S. C., Oct. 14. 
| This Dixie sector had two wars 
last week—one of them was real. 
Battle smoke is still plenty thick 
over the landscape from both en- 
gagements. 
While thousands of soldiers ma- 
neuvered over Carolina’s hills and 
level acres of cotton, palmetto and 


pine in ‘Red’ and ‘Blue’ armies’ 
sham - warfare, the press, clergy, 
teachers and others fought it out 


with strippers, gamblers and pitch- 
men on the home front. 

Crusaders won when John Law 
joined forces and _ reinforcements 
were brought up, closing 16 layouts 
and two girl shows on Dodson 
World Fair Shows’ midway at an- 
nual county fair. 

Fireworks followed series of edi- 
| torials in Spartanburg Herald, morn- 
ing, and Spartanburg Journal, even- 
ing, warning that repetition of ‘lewd’ 
and ‘obscene’ girl shows and onera- 
tion of gambling concessions shculd 


not be tolerated. Fair, launched 32 
years ago and one of largest annual 


expositions in South, for several 
| years has permitted midway to fea- 
ture .strippers and near-strippers in 
| shows and also has allowed gembling 
| 





concessions. Last year officers 
closed several shows, following at- 
tacking newspaper editoriels. This 
| year warnings were published sev- 
eral days in advance of opening. 
| Press Campaign 

With tens of thousands swarming 
| through turnstiles, fair opened for 
\a full week. Opening night, dailies 
|supplied two reporters, Vernon Fos- 
jter, Herald city editor, and Glen W. 
|Naves, Journal staffer, with folding 
|money, and sent them midway tour- 
|ing. Newsmen patronized girl shows, 
gambled, winning only once, and re- 
|turned to their typewriters at mid- 
| night. Morning sheet front-paged 
|their findings and war was on. 
— hours later Sheriff Sam M. 
|Henry and officers clamped down 
jon 14 gambling concessions and two 
girl shows. Later, he ordered one 
jlayout, ‘Chez La Femme,’ closed for 
full six days duration of fair and 
| made cases against two operators. 
|Clergy, city Parents’ association and 
others joined in war, on press’ side, 
and school officials announced 
around 7,000 pupils couldn’t partici- 
pate unless midway was cleaned- 
up for annual School Day. 

Newspapers received one unsigned 
etter attacking crusade, and using 
jas ammunition claims that girl shows 
operated without censorship in loca] 
t Carolina, using cut of nude 


Sev- 


theatres. 


in advertising ‘Marcus’ Revue Con- 
tinental,’ slated soon for week aj 
Roxy, Atlanta, was singled out as 
example. However, local authori.ies 
have taken no action toward ng 
iown stage shows, if need 
The Day of Judement 
(Continued from page 50) 
large a haul in writing, starring and 
irecting, ‘Judgment’ suffers mainlv 
in the scripting. Whole scenes c¢ i 
be eliminated, a need that r- 
ticularly obvious opening pn # 
when the performance ran three 
hours and 20 minutes. 
| Schwartz’ dramatization of an 
Hebraic custom that pledges the 
and daughter of two friende« to 7 
riage, even before their birth £ 
many interlocking  situatior “4 t 
undoubtedly would find greater - 
terest in the reading thar r 
f ng n the ige of 
Art tneatre The 
ned 1] lear of 
{ vow, ru y f 
the age of 13 because of - 
consciousness, Mit Ru i 
Schwartz recently broucht to Ne 
York from Buenos Airs where e 
performed in Yiddish levit, play he 
girl, with Schwartz the hunchbacked 
composcr-conductor who is revealed 


as the child runaway. 

Schwartz dominates the acting al] 
the way, with Bertha Gersten and 
Luba Kadison being best among the 
others featured, particularly Miss 
Gersten. Jacob Ben-Ami intermit- 
|tently is one of Yiddish theatredom’s 
| finest performers. At times he lapses 
|into monotones in the poorly etched 
characterization of the Russian gen- 


eral, slain by his Jewish mistress 
(Miss Gersten) when he plans a 
|pogrom on the Jews. Miss Rubini 


jhas a fair singing voice, but is gen- 
erally disappointing in her debut, 
but circumstances attendant to other 
| first-night difficulties, plus her debut 
/On an American stage, might have 
| been factors with which to reckon, 
| Alex Chertov’s settings are in the 
|best Yiddish Art theatre tradition: 
heavy and yet promoting the aspect 
} of drama. Naka. 
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FREDDY 


MARTIN 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 


PROUDLY ANNOUNCE THE RECENT COMPLETION OF AN OUTSTANDING 


10 mont 


ENGAGEMENT 


AT THE FAMOUS 


COCOANUT GROVE 


IN THE 


AMBASSADOR HOTEL, LOS ANGELES 
OUR THANKS TO J. E. BENTON, PRESIDENT OF AMBASSADOR HOTEL CO. 








@ 
TOP RANKING VICTOR BLUEBIRD ARTIST 
* 

WILL SELL OVER 1,000,000 RECORDS IN 1941 
“INTERMEZZO” “HUT-SUT SONG” “TILL REVILLE” 
“PIANO CONCERTO” “WHY DON'T WE DO THIS MORE OFTEN” 

& 
WATCH FOR 
SYMPHONY MODERNE CARMEN CARMEDA TONIGHT WE LOVE 
= 
THANKS TO 
LADY ESTHER PRODUCTS PEDLER RYAN AGENCY 


AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING MUSICAL ORGANIZATION 


OPENING ST. FRANCIS HOTEL OCTOBER 21st 
RETURNING SOON, AMBASSADOR HOTEL 


Exclusive Management 


iY! WU Sy Kea OR PO RAYA ONY OTA WINEIRY ale 


LONDON * NEW YORK's CHICAGO ¢ SAN FRANCISCO « BEVERLY HILLS ¢ CLEVELAND © DALLAS 









































